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^uiHER!' DismicT or Nsn'-VoRi, si. 

(a Be il remembered, tbaton (he 20lli daj of June, A. D. 1827. 
■ °' in Ihe Sisl year of tbe ladepecdencc of Ihe United Slalea of 
America, Samdel MAREa. of tbe anid dialrict, balb depotiled in thie 
office Ihe (illeof B Book, (be right wberearbe clnini9 ai proprietor, in Ihe 
words foIIawiDg, to wit: '' Tbe DeacHiitiaD of the Cilj of Kew-Turk ; 
Containing in population, instlluliona, commerce, m an u lectures, pub- 
lic buildings, coiiMa of justice, dIsccs of amuaement, be. To which 
is profiled, a brief sccoont of id Grsl sellleraent by tbe Dutch, in the 
year ]S3g ; and of the moat remarkable evenli, which have occurred iti 
ile history, from that lo Ihe present period. By Jades HAatiiE, A, M. 
In coDformitylotheActorCongress of Ihe United Stales, entitled "An 
Act for tbe e n courage uient of Learning, by securing the copies of Maps, 
Cbarla, and Books, to ihe aulhora and proprietors of sack copies dur- 

Acl, supplementary to an Act, entitled an Acl for Ihe encouragement 
uf Learning, by scouring the copies of Meps, Cbarta, and Books, to the 
lulbors and proprlelara ofsifch copies, during the liues therein mention- 
Bd, and eilending Ihe benefila thereof lo ihe arts of desiguiDg, engra- 
ving, and clcliing hisloricul and oClicr prima." 
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When the Author, (Ub HAAnte), issued his Prospectus Tot 
this work, in August, 1825, [lublic expectation was considera- 
bly excited ; as he was well known to be compeleni to the 
task lie had undertaken; and had he lived tu finish it, there 
is no doubt that the moat sanguine antiripations would have , 
been realized. But his course was arrested by ihe hand of 
death, and, nfier more than a year's delay, the completion of 
the work devolved on another, and a leas experienced hand. 

As regards the auttior's original design and intentions, they 
are fully developed in the following extracts from his prospec- 
tus : 

" With respect to the work, in which I am now employed; 
it is my design, as far as it may be in my power, to render it 

a COMPLETE STATISTICAL VIBW UP THB OITV OF NEW-yoBK. 

Tn my proposals, 1 have promised much; but if it shall please 
God to preserve my health, 1 shall faithfully perlbrm every 
thing, which I have promised. I shall farther observe, that, 
in Ihe prosecution of the work, I shall add such other inter- 
esting matter, as may either occur to myself, or be suggested 
by ray learned and judicious friends, whose countenance in 
this arduous undertaking 1 most earnestly solicit, and on whose 
assistance I greatly depend. 

"lam well aware, that the undertaking will be attended 
with great labour; for though it is easy to write works of fan- 
cy, there is nothing more difficult and tedious than to ascer- 
tain facts. It will, likewise, be attended with considerable 
expense. But T have counted the cost. 1 have had the sub- 
JeGt under consideration for several years; but more particu- 
larly since April last, when I published a pamphlet, entitled 
"A cenciw of the new buildings erected in this city, in the 
year 1824, &c. Also a number of statistical documents, in- 
teresting to the Christian, the Merchant, the man of inquiry 
and the public in general." As tliis little work was honoured 
with uncommon patronage, I propose, early in the ensuing 
year, to publish a new edition, with material improvements. 
I likewise determined to publish "a descbiption oir the 
CITY OF- NEW-YORK," upon an extensive KC&Ve,s\nnW to ^U i 
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PMTACE. 

"■•-^f The picture of London, The History of Edinburgh, Tht 
Tableau de Paris, The Oxford Guide, and other statistical 
accounts of the most celebrated cities in Europe. To this 
important work, my unceasing exertitins shall be directed, 
lill it shall be brought to a conclusion, and I shall proceed 
with pleasure, in full confidence that 1 shall receive from a 
generous public, an adequate compensation for my endeavours 
to serve them." 

Such were our friend's inientiDns, But, alas ! it pleased the 
AU-tvise disposer of events to remove him from this sublunary 
state of existence, in the midst of this career of usefulness. 
He died without leaving any instruction or materials for the 
direction of his successor. The writer of this article has how- 
ever, done the best he could, under existing circumstances; 
and begs leave to assure the reader, that if the work prove in- 
Jerior to his expectations, the fault must be attributed solely 
"^0 lack of ability and information in the 

FINISHER. 
^Pfew-^o^i,J«lry, 1827- 
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CITY OF NEW-YORK. 



Of the Ditcmery of Anterica, .by Chriilophcr Coi 
the 12th of Octoder, 14!)2. 

It has been asserted, although as I believe, with veiy 
little reason, tbat America was known to thr ancients. Ac- 
cording to some traditions it had, at a very early period, , 
been vigited by the Greenlanders, the Norwegians and the 
Welsh. Of this, however, we bav. no evidence in history. ' 
But if it w'ere really true, the knowledge, which they had 
obtained concerning the existence of what is now emphali- ■ 
cally called " The Neie IVorW was of no benefit ei lier to 
ibemsclves or nthtrs. It nas,in fact, like " a candle put un- 
der a bushel or in a secret place;" for it gave nu lighi On 
the whole, it appears more than probable, that the Euro- 
peans neither knew, nor had even thought of the existence 
of the continent which we now inhabit, till the days of Chi 
j-opHi;E.Coi.cfMBus, of whosfilifeas well as some of the \ 
ticular circumstances, which induced hint la conceive 
possibility of this important discovery, I now proceed to give 
a brief account. 

Christophkr Coluhbus or Colon, as he has bee 
times called, was horn in the republic of Genoa, i 
From a letter, which he addressed, a. d. ISOI, to Ferdinand 
and Isabelln, the king and queen of Spain, \t a^^iew?,., "Cos* 
he had then been eognged in a marlt'iine Ufe toi nc'&^'^ ^u^w* 
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teen years, and that he had followed the sea from the lime 
ihat he had atlitined ibe fourteenth year of hii age. 

His ancestors had, for several genentians, followed a sea- 
faring life, from which, however, they had derived no great 
emulumeni, as the parents of our navigator ap|iear to have 
been in limited circiimsiances,jBt the time of his birth. They 
were able, hewevi^r, to give him hucH an education, as fitted 
him for the i)rofe3sion, in which, after the example of his fore- 
fathers, he was about to engage. Besides the more necessary 
branches, he was instructed in geometry, geography, astron- 
omy, in the art of drawing, end in short, in every thing, which 
was, at that time, deemed requisite to form a skilful and luc- 
cessful adventurer on the seas. 

Columbus was not one of those, whose abilities remain con- 
cealed till late in life and who, after a youth spent in indolence 
or dissipation, have awakened ai a more mature age, in all 
tlie vigour and activity of genius. Having chosen his pro- 
fession, he hastened tu qualify himself for the honourable dis- 
charge of its duties, and as I have already stated, he com- 
menced his nautical career, at the age of fourteen. He made 
his first voyages in merchant vessels, which traded to diffe- 
rent parts of the Alediten'snean ; but the ardour of his mind 
was not to h". repressed ; a prouder career and a higher des- 
tiny awaited him. He had only attained his twentieth year, _ 
when he undertook a voyage of discovery, the principal ob^ 
|ect of which appears to liave been to ascertain, whethetl 
the frigid zone was habitable. He accordingly sttetc' 
the northern sen, and passing the limit of former enterprise 
pushed into the ocean, which lies beyond the Arctic eirclerfl 
" In February 1767'," says he, in a memorandum upon 
subject, "I sailed 100 leagues beyond Iceland, the nortl 
part of which is 73" North latitude and not 63" as si 
supposed. When I was there, the sea was not frozen ; but iIjm 
tides were so great, that, in come places, they rose ar " ' 
about 45 feet. I have, likewise, been in the Portugues 
of St. George del Mina, andean witness, thatitisnot 
habited, as some have supposed." Thus, he, at onci 
■ an end to the absurd opinion entertained by Ovid and othd 
ancient writers, viz. that out of the 6ve zones, the torrid of' 
Imrning zone was uninhabituble, by reason of its excessive 
heat, that the two frigid or frozen zones, were so extremely 
'nld as to render it impowible to live within iheir boundaries 
and that the only parts of the globe, which were fit for the res- 
ilience of the human species were comprised within the bound- 
ar/es oftke tivo temperate zones. In this voyage, Columbus 
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added Utde, or perhaps, nothing to hb forlune ; but lie de- 
fived from it a large share of nautical knowledge, which prob- 
ably paved the way to llie very important discovery, which, 
under the blelsing of Divine Providence, he was afterweriis 
enabled to make. 

The next adventure of Columbus was of a kJnd snmewhai 
different. He entered into ilie service of a relation, viz. Cu- 
iumbus junior 38 he is c&Ueii, a famous Genoese sea captain, 
wlio, at his own expense, had fitted out a small squadron, 
with which he carried on a piratical warfare against the Vene- 
tians and Turks, who were then the enemies of his couatiy- 
In this service, Columbus established his character, nut only . 
for skill in naval aftairs, but also for courage. On one ha- J 
satrdous occasion, in particular, he escaped with difficulty. I 
Having attacked, along with the vest of the flotilla, under the ^ 
command of his relation, some Venetian galleys, which were 
returning richly laden, from the coast of Flanders, he grappled 
with one of the enemy's vessels and, tn this situation, the ship, 
in which he served, unforlunalely took fire. All, in a mo- 
menl, was terrour and confusion. But Columbus, distinguish- 
ed no leas by his presence of mind, than by his bravery in 
action, threw himself into the sea and partly by swimming 
and partly by the use of an oar, got safe to land. This en- 
gagement took place not far from Lisbon, and tjic distance be- 
tween the vessel and the shore is said to have been more than 
two leagues. To Culumbus himself, as well as lo those, who 
were acquainted with the circumstance, this miraculous pre- 
servation must have conveyed the idea, that he was destined M 
by Divine Providence, for some very important benefit to the H 
world. Thus when the Immortal Washington, after Brad- ^k 
dock's deltat, covered the rMreat and saved the wreck of the ™ 
routed army, it was predicted by many and it is not improba- 
ble, he had a presentiment of it himself, that the time would 
come, when he would be hailed as the deliverer of his coun- 
try. 

But to return to our navigator. He liten quit the service of 
Wis relation and made Lisbon the place of his abode, where 
the encouragement, by Henry then king of Portugal, to every. ■ 
one skilled in navigation, and animated by the love of discov- 
ery was exceedingly great. Columbus had not been here long. 
before he married a lady of the name of Pereslrello ; but thii 
circumstance did no' detach him from bis maritime pursuits, 
nor abate his desire of honourable fame. The lady, wluK& W 

eed, was the daughter of Peter Monex¥etts«e\\o,a«^t- 
d mariner, who, under the patronage cT V;\n£tt«vT-j ,'Wi 
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iliscuvercd tlie islamii of Puerto Sancio and Madeira. 8y ' 
meana of his wife, he got possefsion of tbe journals, cliarb 
and olher papers, which had belonged to her ialber, and rroni 
Iheae he easily learned, the object, which the Portuguese had 
in view, in prosecuting (heir voyages towards the South,— 
This was nothing else than lo discover a passage to the Esq 
Indies, and it was proposed to reach those distant parts, I: 
douliling the most southern cape of Africa. 

After he had made himself acquainted with these partictt- 1 
lars, the idea uf finding a shorter and safer passage to the Eaat 1 
Indies, appears gradually t<i have occurred to his mind. J!d 1 
ihe discovery of the New World, little or, perhaps, nothing ' 
is lo be ascribed to accident. It was the re ult of diligent 
inquiry and profound and patient investigation. Like our in- 
comparable Fui-TON, who brought the steam boat system to 
ii much greuler degree of perfection than could have been rea- 
sonably imagined, he had, before he could accomplish his obr ! 
ject, to encounter dilBcullies, which except to those few, who I 
are endowed with uncommon talents and unremitting perse- 1 
verance would have been insurmountable. Not, therefore,! 
by chance, as it is commonly called ; but by the proper usej 
of those intellectual faculties, which God h'ld given them, theyfl 
both brought the designs, which they had in view to a favour-l 
able issue. It is greatly to be lamented, that neither of these^ 
cminrnt men, eiilier himself or Ilia descendants received a.~1 
. compensation, by any means, adequate lo ihe very important I 
services, which they rendered to the worlds but as long as ^ 
tbe art of printing shall exist, the names of Chbistopher Co- 
LL-iiBus AND BoBEKT FuLTON Will be recorded as two of 
the greatest benefactors to mankind, that ever existed. 

In the lime of Columbus, the rotundity of the planet, which 
we inhabit was well known. He was, therefore, led to con- 
ceive, that, in order that the terraqueous globe might be pro- 
perly balanced, and the lands and seas proportioned to each 
other, another continent was necessary, and drew this conclu- 
sion, that the East Indies might be visited by sailing in a 
westerly course ; and moreover, that that country would be 
1 found to lie within a distance, by no means considerable from 
the Canary slands. 

As early as the year 1474, he became more firmly establish. 
ed in his opinion, by the communications, which lie had with 
Paul, an eminent physician of Florence. This celebrated 
philosopher stated several facts, in coniirmation of the sclieme, 
suggested by Calumbus, pointed out the course of sailing on 
rt chart, urged him strongly to secure the proper means of ex- 



DISCOVEKY OF AMEBICA. 

eeutiitg bis purpose and concluited b; saying, "ibat tlievoy^ 
age laid down was iioi only possible, but true, certaiii, hon- 
ourable, ailvanUgenus and most glorieus lo chriitians." Tbc 
accuracy of the physician's prediclion, with respect lo the 
success of the enterprise has been fully verified by tlieresult; 
but alas ! we liave yet to learn, that the discuvery of America 
has been conducive lo the glury of the Chrtstiun cause. 

The next step uf Columbus was to engage some of the Eu- 
ropean powers in the accotiiplisbraent of his object. But 
none of the rulers .-f that continent had sufficient reach of 
thought to comprehend his schemes, or sufficient generosity to 
afford him thR necessary encouragement. By many, he was 
considered as a visionary projector. He was rejected by 
those called the great; because he was a man of low con- 
dition and by the learned, who were mortified lo learn, thiil 
an obscure pilot liad found niv thai, which had escaped the 
discernment of mere cultivated minds. He applied to the se- 
nate of Genoa, making his native country the first tender of hiSL' 
services ; but that body repelled him with scorn, b'-ing satisfied 
with receiving the productions of India, by the manner, in ^ 
which they were then brought to their hands. Repulsed by 
the Genoese, he made his scdeme known lo John 11, king of 
Portugal, who received him jiraclously ; but referred his pro- 
ject lo a number of pretended cosmographers, whom he was 
accust' iraed to consult in matters of this kind : but these ob- 
jected lo Iiis design, with every argument which their igno- 
rance or ingenuity could supply. Tw this treatment, they 
likewise endeavoured to add the most shameful treachery by i 
which ifit had succeeded, he would have lost the honour or 
being considered as t lie discoverer of the New World. Tht-y 
started many objections and asked a number of ensnaring 
questions, on purpose to betray him inlo a full explanation of 
his system. Having obtained his answers, they basely ad- 
vised the king to despatch a vessel privately toattempt the pro- 
posed discovery, by following the course, which he had point- 
ed out. King John regardless of honour or common hones- 
ty, meanly adopted th< ir perfidious counsel. Columbus, upon 
discovering this shameful transaction, with an indignalioD , 
natural to an ingenuous mind, left the kingdom and arrived in 
Spain, in the year 14U4. 

Here he prisented mi scheme in person to Fei'dlnand and 
Isabella, who then governed ihe'United kingdom of Castile and 
Aragon. They injudiciously stibmiited it to the examination 
of unskilful judges, who very gravely determined, " that it it 
presumptuous in any person to suppose, that be alone |>o^ 
A 2 



srsses knowledge superiour to iil] the rest of mankind united." 
They, likewise, niBiniaiDed, that if any such counlries existed 
iU those, which Columbus pretended, ihey would not have . 
remained so lung concealed ; nor would the wisdom of former 
ages, have left llie gtory of such a discovery to an obscure 
Genoese pilot. 

Finding himself baffled in all his endeavours to accomplisll 
his object, he now directed his attention to King Henry VII 
of England To him he sent hia brother Bartholotneiv, who 
was perfectly acquainted with his views and to whom he 
gave full authonty lo enter into such iigreement with that 
prince as to him niigbf seem proper. Bui, in his voyage to • 
that country, it unfi'ritinatily happened, that he was captured 
by pirates, who stripped him of every thing thai he possessed ' 
and detained him Ui a prisoner, for several yenrs. Ai lenglb, 
hr arrived at London in extreme indigence, and presented 
himself to the king, as soon as he was able In make a decent 
appearance. The proposals of Columbus were received with\ 
more approbation by Henry, than liy any other potentate,- 
to whom ihey had been submitted ; but nothing efleciual was 
done. Thus all his applications were, heretofure, unsuccess-i 
fbl ; objections were ever where raised and difficuhies exhib- 
ited ; the refusal of one monarch was urged as a reason for a , 
similar coudiit t on the part of another ; and had not the per- 
severance of Columbus been equal to his genius, the conti- 
neDt of America might have siill been unknown to the inbab* 
itantsofthe Old World. 

But the time was now at hand, when brighter prospects ■ 
icej'e about to ojicn. The Moors had been driven from Spain 
and Ferdinand and Isabella, the sovereigns of that country, 
had leisure forailtsiidlng to objects, which owing lo the distract- 
ed state of th< nation, had, fcir several years been, in a great 
measure, neglected. Columbus disappointed, but not n 
ed from hia purpose was, at tlii time, preparing to set out for ' 
England, in order that, if possible, he might tiniah the nego- 
ciaiion, which had been commenced with King Henry, by 
his brother. By the orders of Isabella, he was desired, to-' 
relinquish his intention o<* soliciting the pationaEie of foreign 
courts and invited into her presence with every mark of re- 
spect. At the interview, wliidi, soon afier, look place, he 
relaxed in nothing of what he had originally proposed. The ' 
conditions, on which he declared himself willing to unileriake 
ihe expedition were still the same, v'n. that he should be ap. 
pointed admiral of all the seas, which he might explore and , 
governor of all the continents and islands, which he might dis- 
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CDver; that these offices should be hereditary in his famly k 
" (hot the tenth of every thing hought, biiriered, found or got, 
wilhiii the bounds of iheadmiraUhip^ abating only the charge of 
the conc[iie3t," should be settled upon him and devolve to his 
heirs, in case of hia death It was his desire, that asmiitU 
squadron should be equipped and put under his command, g 
us a proof of his confidence of success, he oflered [o advance 
an eighth part of the money, which would be necessary for 
the purchase of the ships, provided he were altoweda corres- 
ponding share of the advantage resulting from the enlerprize. 
John Perez, the friend and confident of Columbus, confessor 
to the queea and an ecclesiastic of gteai influence n 
son, to whom he was indebted for the interview with liabetla. 
iiy his representation antl by those of Quintine la and Santao- 
gel, both officers of high standing, under tlir crown, a favour' 
able ear was, at last, lent to the propositions of our adventur- 
er. They stated to Isabella thai he was a person of a soutiii - 
nnd collected uiind, of acknowledged integrity, and welt in- 
formed in geography, history and navigation. Thfy, like- 
wise, represented, in the strongest terms (bat the glory whiclis 
woiilil result from the success of the enterpriie; would im- 
mortalize her reign, and th|lt the chrisiinn faiih would 4ie 
thereby greatly extended, by its promulgation amongst ilia 
~ inhabiianis of those countries which hiight be discovered. By 
the persuasion of these intelligent persons, Isabella resolved tc 
patronize Columbus and to engage him in her service, on his 
own terms. Orders were issued, that a squadron should be 
Ctiedout from the port of Palos. It consisted of ihree vessels^ 
hut as the arc of ship-building was then in its infancy and dis- 
tant voyages were comparatively unknown, the largest was 
of very inconsiderable dimensions and liie other two were not 
much larger than ordinary boats. They were victualled for 
twelve months and had ninety men on board. The whole 
expense of building and Titling out thi^ little squadron utiaiini 
ed to no more th;-n i^4000 sterling [$i7,760), and )iawever ir 
considerable this sum may appear at the present day, its . 
greatness was the principal cau^e, which prevented ihe Span- 
ish government from acceding to the proposals of Cduiuhus 
at a more early period. 

All things being ready, Columbus withlho^c under his com- 
mand, went in solemn procession to a monastery, where the 
blessing of heaven was implored on the voyage which be was 
about to undertake. This was on the 3d of August, a. d. 1492, 
and early on Ihe ensuing morning, he set sail from the harbout 
of Palos in the Santa MariB, the largest of the tlu^e vesaehj 
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which were destined for iKe undeitaking. The tn'o others 
were called the Pinta and the Nina. In lii days afler their 
depailure, they arrived at the Canary islands, without having 
met with any occurrence worthy of notice except that the 
rudder of the Pinta brake loose, an accident, which the super- 
stition of the sHJlora interpreted us a very unfavourable 

Ader refitting his vessels, Columbus left the Caniuies, on 
the 6th of September and launched out into seas, which had 
heretofore been never entered, without a chart to direct him, 
or any knowledge of the tides and currents, which might tend 
to iiiniede his progress. His seamen finding themselves pla- 
ced in a new and unprecedented situation became alarmed ai 
the hazardous nature vf the enterprize, heat their breasts ir 
dismay and relinquished all hopes of ever again seeing their 
country and their friends. 

But Columbus wus (leculiarly qualified to overcome dilli- 
culties of this kind. He was patient and persevering, mas' 
of himself and sUllful in the government of others. In na 
science and experience, he had no equal ; he placed very 
little dependence on Atiiers ; and allowing himself only a very 
ftfW hours for necessary repose, endeavoured to conduct ev- 
ery thing intiie most projier manner, by his own presence 
and authority. His vessel- moved rapidly before the trade* 
wind, which constantly blows from the Eastward within'*— - 
tropics ; but he judiciously concealed Irom his men the nu 
ber of leagues, which thuy had sailed. But nu bad conse- 
quence resulted from this imposition ; fur such was the igno- 
rance of his companions that none of them was able to delect 
it. About the 14th of Septemtter, ihey had got to the distance 
of nearly 200 leagues beyond the most Westerly of the Cana- 
ries, and here it was observed tliat the magnetic needle in- 
clined towSrds the West, from its direction to the polar star, 
and as they proceeded this variation continued to encrease. 
This was the occasion of serious alarm to CoiumbUs himself ~1 
and fdled hisassociales with a terrour, by no means, iinrea- ■ 
sonable. They were far from land and far from the tract of 
other navigators ; all around them was uncertain ; and all he- 
fore them unknown ; while riature herself seemed to be de- 
parting from her steadiness and the only guide, on which ' 
iiiey"had formerly relied !o point them to a safe retreat from I 
an unbounded and trackless ocean, appeared to be no longer 1 
entitled to their confidence. With astonishing presence of | 
mind, Columbus assigned a plausible reason which though it 
was, by r,o means, satisfactory to himself had the effect of 
sileaciog tbewariours of bis crew. 
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however, lo which the variaiion oftlie compasa 
gave rise, was not the only difficiilly which Columbus had lo 
lurmounl. Id a abort time thereal'ler, the luurmura of his 
sailors broke out in greater violence, first among the ignorant 
and wavering, then among ihose, who were mure adventur- 
ous and better informed, and at last exittnded with anpropitioui 
influence ihrooghotil (he fleet. The men blamed their sove- 
reign for listening to the schemes of a chimetical adventurer 
and for endangering the lives of his subjects, in order lo carry 
(hem into execution. The indications of land had all proved 
lalJacious. They would, therefore, be deceived no longer and 
resolved, that Columbui should be forced lo abandon an ua- 
dertaking, which &eemed evidently to threaten inevitable de- 
struction, and some of the more daring even talked of throwing 
him into the sea, as a merited punishment for his temerity. 

In the midst of this disaffection, Columbus RfipcateU with 
a cheerful countenance, as if pleased with his enterprize 
and confident of its success. He soothed his cunip^iniuns and 
ex postulated with ihem. He at one time, endeavoured lo 
influence their desire of riches ; and, at anoller, their love 
fif fame. He assumed a tone of authority and threatened 
(henl with the vengeance of their sovereign, as well as willt' 
everlasting infamy if they should abandon him in his under- 
taking. These encouragements and expostulations were not 
without their eOecis. But the fears of his sailors, at length, 
prevailed overall his remonstrances. They assembled lu- 
multuously upon deck and both oflicers and men insisted on 
returning lo Spain imntediate^. Under these circumstances, 
Columbus perceiving thai opposition would be dangerous, so 
liir yie.ded to their inipoi tuniiy, as to propose that tliey should . 
continue the voyage for three days more, at which time, if 
no land should be discovered, he would immediately I'eturn. 
Not withstHu ding the mutinous disposition ufihe sailors, this 
proposal did not appear lo ihem unreiisonable, and [he com- 
mander hazarded very little in making il- The indi- 
cations of land seemed indubitable. The water had gradu- 
all^y become more shallow ; flocks of strange birds were seen ; 
as well as weeds of a different kind from any, which they had 
liilherto observed. A staff curiously wrought had, likewise, 
been laken up by some of the crew belonging to ibe Pinta. 
A cane, which seemed to have been lately cut and a ihorn with 
red fruit upon il werp, likewise, found and a light, which 
was perceived at a distance, appeared to move as if carried,' 
from one place to another. These tokens were decisive and 
Columbus did not foil to use (hem in elc\aXiii^ xVift Vo^«4 ^"oA- 
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Jimini»luDg tbefean ofbisassocklea. On tLe morning ni 
the I3ih of October, an iiland appeared about 6 milea to the 
narthward wiib verdant fields, covered with woods and diver- 
sified with rivulets, and the several crews immediately began 
the Te Devm as a hymn oftbanksgiving to God forthis highly 
iiu|iortBiit discovery. This act of devotion was followed by- 
acknowledgmenf-s of disobedience towards their commander, 
and like those, who are suddenly moved by the vicissitudes of 
fortune, they passed from one exircme to another and looked 
up lo the man, whom, a Uw days before, tbcy had insulted, as 
one whom the Deity bad endowed with penetration and per- 
severance, above the cotiimou lot of mortals. 

Columbus, richly dressed, with a drawn sword in his hand 
and the royal slandard displayed, look possession of the is- 
land for the crown of Caslile and Leon. The natives, who 
had aiMmbled in great Dumbers on the first appearance of the 
ships, stood iiround their new guests, in speechless astonish- 
ment, utterly ignorant of what iliey were doing and unable to 
foresee the dreadful consequences, which would result to them 
from ibis unexpected visit, nor could they have entertained 
ihemost distant idea of the iojuslice, cruelty, bloodshed and 
skvery, which the unprotected inhabitants of the New World 
were destined to experience from these formidablesirangers. 

The island, on which he had thus lauded, was called by 
the natives Guanaliani ; but Columbus gave it the naifie of 
San Salvador. 1 1 is one of the Lucaya or Bahama islands and 
js situated about SOOO miles from Gomara, the most westerly of 
Ihe Canaries and only four degrees to the South of it. He af- 
terwards touched at many of the islands, which lie in the 
neighbourhood of the Bahamas, enquiring every where for 
gold, which he thought was the only object of commerce wor- 
thy of bis attention. In steering to the Southward, be discov- ' 
ered the islands of Cuba and Hispaniola, which were inhabited | 
by a humane aud hospitable people and abounding in all tbq I 
necessaries of life. 

During their return to (heir native country, the fleet was 
overtaken by a dreadful leoipcst, which threatened the most 
imminent danger to all on board and notwithstanding iIk 
great naval skill ef Columbus, rendered it highly probable, 
ibat they would never reach their destined port. His min^ i 
was likewise, harrasaed with a very rational fear, viz. that the^ 
knowledge of his discoveries should be for ever lost and I 
he ihould be handed down to posterity, as a bold, but VM 
gionary projector, whose life had been thrown away, in tba" 
pvrsuit of unattainable objects. Under these impressions, be j 
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Mited 10 his cabin, and wrote upon parchment a short ac- 
count of his voyage and of his success. This writing he seal- 
ed up and addressed to the King and Queen of Spain. He 
then put the parchment wrapt up in an oil cloth, carefully sur- 
rounded on all sides with wax, into a Itghl cask, which he 
threw into tliesea in hopes, ihat some fnriunale accident might 
preserve a deposit of so great importance to the world. Nor 
was he satisfied with one such packet. He immediately pre- 
pared atiother similar to the first and utiached it to the poop 
of the vessel, that as he expressed it himself, when the ship 
sank, the cask might float upon the water and take the chance 
of being found." Happily, however, the storm, at jeogth 
abated and on the l.^th March 1493, he arrived at Palos in 
Spain, from whence he had sailed about seven months be- 
fore. He was welcomed ariidst tlie loud acclamations of the 
admiring multitude and received by the court with every pos- 4 
sible mark of respect. 

In September 1495, he sailed upon his second voyage to 
America, during the performnnce of which he discovered the 
Islands of Dominica, Marigalante, Guadaloupe, Antigua, Ja- 
maica and several others, and returned to Spain in 1496. 
" Columbus commenced his third voyage in the beginning 
of the year 1498, and on thelirstof August, discovered the con- 

I dneni of America. He landed at diflerent places, on the coast 
of Paria and Cumana and every where surveyed their beauty 
and fertility with rapturous pleasure and from thence crossed 

' over to Hispaniola. 

i It has been mentioned already that the commission, under 

I Wbich Columbus agreed to undertake the veyage of discovery, 
Invested him with high powers and secured to him mnny im- 

I portant privileges. These conditions were readily agreed to 
by Ferdinand and Isabella, while his scheme was matter of 
speculation ; hut no sooner was it ascertained, that he liad dis- 
covered countries hitherto unknown and 'taken possession of 
ihem in the name of the Spanish monarchy, than it was [ 
ceived, that the commission was too Limple and lite powers 
and privileges too great. Such a commission had, however 
been granted and could not be openly or immediately revok- 
ed. Ferdinand was, In his temper, suspicious and peevish, 

' «^ hts ear was unfortunately open to the insinuations of the 
enemtea of Columbus. Leas gold had been got from the new 
opmtries than the avaricious monarch had expected. Dis-j 
turbances had, likewise, arisen In Hispaniola, and though lltey . 

I had been in a great measure quelled by the ^TesMitfc 4»l t^ 

I lumbus, still the very existence of these d\s\viAo.Tit«a\fc%*«™ 
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in the mind of Ferdintind, lh« hope of undevJatlnf prosperity', 
which he had heretofore uoiversally entertained, and rende- 
red hia temper slill more fretful. Complaints of the minule 
of Coliimbns were daily brought to him, and in a moment of 
irritalion, the capricious monarch granted a commission to 
Prancis de Bovadilla, empowering him t* proceed to His- 
paniola, to enquire into the conduct of Columbus, and upon 
fiadiag even any plaunttk rfoson for a charge against him, 
to take upon himself tlie government of the island. The re- 
sult was just what might hare been expected from so unjust 
a eoromission. Every sort of information, even from per- 
sons the most infamous was greedily received against the 
discoverer of the Western world, who was loaded with ironiu^ 
and sent to Europe, to be tried for his offences, by the goveron 
ment at home. 1 

It is not easy to read the account of this infamous proceedr',, 
ing with any measure of patience. No one, perhaps not 
even Bovadilla himself believed, that Columbus had, in any 
respect, abused the auihoriiy, in ii'hich he had been placed 
by his sovereign. Ilia life as a subject of Spain was that i ' 
uniform obedience and unwearied activity, and his whol 
conduct was such as to gain the esteem and admiration of pi 
ry one, who had the opportunity, of being acquainted « " ' 
In consequence of this opinion, Vallegos ihe captain of the ves- .' 
sel in which Columbus was confined, immediately after they 
had left the island, approached him, with feelings of the high- 
est veneration and regret, and offered to release him from 
his fetters. " No," said Columbus, " I wear those chains, in 
consequence of an order from the rulers jof Spain. Thej' 
shall And me as obedient to this as to their other injuaclions. 
By their command, I have been con5ned, and their command 
alone shall set me at liberty." He never forgot the shameful 
trenlment, which he then received. Through the whole of 
his life he carried with him his fetters as a memorial of the 
ingratitude of his country, and gave orders, that they should 
be burled with him in hia grave. 

Upon his arrival in Spain, as a prisoner in fetters, the indig- 
nation of all was greatly excited and even tlie ungrateful and 
haughty Ferdinand fell, for a while the emotions of shame. 
He disclaimed all knowledge of his imprisonment, and like 
any other king, who is taught by his courtiers, tliat he cqaJ 
do no wrong, soothed him with promises, which he never io^ 
tended to perform. As a proof of his sincerity, n Her detain-., 
ing Columbus, for a long time, in fruitless solicitation, he ap- 
pointed .Nicholas de Ovando governor of Ilispaniola in hjs 
stead. 
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But though unwilling to restore Columbui to ibal sialion of 
nliich from his contract with them, he was unjustly iltprived, 
Ferdinand and Isabella were still desirous ofrinployln^ him in 
new enterprises by sea. How ihey contrived to cujole him 
into such an undertaking, after ihey iiad treated him wiili 
stich unparalleted indignity does not appear. We learn, h«w- 
ever, from the faithful page of history, that he made his fourth 
voyage to Hispaniola, in the year 1302. He from thence 
suled along the continent about 300 leagues from Cape Gra- 
ciosaDios to Porto Bello. At length, after a considerable 
variety of fortune, when worn out wiili fuiigue, disappoint- 
Rient and sorrow, he ended his useful life at Valiidolid, on 
the 25lh May \^06. He wax grave though couripous in his 
tleportment, circumspecl id his words and actions, irreproach- 
able in his tnorals and guided by a supreme rcupect lor re- 
ligion, which he manife»l(Kl in every depannient of his life. 
His retnaitis were deposited in the Caihedrul of Seville, and 
aa inscription, of which the following is a translation, was 
qigraved upon his tomb, 

"Columbia's has givena A'ew World ta the Itingdoms of 
Castile and Lbon-" ' 

The fate of this great man was marked with circumstances 
peculiarly striking. He, at an early period of his life, de- 
vised and after encountering difficulties almost inuirmouuta- 
ble, carrieil on to a successful issue, one ol the most noble 
luiterprises which ever entered into the mind of man. But 
notwithstanding the very liberal promises made to him, by 
the King and Queen of Spain, he was shamefully deprived of 
all and evety pari of the stipulated reward for his services, 
whilstliving, and alter his death, the honour of his very im- 
portant discoveries, has, in a great measure, been bestowed up- 
OD another. 

Amongst several adventurers to the New World, soon after 
lite route had '.teen clearly pointed out, was Ambkicus Vkspi;- 
' sius, a naiive of Florence, who visited the continent some 
years after Columbus, and transmitted to his friends in Eu- 
rope, a history of his adventures, written in a captivating style. 
He had the address, to frame his narrative in such a man- 
ner, as to make it be believed, that the glory of having first 
discovered the continent in the New World belonged to him, 
by which meaiis he robbed Columbus of the honour, which he 
justly deserved. The story of Americus was, in part, believed. 
The consent of all nations has bestowed the name of AhgiiicAj 
sn the western continent ; and, at this distance otums, 
only regret an act of injustice, which 
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SETTLKMEST OF NEW-TORK 

Ai what period, this appellation was given, 
e means of ascertaining. 



CHAPTER n. 

From the discovert/ of America by Columbus to the settlt' 
ment of Fort Amsterdam, (noie New-York) by the i>ulGA, 
in the year.\&l'i- 

I HAVE thus given s succinct account of the discovery of 
America by Columtius, and now proceed to detail the circum- 
stances, which occurred, from ihal period, to the sel[lemeiit>* 
of Fort Amsterdam (nuw New- York) by ihe Dutch. 

Henry VII, king of England, employed Sebastian Cabot, r 
native of Venice, to discover a North West passage to Ch'mB, 
-in attempting which he, in the year 1 497, discovered all the 
North East coast of Ameiica from Cape Florida lo 67^ l-J'* 
North lat. and as fabot was in the English service, the king,^ 
as the phrase then was, became entitled to all that tract of 
country, by right of discoeery. * 

In the year 1584, Sir Walter Raleigh, an Englishman, sent 
two vessels, with people to effect a settlement, who landed at 
a place since called Roanoke, took possession of the country 
in the name of EliEabeth the English sovereign, and called h ■ 
Virginia, in allusion to her being named The Virgin Qiteexi, , 
On 10th April I6O6, two companies were incorporated b^ 
James, then king of England, by the names of (he Sou^ ™ 
Virginia Company and the North Virginia Company; the' 
limits of the former being between thelat. of 34" and 41"! 
Rnd'ofthe latter between 38" and 45°. By vinueof these 
patents, the South Virginia Company began a seiilement irti 
the great bay (Chesapeake) in 1607; but the North Vir- 
ginia Company planted 00 colony until the year IG20, when- 
Plymouth in New England was settled. 

Henry Hudson, an Englishman, in the year I6O8, sailing 
under a c.immission from his king, discovered Long Island, 
New-York, and the river, which still bears his name, the 
mouth of which is about 40" 20' N. lat. Hudson, without li- 
cense from his sovereign, sold the country, or rather his right'*' 
thereof to the Dutch. But the writers of that naiion conteni 
that he was sent out by tlieir East India Company in the year 
1609, to discover a North West passage lo China, and that 
a/terbav'tng d'iscovatA Delaware Bay, he cane hither ami 
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paetfated up Iludson^s riv«r as far North as the lalilude of 
43°. It is said, however, thai ihere iras a sale and that tbb 
English objecierf lo it, though they, for some time, neglected 
lo oppose the Dutch settlement of the country. 

In iGlO, Hudson sailed ^ain from Plolland to this coun- 
try, to which the Dutch had given the name of the New Neth- 
erlands, andin 16I4, the States General granted a patent to 
the Dutch West India Company to carry on an exclusive 
trade on Hudson's River. Immediately after the receipt 
of Iheir patent, they buih a fort on the West side of that ri»er 
near the spot, where Albany now stands, which was first com> 
manded by Henry Chrisdaens. In the same year, Sir Samuel 
Argall, president of the South Virginia Company was de- i 
spaicbeil by Sir Thomas Dale, guvernor of Virginia, to dis- 
p(6sess the French of ih^ towns of Port Royal and St. Croix 
lying ua each side of the bay of Fundy, in Acadia, (now No- 
va &:otia) which was then claimed as a part of Virginia. 
In his return lie visited the Dutch on Hudson's river, who ' 
finding themselves unable to make an efTecluBl resistance' 
prudently submitted, for the present, to the King of England, 
and under him to the Governor of Virginia, 

lathe year 1620, King James I. gave the Dutch permission j 
lo build some cotlaj:'S, on Hudson's river for the convenience 
of their vesselK, engaged in trade with Brazil, and under this 
license, they settled a colony, to which they atUl gave the name 
.of the New Netherlands. The very next year, they erected a . 
furt, on the South West point of the island Minhallan (no*' ■ 
New-York) nnd appear to have C'lnsidered their said colony 
U including the whole of New Jersey and Hudson's river and 
the greater pari of that tract of country, which now coustiiule ' 
the states of New-Vork and Pennsylrania, lying on both sides 
of New Jersey, 

Compliiinl having been made of the usurpations of the 
Dutch, by King Charles I. to the States General, the businesB'' 
was il'isavewed by them, and declared, in a public instrument^ ' 
to be only a private undertaking of the West India company 
of Amsterdam. But whatever concessions were made by the 1 
Dutch government upon this occasion, their conduct appeara 
to bare been very little under the infl lence of sincerity- It is ■ 
probable however, that the mode of procedure which they ' 
adopte<l, miiht have been, inconsequence nf the civil commo- 
lioRS, which took place in England, soon after the commence- 
meatofthe reign of that infatuated moaarch, and which ^va 
10 the government of that nation bo much b^ls\tt«sa*^.'naw^ft 
1 as lo leave (hem very little leisure la divect i,\vew a\\w<\a(v • 
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We accordingly lind, that the Slates General, determined 
on the regular settlement »f a colODy, and made a grant of 
the country in 1621 to th.- We*i India company of Amsier- 
daro. Wouier Van Tiviller arriveii ai Fort Amaterdaok 
(now New York) and took opon him ihe government of 
the colony, in June 1629- His slyle, in the patents which 
he granted was thus. "We (he Director - nd Council reaidinh 
in New Neiherland, under the government of their Higg 
Mighiineues the Slates General of the United Netherlands 
and ihe privileged West India Company." 



CHAPTER III. 

From the possession of ike colony by the Dutch to iti turren- 
der to the British, under the comtBond of CoUmel Bickard 
Nichols, in the year 1664, 

It is my avowed object, in this undertaking, to lay before 
my readers the history «f tlie city, not ofthi province, now 
the stale of New- York : hut at this early period, the circum- 
stances iricident to the settlement of both ari so i lend^d to- 
geiher as to render it difficult to separate the one from the 
other. I shall, iherefnre, without fiTlher apirtogy, proceed,! 
the manner, wlijch appears to be most practicable for general 
information. 

During the government of Mr. Van Twiller, the New-Eng- 
landers extended <heir possessions to (he Westward, as far aa 
Connecticut rivir. William KieA, who sue e- ded in the ad- | 
ministration, protested against it, and, in the year 1' 
a proilaniaiion prohibiting the English from trading ta Fort 
W)oil Hope, and shortly after application was made to the 
States General for mote troops to defend their territories 
against invasion. They appear to have had good reason for 
alarm, as Dr. Mather, in his History of New England, admits, 
thai the inhalriianis had formed the design ot settling Connec- 
ticut river in the yeiir 1635, before which lime they had con- 
sidered, thai river to be, at least, 100 miles from any of their 
setllemenis, that in 1636 they sealed rhemselves al Hnrlford, 
and after sellling New Haven in l638, drove the Dutch gar 
rison from Fort Good Hope. 

lnl(>4U, the English, who had taken possession of tin; 
Eastern part of Long Island, proceeded a ' " 
about 40 m'i]es from the city of Ncw-Y ' 
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ceeded as far as Oyster Bay^ J 
cw-Ytrk. But Kiefi brok« I 
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'tp their settlemeot in 1643, and filled out two sloops to drWe,' 
the Marylandersfrom the Schuylkiil,of which they bad then* 
faken possession. The instructions to Alprndam, who com- 
manded the expedition assert, in the strongest lerins, the right 
or which ihe Dutch deemed themselves possessed, both lo the 
soil and trade on that rivi-r. I ndeed ii appears that they ^en 
claimed the exclusive jurisdiction of the whole country from 
Cape CotI to the West side of the entrance into ihe Delatvare 
bay. About the same lime, the English settlers from the 
Eastward, sent deputies to New-York for the purpose of set- 
tling their disputes about limits, to whom liie Dutch offered 
certain conditions, recorded in the Latin language, af which it 
may be sufficient to giv e the fuUov ing abstract. 

Conditions oflerei' by the director general of the counci 
New Netherlandiothedelegatesof the Honourable the coui 
of Hartford, viz. That the latter ahouh 1 pay for the occupancy 
ef their lands to the Stales Genera' of the United Provinces, or 
to their agents, ihe tenth pan of the emoluinenis arising from 
■heir fiel'ls, orchards, and g^'rdens ; or, in lieu thereof, such i 
valuable coDsideration «s might thereafter be agreed upon, so , 
long as they should possess the said lands. Dated at Fort 
Amsterdam, 9th July, 1642. ' 

We have no account, that the English acceded lo these pro- 
posalg. On the contrary, they daily extended their posses- 
sioDS, and in l643 the colonies of New England, entered into 
aleague boib against the Dutch and the Indi;ins; the former 
of whom ti-ey even proposed to extirpate. But to this me 
sure, the colony of Massachusetts bay would not accede, 
consequence of which it was abandoned. 

P«ter Sluy.vesant, the last Dutch Governor of this country, 
entered on hia administration 27'ih May, 1647. The inroads 
and claims upon his government kept him constantly employ- 
«ilt New England as well as Maryland alarmed his fears by 
theirrapid incease, and, at the same time Long Island was ' 
claimed forthedowagerofSterling. The Swedes too were 
conttiiually encroaching upon Delaware. In l65t, the Dutch ■ 
buJll fori Casiniir, now called New-Castle; but of this the 
Swedes who chimed the country as their own, got posses- 
sion, soon after it was erected In l655, the Dutch prepared, 
to retake it; Stuyvesant commanded the expedition in perBon* -i 
and arrived with his forces in the Delaware. He landed them 
a few days after and immediately demanded the fortress, £ 
Dntek property. Suen Siiitw, the commandant desired leave 
10 emsuli Risinah hi^ superior officer, wViic\\ \«;\n^i«.^>ift*A, 
h* capUiilai, d, i'n Ih^ l6lb Septembw. Basto^, -vVq i.«B^ 
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manded Fort Chmtina. likewise surrendered on the 25lh oi' 
the same month. The couMry bring thus subdued, SiuyvC' 
sitni issued a proclamation, in favour of such oj'thi; inhabitants 
u would submit to llic Dutch government, and about thirty 
Swedes I wore "fidelity to ihe Slates General, &c," Those 
who would not taLi' the oath, were sent to iheir native country. 
The Swedes being thus completely subdued, the Dutch became 
maiters ol' what was then called " the three lower countiea,'' 
now the State of Delaware. . 

This part of the country was afterwards under the com* i 
mand ofLieutenaotgovernors who were commissioned byatid 1 
subject to the controul of the director general at Fort Atnsler- 1 
dam. It appears that the last of these drputies or lieutenant 
govi-rnors, was ^^ illiain Beeknian, a man of resolution and 
unquestionable integrity, many of whose descendants are 
amongst our most respectable citizens, ut the present day. 

la the year 1659, fresh troubles arose from the Maryland i 
claims. The whole of the country comprised betwien 38". 
and 40= N. Lai. and extending from the Atlantic to the Paci-. ■ 
fie ocean was ordereil to be evacuated by Colonel Utie, tlief- 
agi-nt of Lord Baltimore, who was then the proprieiary of 
Maryland. Mr. BeeUman question-d his lordship'^ right and 
desired three weeks indulgence, so that he might be able to 
consult Stu; vesant the director general upon the subject. 
This proposal was rejected and Utie gave him peremptory or- 
ders to withdraw his forci s i mined lately, beyond the 40* of 
N. lai. Beekman, who was an inflexible patriot, disregarded 
his threats. Utie returned to Maiyland, without bav-itg gained ' 
his object, and an immediate invasion was expected. But the 
storm blew over, and the Dutch were permillid to remain 
without molestation. 

That Governor Stuyvesant was indefatigable in the service 
of his employers is evident from the »hole of his conduct, but 
particularly so from his tetters, exciting them to lake care ot 
tbecolony. In one dated April 20lb, 1<)60, he writes thus, 
"YourHonouis imagine, that the troubles in England will 
prevent any attempts on these parts. Alas! tliey areten to 
one in number to us and able, without any assistance, to de- 
prive us of the country when they please," and on the 20th of 
June following he informs them, that the demands and en- 
croachments of the English gave the people here great con- 
cern and though, says he, " the right to both rivers by pur- 
chase and possession isour own, without doubt, we apprehend, 
that they, our more powerful neighbours, lay their claim under 
* royal charter." 






About the same time, while the colonists of Ketr Engl 
mre dail; encromchmg upon the Dutch, l.trrd Sterling 
soliciting the King Tor a coafirmBtion of his right to the whole 
ofLong Island, which had Ijeen granted lo him by bit royil 
father, and the inhabitants o( Maryland were Iwcoming ex- 
ceedingly irouhlesome. Of all these difficulties SiuyveMntiivf^ 
Ibrraod his Diasiers at lei^tb, in aletier dnted21si July, 16S1J 
ia which lie aha mentions that the king of fingUnd had bMM> 
solicited to invade theif territories, for which purpose ifaret; o^^ 
four [ngaies had been solicited and that he had been made ta 
believe thai the Dutch West India Company'held ihiscounlry, 
linder an unlawful title, having only obtained leave of Jame« 1 
for a, watering place on Staten Island. 

It was somewhat remarkable, thiit while the Dutch were 
contending with their European neighbours, ihey had always 
been aide la maintain friendship with the natives, until llio 
tvnr which broke out with the Indians in UUter county in 
l66t ; but Ibis contimjed for a very short time. The fact i8|j 
that llie Dutch treated Ihem with justice and humanity, antfl 
ilother nations had acted in the same judicious manner, we 
irouid have had few complaints respecting Indian mBssacres 
and barbarity. 

On the l:^tb niarch, 1664, King Charles II by letters p-d* 
tent under the great seal of England, granted to his brother 
James duke of York, his heirs and assigns all Maiianacks, now 
liORg Island, all Hudson's river, and ail the lands fkom thft 
West.sidefof Connecticut river lo the Hast side of Delaware 
bay, ti^lber with all royalties and the rifiht of governmenlii 
Of tills the Duke sold all that part, whicti includes the present 
tSMe of New-Jersey, in June 1664, to Lord Berkley and Sir 
George Carteret, in asfull a manner as he had reeeivcd it, 
And this possession of the English was confirmed on the 21sl 
JnJy, 1667 by the treaty of Breda between Charles 11 and the 
Statcsgeueral. The remaining part of the property granted, 
BOW the stale of New-York, was so called in honour of the 
Duke of York. New Jersey tuok it- name from the isle of 
Jersey, in compliment to Sir George Carteret, whose family 
came from thence. . i 

Soon after the grant of this potent. King Charles despatclf 
cd a smalt force for the purpose of subduing the country. Q( 
the design»|if the English against them, the Dutch inbabitanH 
were, by die vigilance of their governor, apprised on the Sth 
of Jaly, wflff then received information that an expedition wa« 
preparing against them, consisting of three \eftaft\& o^ AO « ^ 
jBina tacb, haviag oa board about three hundtei so\Sw«iaa 
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Ibat ihiiy lay at Portsmouth wuiting for a wind. Ii after^aids 
turned out that liiere were four vessels. The burgomHsiers 
were ihereup.incalk'd into Council mho ordered the fort to 
be put in the best slate of defence. The squadron soon after 
arrived at Boston, where the commissioners had a conference 
with the Council, and earnestly besought the assistance of that 
colony; but they did not then comply with the request, al- 
though they did soon after. The reasons urged in their ex- 
cuse were poverty and the season, it being then harvest ; but 
perhaps disaffection to the Stijabt family, by » hose perse- 
cuting spirit, they had been driven from their native country, - 
■light have been the true spring of their conduct. As soon as < 
all the vessels arrived at New-York, which was on the 2Gth 
August) Siuyvesant aont a polite letter to the English com- 
manders, desiring the reason of their approach and continu- 
ance in the harbour, without giving notice to the Dutch, Colo- 
nel Nichols sent an answer the next day, "ith asummona to 
Burreniler. It is addressed "To the Honourable the Gover-> 
nor and chief Council of the Manhattans.'' 

in this document, he informs them, that (he King his sov- 
retgn had, for the maintenance of his unquestionable rights, 
■ coniinanded him to require from the Dutch the surrender of, 
•11 farts, towns or places of strength under their jurisdiction 
and that he, in his majesty's name, demanded the immediate 
surrender oi'the town situate on the island of Manhatloes, with 
all the forts thereunto belonging. He concludes, by assuring < 
them, that every Datdi inhabitant, who should readily submit ' 
Id his majesty's i;overnmenI, should be secured ta his estate, 
~life and liberty, and concludes by expressing his expectation, 
that he would receive an answer by the four gentlemen, whom 
lie jfad despatched with the summons. Dated on board his 
majesty's ship the Gwyny, 31st Aug, lCfi4, and subscribed 
" Robert Nichols," 

Stuyvesant promised an answer the next morning and, in 
the mean fime, convened the council and burgomasiers. He 
was a brave soldier, bad lost a leg in the service of his country 
and was desirous of defending the place, by all the means in 
his power. He, therefore, refused both to the inhabitants and 
bui^omasters, a sight of [he summons, least the easy terms 
proposed might induce them to capitulate. The inhabitants 
were called together at the 3iadt-hou3e and infurmed of the 
governor's refusal. On the 2d Sept. the burgomasters came 
into council and demanded to see the summons, which he, in 
a Gt of anger, tore to pieces. Upon this, they protested against 
iheaetandaU its consequences. But notwithstanding the 
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fiddingiliapMitionof the inhabitants to the BritUb commis- 
sioners, our gallant veteran having resolved on a vigorous re- 
sistance, B^iit iheni a long letter vindicating the justice of the 
Dutch claims, to the lerrilories, which they occupied in ibis 
GodDtry iiid his detertninaiion to support them. This is dai- 
od, at the Fort at Amsierdani 3d Sept. 1664. 

While the governor and council were contending with the 
bttrgomasters and people in the city, the English commission- 
ers published a proclamation in the country, encouraging the 
■Dhabiiants to submit, and promising tbem all the privileges 
orfiritish subjects. Many, on dbcovering from Stuyvesant's 
letter, which was then, likewise, published, that he was avei-sc 
lo the surrender, being fearful of the impending storm, resolv- 
ed to join the strongest parly and began on Long Island Id 
beat up for volunteers. The honest governor bnng thus 
invaded by a foreign eneiny and not only deserted, bnt even 
threatened by those on whose frienH-<hip he had depended, per- 
ceiving thai resistance would only occasion the wanton efliisioii 
cr blood, agreed to the appointment of certain distinguished 
citizens, who, in conjunction with the British commissioners 
should conclude a treaty for the surrender of the colony. Thi* 
instrument consisted of 23 articles, of which it is suHiinent to 
pre the outlines of some of the most prominent. The Stiiles 
General or West India Conipany weie to enjoy all farms anil 
bouses, except those in the forts and had liberty, within sis 
m0Oths,ti> transport all the arms and ammunition, which be>- 
longed to them. The people might remain free denizens and 
occupy or dispose of their lands, houses and goods as they 
pleased. They were to enjoy free lilierty ot conscience, and 
retain their own customs respecting their inheritanceF.. Nn 
judgment, which had passed any of their courts of judicature 
could be called In question, and all previous ditfvrences re- 
specting contracts were to be delermined according to tha 
mannerof the Dutch. No Dutchman nor Dutch aliip could 
be pressed to serve in war against any nation whatever and 
no soldiers quartered on the inhabitants. Inferior civil officers 
might continue to fill their stations lill the customary time of 
uenr election, and the inhabiianlx were entitle to chose depu- 
ties, who should have free voices in all public uOairs. The sol- 
diers were to march out with the lionours of «ar and each of 
them, who chose to retnain in the cwmtry, was entitled lo 50 
acres of land. These articles were approved by Colonel 
Nicfaob oa the Tlh September and on the cftb by Governor ' 
SlurvnaoL 
^jbe town of fort Amsterilani, tiQV assumed \\« ^■asBfe'* 
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N9W-Yark, The lerms of capitulaiion were so satisfactory 
lo ihe inhabicanis, ihat within two days after the aarrender, 
the military aid, which had been sent on from Boston, was 
dismissed. Hudson's river was still, however, to be reduced. 
Sir George Gartert^t was commissioned I'or that purpose and 
subdued Fort Orange, which, on its capitulation, on the 2'llh 
Sept' mber, he called Albanv in honour of the proprietor 
James Duke nf York and Albany. Very few of the inhabi- 
tants left ihe country. Even Governor Stuyvesant himself 
coded his days in peace on his own estate, situate about a mile 
Einda half to the Easlwa'dof the Cily Hnll, which said estate 
is now possessed by Nicholas and Peter l^tuyvesanl Esqs. and 
their two sisters ihe ladies of General Nicholas Fish and of 
Benjamin Winthrop Esq. his descendants oftheSlh genera- 

Ji is but Justice to observe that the descendants of those 
honest Dutchmen, who, in the year 1664, were compelled to , 
surrender the city and province to the superior force of the 
Britisli have, iii general, been exceeded by none of their fel- 
low citizens in honesty, industry and sobriety. They are, ■ 
likewise, fniilled to great credit for their uniform atlachmenfJ 
to that constitution, under which we now so happily live> I 
Many of ihem at the present day, hold distinguished offices ■ 
under the national and slate governments, r he corporation of 
our cities and also in the church and with very few exceptions, 
perform their respective duties, in ^uch a manner, as is hon- 
ourable to themselves and advantageous to the public. 



CHAPTER IV. 

From Ihe surrender of the proeince to the Engliskin 1G64, to 
Ihe accession of King iVilliam and Queen Mary to the 
throne in ifiiiS. 

CoLONSL Nichols having; thus got possession of the coun- ' 
(ry, assumed the government by the title of " deputy gover- 
nor, under his royal highness the Duke of York, over all his 
territories in America." Soon after the commencement of 
Ids administration, he with great prudence, endeavoured to 
promote the gradual introduction of the English methods of 
government Hence on the 12 th June, 1665, he incorporated 
the inhabitants of New-York, under a mayor, live aldermen 
Bad a sberiS. Till that time, the city was governed accurd- 
'"g lo the mod? wbkh then prevailed in Holland. 



^^^H TO THE DUTCH AKtl AQAIN RCSTOBED. 29 ^| 

^^TSiier nn administration of nearly ihree years, Niciiuls rp- 
turned to England^ He erected no couria of justice ; but tnok 
upon Iiiinseir the sole decision of all cases whatsoever. Dot 
he was a man of an easy and benevoleni disposition ; aod, > 
aotwilhs landing his plenitude of power, il is much to his ho- 
Dour, that he governed ihe province with integrity and mode- 
ration. 

Colonel Francis Lovelace, was appointed lo succeed Ni- 
chols and entered on the duties of his office in May 1667- 
As he was a man of great moderaliun, the people lived peace- 
ably under him till ibe re-surrender of the colony, which put 
an end to his power, in IG72, a war broke oul betneen 
Charles II of England and the Stales General. Un (he 30lh 
I July, IGTS, a few Dntch ships arrived within u few miles of 
the city, when Captain John Manning, who then commanded 
the fort, treacherously delivered it up to the enemy without 
firtiig a shot. Anthony Colve, a captain in the army of the 
Stales General, was appointed governor of the New Nether- 
lands, asihey were bounded at the time of the surrender in 
lfi64. But he did not lon^ enjoy bis office, as on the 9lh Feh- 
iniary, 1674, the treaty of peace between Eng-Isnd and the 
States General was concluded, by virtue of which this country 
was restored to the English. 

Onihe 1st J 1y, 1674, the duke appointed Sir Edmund 
.4ndrosatobe governor of his territories in America. On 
the 3lBt October, a court martial was called to try Manning 
for his treachery and cowardice in having surrendered the 
fort. Manning, on his trial, confessed that the charges ad- 
duced against hira, were true; yet the sentence of the court 
was so lenient, that though they declared, that he had deserv- 
ed death, as he had been in England and seen the King and ' 
the 9uke, the punishment to be inflicted on him was, that his 
Bfford should be broke over his head and that he should, in : 
fature, be incapable of serving his majesty in any office what- 
ever. ■* 
This light censure, however, is no proof that Sir Ed'ward 
was a man of a merciful disposition. On the contrary every 
psrl oi* his conduct abundantly shews that he was an arbi- 
trary tyrant, who knew no law but the will of his master, nor 
any rale of action except the gratification of his mahgnant 
and unruly passions. Towards the close of his adminislra- 
llon, he quarrelled with Philip Carteret, who in 166O, exercis- 
ed the government of East Jersey, under a commission from, 
the proprietor Sir George Carteret. Andtoss <!i\&^\ft«:\ Vv^ 
right and brought him prisoner to this crty, tot'wVw.^xW^^a 
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alledged by some, ihHt he lost his own govemment. Bui iflt 
be considered, thai he was iin mediately preferred to be gover- 
nor uf Massachiiaetis, it is more than probable, that he was 

superseded fur fniiuc other reasiiO. 

Though the Duke had iippointcd Colonel Thomas DoDgaiii 
AS the successor of Andross on ihe 30th September, 1682, be 
did not arrive till the 27th August, in the year following. He 
was a professed caibolic , but no bigol. He was a man of in- 
tegrity, nioderaiion and genteel manners, ond may be consid- 
ered as one of the best governors sent from England to this 
country. 

Till the arrival of Colonft! Dongan, the people had been 
ruled at the will of the Duke or his deputies ; but soon after 
he assumed the government, he issued orders to the freehold- 
ers lo choose' representatives, who should meet him in Assem- 
bly, on ihe 17th October, IdSS. Nothing could be more agree- 
able to the people, who whetlier Dutch or English, were born 
the subjects- of a free state, and who, of course, could not easi- 
ly submit lo the arbitrary mandates of an individual. Don- 
gan, who undoubtedly had the interest of the province at 
heart, surpassed all his predecessors in keeping the Indians 
in a stale of tranquillity. And it ought to be mentioned to his 
honour.that though he was ordered by ihe Duke, to encourage 
the French priests to live amongst ihem, he ex|iressly forbade 
the natives t« entertain them, as he well knew, that the object 
of these missionaries was not to propagate (he blessed gospel ; 
Ijut to alienate the affections of tiie Indians from the £nglish 
government and to induce ihem to espouse the cause of France. 
These pretended apostles were, however, notwithstanding the 
governor's endeavours to prevent it, too successful in iheir 
machinations. The Five Nations of Indians, as they were 
called, who were then very powerful, at their instigation, com- 
menced hostilities on the back parts of Virginia and Mary- 
land, which occasioned a grand convention, at Albany, in 
lG84, where a treaty was made, by which the Indians agreed 
to desist from further depredations. The ralification of this 
treaty was, in a great measure, owing to the esertiona of Col- 
onel Dongan, whom the Indians deservedly held in great es- 



Soon after this, De la Barre governor of Canada, wilh a 
powerful army, made war against the Five Nations, meditat- 
ing no less than their total destruction, and a letter was receiv- 
ed by Colonel Dongan, from the Duke commanding him lo 
lay no obstacles in Ihe way ; but the Governor regardless of 
histnaster^s orders, apprized the Indians of the French designs 



sod promiaej to assist ihem. Bemeen ihe Indians and Ca- 
nadians, a saogiiinary war took place, which continued willi 
various success, till the end of iIir y^ar ltiS8 ; but as the 
events, which occurred during tliat war are foreign to ihe sub- 
ject, I shall only observe, that on the I6tb Jaiy, tnelve hun- 
dred Indians landed at Montreal, while the French were in 
perfrct security, burnt their houses, and put to (he sword all 
the men, women and children, whom they fell in with. A 
thousand French were slain and twenty-six made prisoners and 
burnt alive. Many more were taken in October following 
and the lower pun of the island completely destroyed. Never 
before did the Canadians sustain so heavy a loss ; nor did 
their distresses end here. Numerous scouts from the Five 
Nations continually infested their borders and, by their re- 
peated depredations, prevented them from cultivating their 
fields, in consequence of whiirh a famine raged through the 
whole country, li was, therefore, peculiarly fortunate to the 
French, thai through the pusillanimous and fluctuating mea- 
sures pursued under the reign of James II, then king of Eng- 
land, the colonies were incapable of affording succour to the 
Indians. 

While these things were transacting in Canada, a scene of 
the greatest importance was opening in this city. A general 
disaffection to the government prevailed among the people. 
Roman Catholics began to settle in the province, under the 
smiles of the governor. The collector and several principal 
officers threw off the mask and openly avowed their adherence 
to the church of Rome. A latin school was opened and the 
general belief w^is that the teacher was a Jesuit. The whole 
community was thrown into the most violent agitation, as it 
was generally believed, that the Protestant cause was in dan- 
ger Should such circumstances occur, in this country, at the 
present day, they would excite no alarm ; but let itbe remem- 
bered that, at that period, the doctrine of religious liberty was 
scarcely, ifat all. understood. During the dark ages, persf- 
cuting principles acquired great strength. They struck their 
roots very deep in the hierachy of the church of Rome and in- 
tolerance was the evil spirit, which pervaded all the members 
of that body. But it would be unjust, if we should confine 
our censures of this persecuting mania to the church of Rome ; 
for it is notorious, that imioediately after the reformation, 
much of the same spirit still remained amongst the protestants, 
und the most melancholy effects were often prflduced by it. 
New England was scarcely settled by Ihe Pvit\Um,'«\»o'K4&. 
been driven from (lieir native couniry, bj veWgkijM* i^Vd*^ 
^^ C 
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ranee, ivhen the most severe lavs were enacted against the 
unoBensJ ve people called Quakers, some of whom were hanged, 
and ve have many instances in the history of this city, by 
ivhich it will evidently appear, that not only individuals ; but 
communities, at large, have been put to great inconvenience, 
because they could not conscientiously subscribe to the same 
religious opinions as were entertained by men in power. Now 
I am confident, there is not, in the whole of the New Testa- 
ment, a single text, which alTords the least shadow of authority 
for persecution, on account of difference uf opinion ; but innu- 
merable passages might be adduced, to prove, that such a spi- 
rit is altogether repugnant to that of the gospel. One, howev- 
er, shall suffice. The lollowing is recorded in the ()th chapter 
of Luke's gospel, fruni iheSlsttoihe S6lh verse inclusive; 
" And it came to pani', when the time leas come, that he thould 
he received up, hi' immediately net his face to go to Jeruaa- 
lem, and sent inesgengent before his face ; and (hey loent and 
entered into a milage of the Samaritans to make ready for 
him, and they did not rr.ceive him ; because hit face teas, at 
though he would go to Jerusalem. Aid when his disciplei 
Jamei and John navj this^ they said, Lnrd, teill thou, that we 
command fire to came down from heaven and consume them, 
even at Elian did f But he returned and Tthukcd them and 
said, ye know not what manner ff spirit ye are of: For the 
Son of man is not come to diMtroy men's lives, but to save 
them. And they went to another village." It may (hen be 
asked, doeti Christianity tolerate idolatry ? The preceding pas- 
sage decides this point very clearly. The worship of the Sa- 
maritans was not instituted by God. It was set up in opposi- 
tion to instituted worship, and ignorance was the mother of 
their devotion. Many heathenish rites were employed in 
their temple on Mount Gerizzim and their temple itself was 
consecrated to Jupiter Olympus. Yet our blessed Lord 
would not have them destroyed on these accounts. On the 
GOnirary, be rebuked his disciples, not for deserting their own 
station ; not for usurping the powers and prerogatives of other 
men, though in these respects they were faulty ; but for mis- 
taking the true siiirilof his religion ; forgiving place to sinful 
and cruel passions altogether inconsistent with its principles. 
Hereil may he asked does the Christian religion tolerate Ju- 
daism, Mahometanism and Paganism ?• The answer-is, that 
though every religion were enumerated, which now exists in 
_the world, Thb Chkistian RRLintoN will tolbratb them 
I., provided they teach no opinions, which are destructive 
*tie state or dangerous to the peace of the community. 
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Erery man has a right to judge far himscirin matters of reli- 
gion. This is a privilege which he received from his Creator. 
It is confirnied io him by the religion of Jesus and none, but 
A tyrant >vill attempt to encroach upon it. But it is a lamen- 
table fact, that the liberty of worshipping God, according to 
the dictades of conscience, has been restricted l<ir miiny ages, 
in every christian country and is even, at this dey, fully and 
securely enjoyed in none, except in the United States of Amep- 
ica. Catholics, indeed, have the privilege in Great Britain and 
Ireland, as well as in the United Netherlands, Denmark and 
Sweden of worshipping God in their own way; and protes- 
(aniH enjoy asimilar liberty in France and sunie other catho- 
lic countries ; but still in each of these nntiuns, there is an es- 
tablished religion and those, who do not submit to its doctrines 
and discipline are subjected to certain privations and reatric- 
tions. But, in this happy land, such distinctions are entirely 
unknown. Here, all denominations are left at perfect liberty 
to support itieirown ministers and maintain the order of their 
worship in suuh way as totfaeai may be most agreeable. Nor 
has this unlimited toleration produced more sects in this than 
in other countries, less tolerant of religious opiniuns. It may 
be farther observed, that though we have now in this cily 14 
religious denominations, several of them, however, ditfering 
from each other rather in name than in reality, all of them live 
together in the greatest harmony. Hence it is probable, thai 
such malignant feuds, as those, which disgraced our city in the 
yearl684, and, at several other periods of our history, will 
never again be witnessed either here or in any other part of our 
country. 

But to return from my digression, Dongan, about this time 
incurred the king's displeasure, through his zeal to promote 
the true interest of the colony and, likewise, lost his popularity 
among the inhabitants. Previous to his departure, he resign- 
ed his authority Io Francis Nicholson, the lieutenant governor. 
But all was now in confusion. News had arrived from Eng- 
land, that King James, in consequence of his arbitrary mea- 
sures, had become so obnoxious to the people, that dreading 
their vengeance, he had deemed it expedient to secure bis per- 
sonal safety by quitting his kingdoms; that the parliament 
had declared he had forfeited his right to the throne, which 
(bey settled on William &; Mary (king James's daughter) the 
pritice and princess of Orange. This intelligence gieaily en- 
couraged the discontented, who then constituted the greatest. 
fwrt of the inhabitants; but no man dared lo \.%Vc 
t, till Ibe people of Boston had sel ihe txam^Xa. 
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nmnd Andros, by his tyranny in New England, had drawn 
upon himself ihe odium of the people, who spurning at his de- 
spotic rule, cast him into prison and aflerwarda sent bim to 
England. The government, in tbe mean time, was vested in 
what they termed a commiitee of safety. Upon the news of 
ihia event, several captains of the militia met in this city to con- 
oert measures in favour of the Prince of Orange. Amongst 
I hem, Captain Jacob Leister, a man of moderate fortune and 
in tolerable esteem amongst the people, although destitate qf 
every ijualllicalton necessary for a daring enterprise, took the 
lead and obtained an absolute coniroul over the other officers. 
The first thing, which he did was to seize the garrison in 
the city, which he entered with forty-nine men, and determin- 
ed to hold it till the whole militia should join him. He pub- 
lished a declaration In favour of the prince of Orange; but as 
the council find magistrates of the city were against it, it w as- 
subscribed only by a few of his more particular adherents. 
From a variety of causes, however, his party, in a few days, 
gained strength, so that on the 3d of-June 1689, he was joined 
by six captains and four hundred men of the city and a compa- 
ny of seventy from East Chester, who all subscribed a second 
declaration mutually agreeing to hold the fort far the prince, 
f.eisler's sudden attainment of supreme power over the pro- 
vince and the prospects of King William's approbation of his 
conduct, naturally excited the jealousy of the late council and 
magistrates, and hence arose their aversion to the man and his 
measures ; and the future divisions in the province, which ter- 
minated at length fatally to himself. 



From Ihe accession of King William and Queen Mary to the 
crown in 1(J88, to the arrival of Governor Uurnet, in the 
year 1T20. 

King William finding himself in quiet possession of the 
Urilish crown, began tu direct bis attention towards the settle- 
ment of his American colonies. He accordingly granted a 
commission to Colonel Henry Sloughier as governor of New 
York; but he did not arrive here till ibe 19th of March 
1691. Never was a governor more wanted than at this cri- 
sis, as well for reconciling a divided people, as for defending 
lAeja ggaiiist the wiles of ihe French in Canada. It unfortu- 
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tutely happened, however, ilial the roan appointed for that 
stalinn, was destilule of every requisite quali(ic«[iitn, as he 
was licenlioua in his morals, poor and avaricious. 

IfLeisler had delivered the garrison to Slou{;Iiter, as fae 
ought on his iirrival in this city, besides e:itinguishiiig theer^. 
isting animosities, be would doubtless have conciliated ibe fa- 
vour ofihe governour, as well as of the king. But he was so 
infatuated with the love of power, tbqt though he well knew of 
Sloughter's appointment to the government, beshui himself 
up in the fort and refused to surrender it. At last, however, 
he deemed it expedient lo give it up, which Sloughter initne- 
dtalely entered, and issued a commission of Oyer and Trnni-. 
Tier for the trial of Leisler and mnny of his adherents. He; 
and his son in law Jacob Milberne were condemned to death- 
for high treason- , 

Here it may be proper to observe, that from the surrender 
nf this province by the Dutch to the year lfi83, the Duke of 
York, possessed full sovereignty, He appointed the eovernora 
and the council, who made rules and orders, which were ac^ 
knowledged as laws. These about the year !674, were at* 
ranged iu a regular manner and a fair copy of them niDV be 
found in the archives of the stale. They were cominimly 
known, by the name of " The Duke's Laws." Tb^ title 
page, which is pompous enough, is written in the old court 
hand and in the latin language, of which the foliowint; is a 
translation. "The jurisprudence of NewYork, or laws 
enacted and ordained by the most illustrious prince James 
Duke of York, to be obsfrved in the territories of Ame ' 
transcribed in the year of our Lord 167'4." ■ . 

For the sake of shewinu the spirit of the times, I trust 
the following brief a bs tract of a few of the most remarkable 
these laws will be perused with some degree of interest 

facial Crimes. These were in number twelve. 1st. The 
denying of the true God and his attributes, by direct, expregg, 
impious, or presumptuous ways. 2d. Wilful and prem'ediiat- 
ed murder. 3d. Theslavine of a person with sword or dag- 
ger, who hath no WPapoo to defend himself. 4lh. The slay- 
ing or causing a person to be slain, by lying in wait privately 
for him, by poison or any such wicked conspiracy, 5th, and 
6lh. Two detestable crimes, which delicacy forbids to men-, 
lion. 7th. Man slealini;. Sth, Bearing false witness malf*, 
ciously and on purpose to lake away a man's lih. !'ih. The 
traitorously denying of bis majesty's right and title to his 
crowns and dominions or the raising of arms to (e^\W."i\ 
ihoriiy. 10th, Tbe treacherously consomB^ ox ^'aS& 
C 2 
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templing to invade or aurprise any lown or towns, fort or tails 
withiD the province, lltb. A young person, nbove sixieui 
years of age smiling his la titer or mother, unless thereunto 
forced for self preservation, at the complaint of tlie father or 
mother, and not oiheriviae. 12th. Lvery niurried person, 
who shall be proved by confession of parties, or by sufficient 
testimony to have hnd carnal connection, with a niHrried ijtan 
or woman. But should any single person be found guilty, 
in tiir same manner nf having had a criminal intrigue, with a 
married man ot ivonian, they both shall be grievously lined 
and punishe'i, as the governor and council, or the court of as- 
sizes hall deem proper, not extending to life or limb. 

Condemned. No one, condemned to die, shall be executed, 
till some days after his sentence, unless the governor see spe- 
cial cause to the contrary or in case of martial law, and the 
person executed shall be buried near the place of execution. 

Forgery. Any person guilty of that crime, shall stand 
in the pillory, three several coart days, render double dama- 
ges to the party injured, and also be disqualified lo be nitness 
or juror, in a court of justice. 

Fomicarton. If any nian commit fornicatiun with a single 
woman, they shall boUi be punished by enjoining marriage, 
the infliction of fine or corporal punishment, or any of them, 
according to the discretion of the court. 

Horses and Mares. No mare shall be exported from this 
governmeirt to Barbadoes, Virginia or any oiher remote plan- 
tation, without special license, under the penalty of forfeiting 
the mare, so shipped for exportation. 

Indians. No purchase of lands from Indians, after llie 1st 
March l6t34, shall he valid, without leave from the governor, 
before whom the purchaser shall bring the sachem and. right 
owner of such lands to acknowledge payment and satisfaction 
for the same, whereupon they shall have a grant from the go- 
vernor; and the purchase so made is to be entered oo the re- 
cords of the office. No Indian shall, at any time, be sufleied 
to perfoim outward' worship lo the devil, in any town within 
this government. 

Imikee-jiers. No person licensed to keep an Inn or ordina- 
ry shall unreasonably exact on his gUesls. The price of a 
meal with small beer, .shall be eight pence only, unless jhe 
guest shall make another agreement with the landlord, who 
shall always be provided with good and wholesome strong- 
beer, of at least, four bushels of malt to a hogshead under tfie 
penalty of twenty shillings for the first olfeDce, forty shillings 
for f fie second and loss of license. It is permkled loany ene 
to gell beerout ofdoois, at a penny, the ale quait ov under. 
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Marriagei. After providing, that penens aboui to be mar- 
ried sball declare upon usih, before tlie minisiu or justice, 
(hat they are not under the bonds of luutrimony to any pcMoii 
living, il is decreed, tbai M iisli<iU be afterwurds proved, ihat 
either or both the parties are perjured and thereby attain a 
double marriage, the party or |iersaos so ull'ending shall be 
bored through the tongue with ii red hot iroa and also proceed- 
ed agaioEt as is provided in cases of perjury. But il either 
party sball be proved ignorant of the other's fraud, the inno- 
ceni person sball recover damages against the guilty and be 
as free, as if such marriage had not been ratified. 

A pravisiatt to supply the place of lawi. 

As it is almost inipossibli; to pruvidc sufficient laws in all 
cases, or proper punishments for all crimes, the court of ses- 
sions shall not take further noliee of any case or crime ; 
but remitthe same wkblhe exatninBtion and proofs to the 
nest court of assizes, where matters of equity shall be decided 
or pnnishments awarded, according to the discretion of the 
bench, and not contrary to the known laws of England. 

On the gth of April l69l,the assembly commenced its ses- 
sion in this city, and as il was the first lliat was held after die 
revolution of 1688, it may be proper to give a short account 
of its iransaclions. The bouse was composed of seventeen 
members, vii. four from the city and county of New-York, 
two from Ulster and Dutchess counties, and two from each of 
the following counties, viz. from Albany, Richmond, Suflblb, 
Queen's and King's and one from Westchester. 

James Graham of this city was elected speaker and ap- 
proved by the Governor. The representatives from Queen's 
county, belonging to the society of friends, tymmonly called 
tjuakers were dismissed fsr refusing the oaths prescribed by the 
governor. The remaining fifteen were qualified. This body 
was opposed to (he measures of Leisler during the latter part 
of his time. Hence, ihey unanimously resolved that his con- 
duct, in many instances, which they specified, was tumultuous, 
illegal and against their majesty's right and that his holding 
the foo against the governor was an act of rebellion. The 
governor was very unwilling to cut off two men, viz. Leisler 
and his son in law who though highly culpable, had in a most 
signal manner, contributed to the revolution; but when drown- 
ed in his cups, at a feast, which had been prepared for him, he 
was prevailed on to sign the death warrant and before he re- 
covered his senses, the prisoners were executed. l-.fe«.Wi. 
Mn soon after carried a complaint lo lUe ^n^^Ai ^^iNS.iTOa'^''^ 
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by whom il was decided gn the 171I1 March l692, that Jacob 
Leialer and Jacob Milborne were condemned and had euffet- 
cd according to law." Tfaeir eataies, however, which id con* 
sequence of the barbarous custom of the English government, 
were forfeited ro rhe crovtn, were restored to their ramilies ; 
and Leister's children were, in the public estimation rather 
dignified than disgraced by [he Call of their ancestor. 

This assembly, likewise unanimously resolved, that all the 
laws passed by James duke uf York, and also the several or- 
dinances made bv liielaie governors and councils, were void 
and of no force within this province. Among the laws enact* 
ed was that for eslablishing the revenue. The sums raised by 
it were made payable to the receiver general and issued by 
the governor's warrant, who, by these means, became abso- 
lutely independent of the people. Hence we find frequent in- 
stances of assemblies contending with him for the discharge of 
debts to individuals, for which the public fitith was pledged. 

Colonel Sloughier had gone to Albany in the month of 
June I6gi to settle some matters, with the allied Indians and 
soon afler his return to this city ended a short, weak and tur- 
bulent administration, by his sudden death, on the 23d of July 
1691. On his decease, the council committed the chief com- 
mand to Richard Inglesby, a captain of an independent com- 
pany who was sworn into office on the 3d day thereafter. 
Though possessed of very limlied talents for government, the 
council and assembly acted in harmony during his short ad- 
ministration, which ended on the 29th August lCy2. 

On that day, Colonel Benjamin Fletcher arrived with a 
commission to be governor, and brought with him as a pre- 
sent to the province, arms, amunition and warlike stores, of 
which it, at tha^time, stood greatly in need. Fletcher was a 
soldier by profession, a man of strong ]iassions, of inconside- 
rable talents, very active as well as avaricious and a strenuous 
advocate for the Episcopal form of church government. It 
. was fortunate fur him, that after his arrival, he became ac- 
quainted with Major Schuyler, at Albany,. than whom there 
was no man in the province better acquainted with the state 
of affairs with tlie Indians. Over them, he had gained so 
complete an influence, by repealed acts of Igndness and by hb 
singitlar zeal in di.'fence of his country, that his recommenda- 
tions had the force of law. For these qualifications, Fletclier 
very wiselytook him into his confidence and made hma 
rnember of the council board. Under the tutelage of the wor- 
' y major, the governor was daily gaining a more complete 

JB-Jed^e of Indian affairs, without which jnd his constant 




applicaljon towards them, which was, indeed, all be had ta 
recommend him, his constant solicitations Tor money, his un- 
governable lemper and bigorti^d principles musi have neces- 
sarily rendered him highly obnuiious to the people, 
t On the 13th January 1693, a body ot' between six and«even 
hundred French and Indians sel oul from Mantreal and altec 
a march ol' incredible hardships passed by Schenectady on 
the fith of February, when three hundred Indians in ihe British 
interest, were made pri^nners. Schuyler supported the cause 
of his country with great vigour, retook manv of the Indian 
prisoaers and compelled the enemy lo .ibandon their enter- 
prise. The British Indians were, hnwever, so distressed fur 
provisions, that they fed (ipon Ihe dead bodies of the French, 
and the rrench, in their mm, before they got home were re- 
duced to the necessity of eating their own shoes. 

Fletcher's uncommon despatch to Albany, upon the news 
of this descent, gained him for a time the esteem of the public. 
The express reached this city, on the i:^ib of February, about 
XO o'clock at night and in less than Iwo dnys he embarked with 
S 00 volunteers. He arrived at Schenectady by the I7lh of 
the month ; but notwithstanding his ejitraordinary activity, 
lie was too late to be of any farther use than to strengthen tiie 
ancient alMance. On his return to the city in March, the as- 
sembly, who were then in session, were su well pleased with 
his vigilance, that besides t^'ving him their thanks, they raised 
)|fl5,000 for a years' pay of 300 volunteers for the defence of 
the frontiers. 

Presuming upon the gi>od opinion, which the assembly 
seemed to entertain, of the importance of his services, he ven- 
tured to exhort thern, in the most earnest manner, to pass a 
saw for, the establishment of the church of England ; but t»» 
measure of this kind the house were entirely averse, in conse- 
quence of which, the governor, allhecliise of the session, gave 
thero a severe rebuke. 

AttheArst meeting of the nest legislature, he laboured hard 
lu procnre (he establishment of a ministry throughout the col- 
ony. The assembly passed a bill for that purpose, which was 
sent lo the governor and council for their concurrence, but 
they immediately returned il with an amendment to vest his 
Excellency with the power of indnciinfr every incumbent, ad- 
ding to that part of tJie hill, which gave the right of presenta- 
tion to the people, these words " and preai'nied to the gover- 
nor lo be approved and collated." Tlie House would not 
consent to this addition and Fletdier was so eii.a*vi«ia\.eA, iIrm. 
he fonhwiili broke up the session, in an ati^-j ^sj'^s.do.- 
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Attn cipnssinf his dbpkasure a.\ tbeir uttmannerly deniaf> 
■shpcalb ii.vf th« propowd amendmeDl to the biU, he goes 
on. " I kave the power orcullaiing or suspending any miniS' 
terin my E;avemiiieiit, by their majesties letters patent, and 
whilst 1 st.«y here, I will take care, thai neither heresy, sedi- 
lion, icUism or rebellion be preached among you nor vice and 
pro^niiy encouraged." &c. " You have sal a long time and 
have be^n a great charge to the country. Ten shillings a day 
is a Urge allon-ance. You have been always forward enough 
lu pull down the fees of other ofiicers. Why did you not 
Ihink il eippdient to reduce your own to a more moderate al- 
lowance ?" &c. 

The vialence of this man's temper is evident in all his Irans- 
aclioos with the assembly ; and it can only be attributed to 
(he ignotanrr of the times, that the members instead of assert- 
ing their rights, peaceably put up with his rudeness. They 
certalinly deserved better at bis hands ; for the revenue estab- 
lished, InsT year, was at this session, continued f'lr five years 
lon««r, during which period agreeably to the manner in which 
public accounts were then kept, ihe governor was, in a great 
measure, independent. 

It appears, however, that Fletcher contrived soon after to 
get an act passed in some shape or other, for the support ofa 
ministry ; but it did not comport with his high toned ideas, 
concerning the unity nf a church establishment. We accor- 
dingly find, that on the 12th of April l69i, upon a petition of 
five church wardens and vestrymen of this city", the house 
gave it as their opinion, '"that the vestrymen and church war- 
dens have power to call a dissenting protesiani minister, and 
thai he is to be paid and maintained as tiie act directs." The 
intent of the petition was lo refute the prevailing opinion, that 
the late act was made for the sale benefit of t piscopal clergy- 
men. 

It would he foreign to our purpose lo detail ilic many bicker- 
ings, which during the administration of this man, took place 
between him and the assembly. He was constantly demanding 
money for public purposes, of which he was always careful to 
apprupriiite a considerable portion to his own benefit and was 
so headstrong in his zeal to compel others to entertain the 
same opinions which he pretended lo hold with respect to 
religion, that he became highly unpopular, and the inhabi- 
tants were gri^atly pleased at his recall. 

Richard Earl of Bellamont, who wa his successor, arrived 
on the 2d April l698. His lordship was vested with the 
cbief cuiumBnil of Massschuseits Bay and New Hampshire 



^H UNDER THE ENGLISH. 33 

SI well as of this province, and as ihe charge of ih roe colonies 
ivould necessarily involve him in a multiplicity of business, lie J 
brought with him his kinsman George Nont'an as lieulcnanl ] 
governor. His speech to the New Assembly convened on 
the 18th May save the lullesi evidence of bis abhorrence ol' 
the late administration. "I cannot but observe," says he 
" what a legacy iny predecessor has left me and what difficul- 
ties to struggle through with; a divided people, an empty 
purse, a lev miserable, naked, hatfslarved soldiers, not half 
the number the king allowed pay for; the fortifications and 
even the governor's house very much out oi repair, and, in a 
word, the whole government out of frame." lie complained, 
likewise, of this province having been a noted receptacle of 
pirates and of the neglect and connivance of those, whose duty 
it was to have prevented it. Kid, i lie noted bucaneer then 
sailed triumphant on the ocean, and it is certain, that he as 
well as several of his associates were frequently supplied with 
provisions by the inhabitants of Long island, who till, wiifain 
:i ver_y few years, were so infatuated with the notion that the 
pirates buried great quantilies of money along the coast, that 
there is scarcely a point of land or an island, which has nM 
been dug to a great depth, in search of money : but we have 
never learnt, thai any one ever got as much, after all his toil 
and espense, as would pay for a good dinner. 

Soon after Lord Bellamont had entered un ihe duties of his 
office, some difficulties arose between the governor of Canada 
and him, respecting the Indiana of the Five nations^ Hb 
lordship acted with great firmness. In a letter, which he 
wrote to his opponent, he stilted, that the Five Nations had 
ever been considered as British subjecis and that he would not 
suffer ibem to be insulted, and lie concludes in these words. 
■' If it is necessary, I will arm every man in the provinces, un- 
der my government, to oppose you and redress the injury, 
which you may perpetrate against our Indians." Matters 
being settled with the French, the New Assembly convened 
Mnrch 21st 1693, Among the principal acts, passed at this 
session there was one in favour of the friends of Leisler, one 
against pirates, one to raise ,$3730 as a present to his lordship 
and jtl250 for the lieutenant governor. The revenue act, was 
coBtiiiued for sin years longer and a very necessary law was 
paued for ibe regulation of elections. The assembly also, 
took into consideration sundry exiravatriini grants of land, 
which Fletcher had made to his favourites. Lord Bellamont 
who JQstly thought, that those large patents wouVd gtca'OL'j \wl- 
gcde the "settlenieni of ihe country, procuicA Tecow\TO»R4a^a- 
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vy instructions from ihp Lord's Justices for vacating Uieni, 
which was now regularly sanctioned by a taw. 

At the next meeting of the legislature in ihn year 1700, lit- 
tle businfM was done, and nome part of that I ir lie 'abundantly 
shews, that lliey knewnothinguftht-righrsufcnnscienct?. They 
passed an act for hanging every popish priest, who voluntarily 
came into the province. The alledged reason for this most gla- 
ring outrage on Christianity was that a great number of French 
Jesuits were constantly endeavouring to alienate the Indians 
from their attach mt^nt to the British. But were there no others 
employed in the same manner besides the Krenr.h Jesuits ? 
If there were, the law should have been general and passed 
the same sentence of condemnation on every one guilty of the 
offence. 

It is probable, however, that notwithstanding his having 
sanctioned thin iniquitous law, Lord Bellamunt might have 
been of considerable service to the colony, ac he was a man of 
polite manners and desirous to promote the general good ; 
but he died on the. 'Jth of March 1701. His death >ias the 
source of new troubles: for Nanfan the lieutenant governor 
being then in Barbadoes, great disputes arose among the coun- 
sellors, concerning the person, wi-o should act as governor, 
A kind of interregnum, therefore, took place till the 19th 
of May, when Nanfan arrived and put an end to the contro- 
versy, 1]y litkingupon himself the supreme command. 

During the short administration of Nanfan, the greatest 
confusion existed in every department of government, in con- 
sequence of the existing animosity between, what was called, 
the Le isle rian and the Antileislerian factions. Justice was 
out of the question, and every matter in controversy was de- 
cided according to the will of that party, which happeticd to 
have the ascendancy. 

The governor, who succeeded him was Lord Cornbury, son 
of the Earl of Clarendon. As he came to this province in 
very indigent circumstances, Rnd hunted out of England by 
hi« hungry creditors, he was bent upon squeesing as much 
money out of the purses of an indigent people, as he possibly 
could. His talents were, bv no means, brilliant; but in his 
zeal for the church, he was not surpassed by any of his prede- 
cessors With these qualifications he began his administra- 
iion,on the 3d of May 1702. 

The following summer was remarkable for a dreadful mor- 
tality, which prevailed in the city and made a grand epoch in 
its history, dininguished by the " time of the great sickness." 
// iras certainly "The yellow fever," and kilkd almost every 
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One, who was seized with it. On this oecasioD lord Cornbiiry 
had hia residence at Jamaica, Long Island, a gileaiant village 
aboul Iwelve miles from the city. The inhabitants ai that 
litne, consisted partly of Dutch planters ; but mostly or eiui- 
granis fruin Ntw tlngland. Thesis people bad erected a neat 
presbyterian church and had a handsome house and glebe for 
ibe use of their pastor. It appears that the town vote, by 
virtue of which the building had beea erecied, contained no 
clause to prevent its being hereafter engrossed by another seel. 
The Episcopal parly, aware of this omission seized the edi- 
lice for [hecnselves, by entering the church on Sunday, during . 
the interval ofdivine service, while the minister and his con- 
gregation were in perfect security. This daring oulrac;e led 
to considerable uneasiness amongst the people ; but in all 
these controversies, the governor abetted the episcopal Ki-alols 
and harassed the others, by prosecutions, lines and imprison- 
ment. His conduct, in this affair, was indelicate and highly ' 
improper; but we soon after find him guilty of an act so 
shamefully base, that no man could have perpetrated it with- 
out violence to every principle of generosity and justice. 
When he fled from the pestilence in the city to this village, ' 
Mr. Hubbard, the Presbyterian minister, lived in the best 
house in it. His lordship begged the loan of it for the use of 
his family and the worthy man put himself (o great inconve- 
nience, in complying with the request. But, behold the in- 
gratitude of this detestable bigot In return for the benevolent 
conduct of Mr. Hubbard, he perfidiously delivered the par- 
sonage house into the hands of the Episcopal party, caus- 
ed the glebe to be divided into lots and farmed out for the ben- 
efit of the Epjscupal church. This man, who like every other 
persecutor wa- an absolute stranger to tlie principles of mo- 
rality, honesty or religion, was so averse to every sect, except 
bis own, that he endeavoured to prevent the ministers and 
schoolmasters of the Dutch church, then the most numerous 
ifl the colony from preaching or teaching without his license. 
Another instance of the persecuting spiritj nhrcli inOuenced 
ibe whole of Cornbury's administration, occurred in the vear 
IT"©/. The inhabitants of the city then consisted of Dutch 
and French Calvlnisis, some English Episcopalians, and a 
still smaller number uf Presbyterians, who having no church 
used la assemble, at a private house every Lord's day, for pub- 
lic worship. Such were their circumstances, when two Pres- 
L Wierian ministers, ihe Rev. Messieurs Francis Mc'Kemieand. fl 
I John H^rmpton arrived here about the beginwn^ o^ \i\e ^eai. U 
I The Dutch bad coDseatedj that IVii. M'KemvK sii^x ^t«i>OnS 
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in titeir cliumh ; but this the governor expressly prohibited. 
He, therefore, preached in a privaie house on the ensuing sab- 
bath and Mr. Hampion, on ihe suine day, officiated in the 
Preshyterian church at Newton Long Island- For preaching 
without his lordship's license, both the«e gentlemen were soon 
after arrested and committed to prison, in this city for six 
weeks and four days, when they were admitted to bail, till the 
nextineeiiiigof the supreme court. No bill was found against 
Mr. Hampton and Mr. Mc'Keinie, though acquitted by the 
jury was, owing to the shameful partiality of the court, not 
discharged from hia recognizanca, till they had illegally astort- 
ed from him all the fees of his prosecution, which together 
ivili) his expenses, exceeded two hundred dollars. 

Lord Curnbury was now daily losing the favour of the peo- 
ple. His persecution of the Presbyterians bad greatly en- 
creased [he number of his enemies, and the Dutch were afraid 
of his bigottcd fury against them. His excessive avarice, his 
embezzlement of the public money, and his snrdid refusal to 
pay his private debts, bore so heavily upon hia reputation, that 
it was impossible for his adherents to support bim. 

Nor was Cornbury less obnoxious to the people of New Jer- 
sey than to those of New- York. The assembly of that pro- 
vince made a complaint to Queen Ann respecting his bad con- 
duct, who forthwith divested him of his power and appointed 
lord Lovelace in his stead, declaring that she would not coun- 
tenance her nearest relations" in oppressing her people. His 
lordship was no sooner superseded, than his creditors threw 
him into prison, where he remained till the death of his father, 
when he was liberated and returned to England. 

During the administration of Lovelace, which was very 
short, nothing extraordinary oacurred. He died on the 5th 
of May 1709 and was succeeded by Richard Ingolaby the 
lieutenant governor who had exercised the government, seve- 
ral years before, upon the death of Colonel Sloughter. Du- 
ring the short lime, that he was at the head of affairs, nothing 
occurred worthy of notice except b fruitless attempt to reduce 
Canada under the British crown. Towards this enterprise, 
the province of New-York contributed more than its propor- 
tion in men and money : but owing to some unexpected oc- 
currences, the fleet did not arrive in lime, with the expected 
reinforcements, a general discontent took place throughout 
the country and the expedition was abandoned. Ingolsby 
displaced on the lOih of April 171O and Gerardus Beek- 
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* Cornbury was Queen Anne's touiTn. 
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Man acted as governor iMl ihe anival of Brigadier Huoier un 
the I4lh of June following. 

Governor Hunler, hIio was a native of Scotland, had the 
honour of being intimately, acquainted with Addison, Swift 
and many ofthe other literary characters of the day and it was 
probably owing to lUeir interest, that he was advanced to this 
important office. He brought over with Jiim about 3000 Pal- 
atines, who had fled to England from the rage of persecution 
in Germany. Many of iheae people settled in this city,, 
where they built a Lutheran church, on the same spot ob^ 
which Grace church now aiauds. Part of them seated them- 
selves on Living ton's Manor, where they formed a villagai 
called the Camp, and some went into Pennsylvania, when 
they were &oon after followed by many thousands of theii 
countrymen. Queeo Anne's liberality to these people VfV$ 
not more serviceable to them than to this city, and other pla* 
ces, where they took up their residence. They as well 4 
their descendents who are very numerous arc, in general, diiN 
tinguished for honesty industry and sobriety, and may be. 
ranked amongst our best citizens. 

On the 2d July in I, the assembly was convened in 
city, when the governor laid before ihem the orders which he 
had received from the British ministry, respecting a third in- 
vasion of Canada. That body was so well pleased with the , 
design, that, in a few days thereafter, an act was passed for 
raising farces, the price of provisions was restricted to certaiM 
particular sums and bills of credit for forwarding the e.^pet^-' 
lion were issued to the amount of $25,000, 

While these preparations were making in this city, the fleet 
consistingof twelve men of war, forty-six Wansports, wilha 
tine train of artillery sailed from Bostoil for Canada, and a-^, 
bout a month afterwards, General Nicholson arrived at Alba- . 
ny, at ihe head of 4000 men raised in this colony and in those < 
of Connecticut and New Jersey, with about 6l)0 Indians raia- ^ 
cd by Colonel Schuyler. The fleet, however, ha-l only reachv 
ed the mouth ofthe rive* St. Lawrance, When it experienced 
a severe storm, in consequence of which eight transports con- 
taining 800 persons, were cast away. On the 1 4th Septembeij 
the fleet arrived at Spanish River Bay, where it was determin 
ed in a council of war to return home, without making any 
farther attempts ; and the news ofthe disaster having reached 
this city, the troops were recalled from Albany, without hav- 
ing' eflected any thing. 

Our public aflairs never wore a more g\oum^ aa^etV'Owm » 
litis Juncture, Great fears were enXeriained, \\\a,\, wt«mft- 
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(juenct of the late ill success against Canada, ihe minds ofib? 
Five Nations would be alienated from the Ertiish interest. 
The Senecas and Sbawaniis were also highly disaflecled and 
It was generally apprehended, thai ihej wuuld attack the in- 
habitants un the Hudson River- An invasion by sea was ex- 
pected on this cit^, w h lire ihe inhabitants had been alarmed 
in April preceding by an insorreciioii ol die negroes, who in 
the prosecution ul' a ptun to set lire to the city, had burnt 
down a house in the night and killed several persons engaged 
in exiingnishing the .allies, for which nineteen of them were 
executed. But distressed as the colony then was, the assem- 
bly were inflexibly averse to the estalflishmeni ol' a revenue, 
which In former cases, had been shamefully misapplied. The 
governor, at the nen session, endeavoured tu cajole them into 
a compliance with his wishes ; but the house strictly adhered 
lo their former determination. Provoked at what he termed 
their obstinacy, and to put an end to the disputes between the 
two bouses, he dissolved the aasembly. 

Before the meeting ol' the next assembly, the peace was 
concluded between France and England by the treaty of 
Utrechtj on ibeSIst March 1713, in consequence of whidi 
all fears for the safety of the city subsided. Uovernor Huntev 
was greatly disappointed in his expectations respecting the re- 
sult of the election; for though several new members were 
chosen, the majority were equally opposed to some of his fa- 
vourite measures, as the late assembly. They convened on 
the 27th of May 1713, and though not without some hesita- 
tion, passed a law for the support of govern mint, to which as 

. well as lo that laying an excise on strong liquors, (the lirst of 
the kind, which had been passed In this colony) the governor 
gave his assent. But the debts of the government remained 
unnoticed till the summer of the year 1714. Thi'ir amount 
was ^78,000 to pay which, as it was then deemed a prodi- 
gious sum, recourse was had to the emission of bills of credit to 
that value. 

I'he news of Queen Anne's death having arrived in the en- 
suing fall, a dissolution of the assembly took place of course, 
and a new one met in May 1715, which continued only to the 
21st of July following ; for the governor being imw determin- 
ed lo to subdue those whom he could not allure, again dis- 
solved the assembly. He succeded in his design. The new 
House met on the 9ih of June 1716, soon after which it be- 
came evident, from the harmony introduced between the two 
branches of the legislature, that a majuiity of t *■ members 
ff-e/w/Vj /Ae /n(ewst of the governor and they coniinuetl to be 

«t^ darJag tliB remuiniag pan Qi^ui ailminisualion. 
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^Jbn the 24t)i June l7l9, Governor Huater delivered his 
farewell address to the assembly, IVoin whicli I select the 
following inieresting passage- " I look with pleasure" says 
he " on the present quiet and peaceable stale of the p< opie 
here ; whilst 1 reflect on ihat, in tthich 1 found thf m at my ar- 
rival. As the very name of party or faction seemsto he foT~ 
gotten, may it, for ever, lie buried in oblivion and no strife 
ever happen among vou, but that laudable emulation, teho 
shall approve himself the most dutiful mlgect and the matt 
useful member of a tecH established and fiourishing communi- 
<^, of which you, gentlemen, have given a happy example, 
which I hope vili be followed by fature assemblies." 

The house in their answer, which was written by their 
speaker Robert Livingston Esq. and Colon^ Morris of Moris- 
ania and which was subscribed by all the members, shewed 
thai ihey were unwilling to be outdone by liib Excellency in 
point (if courtesy and contains so favourable a leslimonial of 
his good conduct, as few governors have had the honour of 
carrying home with them. 

The governor having left (he province 31st July 1719, the 
chief command devolved on Peter Schuyler, [he eldest member 
of the council. During his short ad mi nisi rati on, he behaved 
with great moderation and integrity ; but nothiog occurred in 
regard to this city which is worthy of notice. 



CHAPTER VI. 

From the arrival of Governor Burnet in 1 720 till the Negro 
Plot in the ^ear 17S'J. 

William Bitrnet Esq. entered oa his office as governor 
of this province, 17th September, 1720. He was ason of the 
celebrated bishop of that name, whose active exertions in pro- 
moting the revolution, which placed King William on ihe 
tfarone, rendered him very conspicuous in the history of Great 
Britain., He was a well bred scholar, sprightly, and social in 
ills disposiljuu, averse to pomp, and studious, by every means 
in his poweri of rendering himself agreeable to the people. 
No governor before hinj did so much business in chancery as 
he. Indeed, he seemed peculiarly fond of attending to his of- 
fice as chancellor ; but in the discharge of his duty, he dis- 
played a foible very unsuitable for a judge,vvi.. X-WX-W i«idw- 
«(1 too precipitately; for he used to aaj oi\uiu3ft\S "\a.^\Su 
D2 
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and'think afterwards." Alihougb be began under the mosC 
favourable auspices, his cooduc in ihis court, as well as seve- 
ral other circomslances, w icb aflerwaidB oicurred, tended 
to render his adaiinistration very unpopular, tnnarda its close. 
Previous to his leaving Elnglaiid, be held th» office ofcoinp- 
trollerofthe customs in London, which he resigned to Briga- 
dier Hunter, as the latter did the govprnraent ol' tbis and the 
coioDy of New Jersey to him. Mr. Burnet's acquaintance 
with thai gentleman gave him an excellent opportunity of be- 
coming acqiMinted with the staleof affairs in these colonies 
even previous tii his arrival. Those who had been appointed 
by bis predecessor were, with few exceptions, retained in of- 
fice, by Mr. Burnet and Mr. Morris tbe chief justice. Dr. t'ad- 
wallader Gulden and Mr. Alesander, two Scotch gentlemen al! 
ofthem eminent for ihe purity of tbeir morals, lUetary talents, 
and thorough knowledge of public aflairs, were his principal 
advisers. These gentlemen as well as Mr. Van Home whose 
daughter be married, were raised to the council board. 

As ibe conhdence, which the public reposed in Mr. Burnet, 
at 6rst seemed lu be unbounded, business went on with the 
greaest harmony and nothing intervened lo disturb tbe general 
trsnquillity Several acts of great importance were passed, the 
most remarkable of which was one " for prohibiting the sale of 
Indian goods to the French " This was a favourite act of the 
governor, and though very advantageous to the province, gave 
rise to an opposition against bim, which continued through the 
whole of his administration. Mr. Burnet's scheme was to draw 
the Indian trade into the hands of tbe province and to obstr ct 
the communication of the French, with its Indian allies, both 
of which wereobjecls of great consequence tO the peace and 
prosperity of this and the neighbouring colonies ; but howev- 
er beneficial the effects of this law might have been, men - 
actuated by interested motives, particijlarly the iniportera of 
goods from Europe were greatly prejudiced against it and 
trom the time that it was enacted, did every thing in their pow- 
er, to thwart (he views of the governor, 

A circu'istance took place in this city, in the year 17'24, 
which rendered the governor still more unpopular. A dis- 
pute had arisen amongst the members of the French Protest- 
ant church, concerning theirt wo pastors the Rev, Messieurs 
Rou and Moulinaars. The governor uii wisely interfered in 
his capacity ol chancellor and supported the cause of tbe for- 
mer, although it seems to have been thpn the cenernl opinion, , 
tiat Moulinaars had equity on bis side and that the governor g 
decided in Ikvour of Mr. Rous, meiely becft\»e t« deeinei' 
£im to be a man of superior laloats. 
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Ail the opponents of Mr. Bou were ilhpleased with the ^ 
BOirernor, and ammi^st these, Mr, Delancey, a man who had I 
been by far ihe must gmieroiis benefactor of ihe Fri-nch 1 
Church, was the most cun-idetable for his wealth and pop u- ^ 
larity. The governor had before this time, considered him aa 
his enelay, becniise li(^ had opposed ihe liiw fur ihe prohibition 
of the sale of Indian ^uods lo the Krench, and this led him to 
the cemmission of a personal indi^mity against Mr. Delan- 
cey, fnr which it is inipiiasible tii fiinn any apology.' Thia 
gentlenuB'tvas reiurnf <1 as a raember of assembly for this city 
and came forwaril to take his s-at. in Seplembfr 1/25. On 
his offering to taki.Mhi' usual nuths, (he {,'ovprnor objected, al' 
iedging, thalhe w.ismita British subject. From his answers, 
' It appeared, thai he had been naturalised in England and (hat 
he had served in spveial former assemblies. The house, after 
I having obtained the opinion nf the chief justice, decided in t^ 
vour ot Mr. Delani'ey. Thuseven,al this early period, whcD 
the rights of legislative iiodies were, by oo means, so well.as- 
certained as t^y have been since the revolution, the conditct 
ofihegoverno* was-deemed linconMitutional and an in' 
of the rights of the assen^hly, who rlnimtd the exclusive privi- 
lege of determining the qualifi -ationsof iheir own members. 

In September 1727 a new assembly mer.conaisiingof mem- 
bers, who were, in general, disafiecteri iii Ihe governor. The 
long continuance Hfthe laslaasemb^, the clamours excited by 
several of his lale decrees in chancery, the affair of the French 
church and especially the prohibition of :he trade wttR Cana- 
da, were the causes, to which the loss of his interest is to be 
ascribed. 

Sundry resolfllions were passed relative to the court of chan- 
cery, the purport of which was thai ih-'snid court, as lately es- 
ty>lished, rendered the liberiJes and property of the subjects 
extremely pri'carious, that by the violence of its measures, 
jinnie had been ruinefl, others oblip'd lo leave the colonyand 
many restrain! d ill it by impriscinnnt>l, or excessive bail ex- 
acted from them ntrt tiv depart, and ihnt ibe exorbitance of (he 
fees was (hegreaiest oppression, wliich had ever been expe- 
rienced in the ciJony. The cuvernor no sooner beard of these 
proceedings than hedissolvH the assembly. 

In Apiil 1728, he was iippomted to the chief command of 
the province of Massachusetts, when he was succeeded here 
by John Mojiigomerie F.sq. Judge Smith m his " History of 
New-Yorit'" represents Mr. Burnet as an excellent governor 
and says ihat it was the influence of a faction, which vew4iM«A. 
• his removal necessary for the sake of l\te 'ptt\i\it\tM\ofHS\\'ii 
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But facts are stubborn things. The governors sent fr 
Great Britain to rule over this country, were, in geoeral men 
of very doubtful character, and it is passible, that Mr. Burnet 
may have been one of the leajit exceptiu liable. 

In the year 1725, a News Paper entitled '• Thb Yobk Ga- 
ZETTK, being ihe first, which had been published in the colo- 
ny made its appearance in this city. It was a weekly paper 
and was then ilie >mly one, not only in chis ; but perhaps in 
any of the British provinces (now the United States.) In 
this cily, there are now nine daily papers, several published 
tivice a week, and a number weekly, all of which as well as 
several periodical publications, i shall hereafter particularly 
mention, under the head of Litiirarv Establishjients. 

Daring the adminislration of Mr. Montgomery, which was 
of short continuance, as he died on the 1st of July 1731, noth- 
ing ol great importance occurred. The object most worthy 
of notice, which was effected in his lime was ihe adjustment '' 
of along protracted, dispute between New- York, and Corlnec-- t 
licut respecting their boundaries. This was settled in an ami- | 
cable manner in llie year 1731 ; whenalractof land, lying on 
the Connecticut side, consisting of above 60,000 acres, which, 
from its figure, was called The OB^.o^a was ceded to New 
York, as an equivalent for some lands surrendered lo Connec- 
ticut along Long Island sound. Mr. Montgomerie, likewise 
graned a new charter to this city, on the 15lh January 1730. 

As Montgomerie was a man of a kind and benevolent dis- 
position and confined himself solely to the common acts of 
government, public aflairs were conducted with the greatest 
harmony and his death was greatly lamented. 

On his decease, the chief command devolved upon Rip Van 
Dam Esq. the oldest member of the council. Nothing of im- 
portance to the city occurred, during his administrulion, which 
ended 1st August 1732, when William Cosby Esq. arrived «l 
with a commission to govern this and the province of New ■ 

Governor Cosby commenced his administration, under 
very favourable circumstances. Theattempts, which had been 
made in the British parliament, the preceding year, for the en- 
couragement of the sugar colonies and the consequent de- 
pression of the American trade, had occasioned great appre- 
hension in this province for the safely of her commerce. 
Cosby, while in England, had been active in his opposition 
to those measures. No person, therefore, could have been 
selected for this government, who could have been more pop- 
i/)arthan he. 
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Tbe assembly having net on the 19lh August 1732, agree- 
ably fo [iroclaTDatitin, immediRleiy vet«d ihal an address 
should be pre^ent^d to his Excellency, cungratuUtiag him on 
bis safe arrival and thanking him, for his opjiositlon, to the at- 
tempts in favour of the su^ar islands. The gaverDt)r ias 
greatly QaiteriKl with this address and in his answer, look no 
small credit lo hirosetf for the share he had taken in the defeat 
of this bill. H<-, likewise, plainly intimated his confidence ia 
receiving a re.venue, in as full and ample a manner as had 
been granted by former asseniblips. The house, in its ans- 
wer, was profuse in terms of ri-spect; but cautious in com- 
mitting i'self as to revenue or money matiprs. Their reluc- 
tance in this respect was, by iio means surprising, as the colo- 
ny had much reason to complain of its burthens. The wars 
between France and England had almost drained its resour- 
ces and BJibjected it lo a very heavy debt. 

Amongst the taxes, which existed at that time, there was 
one, which, at the present day, «ill appear rather extraordi- 
nary. I mean that on wigs. " This tax" says Mr. Smith 
was undoubtedly a wise and prudent measure. A custom had 
been introduced for young men, and even boys, to conceal 
ibeir own hair, under large and spacious wigs. Ta repress 
a custom so absurd or to make it an nbject of revenue had 
been the object of the legislature." For this fashion, whicli 
instead of ornamenting ih^ countenance, greatly disfigured it, 
it would be difficult to assign any reasnu ; but many of us 
have seen fashions equally ridiculous, in our own limes. For- 
ty years have not yet elapsed, since gentlemen, who wished 
to dress a la mode, wor<^ iheir hair tied and descending as low 
as the small oflheir back.- and if they had not enough of their 
own, the deticiency wasnade up by an addition of iaise hair. 
Toppees, to a considerable height, over the forehead, anil 
large side locks, handsomely rolled up, with much plaiting 
and curling completed the whole. It was then grand limes 
for the hair dressers; for however urgent a gentleman's busi- 
ness might be, it n as essentially necessary that he should be 
und^r the hands of oue of these knights of the comb for near- 
ly hair an hour, before he roiild make what was deemed a de- 
cent appearance. ^Ithou^h many absurdities are still to he 
seeb in (he garb of those, who consider themselves as people of 
fashion, yet as it respects the head, its dress is, by far, more 
becoming than it was in these times and occasions little or ng 

Jn the year 1732, the first stage between Bus^ott wr4. ■&(«. 
(iiy was established. Jft slaned Iroio each ot vVie?,e ^ate* 
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^^Ty once a month and it required fourteea days to perform tlie 
journey. A stage now starl« daily from Boston as well as 
Vom this city and arrives at the place of its destination in thir- 
ty-aix hours 

IJut to return to Mr. Cosby. He had not been long in the 
.ubernatorial chair, before altercations took place between 
iim and the assembly. To enuraerate these would be diffi- 
:ull and of no ^reat interest to my readers, I shall, therefore, 
only specify a kw. Complaints as heretofore were made 
Hgctinst the court of chancery as being illegally instituted. 
The fees extorted by public officers and by |iraciitioners pf 
law were represented as exorbitant ; demands for money were 
often made which, in several, instances, were not complied 
with, without considerable besitalion and an assembly, waS' 
continued- for several years notwithstanding many efforts, 
which were made (oranew election. With high opinions of 
prerogative and decided hostility to free legislation he, at last, 
became, odious to the colony in general, and evt^n to his best 
friends. 

There was one act passed, during his administration, which 
ought not to lie omitted. At the -cssiun of the legislature in 
1734, the people called Quakers were restored to a right, for 
which they had been struggling for a number of years. Some* 
of them had been prevented from voting in Westchester coun- 
ty, at an election for representatives, because they weuld not 
take the oaths prescribed by law. The assembly took up the 
subject and passed an act granting to them the same rights 
and privileges as were enjoyed by people of that denomina- 
tion in England. 

Amongst Cosby's last acts, was his suspending Van Dam 
from his seat at ilic council board. He was senior counsellor 
and as such, upon the death oCthe governor, would have be- 
come president of the cohmy. To prevent this, Cosby conven- 
ed the council in his bed chamber and suspended Van Dam. 
lie died on the 7th March 173IJ. 

Upon I he death of Cosby, the council were immediately 
convened, when it was proposed, that George Clarke, the se- 
nior counsellor next after Van Dam should assume the reins 
of government. The majorily were in favourof Clarke; but 
a powerful party supported the cause of Van Dam, whose sus- 
pension from the council ilipy declared to be arhilrary and il- 
legal. Considerable animosity took place between the two par- 
lies ; but thi« unpleasant slate of affairs was terminated, on the_ 
CrOctober following, when Mr. Clarke received his com-^ 
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A new assembly, composed of members, more disposed to 
assert the rights of ihdr constituents than to submit lo the usur- 
patioDs nf the crown, met 15th June 1737- Five days after 
the commencement of the session, an address to the Lieuten- 
ant governor was presented. It is well worthy of notice and 
forms an era in New-York legislation, which is highly impor- 
tant. Hitherto the governors had too often led theministry 
to believe, that the assembly was a body of men, ignorant of 
legislation, boisterous on some ocrcasions ; but easily brought 
to Mmpliance. The government had yet to learn, that there 
were men in this province, whose patriotism would have done 
honour lo the best days of Greece and Rome. 

The address -commences with recognizing some of the vital 
principles of a good government. It affirms, that none ought 
to represent the people, but those, who are fairly chosen by 
them and that elections ought to be frequent, as experience 
had shewn, the danger of trusting the same men too long with 
power. One paragraph in this address deserves to be trans- 
mitted to posterity. In speaking on the subject of the reve- 
nue, the assembly adopt this bold and energetic language. 
" Jfc, therefore, beg leave to tell your Honour that you are 
not to expect, that we either will raite sumt unfit to be rais- 
ed, or put that which tee shall raise into the pmeer of qtgou- 
entor to misap'ply,if we can prevent it ; nor shaBiee^ie 
up any other dej,cienciea, than what we conceive oreJiMmd 
Juit to be paid, or continue what support or revenue we shall 
raiiefor any longer time than one year ; nor do vie think it 
convenient to do even that, until auch lawe are pasted, as we j 
coKcaee necessary for the safety of tlie inhabitants of this ^ 
colony." In fine, the whole address isa production honoura- \ 
ble to the limes, in which it was formed and evinces the proud, 
unbroken spirit of the colonists, incapable of being soothed 
or awed into submission by the arts or power of their rulers. 
The legislature, at this time, began to perceive its importance 
in the scale of government and possessed the germ of that 
independence and freedom, which has since ripened and dis- 
played itself in securing the liberties of the country and in 
ultimately establishing the British colonies (now the United 
Stales of America) as a free, sovereign and independnet na- 

But though this assembly appear to have had correct views 
■with respect to the tights of the people, in general : their ideas 
io regard to religious liberty were illiberal and highly intole- 
rant. They resolved, jhat none of the ip."«\s,V ^TO^ewiwvi 
CMild vote /or reprefentaiives, or be adn\\U«Ok %%N4\\xtK»%«% 
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toachiag sny contested election. The fact is that the Jewi at 
well as the Roman Caiholics had long been pi > iiliarly obnox- 
ious to the colonists, and it was not till after oiii [glorious revo- 
lution, thai they were placed on the same foiling with iheir 
fellow citizens of other religious denominations. 

The continuance of our esaemblies had be' ii unlimited, till 
the political struggles, which arose in Cosbv's administra- 
tion, compelled his successor Mr Clarke, in the year 1737, 
to pass the act for restricting their duration to three years. 
His assent, however, was given with a bad grace. But, as 
he fully believed, that, this law could not obtain the royal as- 
sent, its character and views giving, in his opinion, the people 
too great a share in the administration of gover'nnent he gave 
it his sanction. In 1739, the crown, as he hi.il expected, re- 
pealed the law, and it was surmised at the time, that he had 
been instrumeatal, in bringing about this measure, liut al- 
though this law, in consequence of the inlerveniion of the roy- 
al prerogative, did not answer the salutary purpcise, for which 
it was intended, yet its strenuous advocate, Mr. Morris of 
Weaichealer, deserved well of his country, for his unremitted 
exertions in getting it passed. Soon aRer the arrival of Geurge 
Clinton as governor in September 1743, n act was passed for 
septennial assemblies, whicii it is believed cuntinuid in force 
till Ifc revolution. 

(^ the 23d ofOctoberl739, war was declared by England 
agiiinsl Spain. Soon after inf rmation of this event had ar- 
rived here, application was made by Captain ISorris of the 
ship Tartar, then lying in his hnrbour, fov liberty to impress 
thirty seamen, who he said, were much wanted to man his . 
vessel. The Lieutenant governor and council ordered the 
mayor to cause the imprt'ssment to be mode ^ but that gentle- 
men with a firmness, which did him great honour, perempto- 
rily refused to obey und the council prudently declined to take 
any further measures to comply with the captain's requisition. 
Thu^ by the firmness of this worthy mayor, the impressment 
of seamen, one ol the greatest oppressions experienced by that 
truly valuable class of men, in Great Britain and Ireland was 
expressly proliibilod in ibis colony. 
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arrivalof Sir Charles Hardy as Governor in 1755. 

An occurrence now look place, whicli greatly alarmed the 
inKabitants o( [his city. Certain circunislanci:s had been dii- 
closed Id the luagtatraies, which ihougb nul fuly developed 
till some lime alierwards, w^re calculaied to rouse the resent- 
ment of ihf public Hgainst the unfonunate Africans, who were 
here in a stale of slavery 

A robbery, which bnd been commitled al the house of Ro- 
bert Hogg, a nn^rchant in ibis city, on 28th February 1741 
setimed to have led lo (he discovery of what was alterwardc 
ca led the Negro Ptot. One Mary Burton an indented ser- 
vant lo John Hughson, a man of infamous character, in whose 
house slaves were in the habit of drinking, gaming and of se- 
cFf ting the goods which they had stolen, was ihe Inst ru meat 
in the nands of the magistrates, for ihe detection of the offen- 
ders. On Ihe Hfh March liillowing, a fire broke out in the 
government house at Fon Genrge, which stood, on rhat spot, 
which is now called the hailery. The said bouse, tiigelhi 
with the chapel and se eral adjacent buildings were consum- 
ed, A week after, another fire broke out al the South Wual 
end of the city. Both cif these were, at lirsl, supposed to he 
accidental. But about a week after the last fire, another 
broke out in a store, towards ibe East end of the lown, 
Three'days after a fourth alarm was given, which was occa- 
sitmed by some hxy being nn fire in a cow stable. The fire 
was soon suppressed ; but before the people could gel In their 
respective homes, there was a (ifih alarm, in a place at no 
great distance. It uppeaied, that fire had been placed be- 
iween-two beds in the loft of a kitchen, where a negro usually 
slept. The neit mumiiig coals were found under a hay stack 
near a coach house ind stables in Broadway. All these cir- 
cumstances, having occurred in quick succession, induced 3 
belief, that some designing persons intended to deeiroy the 
dty by fire. What strengthened the belief was a seventh 
alarm the next day in a house opposite ihe fort garden, an 
dghth occasioned by a fire breaking out in a house near the 
Fly market, and again on the same afternoon a ninih occur- 
ring in a store house. This strange coincidence of circum- 
itannces seemed lo render it certain 'UiU ftone, \t aift ^ 
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Ibese fires were the effect of design and il was soon suspectett 
Iha the negroet were the perpetrattirs. 

One Quacko a negro was said to have made use of some 
iiiysierious language indicating his knowledge til' a plot. He 
»nd several others were Hpprehended and closely interrogat- 
ed ; but they made no discovery. Mary Burton, who had 
been apprehended as a witness, relative to ilie robbery at Mr. 
Hogg's, gave the grand Jury reason to believe, that she was 
also privy to the design of setting lire to thi- cily. After some 
difficully, she stated, that meetings of negroes were held at 
the hodse of Hughson her master; liiat their plan was to 
burn (he fort and city ; that one Ctesar, a negro was to be 
governor and Hugtison Jdng ; thai rhey meant lo destroy the 
whiles, and that the meetings at ber master's house generally 
consisted of twenty or thirty negroes. Upon ibis evidence, 
many of these poor wretches, were committed to prison. 

One .4rlhur Price, a servant accused of stealing goods be- 
longing to the Lieutenant governor, likewise, became infor- 
mer. Being a prisoner himself, and having access to the ne- 
giues, who were iu confinement, he received or pretended lo 
have received from them murb informalidn. He was after- 
wards erajiloyed by the magistrates to hold private confe- 
rencps with them, and lo endeavour to persuade them to 
make confessions ; and in this business he was very ex- 
pert. Many of his stories were of su romantic a description, 
ns to eicite suspicion of iheir truth ; yet such, at tliut time, 
was the slate of the public mind, that the more extravagant 
the tale, the more readily was it believed. , 

A white woman, a commoi) prostitute, who was familiar 
even with negroes, of the name of Pi'ggy Salinborgh, likewise, 
declared, that she could make great discoveries. The magis- 
trates eagerly hastened to take her examintition, in conse- 
quence of which warrants were issued for the apprehension of 
many other negroes, not before implicated. Informers were 
now rapidly increasing The magisiraiea were unceasingly 
engaged, and the grand jury daily presenting indictments 
against the parties accused. To be inculpated by Mary Bur- 
ton, Arthur Price or Peggy Salingburgh seems to have been 
sufficicni to authorize the conviction of any one. It cannot, 
however, be disputed that some of these fires were the effects 
of design ; but there is much reason to doubt the nature and 
extent of the plot ascribed to ibe negroes. 

It is evident, that Mary Burton was wholly unworthy of 
credit; for independent of the absurdity of many of hersto- 
rJffs, sAe oa the 32d ApfAf tx her first examiDation deelared 



1 



UNDBE THE BRITISH. 21 

upon oalh, ihat she never saw any white person iu company, 
when they lalked of burning the city, except her mnster, her 
mistress Hiid Peg(>y Salinburgh ; yet on the 2Mh of June fol- 
lowing, slie depiiard, ihhU one John Ury, n catholic priest, who 
traa a tahite man was often ai Hughson's, anil (hat the negroes 
talked in his presence alioui selling Gre to the city anil killing 
tfie whites. She after wu ids, on the 14th July following, swore 
that one Corry a dancing luasier, also a white man, used t» 
. come to^Bughsun's ind talk with the negroes about the plot. 
Yei on uioh evidence, Ury, who had been previously eoinmit- 
ted, under the act agninst popish priests, was convicled and 
executed. With hisla»t breath, he solemnly denied (h<-chaige} 
but he was a caihotic priett and tke jiublic prejadice uui iB , 
ttrong, thai it required oeri/ little morf to etwure his condeilh 
nafiiin. The infamous Mary Burton, liowever, received the 
hundred pounds, which had been promised as a reward for 
discovering the persons concerned in (he plot. I sliall con- 
elude thrs article with some remarks, whicli natur lly grow out 
of [he subject. 

One hundred and fifty-four negroes Were cominilted to pri- 
son, of whom fourteen were burnt at the stake, eighteen liang- 
I, seventy-one iransporied and the rest pardoned or di^< 
targed for waot uf proof. Twenty white persims were com- 
1lt«d, of whom (WO only, John Hughwo and John Ury, were 
i- At this time, this ci(y contained about ii,CH)U in* 
;a of whom one sixth were slaves. Ifaphii, in fact, 
d for (he destruction of the city, and if that plm was con> 
docted by Ury, it certai ly betrayed greater imbecility afuo*! 
derstanding and want of arrangement than ould have been 
expected from a man of erudition, and great knowledge of 
the woriij. 

< t is wor hy of remark, that Corry, (he dancing master, was 
discharged for want of proof. It seems, that iMary Burton's 
te&timony began to be doubted, at last, and well i( might ; for' 
bud the proseculions continued much longer, she would very 
probably have accused a great portion of (he whites. Daniel 
Horsmander, Esq. one of the judges of the Supreme court, 
published at the time, a history of this conspiracy and labour- 
ed hard lo prove its existence and extent. But it is t.vident, 
(bat the hoslilily tii the Catholic religion, which w s then so 
prevalent, gave his mind a bias very unfriendly to the fair 
developement of truth, or to the iraparlial exaoiinaiion of 
tacts and circumstances. The negroes were without defence, 
ail the counsellor!) in the city being arranged a^R\n*\ \\\tmii 
Their want of edneation and lotal ignsitiitcc mudti \i\ea\ <W 
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easy victiiiigof craft «Dd imposition ; and it is almiiat certain^ 
ibat the bopp of life and tbe promise of pardon, iaduced some 
iif them, wlio were not ginlly, to make ccinleiiEinfis. It must, 
iiowever, be admitted, tbal there was great reason to believea 
]d<Sl existed, though, by no m ans to ibal ixlr-nt, which was 
generally suppnsed. When ibe dnDgrr appeart-d to be over, 
a day of public thanksgiving was uppulnted by tlie lieutenant 
governor, which was devoutly observt-d by the inhabitants. 

In Sepiembf r following, the asscDilily wi<s »peoed by H 
speech (rum the Lieutenant governor, in which amnugsl other 
lopirg, he urged them to raise a revenue Tor a terra of years. 
as iWraer assemblieii had done and not to limit its duration to 
one year Here, however, he labiiuredin VBin,iis they received 
his recomniendHlion with contempt. They al»o, resolved, that 
they would not subject the colony to any additional taxes, to 
aid the contemplated expedition agaiost the Spanish settle- 
ments, thus plainly intimating, that it was the province of the 
ccowo to support its own wars. 

About thi» period, the growing importance ofihe legislature 
of the colony began to he perceived- Jn almost every strug- 
gle with its governors, it was successful. In fact, the purse 
and the sword were in the hands of the assembly- Public mo- 
nies could tit> longer be misapplied ; for the revenue being 
limited to one year, the -gnverni'i' was under (he neeessity of 
convening the legislature annually. The democratic branch 
of the colonial government bad placed tbe governor and otiiei 
officers in a state of dependence on its votes and measures ; 
for not a shilling co<dd be drawn from the treasury without its 
consent. Tliis was peculiarly galling to the e eculive, as it 
stripped bim of that palrooijge, wliich he deemed so essential 
to the support of his adminislrHlion. 

Id the summer and auiumn of 1 74 1 and 1742 this city was 
visited with a.disorder, similar in many of its prominent symp- 
toms, to that, which is now denominated Yellow fever. Dr. 
C«1den, who has been already mentioned, as a gentleman well 
acquaint^ with the aSairs of the province, particularly of 
ihosu whii h respected Indian aflairs and who, in the year 
1727, Tlad published a valuable work, entitled " The HUtory 
of the Five* Indian nations tlepending on the province nf . 
Neii>-Vork,iti America, was, at the time of this awful calumify, 
distinguished as a highly eminent physicirin. He drew up an 
Interesting account of the disease, carefully pointed out those 
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fecal circum Stances, wliich existed in diOercDl parts of the 
city, as evident causes of adding to the violence of the 
distemper and strongly recommended the most effeclUiil mi-ans 
for their removal. Thf ihanlis of the Common Council were 
presented to hira, and ilie measuresjwhich he suggested for tlie 
impro.vement of rhe general health were ndopted andfollotneii 
by the most salumry eflecis. > is account of the epidemic of 
1/41 and' 1742, which lie afterwards improved and enlarged 
may be found in the American Medical and Philosopliieat Re- 
gister, Vol. 1. 

If we candidly take a view oftheadminislraiion of governor 
Clarke, we find little to distinguish it from that of h s predeces- 
sor ; at least, in one important particular, via. that of a periinfe ' 
eious adherence to the royal premgative, from which cause, al- 
though be was very assiduous in his endeavours t<i promote the ', 
interest ufihe ciilony,he became very unpopular. The arrival 
of GL'orge Clinton, therefore, es governor on the 23d Sept. 
1743 diffused general joy amoagslihe inhabitants. They had 
beard the most favourable accounts of his liberality and talents 
and had been induced to believe, that his whole attention 
would be devoted to the interi-sta of the colony, and his first I 
address to the legislature tended to confirm these favourable 
impressions. - 

About this time, KingJames II then known by the name of 
the Pretender, who resided in France, having learnt thai there 
were great dissentions in the Enirlish parliament, was indiir.ed 
to believe, thai a powerful party, in Great Britain and Ireland 
were ready to rise iivhi favour. To the French court, he 
made known his sentiments, and urged thai an arm . should 
be raised for the invasion of his former dominions, assuring 
ihem, thai he would thereliy be soon enabled to reascend the 
throne, which he had abdicated. The French ministry rea- 
dily entered intii his views, the subjugation of Great Britain 
being then, as it has often been since, one of their most favour- 
ke olijects. An pupedition, consisting of 15.000 men was, 
therefore, forthwith resolved on. War was declared ^gainst 
England 20th May 1744, and on the Slsl of the same nsooib, 
England issued a similar declaration against France. The 
notice of transactions at so grea a distance from this city may, 
at first view, appear foreiiin to (he purpose; but the wars of 
the mother country never (aile lo involve her American I'ol- 
anies, and this city in particular, in great distress. 

To excite the loyalty of the colonists, at nucha crisis it was 
•nly necessary to inform them thvit iheit c\v\\ atv4 ti^V^wvaWa- 
estiea wer? threatened by ihe pope «ad xYie^TcVfiu^^t. '^^» 
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alarn aliuost immediately pervaded ihe whole eomin unity amT 
(very exciiion was made to averj the impending danger. An 
address to ttle governrir replete with sen iments o( luyal^ 
to the kitig and of the t^osl gleadrasl adherence to Ihe protec- 
tant religiim was reported by Colonel Morris ol' Weslchea- 
ter and immediately adopted by the Assembly. This gentle- 
man though boilile to the court, could not resist the powerful 
influence, wliich the evils, with which they were ihreBteoed 
bad produced on the minds of the people. Tlie governor' 
speech was mild and untissuiiiing and the .inswer of [he hou: 
eomplinieniary. 

During tlii» session of the legislature, the public businei*. 
was conducted with the greatest harmony. A bill for the re- 
lief of imprisoned debtors was passed. The militia was put 
under belter regulations. The credit of the paper currency 
was supported by law and sundry ot er bills of great impui^ 
tauce to the colony were enacted. AH objects of dispute, be- 
tween the diflerent departments of government were now ab- 
sorbed in the more important considerations of warfare and 
defence. Indeed so ardent were the inhabitants in su|iport of 
the crown, against ihi iiifluenc of the French and the pre- 
tender, that >hej were noi. at that time, inclined to examine 
very minutely into the conduct of their rulers. The assenihly, 
il^ their address to the governor, declared, that Ihey were high* 
ly sensible of the happiness, that they enjoyed under his ma- 
jesty's government, and that their civil and religious rights, 
oeit under God, depended on the proiestam succession in his 
illustrious bouse. They slated, that they would cheerfully 
cancur in every measure for the welfare of the colony, which 
they well knew, that his excellency had greatly at heart. 
And they evinced their sincerity, by ihe earnestness, wilh- 
which they pursued the system of defensive measures. 

In July 1T44, the govern.ir advised the house to attend to 
the stale of the fortifications in this city, in Albany, Oswegft 
and the garrisons throughout thp colony. He also exhorted 
thera |o pro vide against attacks npun the coast and to lake 
measures for guarding the colonial commerce against the de- 
predations of the enemy. He regretted the heavy expense, 
W which ihe peopje would he subject, but he trasted, that the 
iiSpnrtHnt objects in view, viz. the proteclian of their civil and. 
rdigiaus liberties, would be nn adequate compensation. 

On t is application the assembly resolved unanimously, that 
as his majestv was engaeed in war with France and Spain, ihey 
Vfiuid provide for puttinsr the colony in such a posture of de- 
Pace, Bs would, on the one baDd, discourage the enemy fronv 
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* aa attack, and, on the other, would excite tlie inhabn 
tanls to make a vigorous defence, in case such on attack should 
be made, in cunrormiiy with ihis reselution, ih(>y made 
g;tvai preparatioDS fur tlic- war and voted lit>«ral siipiilies. 

A bill was brought in, requiring all persons in the colony to 
take the oaths enacted in Great Britain for the security nfgav- 
vrnoient and itip pr<itestant religion. Mr Jimei from QueeD^ 
county, opposed the hill, as he contended, that though ihv 
loyalty of the colony had never been doubled, it seemed to 
(]uestion their allegiancL' lo tlie king and their aittichment to 
ihe proiesiant reli^ilon, a reftectlon which he deemed highly 
unjust. Nut withstanding his etertLonii, the bill was carried by ■ 
fourteen votes to seven ; but the people called Quakers were M 
allowed to o^rni, instead of svnaring. ' fl 

In the meaniime, the war Itad occasioned considc table ~^ 
alarm along the frontiers. The British fur trade, from which , 
great profit iiad been made, was almost annihilated. The 
Indian traders at Usweg;o abandoned the place and the Indians 
themselves began to Itiok Ic t e French for protection, h^ 
lieving, ibat the English were too weak or loo pusilanioiou^ 
to ^eflnd them. An attack upon Oswego was, likewise, ex* ^1 
pccted. Tlie assembly nsulved, thai ihegarrison, in that' I 
place, should be reinforced, wiihoui delay, and that the ex- i 
pense of defending it should he defrayed by the colony. Vig- 
orous measures were, every where adopted to give the enemy 
a warm reception. Stephen Van Rensselaer Esq. had engag- 
ed to furnish lire wood and candles for all the garrisons in Al- 
bany county, and the assembly voted the necessary supplies. 
Large sums were also approprimed to ether purposes, so that 
thcv appeared to set no bounds to their loyalty and zeal. 

Thus far, the Governor and assembly had acted in concert i 
but the time had nnw arrived, when the latter actuated by a 
desire to piomote the public good, deemed it expedient to op- 
pow the measures recommend'-d by the former. The Eng- 
lish ministry bad given express orders to the governor lo car- 
ry hostilities into Canada, the reduction of which had been 
always viewed by them as an object of the greatest impor- 
tance and they considered the present war as an excellent op- 
portunity for gainint; the so lung wished for prize. i 

Accordinirly, at the March session, in l^^S, the governor *J 
informed theassemlily, ihat the province of Massachusett ■ hrf ^ 
Ibrmed aplanforlhe invasion of the Fn-neh settlements in — 
Canada and parne^l^,rerommendrd, that they would joltt \a. 
the enterprise When this speech "wiis taVeti \tvto t,ciw^\&«- 
IHlioBf coMMTj 10 ^liaueMv; usage, \he^ n^vvWtNtf£&«x<' 
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address nor any answer. They determined, on defending 
colony and securing the friendship of the Indians; but deem- 
ed, that the conquest of Canada was a business (vhich exclu- 
«ively behinged to ibe crown. This sentiment (vas highly of- 
fensive to the governor, who had sent assurances to the minis- 
try, thai the intended invasion iif Canada was here a vtry 
popular meHsure, On the 14lh Play 174:t, he sent for the a*- 
sembly, w hum, after upbraiding with rudenpss, in not answer- 
ing bis speech and neglect in not attending tii sundry othet 
niatt»-r9 of ijnpnrtauce, hi- dissolved. This was the first open 
disagreement bi-iween the assembly and Mr. Clinton ; and 
tliere is n<> difficulty in tracing it to ils cause. The taxes oo 
the colony were already too great and the house were unwil- 
ling to increHse ihem, unless for the sole purpose of defenre. 

Other subjects of irritation followed soon after :butof iheaC 
I only deem it necessary to mention one viz. thai his Excet 
lency's ride was si'nsibly mortified, at the decided tone as- 
sumed by the house, as it related lo the government, in gen^- 
ral. In conveying his scniimenis he makes no attempt to 
conceal bis displeasure; but expresses himself in the foil pw- 
ing indignant lemis. " Vou have ventured to take upon yuu 
ihe assignment of the phiiis for erecting batteries in tliis city j 
to direct the number of t:uns to be placed upon them and to 
order the issue nf gunpowder, provided for public use, with- 
out consulting le, which, in effect is assuming the adminis- 
iralion of the giiverameitt, and wresting his majesty's authori- 
ty out of my hands. Thus from an invincible untowardncsy 
rin the one hand, and an inordinate thirst of power on the 
other, you have becomi', as it were, a dead weight against the 
other branches of the legislature." 

Yet, if the proceedings nf the assembly be duly considered, 
il is evident, that these severe censures were far from being 
merited. They had been lavish of their resources imposed 
heavy burdens on their constituents to assist in the prosecu- 
liou of the war, at vast expense, placed the city of New- York, 
us well as the colony, in general, in ns good a'piistur of 
defence as was then practicalile. " No inordinate thirst of 
power" had influenced ibem in their del iberal ions, unless, 
that may be termed sci. which tended to <:heck the waste 
of public monies. If ihi-y were rharged with "invincible ' 
nntowardness," it was only in reaistinE the overgrown influ- 
ence "f the crown Htid of ils ministers and "if they ■ ad assum- 
ed the adminisir:ilicni of the governmenl,"' it WHS to protect the 
subjects from oppressive tajaiinn and tii secure the people from 
(jrannf and despotism. Thus even, at this early period. 
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\here were men, whci, without fear, could meet the frowns of 
agovernmfmt whose 1 us I of power and iosaiiable ombition 
could involve in ruin the very people, ivhora it was bound, by 
every aacred lie, lo Ibaier and protect. 

la June lf4j, the liiniuus harbour of Lou is burg was sur- 
rendered [o the BritiahfleH, under Cofumodore Warren, aided 
by some troops sent on by Massachuaeils Towards this eK- 
pedition, New-Vork had, likewise, coniribuled ^7500. Dut 
while this accession wus uiade to his mnjesly'a dominions, at 
ailisUuce, our Irgislaiure had abundance of business to keep 
tbein engaged, a[ hume. Intelligence had been received, that 
Oswego would be speedily attacked by 1600 Frenchmen and 
Indians. The inhabitants of the city uf Albany and of ihe 
adjacent country were greatly alarmed for their safety. Ab 
many men, iheTeltirf, a» were df^med necessary for their re- 
lief were furihwith drafied and sent on. But, in various oth- 
er places, the depredaiions uf the Indians were dreadfuk 
Tliey. every where coruniided the most savage barba ities, on 
persons of every age and sex, who unloriunately fell into their 
hands ; while the Kngjisii govern'netil too much engaged in 
foreign conquests, hiid left ihe coloay entirely oitiawnpro> 
tection. The frontiers of the New England colonies had, like- 
wise, been attacked and lu add to this train of misfortunes, the 
Six Nations of lodiaus, who had long been in the English in- 
terest would not engage in war against the French or hos- 
tile Indians. 

In October 1745, upwards of 500 of the s id Six Nations as- 
sembled in Albany to bold a conference, with the commis- 
sioners from the colonies of New- York, Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut and Pennsylvania. The main uhjeccof thi 
rence was to induce the Indians to take up the hatchet against 
the French j but it by no means, nnsi"ercd tbf end, for 
which it was designed. A II that could be effected was a treaty^^ 
by which ihey stipulated, that, ifthey could not, within two 
months, procure salisfiiciion from the f rench Indians f r iheic 
hostilities upon Ibe borders of New Eng and ; or that if any 
further hostilities should be commenced, they would then, 
upon receiving ordeis from the governor of New-\ ork, join 
in the war. The treary had scarcely been concluded, when 
intelligence arrived, that anoiber attack had been made on 
ibe New England frontiers The Massachusetts commis- 
sioners demanded of our governor, that he would order the 
Indians lo commence immedinie hostilities ; but with this de- 
mand he did not ctmiply, as the two months allowed va*.Vi^ 
fndjti^s had not eipired. Much aUetcsVion i;n»5.%i, TVft^.'Kv 
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ilie eud, tbe conrrnissioncrs separated wilh setttimeiits of 
iealou*y and disgust. 

On rhe I4ili Ucuiber l7-l6, ihe assembly was again conven- 
ed, when the giivciiii)r informed them thai the Six Nations liaj 
pledged themselves in thi^ miisi solemn manner tu lake a part 
in the war against ihe enemy ; and aa a Ueel supposed to be 
French had been seen off Nova Seoiia he enhoried them to 
make further supplies for ihe proseciition of the war. Sis- 
[een thousand two hundred and fifty dollars were voted lor vict- 
ualing the troops destined fur (he invasion of Canada. But It 
was at ihe same lime resulvpd, thai no further provision should 
be made for tbe dels hnienls of militia sent to Albany in May 
iind Ji'ne. It wa* now evident, that the governor could not, at 
present, eipecl any further extrafirdtnary supplies. Besides 
a controversy aro^i, during this session, which widened the 
breach slill further beineen the governor an the assembly. 
It appeared, that, without any authority from thai body, hb 
Excellency had mused a large qnanlily of provisinns to be 
taken from the putijic stores al AllMny for the supply of four 
companies of fusiliers, an act, which they pronounced lobe 
arbitrary and illegal. Tliey also resolved, that it wi uld he in 
vain IQ furnish provisions fur the subsistence of ilie forces rais- 
ed by this colony for the expedition against Canada, until 
proper assurances be given, that an effectual stop shall be put 
to such measures. 

To these and some other very h.irsh resolutions, a copy of 
which was delivered lo the governor, he sent a moderate and 
respectful answer, which, however, was fiir from being satis- 
iaclory to the house. They concluded their reply lo bis Ex- 
cellency informing him, "that a& soon as proper assurances 
shall be given, thai the abuses committed in respect to the 
provisions already furnisbi*d for the subsistence of the forces 
an the Canadian expedition shall he effectually prevented, 
this house will cheerfully pass a bill for a further ample al- 
lowance for the subsistence of the said farces; butthatunfi/ 
such as»urance» be given, this hmme cannot, in justice to the 
pr.opie tkey repreti'iit, proceed upon any butiaeas whatsoeeer, 
finding the assembly inflpxible, the governor deemed it ex- 
pedient to make some farther concessions, with which theyj 
at last,, appeared to be satisfied. 

The expedition against Canada, however, had not yet met 
wilh that success, which had been anticipated. Much time 
had been spent in gaining over the [ndians and in raising men 
iind the necessary supplie . The colonies had not combined 
/AeJy forces; the British fleet had not arrived in season an4 



i^" tWDBK TH8 DILITISH. 59 

peat jealoDsy prevailed between lh-< colonial governmenl*'. 
ID egard I'l ihe manner of condncting the rnlerprise and ol' 
defraying the expense. The governnr was so sensible of ihese 
ilifficuhies^lhat in his address to the nssrmblv, in March 1747, 
Ik complained of ihe loss af ibe campaign and ascribed it 
ehtefly to the aibr- sard causes. He cspresst'ii his hopes, how- 
ever, (hat, frani the arrangements which had been made, the 
ensuing campaign would be more successful 

The assembly and the governor again diflered on :iome su- 
bordinate puinis concerning ibe new levies and tlitr employ- 
ment of troops to scour the woods in the county of Albany. 
This produced a long and animated discussion and a minute 
detail of the operations of the government for the preceding 
year. Towards the close of this document, his Excelkn_cy 
tvas peculiarly unfortunate in his statement " tliat the assem- 
bly had shewn him personal disrespect, thereby contemning 
the power, from which his authority flowed," and still more 
in his assertion, that i e principal men in Albany did not wi^h 
well to the success of the expedition' against Canada, on 
count of the advantage, which they gained by trade with that 
country, particularly in time of war ; that the principal diffi- 
culty in gaining over the Indiana arose from the gi 
which those men possessed over thai people, i 
horted the house to make great preparations for opposing the 
enemy, and concluded with assuranCesof his being ready to 
co-operate with them in every measure which might be devis- 
ed for the defence of the colony. 

The assembly was thrown into a great ferment by hia '. 
charge of disafl'ection against one of our principal elites and ' 
also by that of neglect on the part of themselves The men;* ' 
bers from Albany felt highly indignant, and denouncid-the 
governor as being under an inGuence unworthy of himsetf and 
of the colony- An answer was speedily voted, the style of 
which was apparently respectful; but, in reality, scarcastic 
and reproachful In the conclusion, it boldly insinuated, that 
he hud, in different instances, been guilty of gioss and palpa- 
b'e frauds and peculations, particularly in respect to Indian 
aifaiis and flatly denied his charge, that the assembly hud not 
provided for the defence uflhe colony- It sneered at the ac- 
eusation which he hnd made against the inhnbitants of Albany 
and roundly asserted, iha» he was omier an influence, which 
bad occasioned dlfficulliep with the Indians and disturbed the 
harmony between the different branches of the eove nmetit. 
The governor was so incensed, that he imtni-i\wW\\ aS^OMYM 
ttw house and ihreatened, that he would Vbj iWk ^^w-esSw 
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%cfare his majesty. Tbe state of raising supplies, bowcver, 
did not admit of a lung adjoummenl. 

The liouse was reassembled in a I'en d ys, wh«i ihegover- 
BOr informed them, that he had alreatl^ expended' ^22, 500 of 
his own private lortunt^ in the paymeni ol tlie new levies and 
insisied un ua indemnifiGation. Tbe hnuNi^ resolved, that 
Ihey had nothing to 'lo with ihe pai/ of ihe forces raised for 
the invasion of Canada, that the supply of iheir jirovisions 
was all that could be justly demanded of them, and deleimined 
without a dissenting' voice, that if the li\ es and fortunes of the 
peopleof this colony should bv endangered by ilieforces-not be- 
ing paid, his Excellency wouldonly btlobtHnie, asit was easily 
in his power to provide against llie impending evil, by simply 
discharging the duty, which be owed to bis majesty. Tbe 
governor now determined to tatigue the bnuse into a compli- 
ance with his views by frequent adjoumnienie, an expedient, 
which seldom C^led of producing effects diametrically oppo^ 
site to that, which was intended and so it turned out upon the 
present occasion. On the 4th day of August, being the fifth 
lime of their adjournment, be informed the house, thai he had 
receivi'd a letter from governor Shirley of M»S8achusetIs, in- 
fix'niing him, that it was thought necessary lu Ibrm a junction 
between the forces now in the province of New-York, with 
those of Mnsaachusetts and Connecticut , and recommending 
in the must earnest manner, hi provide for a portion of the ex- 

1 he assembly, in their answer, to the governor, expres.'ied 
their desire'of being informed what Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut intended to contribute towards the burden ; but they, 
in the mean time, resolved, that they would rfieerfully con- 
cur with the neighbouring colonies in any well iriiiicerled 
scheme to annoy ihe common enemy 'and co tribute their just 
proportion of any exp<'ijscs, which might be necessary to car- 
ry it into expcution ; although the colony of New-York had 
alieady expend' d more money for securing the Six Nations 
in his Majesty's iniereal than those of Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut put together; hence, that of whatever espense, the 
three provinces aliould 6nd it necessary to assutne for the an- 
noyance of the common enemy, it would be highly improper 
that New-Yiirk should paj; more than one third part; and fur- 
ther, that tbe provinces lo tbe Westward ouehl to bear a share 
in all such pspenscs, go that tbeconlribmion of Massachusetts, 
Connecticut and New-York might thereby he proportionably 
dimjiiishfd. 
The governor, a few days after, sent « message to the as- 
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Moibly, (leclaringlhal he could no longer continue the expense) 
al the charge of the crown, of supplying the four companies 
of fusileersat Albftny and [he levies made in the other colonies, 
for the invasion orCanaiia, nor that of preserving the friend- 
abip of the Indians and sending out parties of tlmt peo- 
ple to annoy the enemy and to gain Intelligence of theii move- 
ments. He urged them to make provision for these expenses 
and for relieving the garrisons at Oswego and Saratoga. The 
assembly refuged to furnish provisions for the four coraptmies 
at Albany, alledgtng that their pay was sufficient for (he pur- 
pose BDdihat ihey had always subsisted thereon, unless when 
stationed in remote garrissns. They, likewise, stated, thai it 
was highly unreasonable to expect, that they should supply 
the troops ol' the other colonies with provisions, and that the 
crown ought to be at the expense of securingthe friendship of 
the Iitdiaus, especially, at this juncture, when the burdens im- 
posed on the colony, by reason of the war, were almost intole- 
rable. They, in fine, gave his Excellency to understand, that, 
in the present emergency, they bad already contributed much 
more than could have been expected from them, and that all 
that they could or would do was to provide fur the pay and 
subsistence of one hundred and fifty effective me[)j to range 
and scour ihe woods, in the county of Albany, for the space 
of fifty days, for the protection of the inhabitants of the said 
county, against the skulking parties of the enemy. 

At this time the resources nf the French were very conside- 
rable. They were in possession of Canada, and had fortified 
Quebec. Their towns were numerous and their stations well 
chosen. They had occupied the country of upper Louisiana, 
a fertile region, capable of supporting an immense population 
and meditated the union of Louisiana with Canada, by which 
they could more readily act in concert and annoy the English. 
The while population of the French colonies amounted to 52- 
000 men. Their whole power was marshalled under one ru- 
ler, and the temper of the people as well as the gdnius of the 
government was mihiary. With the exception of the Six Na- 
tions, all the Indians were attached to France. They were 
trained to war aAer the European manoer, and their aid was 
the more valuable, as they were acquainted with the recesses 
of the counlry, which was the theatre of war. In opposing 
the force and defeating the plans of the French, the English 
colcnies laboured under many disadvantages. They were 
separated into distinct governments and excepting tKoiw. ^A 
New England were altogether unaccuslo<[ned Vo mnow. "Wwii 
wefsjeaJotuo/lJie power of the crovriv aft4 ivwAN^Sa^^j 



i 



(it "'^ THE CIT? OF NEW-YOBK 

quent dispules with Iheir immediate rulers. They were spread 
over a large territory, and in the central provinces, the peo- 
ple had su long lived in sach trantiuillily, that they were wholly 
unacquHJnted with military operations. Their population, 
indeed, exceeded thai ofllie French by one half, and was 
equal to a million of souls* ; although from the causes above 
mentioned Ii was impossible to get them to act in concert. 
But as it was obvious, that a greot struggle «ould speedily 
ensue, it was necessary, if possible, lo devise some plan of 

The Lords Commissioners for trade and phntations bad re- 
commended to the several colonies to appoint commissioners 
to meet each other for the purpose of agreeing upon a general 
league of friendship between all the colonies and Indians in 
iiis majesty's American dominions. The general court of 
Massachusetts not only acceded to the proposal ; but desired 
his Excellency Governor Shirley to pray his majesty, that af- 
fairs, which relate t^ the Six Nations and their allies should be 
put under such general regulations as his majesty shall (hint 
proper and that the several governmenis be obliged to bear 
ibeir proportion of defending his raajeaty's territories against 
the encroachments of the French and the ravages and incur- 
sions of the liostile Indians. 

A general meeting of the governors and chief men from se- 
veral of the colonies was held accordingly, at Albany in June, 
17^-4, who were unanimously of opinion, thai an union of the 
colonies was essentially necessary in order to secure the ready 
co-operation of all the English in America. The plan pro* 
posed was, that a grand council should be formed of mem- 
bers to be chosen from each colony by the respective assem- - 
blies, which council, when organized, should logccher with a 
governor general lo be appointed by the crown, be authorized 
to make general laws lo raise money in all the colonies, for 
defence of the whole. But notwithstanding the magnitude 
and immediate pressure of the danger, the proposal, though 
acceptable here, was objected to in England, the ministry be- 
ing afraid, that a union upon such principles might give such 
power to the colonists, as would enable them, when they 
thought proper, to resist tlie authority of the parent state. 

inhabitants in the Brilisli terri- 

ca) in thfyear 1762. AMording 

.11 ...c .»s. ICI..U. ."^.. ... ...-.., ...t:j imoanled to 9,543,826 and there 

is reason to bu-lieve, that at the cDtnmeiiGeiuenl of llie year 1826, xhej 
juaounted to between 11 and 13 miJiiaas. So rapid an increase in Iho 
population of any cemlij is perhaps uneiampled in tbe uinalt of his- 
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Another plan, was, therefore, proposed as a substitute viz, 
(hat the governors oral) the colonies attended by onn or two 
membersof their respective councils should assemble, concert 
measuresforlhedefenceof the whole, erect forta where they 
thought necessary, with power to draw upon the British tresp 
sury, for which the treasury was afterwards to be reimbursed 
by a tax to be laid on the colonies by act of parliament. 

If the plan proposed for a confederated government of the 
colonies, which had bi'cn agreed on at Albany, was not rd- 
ished by the British ministry, the one, which liiey recommend- 
ed jn ita stead, was fully as obnoxious on this side of the At- 
lantic. The governors were chiefly of the King's appoint- 
ment. They were, with scarcely any exceptions, in embar- 
rassed circumstances and contrived to be sent here, that they 
might have an opportunity of repairing their shattered for- 
tunes, by their impositions on those, whom it was their duty to 
protect. To replenish their empty pockets and to return to 
their native country in affluence, after an absence ofafev 
years, was their sole object, and in this they too often succeed- 
ed by the most iniquitous means. Nor could the people place 
more confidence in the integrity of the council, as their very 
existence solely depended upon the will of the governor, under 
whom they respectively serveil. The ministerial scheme waBj 
therefore, received with indignation, not only h) this city; but, 
likewise, in every part of tht> British colonies, tt was uni- 
versally reprobated as a subtle and dangerous contrivance to 
provide for favourites, to undermine the liberties of the Amei 
leans and eventually subject them to the must abject slavei 
That part of the scheme, which authorized the British trea 
ry to be reimbursed for the monies, which might be paid 
them lor colonial purposes, bya lax to be laid on the provinces 
by art af-parhamenf was peculiarly oflensive. 

It was, at that time, fully as well understood as at the com- 
meocement of the revolutionary war, that every man has a 
natural right to be governed by laws of hb own making, either 
in person or by his representative and that no authority can 
bejuslly exercised over him, which is not derived from the 
people of whom he is one ; hence that no part of his property 
can be taken from him except by his own consent expressed 
in one or other of these ways. But in the British parliament, 
the Americans had no vote and considering the gr^at distance 
between the two countries, it was scarcely possible, that they 
could be represented in that body ; and they strenuously con- 
tended, that taxation witiiout ropteaenlaVwn "waa le^a^ 
to iheir jJiiviJeges as £Dglisliiien, On iW u'Cn.ftt Vsa*. 
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minisUy firmly maintained, thai the mother country had a 
ricbt 111 tax her colonies in all cases whatever. On this doc- 
trine, though with tbem deemed highly iniporlani, it was, at 
thai time, ihuughl the wisest policy not to insisi. They per- 
ceived, that it was a measure, wiiich was viewed with univer- 
sal abhorrence, and that any allempE lo enforce it might raise 
a rerment, which could not be easily allayed. 

It is raucli to be regretted, that the history of the slate of 
NeiT-York has nol been brought down to a later period than 
the year ir47' Indeed Smith's history, from which a great 
port of the preceding is compiled extends no farther ilian 1732. 
In regard to what follows, it has been found impossible to go 
on with a regular narrative. Every arlicle, however, has been 
selected from what appeared to me to be authentic documents 
and as much i:are as possible has been taken to state with ac- 
curacy at what particular time, each trnnsaction took place. 

OnthelOlh October 1753, George Clinton ceased to be 
governorof this province, when he t/as superseded by James 
Delancey the lieutenant governor. During the administra- 
tion of (his gentleman, the war against the French and Cana- 
dians raged with great fury and various success ; but there 
was nothing decisive achieved on either side. On the 31st 
October 1754, he granted a charier for an act of incorporalioa 
to the first and still the most celebrated literary institution in 
the state, under the name of "The Governors of the college 
of the province of New- York, in the city of New-York in 
America." It was called " King's College :" and soon after 
the close of the revolutionary war, viz. in April 1787, the said 
charter was confirmed by the legislature of Ilie State, the 
name being changed to that of "Columbia College." 
Some few alterations, likewist^, took place, in consequence of 
the change in our political situation. Of this institution, how- 
ever, it will be unnecessary to say any thing farther, at pre- 
sent, as it will be particularly noticed under the head of Lite- 
RABx Establishments. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



the arrival of Sir Charles Hardy at Governor, tOti 
September 1755, to Ike declaration of Indepetuieiux, 4th 
July 177C- 

SiB Charles arrived at a tiroe, when the colony was io- 
voiced in war and greatly dissatisfied tritli the prospect that 
their liberties were in danger. Although the ministry 
liad desisted from their intended oppressive measures, for 
a time, they still seemed determined to raise a revenue upon 
the colonies, in one shape or other. ' Of their determination 
on this point, the provincial legislatures had been fully ap- 
prised, as they had received authentic informatian in May 
1755, that the ministry depended upon a common fund being 
raised in all the American colonies, in proportion to their re- 
spective ahiiilies for defraying the expenses entered into for 
their common defence. Massachusetts bay was the first,. 
which directed their agent in Britain to oppose everything, 
tvhich might have the most remote tendency to raise a reve- 
nue in the colonies for any public uses or services of govero- 

In the middt of this state a( alarm, which extended through- 
otit the British provinces, the melancholy news of the defeat 
«f General Braddock (July fllh 1755) with his whole army 
consisting of upwards of two thousand men, besides militia, 
greatly added to tlic general gloom. That general had resolv- 
ed to attack Fort Du Quesue ; but was surprised on his 
march by a parly of Indians, with whoso mode of fighliag he 
was entirely unacquainted. The van was thrown into con- 
fusion and the main body advancing, the enemy consisting of 
;ibout 400, who had Iain in ambush, in an instant, sallied out, 
fired upon the English and effectually completed their disor- 
der. The defeat was total- Braddock himself was mortally 
wounded and nearly half of the privates was either killed or 
wounded. Colonel Washington, who then commanded the 
militia, a body of men, whom the unfortunate Braddock had 
despised, by his bravery and prudence, covered the retreat 
and saved the wreck of the vanquished army. Well did ihs 
Rev.Mr. Davis, then president of Princeton college, predict in 
a sermon, whicli he preached soon after this disaster, that thia 
gallant young officer (then in the 2-llh year of his a.%e.^ ■«% 
destined by Divine Providence for some ^Tea\ ^m\^q?r, X' 
Be becaaietbe DELiveasn of his couHis.t. 
^ F 2 
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Tlie wJDtcrs of 1755 and 1756 were uncommonly mild, 
ihe river being open between this city and Albany on Janua- 
ry l4th and Februaiy 14lh and in theyear 1762, the severest 
drought ever known in this country was experienced, no rain 
Iiaving fallen from the month of May to that of November. 

But to return to the progress of [be war. In 1737, the 
British army had to encounter another defeat. The marquis 
de Montcalm governor of Canada a very able general advanc- 
ed against Fort William Henry and compelled the garrison to 
capitulate, on condition, that they should not serve against the 
king of France or his allies for the space of eighteen months. 
But the Indians unacquainted with the maxims of honour, 
which regulated the conduct of Europeans qnd dbregarding 
the articles of capitulation, fell upon the troops, after they had 
evacuated the place, and notwithstanding the exertions of 
Montcalm to prevent the outrage, massacred the greatest part 
of them 

Instead of producing fear, however, and notwilligtanding 
the dread of the colonists in respect to the threatened taxation, 
the ill success, of the British arms excited the indignation of the 
people on both sides of the allantic and urged them |o more 
vigorous preparations. Happily for the British nation, about * 
this time Mr. Pitt afterwards Lord Chatham was placed at the 
head of the ministry, when the face of affairs was in a short 
time entirely changed, the war prosecuted with unexampled 
success and the enemy, at length driven out of America. In 
no part of the empire was ihe character of this great states- 
man, more popular than in this country, particularly, in this 
city, where a statue was erected to his memory which was 
afterwards thrown down, when it was found, that he was 
opposed to their independenee, a measure, which was then 
little, if at all thought of,* Mr. Pitt assured the gover- 
nors of the colonies, in a circular letter, that an efl'eclual 
force should be sent lo act against the French, both by sea and 
laud ; and he called upon them lo raise as large bodies of men 
as the population of their respective provinces would allow. 

■ Dr. Gordon iii hia " Hiitory of the American War" Vol. I pHge 
lOtt, inrornis ua, thai Mr. f ratt. afterwardi LorJ Camden aaid lo Dr. 
Franklin In » coorie of free conversation. ■' For «ll what you Amer- 
icuDS aay of your loyalty, I know you will one day ihrow off your de- 
pend eiice upon lhi> country and nDlwilhitnndtngyaurbonsled affection 
toit will set np for independence." The otheraniwered, "No such 
idea i( enteriaiaed ia the mind of the Aiuericani; and no luch idea will 
krerenler iheir beadi, unleisyou g re ally abuse Ih em," " Very true," 
replied Mr. Fmtt," that U one oftfieTery causes, whicli laee will Lap- 
pea andprodiice IbQ event," 
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These were to be supplied with arms and amunjtion by the 
crown. Tile colonies, with tbe greatest alacrity, seconded 
the views of tbe minister, and rejoiced, at the opportunity, 
which then appeared to be offered of reducing the power of 
the French, whom they had long considered as their natural 



Though, during tbe cninpaign of 17^S, the British notwith- 
standing the mighty force, which they brought into action con- 
sisting of fifty thousand men, experienced some very conside- 
rable defeats, yet upon the whole their advances towards their 
main object, the reduction of Canada, were important and de- 
cisive. In 1759, the battle of-the heights of Abraham, under 
the walls of Quebec was fought by the British commanded by 
General Wolf and the French by the Marquis de Montcalm. 
Victory having decided, in favour oftbe British, the reduction 
of the city of t^uebec was the immediate consequence, and this 
was ullimately followed by the subjugation of the French, in 
every part of Canada, In this battle, however, the two gene- 
rals Wolfand Montcalm fell in the service of llieir respective' 
countries. The news of tbe victory was highly gratifying to 
the British colonists, whose safety was thereby secui ed against 
theattacksofa rival, fvho hud possessed the inclination as 
well as the means to annoy them. But the death of the young, 
the humane and the enterprising General Wolf was uDiversEil- 
ly lamented in every part of the British dominions and no 
where moresiucerely than inthis city. The fate of his wor- 
thy antagonist, Montcalm, who was an able general br* high- 
ly distinguished for his many viriues was, liken-ise, a cause of 
sympathy towards those who had lost so good a commander. 
On thr lOth^February 17G3, a definitive treaty of peace was 
concluded at Paris, between Great Itritain on the one^ide, and 
France, Spain and Portugal on tlie other, which confirmed lo 
Great Britain the extensive provinces of Canada, East and 
West Florida, and part of Louisiana, also the islands of Gran- 
ada, St. Vincent, Dominica and Tobago in the West Indies. 

Itinight have been expected, that peace having been thus- 
happily restored to Great Britain witli all the nations of Eu- 
rope, her ministers would have been desirous of giving her a 
respite for a few years, so that siie might have an opportunity 
of regaining her former slrength ; but now it appeared to 
them to be a suitable time to endeavour to enforce their fa- 
vourite measure, the taxation of the colonies. A bill wag ac- 
cordingly imrodueed into the house of Commona ^.Q\,Vv '?*;^\- 
1764, for the avowed purpose of laiaino a.vc\cv.iiftwi K^Gtii- 
em, bjf which bill the cglonists were Kn ¥«v «tt«j»' i***** 
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upon clayed sugar, indigo and coffee of foreign product 
wrought silks, and several olher kinds of goods therein spec!* 
fied, as also upon molasses and syrup, L>eing the produce of >. 
colony, not belonging to the crown of Great Britain, and 
these duties were to be paid into the exchequer in specie. 

This act was the more obnoxious to the colonists on accouRf 
of its being so unseasonable. The duties were to be pi 
specie, while the profitable commerce, which they had long 
carried on with the French and Spaniards, in ditferent parts 
of the new world, was to be instantly and rigorously suppre» 
sed by taies, which were equal, in their judgment, to a proh^ 
bilion of the trade, and in order to prevent smuggling, all the na- 
val officers on the American station were obliged to act as pet-. 
ty collectors of the revenue. Gentlemen of the navy were un- 
acquainted with custom house laws, and ofcourse liable to com- 
mit mistakes, in the execution of their uew office, in conse- 
quence of which, the law, which was sufficiently odious in it- 
self, was rendered still more unpopular. The whole continent 
was thrown into a ferment. Remonstrances and petitions, 
lo the king and both houses of pai4i,iment were prepared in the 
different colonics ; but that from New- York was couched in 
such indignant language, that their agent could not prevail 
tipon any member ofthe house to present it. In these memo- 
rials, every argument, which ingenuity could suggest, was uiy 
ged in order to procure the repeal of the obnoxious statute j- 
but without effect. But besides the remonstrances, Sea.. 
which have been already mentioned, associations were formed' 
in all the provinces in order lo diminish the use of British maiH' 
ufactures ; a step, which besides its immediate elfects, set the 
merchants of England against the ministry nnd encreased the 
opposition, with which those in power were obliged to cwv- 
tend. 

But the ministers were determined not to stop at what they 
had already done To complete the climax ofilieir folly, un- 
der pretence of enabling the Americans to defend themselves. 
against any foreign enemy, the bill for imposing stamp dutiet 
was brought into parliament 2d February 17C5. On the in- 
troduction of this bill, Mr Charles Townsend was oneofitf' 
most strenuous advocates and in a speech, which he had de- 
livered in its favour, he concluded in the following manner, 
*' And now will these Americans, children planted by our 
care ; nourished up by our indulgence, until they are grown 
to a degree of strength and opulence ; and protected by 
arms; will they grudge to conlribuXet\vekvaiW,Vo relieve 
AMatbeheavy weight of tUatbttvdeii,"«\iK\iif«\wMa4'et"t" 
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o ihis query ofMr. Townsend, Colonel Barre, who having 
resided in America, fcr several years, ira^ well acqiiaiaied 
with the cliaracter of the people, replied in the following spiri- 
ted anH very pertinent manner. " Tkny planted by Votni 
care? No. Your oppression planted them in America. 
They lied from your tyranny to a then uncultivated and unhos* 
pitable country, where they exposed themselves to almost all 
the hardships, to which human nature is liable ; and amongst 
others lo the cruelties of a savage foe" &c. " They nonrithed 
lip by Your indulgence? They grew up by your neglect of ' 
them. As soon as yuu began tu take care about them, that 
care teas exercised in sending persons to rule them in one de- 
partment and another, who were, perhaps, the deputies of 
deputies to seine members of this house, sent to spy out their 
liberties, to misrepresent their actions and to pry upon them," 
&c. " persons, some of.whoni, to my knowledge were glad by 
going to a foreign country to escape from being brought'lo the 
bar of a court ofjustice in their own." " They protected 6y 
Your armi? They have nobly taken up arms in your de- 
fence ; have exerted a valour amidst Iheir serious and constant 
industry for the defence of a country, whose frontier was 
drenched in blood, while its interior parts yielded all its liiile 
savings to your emolument. And believe me, — remember I, 
this day, tell you so, that the same spirit of freedom whicli 
actuated that people at first, will accompany them still," &c. 
He concludes thus " The people, I believe are as truly loyal 
as any subjects the king has ; but a people jealous of their lib- 
erties and who will vindicate ihem, if ever they should be vio- 
lated. But the subject is too delicate — 1 will say no more." 
These sentiments thrown out so forcibly, without premedita- 
tion, for some time, struck Ihe members with amazement, who 
sat intensely looking at each other without making the least 
reply. But the dye was cast. No argtimenis against the bill 
were of any avail ; it passed by a majorily of abeut 150 to 50 
und became a law 22d March 1 7G5. 

The reception of thcslamp act among the colonies was such 
as might have been expected. Combinations were every 
where formed to prevent its execution. Riots took place in 
most of the sea parts, where not only the furniture ; but, in 
many instances, the houses of those, who adhered lo the go- 
vernment were demolished and the stamps destroyed by the 
enraged populace wherever they could be found. The disaf- 
fection appeared to spread. A meeting of deputies from al) 
the colonies was advised by the House of RevtestvAKCwes, to 
.IfcjMf/juseffs, W meet at New-Tork on vUe feTaXTae^i'a-'j « 
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October 17G 5, for the purpose or devising such measures ns ■ 
might be moat conducive to ihp repeal of ihe stamp act, and, at 
the time appointed commissioners from 9 uf the 13 colonies as- 
sembled in this city accordingly. The assemblies from the 
other provinces were prevented by their governors from sending 
their committees to Congress. Timothy Ruggles of Massa- 
chusetts being elected president, 14 resolutions were passed, 
in which the said Congress express, in firm but respectful 
language the extent of the grievances, of which they complain 
and conclude by declaring it to be an indispensable duty which 
they owe to the king, the mother country and 10 themselves 
to endeavour by a loyal and dutiful address to his majesty and 
humble applications to both houses of parliament to procure 
the repeal of " The act for granting and applying certain 
stamp duties" and of all clauses of any other acts, intended for 
the restriction of American commerce. Congress broke up 
on the 25th of October, after having finished the business, to 
which they had been appointed The colonies, which could 
not send committees, shewed, as opportunities oflered, their 
approbation, of what had been done, by Torwarding to their 
agents petitions to the like purpose of that of Congress. 

In the mean time, those, who dared to assist in the exe- 
cution of those odious statutes were deemed enemies to their 
country. Such, therefore, ai had been appointed to disr 
tribute stamps, being apprehensive of danger, in general, 
resigned the office, or retreated to some place of securi- 
ty, where they vainly hoped, that they might be able to con- 
ceal themselves till the storm should blow over.* To the few, 
who dared to act in oppositiiiu to the popular opinion, little 
hope could be entertained I'or the safety of either their proper- 
ty or persons. In most places of iiny consequence, there 
were considerable commotions and this city was not without 
its share. The stamp act was treated with the utmost con- 
tempt, as it was cried about the streets under thetitleof 
" The folly of England and nnn of America." 
Towards the end of October, the stamp-papers arrived, and 
Ir. M'Evers, to whom they had been consigned for distribu- 

• Mr. Hood, iXaxap diBlributor for Maryland, (hat he might avoid re. 
sipiine, fled 10 New- York, where, he ai fli'si, toolt refuge iii Ihe fort and 
tinerwardi went to Long lalaod. A number of the Sunt of Freedom, ba- 
ying ci'oued oteruneipectedlj, obliged him to sijna paper, declaring 
bit absolute and final reEtgnation, and then Inolt him before a magie. 

'tnle, to vhom tic read the said paper and onerward* made unth Is ttif 

'^"^e^ tlierela cooiaioed. 



UtiOER THE BRITISH. 7i 

tion, having resigned his office, they were sent to Dr. Golden 
then lieutenant governtir, who caused them to be deposited in 
Fori George. Several extraordinary preparaiioiia forsecuring 
them having excited the suspicion of the inhabitants, and its 
being Ist November, the da; on which the nnxious act was to 
go into operation, a great concourse of people assembled in 
the evening, proceeded to the fort, took out the governor's ' 
carriage, and a/ier drawing it through the principal streets, 
marched to the common, where a gallows had been previoosly 
erected, on which they suspended hisefiigy, having in his right 
hand a stamped bill of lading, and in his left a figure intended 
forthedevil. After it had hung for a considerable time, they 
carried it together with the appendages and the gallows, in 
procession, the carriage preceding, to the gate uftbe fort and 
IrOiii thence to the Bowling green, where under the very muz- 
zles of the guns of the fort, they burnt the whole, amidst the 
acclamations of some thousands of spectators. They thea 
proceeded to the house of a major James, against whom the 
populace were highly incensed on account of his having avow- 
ed himself to be in favour of the stamp-act, and there they de- 
stroyed his valuable library, and made a bonfire of his furni- 
ture, in front of his house, which they completely gutted and 
reduced to a shell. 

Although, on the ensuing morning, the inhabitants had been 
earnestly advised to be ready on any alarm to turn out under 
arms, for the purpose of quelling riotous proceedings, it answer- 
cd no good purpose ; as a vast mob headed by captain Isaac 
Sears, who had formerly commanded a privateer and was ejt- 
Iremely opposed to the stamp-act having assembled in th«' 
evening, waited upon the lieutenant governor and insisted up- 
on his delivering the stamps into their hands. lie endeav- 
nared to appease them, by informing them, that he could da 
nothine in the business and that it would be best to leave it till 
the arrival of the governor Sir Thomas Moore, which was daily 
expected. This answer was, by ho means, agreeable to the 
people, who threatened, that if they did not get them peacea- 
bljr, they would endeavour to take them by force. Dr. Col-' 
den apprehensive, that much blood might be spilt, ir they 
should resort to that measure, was at last prevailed on to deliv- 
er them to the corporation, by whom they were deposited in 
the City Hall. Ten boxes of stamps having arrived afteir 
wards were committed to the flames. 

It was now perceived by the ministry, that they must either 
repeal the obnoxious statutes or compel the Americans \<i%\ia-. 
mit to them by force. The conCedemcy a§a\n&\ "Ctv^a 
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general, systematic and alarnning. It was universally agreed, 
ihat no articles of British manufacture should be imported and 
thai those, witich were made in the colonies should be prefer- 
red. The New-York merchants were the Grst, who passed 
this non importation agreement, October 2d 1765, when they 
resolved lliat they would notimport or receive any goods from 
Great Britain, until such acts of parliament as the general as- 
sembly had declared unconstitutional and subversive of the 
rights and hbettiea of the people ofthis colony should be re- 
pealed ; and the merchants in every part of the country soon - 
after entered into similar agreements. In addition tu this, 
many of the inhabitants of Great Britain openly espoused the 
American cause. The merchants and manufacturers were 
likewise strongly oppose^ to the noxious statutes. On the 
22nd February 1766, a motion was made in the House of 
Commons fur [he repeal of the stamp act, which after a long 
and interesting debate was carried by a majority of 275 to 
l67- la the House of Lords it likewise passed by a great ma- 
jority and finally received the royal sanction 19th March fol- 

But though the stamp act wag repealed, the ministry had 
not relinquished theirintention of raising a revenue in America. 
In order tosupport as it was called the dignity ot tliecrown, a bill 
was passed, in which the superiority of Great "Bri tain over 
her colonies was declared to extend to all cases whatever. 
This assertion greatly diminished the joy, which the repeal of 
the stamp act had occasioned ; as the Americans considered 
it as a foundation, on which any future ministry might oppreis 
them under the sanction of parliamentary authority. It was 
not long before they had an opportunity of seeing ihat their 
fears were too well founded. An act had been passed by the 
Grilish parliament providing fur tbe soldiers in thecolonies with 
the necessaries and accommodations, which their circum- 
stances might require. But when the assembly of New-York 
was applied to, December 2d 1766, by Governor Moore, to 
quarter someofthe King's troops, in conformity to this act, 
they justified their declining ta provide for them, by asserting 
that the act was only meant to apply to such troops as were 
marching from place to place, and nut to those who were sta- 
tioned in any particular place perhaps Ibr a whole year ; that 
by marching several regiments into the colony, the ejpense 
would be ruinous and insupportable, and they concluded thus. 
" We cannot consistent with our duty to our constituents put 
Jt in ihc power of any person ^whatsoever confidence we have 
Jn his prudence and integrity) to lay sucli a burden on ibera,'' 
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The assembly at Boston as wdl as that of Virginia aod otber 
colonies highly approved of their condoct. 

The British parUameiit, In order to punish fbe refraclorv 
spirit of the assemblies enacted 2d Jolv 1767- that tlielegisla. 
live power was taken from that of New- York, till ther 
should comply with the act of parliament for furnishing hif 
majesty's troops with the necessaries required by that act. 
The tiJeing away, io this manner, from one province, all the 
powers of legisiatioo, occasioned a general ferment thongbou: 
the whole. They now saw that their own legislative bodies 
might be bound to what the ministry might deem their good 
behaviour, by acts of parliament. About the same time, acts 
were, likewise passed, for imposing a duty upon paper, glas?, 
painters' colours and tea imported into the colonics for the 
purpose of settling salaries on the governors, judges, &:c. 

'rhose acts were received with greater aversion ihan tlir 
stamp act itself. Letters were sent from 3)nssachusetts to 
uU the other colonies inveighing against the injustice and Iv* 
ranny of the Britisli legislature ; and affirming, that their pro- 
ceedings were subversive of liberty and hostile to the riglits cfi 
British subjects. The legislature of Virginia forthwith applaud- 
ed them for their attention to American liberty and the other 
assemblies, as they had an opportunity harmonized with them 
in resolves and petitions. The Ne\»'-York assembly which 
liad felt the weight of parliamentary indignation by being be- 
reaved of the power of legislation, in the beginning of the year ' 
1768, voted the sum wanted to the general, for the purchase of 
pepper, salt and vinegar, instead of passing an act conYorma- 
ble to the act of parliament. This vote, however, was deem- 
ed satisfactorj'. But when they met towards the close of the 
year, after having completed a. petition to the king, another 
to the lords and a remonstrance to llie house of commons, they 
proceeded to consider the circular letters from the assemblies 
of Massachusetts, and Virginia, and unanimously agreed to an- 
swer them in the most respectful manner. . They tlien entered 
into some very spirited rcsolulions in favour of the rights of 
llieir constituents, and appointed a committee to correspond 
with any others of his majesty's subjects out of the colony 
either individually or collectively on any subject, whereby 
the rights or privileges of the house or its constituents m'tgnr. 
be:iifie^ted. In consequence of these proceedings, the house* 
%fa9'di>SS^lvn^ 

Ctethe 1st August 17t>y, the Boston mercnants eulct^\iL\v\\^ 
a jQ^li non importation agreement, by w\\\eV\ xXi^*^ eiv^'^^'fc^- 
th^ the^ would not send for or import frottv Oi^^.xlivvv^w'Ni ^>^- 

G 
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rin^ the fail nny other goods than what they had already (ir^^i 
dered for the fnll supply and that they vrould not send for, im- 
port or purchase iVom any factor any goods, wares or mer- 
rhanriiae (articles necessiiry for the fisheries excepted) from 
Great Britain from 1st January 17'<)9 to 1st January 1770; 
nor any tea, paper, glass or painters' colours, until the act in-' 
posing duties on these articles should be repealed. The nier- 
chants of this cily forthwith agreed to similar resolutions and, 
in a veryshort time, there were few, if any places in the pro- 
vinces where they were not adopted. The colonists could not 
overlook the good effects produced by the former non-impor- 
tation agreement, and were earnest in playing of the same cn^ 
gine against the new attempts of the niinistry to saddle them 
with the payment of la.^es. 

In the mean time, the parliament shewed, that it Iiail 
neither sulTicient vigour to compel the Americans to submit ; 
nor sufficient liberality to yield to their re mons trances. Ac- 
cordingly on the I2th April I77()f iheact for repealing the 
duties on pa.per, glass and painters' colours was passed. The 
duty on tea was professedly continued as a mere badge of 
sovereignty over the colonies. Jihad been predicted, how- 
ever, by those in the opposition that this apparent concession 
on the part of the ministers would have no good effect, as thi' 
Americans vyould never be satisfied, if any duty whatever 
were imposed upon them without their consent and the event 
fully shewed, that their prediction was well founded. It was 
determined by the Bostnnians, that the tea should not be land- 
ed, as it was obvious, that it would be extremely difficult tp 
prevent the sale, if the commodity should once be received on 
shore. This disposition was not confined to Masisachuselts. 
In New- York, the people aiatfifested a similar disposition and 
a spirit of resisinnce to jhe introduction of arbitrary power 
was manifested in almost every part of British America. 

But previous to the disturbances occasioned by the attempt 
to land the t'-a in Boston, New- York, Philadelphia and other 
places, a considerable ferment arose in this city from a diOe- 
rent cause. About the middle of January iJ70,t\\(i Libert if 
Pole was cut doivn at night by the soldiers. Atihat lime, they 
could have scarcely committed an act more ofiensive to the ui- 
habitants, who could not endure the idea of being subject to 
military despotism. In ordwr, therefore, to evince their adhe- 
rence to ttie sacred cause, which tlify had espoused, they soon 
after erected a new liberty pole strongly secured with iron. 
The animosity between the inhabitants and the soldiers had 
aiiseu from tiio jVipropec conduct of tlje assembly, who, at 



•Aetr last session, had granied a supply to tlie king's troops 
quanered in the colony. This had given great umbrage and 
10 quiet the minds nl' ihe populace, they had declared that it 
was the laiit supply they would ever grant till their grievances 
should be redressed ; but notwithstanding this resolulionj 
They, in the present scasinn, voted the further sum of $500CM| 
Tliis greatly added to llie irritation, which already exiatedj 
iind the soldiers were led to consider the people as their en&- 
mies. A pB|)er appeared, upon the occasion, addressed. 
" 3'o the betrayed inhabitants of the City and Colony of 
Nets-York,'^ underihc sign<iture of a Son or Liberty, and 
this vta pronounced by the assembly to be afalm, iedition*. 
mid infamous libel. Captain Alexander, afterwards General 
M'Duugal, being brought before the chief justice as the pub- 
lisher was on tlie 8th February, upon refusing tn give hail, 
committed to prison' Vt the April term, a bill was found 
against hJRi; but llie trial was put olTand he admitted to bniL 
Wliep the assembly met towards the end of the year, he waS' 
ordered before their bar and as he would not ask pardon, was 
comtniiied 10 jail fora high contempt, and there he remained 
till the assembly was prorogued 25lh February 1771. He 
was discharged from his recognizance, without trial, 37lh 
March fallowing, alter being under bonds nearly 12 months 
andsulfering 23 weeks actual imprisonment. This gentle- 
man, who was B native of Scotland, had the honour of being 
the first sufferer for the cause of liberty after the oo mm en cement 
ofthe united elforts of the sons of America to frustrate ibi' 
plans of the ministry. Instead, however, nf being disgrace^ 
by his conlinemenl, it answered a very diS'erent purpose, a 
during its continuance, he was daily visited by crowds of ihe^ 
most retpectable ladies and gentlemen in the city, ■ 

But to return to the subject of the Tba. In the month ofl 
November 1773, three vessels had arrived at Boston ladea^ 
with iliat article. It had been determined^ tliat it should be ' 
sent back in the same vessels, which broughi K, and the cap- 
tains alarmed at the menaces of tlie people were willing lo cora- 
jily: but the governor having thrown difficnliies in the way, 
the ships were obliged to remain in the harbour. The people, 
however, a|)prehensive, that the obnoxious commodity would 
be hiuded in small quantities, if the vessels should not be sent 
buck to England, resolved tu destroy it at once. For thi? 
purpose on the 1 6th December, a number of persons (hiefly 
masters of vessels and ship builders disguised as Indhins, re- 
paired to the vessels and dischat^cd the conlems ot ^'10 tVe^V^ 
of tea into the water, the numerous spectalois \uaw;-i4 olwii- 
^Jalinglhem scrringas a covering pavlj'. - — ^^_ 



Iuthiscity,tlic people being fully (letermiiicil against perinil' 
liag tea tn be bioded shewed themselves to be c(|ually resoluiu 
as ihosc iji Boston. About ibe middle uf December 1773, two 
siiips tlic London capluin Cbulmers and the lea sliJp arrived 
at this port on tl>e same day. Tbe Ibrmer came up directly 
Id the ivharf, und the other remained at tlie liook till her de- 
parture /or England. The consjgneee came under a solemn 
pruinise, that tliey would neither receive nor sell the tea, as it 
came liable In an Americat) duty ; but captain Chalmers Iki- 
ving ventured to bring up 17* chests on his own account, they, 
were instantly seized and thrown into the stream. Had tho 
tea ship been brought up to the wharf, she would most prub- 
ubly have beeu burnt, as combustibles had been provided for 
that purpose, by captain Sears and others. Inmost places, 
the consignees were obliged to telinquisb their appointments, 
und to enter into fngageineiiis nut to act in lliat capacity, in 
consequence of which and the vigilauce of the committees, it 
was scarcely possible to land any tea ia Ajiierica. 

Tlicse troubles were introductory to a gcnetcil rupture be< 
twcen the mother country and the coloniea. Parliament le- 
yolved to punish the Boslunians in au exemplary manner by 
compelling them lo pay for the value of the lea, which had 
been destroyed and to shut up their port by an armed force^ 
till tlieir refractory spirit should be subdued. The ministers 
believed, that this high handed measure would Intimidate not 
only the inhabitants of Massachusetts ; but these of the other 
provinces. A general infatuation seems, at that time, to have 
pervaded not only the parliament; but the people of Oreet 
Uritain at largo. It was the general idea, that the Americans 
would not persevere in reiisling the authority of the mother 
country, and that if they did, tlieir resistance would he of no 
aviul. Otherluws were passed in rapid succession, which 
were so offensive to the colonists, as (oesasperaie them be- 
yond the possibility of reconciliation. 

The legislature of Massachusetts, so far from submitting to 
tlie arbiU'ary imjjositions of the miubtry, declared it neeessajiy, 
that a coitgress ot' delegates from bH the provinces should ds- 
semble to liike the general state of affuira iiuo consideration 
and nominated five gentlemen as represcntaUveson their part. 
The cause of Boston was espoused by the rest of the colonies 
and on the /1th of September ITT-l, ihe first genera! congress 
of the American colonies assembled at PhiluiWphia, when 
Peyton Randolph, Esq. of Virginia was unanimously elected 
President and Clwrles Thompson, Esq. Secretary, an office 
which he held ifiIIi the greatest honour, till some time after tho 
dose at' tbo reroJi'ioaary wftr^ 
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The wlmle Dumber ofnienibers in ihis august body was S5, 
of whom Gbouge Washington ihe father of his couuiry was 
one. Tlif following arc the names of'the getnlfinen, who 
represenied ihis province James Duane, Hcii t/ Witner, 
John Jay, Philip Livirtffsion, Isaac Low, John Alsop and 
William Floyd, Eaq. all of whom, except ihe vencrabk 
John Jay liave for several years been consigned ■.o the silent 

As soon as this congress had been organized, lii^'y resolved, 
(hat each colony should have one vote and that iheir delibera- 
tions should be with closed doors. On the i7ih September, 
tliey expressed their approbation of wbai had been done by 
the inhabitants of Massachusetts, exhorted them to peneve< 
ranee and resolved unanimously, that contributions should be ' 
made for ifaem in all the colaiiies, and continued so long as 
circumstances should require. On the 8lh of October follow- 
ing, they declared, that if the late acts of parliament should be 
attempted to be carried into eiccHtion by force, all Amei' 
dughl to support the inhabitants of Massachusetts in their 
position : that if it be found absolutely ni-'cessary lo remove- 
the people of Boston into the country, all Aracr i a ought lo 
contribute towards recompensing them forthe iijpiry, which 
llicy may thereby sustain ; and that every person, who should 
act under any commission derived from the act of parliament, 
changing the form cif government and violating tite charter, 
ought to be held in detestation. After having prepared a re- 
spcclful petition to the king and both houses of parliament, ^ 
letter to General Gage, a declaration of their rights and ad- 
dresses 111 their constituents, their fellow citizens in Great 
Britain, &c. they broke up on the 26th October l"/'!, 
recommended that n new congress be held in May next. 

The inclinations of the people were in unison with the re- 
commendations of congress, and the people of Boston were , 
supplied by contributions from all quarters. When wmter 
approaclied, the«WecC men of that town obliged the workmen 
employed in erecting the barracks to desist and the merchants 
of this city declared, that itiey wiould necer supply atty article 
for the benefit of men, who were sent as the enemies oftheie 
country. All hopes of a reconciTiation with Great Britain 
seemed now at an end. The assemblies in all the colonies 
voted, that amuniiion should be procured at the general «7i- 
penscand it was obvious, that a civil war was about to ensue. 

The assembly of New- York) which liad convened in tKe 
early part of the year 1775 were backwa.td "iwvW ^tnetii 
ewijir. They reaoanwA aU concern with l\ie\a.\« tnufewWsi 
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congress, dcdincd ctiooBing di^pulies for tlie proposed i 
one and in their individual cupacily sent a peliiion to (iic: 
king, a memorial tu Uic lords and a ri: monstrance to the house, 
of commons. In Ui'ia last lliey represeiited tlie grievances, 
under whicli titey laboured, renounced tiie ino$t dislaitf desire 
of independence, remonstrated inbeliulfof their brethren in 
Massachusetts, I'or whose distresses they could not help teeU 
ing ; but at the same time expressed their disapprobation of 
ilie violent measures, which bad been pursued in some of the 
colonies. They prayed for a restoration of those rights ; but at 
the aauie lime expressed no idea of diminishing the pow- 
er af tlie mother country, or lessening the dignity of parliament. 
In the mean time, the sons of liberty, who were very desirous 
of bftving delegates sent to the next congress, upon the assem- 
bly's declining lo appoint them, contrived to collect a meet- 
ing of tiieir !*el!ow citizens on March 3th. When assembled, 
there ivas a confused cry of " Congress or no congress." Af- 
ter considerable altercation, the tories had recoarse to com- 
pulsive arguments, a species of reasoning, for which their op- 
ponents, were not jirepared, til! someof them repaiied to a 
cooper's yard from whence they carried to ihe assistance of 
their friends ii number of hoop poles reduced lo a length suit- 
able for action. Tbus armed, Ihey soon put the lories [<> 
flight by their own weapons, who Cnding themselves worsted, 
and fearing lest captain Sears should at the- head ol a mob, dti 
them some serious injury, readily agreed to a provincial eon- _ 
vcntion, which otherwise would not have taken place, 'i hu»' 
this petty encounter entirely turned the scale in respect to ihis- 

The Qist action during the war, which soon after ensued, 
was fought, between tlie king's troops and the American mili- 
tia at Lexington, Massachusetts on the i!Hh April 1770. 
Of the former 83 were killed, 130 wounded and 2S made 
prisoners. Total 273. Of the latter 50 were tilled 34 wound- 
ed and 4 taken prisoners. 

During these transactions, at Boston, events ofgreat Impor- 
tuQCe took place in other parts of America. The forlresses- 
of Crown point aiid Ticonderoga having been occupied by ihe- 
Americana sometime before, the reducliun of Canada appear* 
ed to congress to be a mailer of no great dilficuliy. For this 
purpose, they, therefore, sent on general Montgomery wiih ii 
lew troops frqm this colony and New England. This illus- 
trious soldier, who was a native of Ireland, had been an officer 
ja the British s^vice ; bnt after having resided' in this country 
for several ycarSf he became one of the most aealoua advo- 
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cates in bclialfof the liberties or America. He bad marricil 
(he sister of the laie Chancellor Livingston of this slate and on 
parting with het, endeavoured lo console her with ihwe r 
markable words, " You shall never blush, for your Montgom- 
ery." After tailing possession of St. John's and Montreal, h& >, 
hastened on to Quebec, and arrived before its waLs, on l6Ut 
December 1775, where the garrison consisted of 1520 men, 
while the troops under his command did not exceed SOO. Bnt 
notwithstanding the great majoiity against him and the i 
clemencj' of the weather, he proceeded to erect works, us 
lie had been sure of success. He believed, that his men, who . 
had behaved so well upon furmer occasions, would not foi^akc 
him upon the present emergency and that the mihtia under 
Sir Guy Carleton would not liglil, against the cause, in which 
he had embarked. 

Under these impressions, he, without dismay, proceeded to 
storm the gariisoii, on the last day of (liByeai' 1775 and after . 
difficulties almost insurmountable got near the guard house, 
when he, his aid-de-camp captain Cheeseman, and $everii| 
otiier officers werekilleil. The firing from the guard boustt' 
ceased immediately after ; as the enemy quit their post and the 
assailants, bad it nnl been for the unfortunate fall of their lea^ 
cr, might have accomplished their object. Bin the deputy 
quarter master general Campbell havii^ assumed the cc 
mand unhappily ordered a retreat, uhtn by proper exertic 

YJctory might have been the reaulti The general's body t. 

Tound soon after the engagement, and an elegant coffin was 
prepared in which he was decently interred on the third da^ 
after his death. 

The lois of this gallant nllicer, who thus fell in the prime of 
lifeaudin thesenilb of his glory was deeply lamented. His 
amiable disposition, his agreeable manners and family con- 
nections had, in private life, endeared him to a numerous cir- 
cle of valuable friends ; while the transcendency of hii milita- 
ry talents, as well as his zeal in the cause of liberty, rendered 
him highly valuable as a public officer. Congress on the 1 5lh 
of January 177'J resolved, " that to express the veneration of 
the United Colonies for their late General Richard Montgom- 
ery and the deep sense they entertain of the many s'^nal and 
important services of that gallant officer and to transmit to fu- 
ture ages, aa examples worthy of imitation, his patriotism, con- 
duct, boldness of enterprise, insuperable perseverance and 
contempt of danger and death, a monument be procured ftoTO. 
France with an inscription sacred lo his memotj mi ait^tv'- 
jpiii$.a£ hie amiable diaracMi and hero'ic ivc\vt«NeGa%nv&^* 
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CHAPTER IX. 



R-ow *7ie declaration of Indeppndenee in ]7~fi to tJte evac 
m-uation of this city by the &itish, 25th. November 1783. 



of Virginia, John Adams, of Maisachusetts, Dr. Benjamin 
Franklin of PennsylvaniB,Rtger Sherman, of Connecticuf 
and R, R. Livingston of New-York* were appointed a eom- 
miitee lo prepare tlie said declaration. The 1st of July ha- 
ving arrived the importani subject was accordingly taken up, 
end on the bver mkmorablk 4th Julv 177(J thi United 
States op AMj;mcA were declared by their rcjireaenlative* 
^^ in congress lusemhled, to be Fxee, Soveheton, and Indefen- 

[ 

^^^' On July 8lh. at 12 o'clock, the declaration ofindependence 
^^ WHS proclaimed at the Slate Uoiree of Philadelphia, amidst the 
greatest acclamalions. !n consequence of general orders, it 
was, likewise, read at the head of each brigade of the conlf- 
nenlal army at New- York and every where received with the 
utmost demonstrations of joy. On the 13lh of the same month 
lord Howe with the British fleet reached Staten Island, from 
whence he soon after sent up « flag to New- York with a letter 
addressed lo " George Waahinglon,^ Esq." ; but the general 
refused lo receive ii, " as the address was not in a stile cor- 
responding with the dignity of the situation, which he held."" 
On the SOth. another letter was sent by adjutant general Pat- 
terson directed to " George Washington, &c. &c. &c. " but 
this aUo was refused, as he said that " it did not acknowledge 
the public character, with which he was invested by congress 
and in no other character would he have any intercourse with 
his lordship." The communication, however, to which these 
letters gave rise, afforded an opportunity to General Patterson, 
to inform General Washington, that the commissioners viz. 
Admiral Lord Howe and his brother General Howe were en- 
trusted with great powers, to which General Washington re- 
plied, that their powers appeared to consist in nothing but 
granting pardons and that as the Americans were only dc~ 
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fendlDg tUeir indiipulable rights, (hey had been guilty of no 
mme, and, of course, required no forgiveness. During ilie 
whulc of ihe conversation Gen. Putierson addressed ilie gene- 
ral by the title of Excellency and behaved with the utmost 
politeness. 

Nothing now remained but an appeal to arms ; and ho3> 
lilities began as soon as the Uritish troops were collected al 
iheir destined siations. Uut the character of the forces, which 
were about to engage was widely dilferent. The British were 
numerous and accustomed to military operations, while the 
Americans were inferior in numbers, newly embodied and 
poorly piovided with the munitions of war. The army of the 
former consisted of nearly 25,000 men, while that of ilie latter 
;imounted to only 17,225, many of whom were unfit for duty 
andat dilTerent stulions. On the 22d August, the Criiisli 
tnnded on Long Island, with forty pieces of cannon under 
eoveroftheir ships, between two small towns, Utrecht and' 
Umvesend, not (ar from the Narrows, on the nearest shore to 
Staten Island. On the morning of the :i7th. soon aller day 
break, a bloody engagement look place between the king's 
troops aided by the Hessians, and the Americans. The latter 
inspirited by their generals and the presence of Washington 
Ibr some time, fought with all the bravery of men, whom the 
love of freedom animates to deeds of heroism ; but pressed by 
siipeitor numbers and thrown into confusion, they gave way 
on every side and fled to the woods wilh precipitation, "" 
Americans were completely defeated. Ninety-four c 
sinned oiBcers, amongst whom were Generals Sullivan, lorjt, 
Stirlingand IMelt, tiigeilier wilh 1006 privaiea, in all 109?[ 
were made prisoners. It was, likewise, believed, that beiwesffi 
4 and 500 had been killed, drowned, &c. Only six brass' 
ordnance were taken. Of the British and Hessians, the los(.J 
in killed and wounded did not exceed 344, of whom only " 
were slain. 

Onthe29lh, General Wnshi net on called a council of wnr, 
who alter ^king into consideration their great inferiority in 
numbers, as well as other circumstances, resolved unnmmous- 
Ji/, that their safely depended on n speedy retreat. The em- 
barkation of the troops was comndtled to the carrofCieneral 
Al'Uougal, who, on the evening of that day, was at Itrooklyn 
terry at S o'clock, the hour appointed fur the commencement 
of this important movemeal. But here several unexpected 
difficullies arose. The militia, who were to have crossed fust 
had not arrived and about B o'clock the tide ot eVAi vtoi^u^'cvi 
1^ wind began to blow strong froiu iht iioit.'n E.MVj'm t«*aw- 
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ipieRce ornliich, it seemed impossible to etTect the retreat in the 
course of the night J as ilie row boats were few in number, 
and ihosail boals conld malte little jtrogress against wind and 
liiie. But ih the midst of these discouragements, Providence 
wonderfulljr interfeitd in their favour. About 11 o'clock, 
ihe wind died away and soon orter blew fresh from the South 
West, which rendered ilie sail bonts usejul and made th^ pas- 
sage to this city easy and expeditious. A ihick fog, likewise, 
<;aine on, about two o'clock in the morning (August 3(Mh.) 
which heavily hung on Long Island, while on the New- York 
side it was clear. Tlie fog and wind continued to favour the 
retreat, till liie whole army about 9000 in number, with al! the 
(ieid arlillery, the most valuable heavy ordnance, ammunilion, 
provisions, horses, &c. were brought safe over nnd in about 
lialfan hour aTier the lines were finally abandoned, the fog - 
I'leared up and the British v.crc seen taking possession of the 
American works. 

Generul Wnshinglon's situation after the evacuation n( 
Kong Island was truly disiteasing. The check, which ihe 
detachment hnd sustained, dispirited a great proportion of the 
(mops and filled the minds of the militia with imp aiipic? to 
TCItirn ; nndwi a great jiart of bis army, lie could have little 
or no dependence. In the midst of difficulties, however, his 
presence of mind did not forsake him. He divided that part 
of his army, which was on the island of New-York, into three 
divisions, one of which remained in (lie cily, the 2d was sta- 
tioned al Harlem and the 3d al Kingsbridge about 15 miles 
distance from the city and c:itise[l batteries to be erected on 
every spot, where he thought ihey would he'most elTeciuai in 
annoying the en>:my. But, in this instance, afar superior 
Torce rendered his well concerted plans of liille avail, 

The royalists on Long Island, between whom and the 
Anieucans. there was only the East river or Sound about a 
jiiile wide, had, for some days, manifested a desire to cross 
overtolhis side. Accordingly, on the iSth Septemhcr. a 
strong division was sent off by General Howe from NeWloti 
Inlet, which, about midday, arrived at Kip's bay, about three 
miles above the ciiy. From thence * the Americans, after a 
feeble nltempt to oppose ihcm, made a precipitate retreat to- 
wards Kingsbridge. (ieiicral Putnam, who commanded the 
troops in New- York, consiaiing of 3500 men, conducted liiem 
by a road, which lies along die North River, by which means 
lie avoided an encounter with the enemy, and joined tile main 
army, who withdrew to the North part of the island, where 
lite sirengih of their forces was collected. The city being 
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thi» abandancd by the Americans, the Britisli obtained peaces 
able posaesaion. 

On tlie illsl of Seplembcr, a few days after the city had 
laJlen inlD the hands of the enemy, i\ most dreadful tire look 
place, by which about 1000 bouses being about one fourth of 
the whole were reduced to ashes Trinity chutch, with the 
parsonage, public charity school and a Lulheran church, situ- 
ate on the spot, where tirace church now stands, were among' 
the buildings consumed. This Jire originated in a dram shop, 
nl Wbtlehall slip, about one o'clock in the morning. 
reported, at the limi;, that it had broke out in several places 
at once, in consequence of which it was believed by some, that 
this dreadful calatnity was tlie effect of design ; hot there ' 
reason to suppose, that such an opinion was erroneous. Tl 
weather had, for some lime, been dry, there was a brisk aoutlK, 
erly wind ; the greatest part of the buildings were then of 
wood and covered with shingles, instead of slate or tiles, irom. 
which causes, the flames soon caught the neighbouringiii 
spread with inconceivable violence and occasioned all the subf 
sequent havoc. It may likewise be added, that few of the ii 
habitants remained iii the city, that the hre engines and pi 
were in bad order, and that they had not (hen a trmB depart- 
MBNT so well organized as we have, at present. Two regi- 
inents were despatched to tlie spot, as soon as the danger ap- 
peared alarming and many boats full of men were immediate- 
ly sent fr»m the fleet, by whose united exertions, under God, 
the remaining part of ilie city was saved from destruction. 
Persona of veracity, who obaervpd the progress of the flames, 
were decidedly of opinion, that the calamity was merely acci-. 
dental, and the probable consequence of a number ofsailorff 
being on a frolic, at Whitehall slip on the night, when it hap*- 

General Howe, with a view of enclosing the Americans on 
all sides, in their fastnesses near Kingsbriilge, landed on the 
morning of the I2lh. of October, on Frog's "neck, with the 
greater pait of his forces. Such, however, were the impedi- 
ments, which General Washington had thrown in their way _ 
and their ignorance of the country, that they did not get upon' 
the continent till the ISih, on which day, a fleet having on 
board 4000 Hessians, 1000 Waldeckcrs, 2000 baggage hor- 
ses. Sec. arrived at this port. In the mean time, General 
Washington withdrew his troops to White Plains in West 
Chester county, leaving a strong garrison at Fort Washington^. 

.1 -lupancy of which it was thought, would ^^vftWK^jXwj- 

; hodj' of iJkG British and \V\M ■^tCTtw. 
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f>om joining liie troops under General Howe: su (hat, wilh 
the exception of this fort, the rojal army had possession of 
the nhulc island. 

Howe, perceiving that it was not in his power to bring 
Washington to a general engagement, on the 5th November 
suddenly moved from the several posts, which he had taken 
in front of the Araericans and advanced towards Kingsbridge 
on the North river. On the morning of the iGih. the British 
assisipH by two columns of Hessians and Waldeckers under 
General Knyphausen made four different attacks upon Furl 
Washington, which notwithstanding every esertion on the 
part of Its defenders, Was obliged to surrender, on condition, 
that ih' y should be' considered as prisoners of war and that 
the officers should keep thdr baggage und side arms. The 
tiumber of prisoners including officers amounted to about 
3000. After this disaster, the Americans retreated through 
the Jersey. 

At mj period since the commencement of hostilities had 
their prospects been so gloomy j but in the midst of all these 
calamilies the mind of their illuslrious chief remained unbro- 
ken On ih'' night of the 2Sih. December, he surprised about 
1000 Hessians, at Trenton, all of whom he took prisoners and 
sent ofTio Philndelphia. Emboldened by his success, he a 
few days thHrt'afier advanced with great secrecy to the neigh- 
bourhood of Princelon, where there were three regiments of 
British troops. Thi,'se he suddenly attacked, threw into great 
confusion and compeikd to retreat. These so unexpected 
events struck the British with astonishment, as ihey consider- 
ed the affairs of Washington to be desperate. They, likewise, 
greatly animated thi- drooping spirits of the Americans, turn- 
ed the scale in their favour and gave quite a new turn to their 
affairs. 

The conduct of ilie Brilish towards the prisoners taken at 
Fort Washington, as well as those, who had been sent in from 
New-Jersey, was cruel in the estreme and throws an indelible 
stain on the character of Howe, who tolerated such enormities. 
Many of the American officers were robbed of their baggage, 
side arms, hais, &c. and otherwise grossly insulted. Colonel 
Rawlings and three other wounded officers were put into a- 
common cart, drugged through the city in derision and set 
(lown at the door of an old waste house near Bridewell, which 
a few months before, he deemed unfit to be nsed as barracks 
for his private soldiers ; but which he then pladly accepted as 
an asylum for himself and friends. The officers were admit- 
red [o patolc_, aiidstidi honsc^ ncre, ingpneral appropriated 
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for iheir places af residence. Tlieir supfily of provisiono 
scanty and on!y two bushels and a half ol' sea coals allowi 
each of iheir fire places per we k. The privaies, duriug a ' 
severe winier, were closely confined in churches, sugar house^ . 
and other open buildings, where many hundreds of them petiah-" 
ed not only by cold ; but, likewise by hunger, their allowance 
of provisions being so scanty as to be scarcely sulRcienl /*' 
the support of life and of so loathsome a quality, that nothii 
but dire necessity could have ictduced them lu eat it. Tl 
{\ax raged amongst them to an aiarming degree and occasioned f 
dreadful havoc, in consequence of which the churches, &c. in 
which they were confined were filthy beyond description. 
Seven dead bodies have been seen in one oT Iiiem, at the samt 
time, lying in their Bxcremenia, Un these occasions, ihe unJ 
fortunate survivors were siibjected to the scurrility and low- 
jokes of ihe British soldiers and still more so of the royalists, 
who, at that lime, constituted, by far the greater part of ihe 
inhabitants. But amidst their sulferings, great as they wervjp 
they evinced a patriolisro, which would have done honour t^ 
the citizens of ancient Rome, even in her best days. They 
spurned nt the proposals, which were often and most earnestly'' 
Tecominended to their acceptance of enlisting in the British 
service and preferred the greatest hardships, even death itself 
to abandoning the sacred cause which ihey had espoused. 
AfUr general Washington's success in the Jerseys, the obdu- 
racy and malevolence of the royalists, In some measure, sub- 
sided. The surviving prisoners were ordered to be exchang- 
ed, towards the end of January 1777, many of whom were a 
so enfeebled by their sufferings, that in crawling to the ve*- i 
seta, which were to carry them off, several fell down dead ii 
the streets. Although they had not bei'ii long in confinement, " 
such had been the severity of the conduct eiiercised towrtrds 
ihera, that ihey in general appeared like mere skt^leions and 
many of ihem died almost Immediately after their discharge 
from prison. 

On the whole, Hoive was a miserable politician. He ex- 
pected to strike terror into ihe Americans, by his cruelty to-, 
wards those, whom the fate of war had thrown into his power ; 
but as he knew nothing of the character of those, whom he 
was sent to subdue, he entirely missed his aim. Had he pur- 
sued a difTerent course, he might have had a better chance of 
gaining his object. General Gales in speaking upon this sub- 
ject, olien expressed himself to the following purport. "Had 
General Howe caused the prisoners and Jeises 'wfeaKvVMAs, ' 
Irhen subdued to be Created with as much humaaA^ iai.'iA'oS' 
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nets fts Sir Guv Carleton" did towards bis prisonera, it would 
have been all over with the Americans. " 

V lieii tlie royal army entered ibe Jersej-a, socwi after llie 
A.nicricaiis had left this island, the inhabitants, in general, re- 
mained in their houses and thousands received printed pro- 
leciions. But these did not save the peuple either from inault 
or plunder. Their properly was taken or destroyed, without 
regard to persons. The Hessians could not read protec- 
tions and the British soldterS thought that thi-y were as well 
entitled to a share of ihe spoil as the I.essians. Neither age 
norsex was spared. Furniture was destroyed and burnt; 
houses were rendered uninhabitable and the people left with- 
out provisions : for every horse, cow, ox, hug or fowl, which 
ihey could lind, was carried off. Helpless females weie,lilce- 
wise in many instances, treated in il<e most brutal manner, 
by these military ruffians. The inhabitants were so exaspe- 
rated at these enormities, that ihey dew to arms immediately 
after the army had left Trenton and forming themselves iota 
parlies, severely retaliated upon their inhnmun oppressors, as 
ofVen as they could find an opportunity. The miihin speedily 
collected and the Americans, in a few days, so overran the 
Jerseys, thai the royal troops were confined to the narrov 
limits of Brunswick and Amboy ; and in each of these pla- 
ces, they were so completely hemmed in, ihal they durst not 
stir out to forage escept in large parlies, and evenihen ihey 
seldom relumed without loss. 

As the colonies had, for sometime, heen declared to be 
rebels and out of the king's protection, they could no longer 
submit to governors foisted upon them by royal authority. 
They, as well as their forefathers had suffered loo much by 
the tyranny and rapacity of such public plunderers. They, 
therefore, wished to have governors and other rulers of theit 
own choice. Congress had advised, thai each of the states 
should instiluie such form of government as should he deemed 
most suitable to their respective exigcnciejs. The capital of 
this state being then in possession ufihe Itrilish. ii was impos- 
sible for their deligates to meet here. They accordingly as- 

* Tbi! worlhj penBtnl »qb Ihen gotamor 'if Csnsda. He treated 
(be Amerlonn prisoners, with (a great lendemesi, tbai many af Ihsm, 
on being asked, atirr rbcir rcluru wbelher itify would be wQling lo fight 
BgainK hiUl, iiuincdia(al> aiis»c]'cd in Ihe negalliE. If a simlUr ques- 
tion had been proposed, lo llinie, who had ihe minrortunH •ffnllii's into 
Itaedulchea of the mercileit General Howe. actuHled 1>7 a-tjiirii of rc- 
•/eagt agaiiisl biauelf as well lu Ihe oflicerg and •oldieti under liis 
■ ■oiamaBil, (/ler would have anincioJin a very diflferenl manner. 



lembled at Kingston ; where a consiitution was adopted, 
April 20th. 1777. This inslrument was revised in 1801, 
when some trifling alierations were made. But in the year 
1822, a convention being called for the purpose,it was so ma- 
terially changed thai, since that tirne^ we may be said to live 
under a new constitution. Both, ho.vever, were founded 
upon republican principles and a carelui perusal of the first 
will abundantly shew, that the principles of civil governineitt 
and religions liberty were well understood at ibat early pe-' 
riod and entitled those, vdio dared to lorm it, amidst an hoir 
of surrounding enemies, to the honourable appellation of pa* 
Iriots. In coaformity to that constituiion, the worthy citizenj 
Gbdrob Clinton, who for about twenty years thereafter, dis- 
charged with fidelity the duties of that important office, was 
elected governor, and the first session of the legislature was 
held at Poughkeepsie in 17rs, since which lime, there has been 
without inrerruption.an annual, as well lis several extra sessions. 

Toivards tlie end of June 1777, General Howe collected at 
Sandy Hook a great part of his army from this city as well be 
from New-Jersey, from which, however, he did not sail till 23d 
July following. General Wastiington was, for some time 
greatly perplexed, to ascertain their destination. At last 
liowever, he understood, that ihey had gone to the Southward 
and thither he bent his course. To that qiiaricr the fate of ^ 
war between the armies immediately under the two command)), fl 
ers in chief, seemed, for some time, to be In a great measuiW * 
concentred; but my limits do net admit of taking any far- 
ther notice of these operations than to mention that a bloody 
battle was fought between the Americans and the royal army, 
at Brandy wine, in the slate of Maryland September Ilth, 
when the former were defeated and our late illustrious guest, 
General La Fayettb, was severely wounded. 

In the northern states, the campaign wore a less friendly 
aspect to the royal interests. Tha ministry had projected an 
expedition to New- England as the most effeciual mode of re- 
diicingthe country to subjection. An army of 7000 chosen 
troops bad been put under the orders of General Burgoyne, 
n-ho were to be assisted by leries from Quebec, as well as such 
oftheCanadian Indians, as could be induced to join in the 
British service. His first attempts were as successful as could 
have been reasonably expected. Ticonderoga and Mount 
Independence were taken and, in short, he seemed to carry all 
before him. The loss of these two fortresses were severely 
felt by the Americans, concerning the alaie ot w\i\'^,'^i«w '»^* 
formattoj] bad beea very incoriect< Ob xVa svAi\ftt\,<j«*T* 
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Waskiiigtoii tints expressed himseirin a letter to Gieneral Sul- 
ivan. " The evapoation of Ticunderoga and Mount Inde- 
pentience is an event of chagrin and surprise ; not apprehend- 
ed nor witiiin l!:e eoiDpass of my reasoning. This stroke ig 
severe, indeed, and has dislres^d us much. But iiolwidi- 
slanding, things at present, wear a dark and gloomy aspect, I. 
linpe a spirited opposition will check ihu progress of Ueneral 
Burgoyne's arms; nnd that the coKjidence deHved from 
succei&j mil hurry him iittij jneasurcg, that leill, in their eon- 
sequences, be favourable tout." It soon appeared, that the 
hopes of the American general were well founded. 

Burgoyne elated with success, proceeded as if he iliouglit it 
impossible, that any thing coiild impede his pr-0|;ress. Se- 
gardless of consequences, he persevered in hia mad career, till 
he readied Saratoga, where, without the- possibility of getting 
aid from any quarter, he found himself hemmed In, on every 
side, by the Americans, under general Gates. The situation 
of his army was now desperate. Their provisions were nearly 
exhausted ; most of their Indian allies had forsahen lh«n and 
the possibility of any British army, from below, being able to 
co-operate with tliera was doubtful. To extrlcBte his troops 
from these difficulties, Burgoyne had no alternative except by 
forcing his way through his opponents. On the 7th October, 
he accordingly risked an engagement, in which he was defeat- 
ed with great loss. On the 13th. Burgoyne, Ending, thalthe 
troops had only three days provision in store and no appa- 
rent means of retreat remaining, called a council of war con- 
sisting of all the generals, lield oRicers and captains com- 
manding corps ; by whose utianimous advice he'was induced 
to open a treaty with General Gates. In this treaty, which 
was finally ratified on the 17th of October, the British Ibrces 
consisting of 6000 men laid down their arms : having pledg- 
ed themselves not lo serve in America, during the war and 
stipulated, that they should be permitted to return to their na- 
tive country." The surrender of Biwgoyne's army led to the 
immediate evacuation of Ticonderoga and Mount Indepen- 
dence and the provincials were once more sole master* of ihc 
North. 

A medal was struck at Paris in com mem oration of this im- 
portant event. The original, which isof colrl and very large, 
is in possession of the general's family. On one side ii a fine 
likeness of himself in profile surrounded by the words Hora- 
tio Gates *treRuo dud; I. e. an active genera), and at the 
bottow comitiu Americana, expressive of its haviop been vot- 
«/iy ibe coogrvM of the United States of America. On Hie 
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Mverse, Burgoj'ne, in ihe act ordeliveriag tiis sword, c 
pi£s the fore grouad aijoui midway between ihe^naerkaii and 
British Qriuies, which are representctl on the ri^ht aiid left is 
the rear. Above are tiie words talus regionum Septentrwui 
aad beneatli, Aoffe atl Saralogam in tteditione aetata, die i 
XrU October M^CChXAVU which may be liius tran»- 1 
Lated. '' The safely of ihe Norlliern states, ia consequeace of ^ 
the surrender of the enemy 17th Octobei- 1777-" 

This UlutlTious man, who v/as a native of England, had 
iKen an officer in the Britisii service ; but having I'fsided for a 
long lime in this country, he saw the wrongs, to vliich thepeo- 
]>len'ere subjected and warmly espoused their cause. Congress 
entertaining a high opinion of his palrioiistn and military ta- 
lents, nptjoinied him a major^eneral in the army of the United 
Coloniee, Ifth June J775- He spent the latter part of his 
life in dignified retirement at his seat called Hose Hill, which 
is elegantly situated near Bellcvue, with a fine view .of the I 
ivast river and the Long Island shore and aljoul two and an i 
half miles to the Kaatward of the City Hail. 1 

He closed his mortal cajeer in March 1806, and agree- • 
ably to hia rec[uest, was interred, in llie cemetery of Si. 
Paul's church without any parade. A few days before his 
death, lie wrote to bis friend Ur. Samuel L. Mitcliell, then at 
the cilj Washington, on business, and closed his letter datedjj 
New- York 27lh Febroary with these remarkable expression^^ 
written with a firm and steady hand — " I am very weak and T 
have evident signs of an appi'OBchinii; dissoliuion. But I have i 
lived long enough ; since I have lived to see a mighty people, 
aniraated with the spirit to be Iree and governed by iranacen* 
dent abilities and honour.'' 

The capture of Burgoyne was by far the most fatal disaster, 
whidi had occurred to ttie British in this country. It, for some 
time, gave a death blow to their hopes and inspired the Ameri' 
tans, with a confidence, tttwhich, some pan of them, had hero. 
.toforeheen, in a great meauirc, strangers. To every part of tlie 
continent the news of this event must have been highly im- 
))ortant ; but to the inhabitants of this city, in which, at that j 
lime, there were few, except British soldiers, sailors and roy- 
alists, the tidings must huve been terrible.' It may, likewise, ' 
be observed, that we have, perhaps, no instance in history, 
wliich more illustrated the justice of the old proverb " Htlp 
your telfand i/our friends wiU like you the better', thai 
capture of Burgoync'l army. It was now evident, llio 
Americans could now help ihemselvea, in cw«fti\M,ftiwLt: el 
vhkh Uiey sodd tbiind frjeads, wl» weie aVi\e ft^A V^ia 
tbem. 
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The news of the Saratoga convention had no sooner Lnfin 
cntnniunicated to the court of France by the American com- 
missioners than they were nlmost instantly received and puh- 
licly recognized in their official character. The capture of 
Burgoyne's army convinced the French, that the opposition of 
the Americans to Great Britain was noi uwingto a faction, or a 
teir leading men, who had gotten into power ; but that it must 
have been the work of the great body of the people to make 
such an effort as not only to slop the progress of a conquering 
array ; but, likewise, to take them prisoners. It was, there- 
fore, determined by the French court to acknowledge the in- 
dependence of the United States of America. Negociations 
were entered into for (lie formation iif treaties between the two 
nations, which were brought lo a dose as speedily as the im- 
portance of the subject would admit and were formally signed 
ut Paris early in the year 17S8. On the 3d of May fnllowing, 
congress received Ifom France sundry important despatches 
among which to their inconceivable joy, were a treaty of ami- 
ty and commerceand oneof alliance between li is most chris- 
tian majesty the king of France and the United States of 
America. The treaties were duly and separately considered 
on the next day and both were unanimously ralijicd. 

After the completion of this important business, the people 
were in raptures. The several brigades of the army were, by 
General Washington's orders assembled on the morning of 
the Olh. when their chaplains offered up thanksgivings and 
tlelivered discourses suitable to the occasion. The discharge 
of artillery and other military parades took place amidst the 
loud huzzas of surrounding thousands; and the remainder of 
the day was passed in universal joy. That the Americans 
might have achieved their independence, without the aid of 
any foreign power is more than probable ; but had they been 
left to light their own battles, it amounts to a moral certainty, 
that t!ie contest could not have been so soon terminated nod 
that it must have been much more sanguinary in its conse- 
Huences. To the friends of liberty in every part of the United 
Slates, this unexpected news, therefore, afforded the highest 
cause for congratulation. 

When these treaties were notified lo the court of London, 
they produced an immediate declaration of war against 
France. Ministers, however, now perceived, that they had 
gone too far in respect to America. Thev, accordingly, by 
virtue of an act of parliament despatched commissioners to 
congress fur the avowed purpose of reconciling the difference, 
tetweeo the two countries : but as ihey arrived soon after the 
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sorretHler oC Biirgoyne aod the conclusion of tlic tMalies with 
France, ihey were received wiih liie uimosi indifleience. 
The general aniwer was, thai the day o( rf conciliatkm wsa 
pasi, as Great Britaii) by lier tyranny and iiaughliness bad ex- 
tinguished dl filial regard in the breasts of tke Ainericant, 
and cfMigress resolved, us soon as lliey hail examined iheit 
commission and olher papers therewith connected, lliat not- 
withstanding the unjust cbims troni which the war had arigi- 
ntiied and tlie savage manner, in which it had been conducti.'d, 
they iroutd be ready to enter un a trsaiy of peace and cittH- 
merce as soon as ibe king of CJreat Elritain should BTince a 
sincere disposition to ihul purpose either, by iiii explicit DC- 
knewletigment of the itidtiiendence of the I nited States or 
by the vjithdramas of his fleets and amdes This was I7tk 
June 1778. 

On the day following, Sir Henry Clinton, now raised to the 
chief command, in consequenceof secret orders, caused his 
troops lo evacuate Philadelphia about 3 o'clock in the marn- 
ing. They proceeded la Gloucester point, 3 miles twlow the 
city and before ten, the whole had safely crossed the Delaware 
and arrived in New-Jersey. On his march towards New- 
York, he was followed and grievously harrassed by the Amer- 
icans, whom Washin^on had ordered to obstruct bis progress. 
No sowier bad Sir Henry Clinton evacuated Philadelphia 
mth his army than Lord H«we prepared 10 sail with the fleet 
Jfor New- York. Repeated calms retarded his passage down 
the Delaware, so thai he could not arrive at Sandy Hook, 
with his transport- till ihe2tjih. Sir Henry arrived on the 
30th after which his artillery, baggage, and troops were re- 
moved from the main land to Sandy Hook and from thence 
10 this city as speedily aa possible. 

Lord Howe bad scarcely efTected the transportation of the 
troops, than he received intelligence, on 7th J uly that a strong 
fleet, under Count d'Estaign had arrived from France. 
consisted of 12 ships of the line besides frigates and had Gl 
soldien on board. To oppose tius force, the British had only I 
sisshipsof the line, S of 50 guns, 2 of 40 and some frigates^! 
yet they so posted themselves before the entrance into New- 
York tli at the French prudently declined an engagement.' 
The fact is, that Lord Howe had theadvantage of possessing 
the harbour formed by Sandy Hook, the entrance from which 
is covered by a bar, from whence tlie inlet passes to New- 
York. Tlie American pilots had declared it to be impossible, 
lo carry the large ships of D'Estaing's si^aaiwa oiwftw^^ 
«ikI as General W^asiiingtOD had presaed teov Iq ^taw 
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Nenrport, Rhode Island, he left the Hook July 22d and, In a 
lew houra was out of sight. For some time the wnr was in, 
general carried on at a distance and nothing material occurred, i 
as respects this city. 

The winter of !77S and 1779 was uncommonly mild, whilst 
that of the year ensuing was severe beyond any, which had 
ever been experienced in this coualry. The frost was so in- 
tense, that troops of cavalry passed over on the ice between 
this city and Stale n Island and heavy artillery were drawn 
Irom the one shore to the other. During this extreme Severity 
of the weather, the poor of the city were not the only suffe- 
rers, it was not unusual for two or three families of those in 
middling circumstances to crowd together, in order that they 
might enjoy the benefit of one scanty (ire. 

On the I9ih (lay of May in the same year, there was an- 
other uncommon phenomenon, which deserves some notice. 
An universal darkness came on between the hours of ten and 
eleven o'clock forenoon, and for several hours, continued to 
encrease. It remained with little intermission till midnight, 
when the wind having shifted, it was dissipated and suc- 
ceeded by a bright moon and star light. If there was some- 
thing extraordinary in the thickness of this darkness, the 
greatness of its extent was no less surprising. It was observ- 
ed as far to the Eastward as Falmouth. To the Westward, it 
reached to the southernmost part of Connecticut and to Alba- 
ny; and extended all along the sea coast to the Southward, 
The degree to which it arose was different in d>^erent places ; 
but in most parts of the country, it was so great in the day- 
. time, that people could not tell the hour either by clock or 
watch, nor manage their domestic affairs without the light of 
candles. The birds having sung their evening songs disap- 
pearedj pigeons and fowb retired to roost; the cocks crowed 
as at day-break, objects could not be distinguished except at 
a very small distance and every thing bore the gloom and ap- 
pearance of night. 

To account for this strange phenomenon is difficult It 
was supposed by some to have been owing to the clouds being 
highly charged with smoke, which they had been collecting, 
■for some time, from the flr«s in the back country. It was 
then 3 common custom to make large fires in the woods lot 
the purpose of clearing the lands in the new settlements; 
and this had been practised in the spring of that year to a 
much greater extent than usual, owing to (be interruption, 
which had been given to that business from the commence- 
menf ofhostilil'tes. In the western parts of New Hampshire^ 
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Massachusetts and in Vermom, prodigious fires had been hept 
up for a vast number of miles alt along the frontier. In this 
manner, the people in the new towns had been employed for 
two or three weeks ; besides, which very extensive fires had 
raged in the woods for several days, before they could be e». . 
linguished. The weather being clear, the air weighty and 
the winds light and variable, ihe smoke instead of dispersing ' 
lose and constantly collected in the air, till iM atmosphere 
was so over loaded with it in cumbinalion with other vapours 
as to prove the cause of the preceding darkness.* 

UnlhelOth July, a second fleet arrived at Rhode Island 
from France under the command of the Chevalier de Ternay, 
consisting of seven ships of the line, two frigates, &c, and 
having about 6000 veteran troops under count de Rocham- 
beau an officer of great lalenis, and experience. As the aid, 
which the Americans liad now reieived was considerable as 
■well as unexpected, the joy, which it occasioned was great. 
The assembly of Rhode Island, in a body, congratulated the 
general on his arrival and he, in return assured ihem, that the 
troops which he commanded, wereonly the first division of a 
larger force, which the king, his master, would send to iheir J 
assistance The French troops said he " are under the 
Htriciest discipline, and acting under the orders of General 
Washington, will live with the Americans as iheir brethren." 
To serving under General Washington as commander-in-chief 
nf the allied army, the French o£Bcers might have been some- 
what reluctant, on the score of etiquette ; but lo obviate that 
difficulty, the American general had been appointed Lieuten- 
ant general of his most Christian Majesty's troops in Ameri- 
America and vice admiral of the White Flag. 

No sooner was it communicated to the British, that the pro- 
vinciaU had been strengthed by aid from France, than they 
formed a scheme to render il inefiectiial. It was agreed by 
Sir Henry Clinton and the English admiral, whose fleet con- 
sisted of ten sail of the line, to make an attack on the French 
vessels and allied truaps at Rhode Island, Clinton embarked 
about £000 men and proceeded to Huntington Bay on Long • 

* Ttiii is sisigned by Duclor Gurdon in fals Hiilorjr of tlie AmeriCaA J 
revolmJoB, at the cause oflliis wonilerful phenomena, forwliich 1 — -* 
feiB Id the memairs of Ilie American Academj ofArls aod Sciei 
Vol. I, p. S34 ; liul, pei'liaps. ii maj be at diScullto accouul for i 
true and phaoiopbical manoer, as lo ascertain t)ie real cause of I 
tense cold, v'hicU prevailed, during (he precediifg winler. To bccqaiA 1 
toi such appcaraaccs is, SQcnelimej, beyond the iciieh ot ^wman Vaq*»j 
(edge. -^ 
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Island, mean nbite the miUtiH from Mmfachuseits and Coa- 
iiecticut were ordered to Rhode Island so that the allies were 
ready to give liiiii'a warm reception. Bill Washington having 
received intelligence ..f the design, crosseii ihe North River 
with aniirniy ol' about i:JOOO' men and advancing by rapid 
taovemenls lo Kiogabridge, threatened to besiege this city. 
The Cnglish general perceiving what Was intended imme- 
diately aliered his plan and on the 3Ist returned to New- 
Voik with his troops from Huntington bay, where they had 
Iain for aeveial days, in conse<]uence of which the Americans, 
likewise, withdrew from Kiogiibridge, and returned by alow 
marches to their fortner station. 

As General Washington, who had not the least auspicion ol 
Arnold's peifidy, highly esteemed him for his bravery and 
military talents, he wished tu give him a command in the in- 
tended attack on this city ; but Arnold was far from rvtishing 
the honour, lie objected to some of Washington's suite and 
urged that his lameness digqualifi«id him from active service 
in the field, in consequence of which, he was ovdered to pro- 
ceed to West Point and take the command of that garrison ; 
and this was the very trust, of which he was most desirons. 

Arnold, as it afterwards appeared, though brave, was. mer- 
cenary and f«nd of parade, and higii living. When he en- 
tered Philadelphia after its cvacUBtion, he made Governor 
Peno's house his head quarters, furnished it in a very costly 
manner and lived fai beyond bis income. Being unsucceBsfuV 
in trade and privateering, his funds wei'e exhausted and hrs 
creditors importunate, uhilcbis lust for extravagant living 
still continued. About July ITTWi he exhibited many heavy 
accounts against the public, ol* which the commissioners re- 
jected about one half J and on his appealing to congress, it 
was decided by thai honourable body, that he had been al- 
lowed more than he had a right to demand. Disappoint- 
ed in his expectations, embnri-assed in his circumstances 
and having a growing and very expensive family to support, 
he turned his thoughts to the improvement of his fortune by 
new means. Major John Andre, adjutant general of the 
British army, a young officer of great merit liad on the pan of 
Sir Henry Clinton, entered into a correspondence with Arnold 
in 1779 ; but whether any attempt had been made by the 
British to corrupt his fidelity or the insidious proposal to be- 
tray the cause of freedom and the interests of his country 
originated with hiniselfwas never ascertained. The design 
however must have been, for some lime, in agitation before by 
'fs failure, it was made known to the publii;. 
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For the speedy completion of the negotiation between Clin* 
ton and Arnold, the Vulture sloop of war was stationed in the 
North river, at such distance from the American posts, as 
without exciting suspicion, would serve for the necessary com- 
munication. Before this, a written correspondence had, for 
some time, been maintained between Arnold, at West Point, 
and Andre, in this city, under the fictitious names of Gustavus 
and Anderson. The time, at last arrived, when this dreadful 
plot was to be discovered. Major Andre had been landed, 
in the night, from the Vulture at a spot out of the posts of either 
army, where he had an interview with Arnold, with whom, 
he remained in private, during the next day. Circumstances 
having prevented his escape by the Vulture, he was under the 
necessity of endeavouring to return to this city by land. He 
threw aside his uniform and being dressed in the garb of a 
peasant, was furnished with a passport by Arnold, to proceed^ 
to New- York, as he- was eiTIployed on .public business. He 
had passed all the guards without notice and was riding along 
elated with the hopes, that he had got over every difficulty, in 
respect to his safe and speedy return. But, unhappily for him 
though providentially for the Americans, three of the New- 
York militia viz John Paulding, David Williams and 
.ToHN Van Vkrt* who were out on a scouting party, arrest- 
ed him in his career. Had he immediately produced his pas- 
port, he would not have been detained ; but he was thrown in- 
to the utmost confusion, offered them a large purse of gold 
and a very valuable watch to let him proceed. He also prom- 
ised them permanent provision and future promotion, on con- 
dition of their accompanying him to New- York. But they 
nobly spurned at his alluring proposals, and though poor, 
like true soldiers of liberty, shewed, by their conduct, that no 
money 'could prevent them froni doing their duty. 

Immediately after the apprehension of Major Andre, he was 
conducted before Lieutenant Colonel Jameson, before whom 
he was searched, when several papers of a public nature iii 
the hand writing of Arnold, as well as returns of the forces, 
ordnance and fortifications at West Point, with the art.llery 

* On the 3d November following, congress in testimony of their high 
jsenseof the virtuous and patriotic conduct of these men, ordered that 
each of them should receive annually the sum of $200 in specie and 
that a silver medal having on one side the inscription "Fidelity," and 
on the other Vincit amor patri^, i, e. The love of our country pre- 
vails should foe delivered to each of them by the coromander-in-cbA^C 
" with a copy of the resolution and the Ihankft o^ coti%x^,^% iov V!w£vs. 
fidelity and the eminent service they had xettdexftCL XVvwc cQi>xttX.\:^ T 
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orders, critical remarks on the works, the number of men, nAo. 
ordinarily rannned them, &c. were found in his possession. 
From ihe above documents, it is probable, that Arnold's de- 
signs were of a very e;(tensive nature and tliat he meditated 
the scheme et veannexing the colonies lo Great Britain. But 
whatever his views were, they were all frustrated by ihe ap- 
prehension of the unfortunate Major Andre. His case wiA. 
referred by General Washington lo a board of General ofi- 
cers, amongst whom were General Greene, lord Sterling, the 
marquis de la Fayette andBsTon Steuben. Andre disdainii^ 
evasion and only desirous of placing his character in so fat? 
alight as might prevent its being shaded by present 
stances, voluntarily confessed more than he was asked ; ; 
sought not to palliate an> thing relating to himseK, while 
concealed with Ihe most guarded caution, whatever might 
voire others. The board did not examine a single witnt 
but founded their opinion merely oii his own confession, 
their report of his case, they slated, that he had often cc 
ashore during the night and converseil. In a secret manner 
with Arnold; (hat he changed his dress and under the ficti- 
tious name of John Anderson and a disguised habit, had pas- 
sed the American posts at Stoney and Verplank's points ; that 
lie was taken ?3d September, when hastening to join the 
British and that certain papers, containing intelhgence for the 
enemy, were found in his boots. They, therefore, determin- 
ed, that he ought lo be considered as a spy ami that agreeably 
to the law of nations, he ought tosulTer death. 

In vain did General Clinton intercede hy letter with Gene- 
ral Washington in his behalf. General Robertson, from the 
royal army, who had tieen sent for the purpose, of endeavour- 
ing to save the life of this unfortunate gentleman, was permit-' 
ted to land at Dobb's ferry, where he had a conference wilt) 
General Greene; but his efforts were equally unsuccessful. 
Having failed in his other attempts, he presented a long letter 
from Arnold to General Washington, filled with threats antt 
insolently making hirn responsible for the torrents of blood, 
which might be shed, if he should order the execution of An- 
dre- The presenting of such a letter was no less an absurdity 
than the writing of it. On the 2d October 17S0, Andre wasj 
hanged at Tappan about 28 miles North of this city. He' 
met his fate with courage and composure ; but regretted, thai 
the usages of war would not permit him lo terminate his days 
in u more honoarMe manner and that he was forced to die as 
a criminal and not as n soldier. Nocircvinia«.iuietiadoccurred 
since I he co/unien cement of the war, -nhVch otcwofteiw\wc 




UNDER THE BKITISU. 



»d4 



lamentation iu this city than the melancholy fate of this young 
and promising officer, who was universally esteemed I'or liit 
amiable disposition and other valuable qtialiti cations ; and the 
sympathy, which he hadexciiedin the American army was per- 
haps unexampled, under any similar circumstances. His re- 
mains were removed I'rom his grave at Tappan, in 1821, 
by order of James Buchanan Csq. his Britannic majes- 
ty's consul in this city, and sent to his native cnuntry, where 
they were interred with that solemnity, which was doe tu Itis 

General Washington in a private letter (October 13) in 
taking notice of the whole ofthis business, thus expresses him- 
self " In no instance since the commencempnt of the war has 
the interposition of Providence appeared more remarliably 
conspicuous than in the rescue of the post and garrison at 
West Point," &c. " Andre hag met Iiis fate wiih that forti- d 
tude, which was to be expected from an accomplished manl 
and a gallant officer ; but I am mislsken if Arnold is not ua-l 
dergoing at thit time a mental hell." "■ 

As a part of the stipulated reward of his treason, ArnoUW 
was made a British brigadier general in America, and greatfl 
hopes were entertained by Sir Henry, that though he had faile«| 
in the main object, he might still be of great benefit to tbe^ 
royal cause. He was to be entrusted with a separate com- 
mand, consisting of loyalists and the discontented of all sorts, 
of whom it was expected, that he could raise a very conside- 
rable body ; but neither bis address to the inhabitants of 
America, nor his proclamation to the cootinenial army hi4j 
any eHeci. Notwithstanding the discontents among ihej 
American troops, Arnold's example and endeavours produc«4 I 
(he desertion of very few soldiers and not even of one officer. 
They had emb rked in a glorious cause and would never de- ' 
sert it to enroll themselves under the banner of a traitor. 

On 2lst December, Arnold saili^d from Sandy Hock, wilb I 
a body of troops under his command end arrived in the Ches>'l 
apeake, about the end of the month with 30 vessels. Helandrl 
ed with about 1500 men, 15 miles below Richmond, and on I 
the 5ih January i/UI, marched to that town, where he de^ 
stroyed the public stores and buildings, the rope walk and the 
lum.indsnli in possession of the merchants. He likewise 
committed sundry depredations in other parts of Virginia. 
About the beginning of June, Lord Cornwallis having no im- 
me :iate occasion for his services, or perh^ips disliking the con- 
tinuance of a connection with a man of hi» infamoos chsracwr, 
permitted him to return to thjs city. 
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Here, Lowever he was not suflered to remain in a state o. 
inactivity, lie was aent on an pntc;rpriBe against New-Lon*! 
don when* he elTected his landing on (iih September I'SlI 
with a sufficient land and marine furce. The garrisor 
Fort Griswold, was bravely defended by abuut 150 militia^ ;j 
wt:o had'hasiily collected and were badly supplied with fire* ' 
arms. ATlet an engagement of abi>ut 4') minutes, tb^ weivj 
obliged to yield to a fur superior force. On the enemy'* enter- 
ing the fori, a severe slaughter took plaee, though all resist- 
ance had ceased. The British officer on taking possession, 
inquii'ed, who commanded the fori > " 1 did, Sir," said Col- 
onel Ledyard " buiyou'do now" and on presenting his sword, 
wos immediately run through his body There were 73 kil- 
led, between SOand 40 wounded and about 40 taken priso- 
ners, who .\ere treated with the most savage barbarity. A 
great many houses and 84 stores logerher with several vessels 
were consumed by the dames ; and ihis dreadful calamity was 
not the effect of accidem; but design. The loss, which the 
Americans sustained on this occasiiin was great; as (here 
were large quantities of naval stores, European as well as 
East and West India goods and pmviaion deposited in the 
Stores. By su' h inglorious exploits, this wretched renegado 
endeavoured to gain the confidence of his nfw employers; 
but wherever he went, he was held in niversal abhorrence; 
and Boch will always be the traiiiir's reward ; for though some 
may be much gratified at the success ofa Ir asonable design, 
it is i I possible, that ihey can ever entertain the least regard 
for the traitor. 

But whatever losses and prlva ions the Americans had been 
exposed to in the Northern and middle States, the affairs of 
the British at length, began to 'lecline in the Southern. The 
king's troops had been severely handled in North Carolina, 
and though General Greene nad been twice defeated by the 
army under Cornwallis, the provincials quickly recovered 
their ground, repulsed the enemy in their turn, and daily in- 
creased in numbers and Improved in discipline. No succours 
had arrived from Sir Henry Clinton, the commander in-chief. 
That General opposed by Washington and entirely at a loss' 
to conjecture at what place, the allied armies would strike the 
first blow, was in dally apprehension, of an attack upon this 
city and unable to afford the least assistance to the army in 
Carolina. Sc fully was he confirmed in his fears, from his 
having interct>pted some of Wasltington's letters, .Iliat l/e 
withdrew a considcrnble part of the troops under the com- 
mand of Coj-nwallis as a (einrotccment to his owii garrison . 
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'On the Gih July, the combined armies under WuhinglOD 
and Roclianibeau hud taken (heir station in the neighbour- 
bond of White Plains, where it was their deterraination, foi 
some time, lo lay siege to this city; but (he intelligence, which 
had been received coacerning the reduced atate of Cornwallia's 
army, as well as inforniatiun that Count de Orasse with b 
powerful fleet would forthwith take possession of the Chesa- 
peake, induced the American and French commanders to 
change the plan of their operations entirely. They accor- 
dingly wrote to DeGrasse, on rhe 17th August, apprising him 
of their determination lo remove the whole of the French ar- 
my, and as large a detachuifst of the American as could be, 
spared to the Chesapeake, there to meet with hia Excellencyi 
The appearance of an attack upon tins city was, howev ^ 
still continued, and to induce the fltmegt belief of its being 
tended, ovens were erected opposite to Staten island, at 
mouth of the Rariton for the use of the French forces. 

While this deception was playing off, and Sir Heary Cliuton 
bewildered in this manner, the allied army'' crossed the 
North river on the 24tli and arrived at Philadelphia on ibe 
30th. When the allies were on their march, the loyaliBts in 
this city were greatly pleased with reports printed in Riving- 
lon's Gazette, stating, that 7%e Emperor ofOermant/ hadde' 
clared himself the ally of Great Britain, which threw the 
court of Versailles into much confusion, as in consequence of 
this great event, the French nation must withdraw all support 
from their new allies the rebels, and we are informed it has 
occasioned Mr. Washington and the count de Rochambeauto 
quit their meaaang position, at White Plains. This as well 
as other fabrications equally absurd were propagated and by 
whatever means they got into circulation, had an evident ten- 
dency to disguise the movements of the allies. 

The combined army continued their march from the North- 
ward till they arrived at 1 e head of Elk, from whence they 
wern transported by vessels destined for the purpose to Wil- 
liarasburgh, where they were landed on the 25th of Septem- 
ber and preparations were made with all possible despatch for 
putting the army in a situation to move towards York Town 

• DoriDEtheatajoftlie French iimiy in Ne wport, «s well M while on 
(heir murcli frODi Itieiid; O Pliilmlelpl'ii and ilirough other jmrti of the 
United SlBtei. tlieir conduct w»b bd uniformlj oorreel *i to gtiin Ihe e». 
teem of nil, wUh whom they were eooTenHnt tuid prodooed flompu-inina 
hetwean them and die UriHsh, which were, by no ni«aii. in favour of the 
totter. Wherever tliej weul, dicj were wulcome guesW i aa they not 
only behared with the alriotest decorum ; bttt ^ttooVOkW^ ^lASm ««rj 
thing they imnted vitb hud money. 
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ihe heail qunrtcrs of Lord Ctn-Dwallis. li n*as a foi'luoale 
cuiniiance, thai the greatest barmony subsisted belw 
Wa»hmc«»i and Rochambeau, as some of ihe difficulties 
tending ibeir joint opprationi werf thereby greatly lessened, 
and the former being deslitude uftbe nit'Eiits of supplying his 
troops rendily obtained a loan for thai purpose from the laller. 
The uiniDgt alacrity prevailing among ihe Hllied forces and 
Qie whole army exfning itself with unusuni vij^our, the lines 
were completed and opened at (iOO yards distance from Corn- 
wnllii'g works. The situation of hid lordship and of the Brit- 
»h under his coinmnnd soon becflme desperate The works 
which they had raised had fallen before Ihe artillery of France 
and America; their aiiempis lo reptl the besiegers, to slop 
4heir progress and even lo breakthrough the American lines 
had all proved ineifeciual Every day brought the allies 
nearer to their object and nothing at last remained for the 
besieged, but to capitulate. Accordingly on lyth October 
1781, Cornwallis yielded to necessity and surrendered him- 
self and army as prisoners of war. The artillery, arms and 
accoutrements belonging to the liritish, together with their 
military chest and stores of every description were given up 
to (he Am ncans, as also 7000 men the flower •>[ the royal 
army. Fifteefi hundred seamen partook oi the fale of the 
garrison. The Guadaloupe frigate of '24 guns and a number 
of transports were surrendered to the contiueiors- The land 
forces became prisoners to the United Slates ; but the seamen 
together with the ships were assigned lu France. 

The following circumstance, as it placed the humanity of 
the \merJcan soldiers in a veryconspi uouspoint of^iewand 
reflected the greatest honour upon the memory of our latemuch 
lamented fellow citizen Gen. Alexander Hamilton, ought not 
to be omitted. On the nighi of the 14th October, i' had been 
resolved, tba two of the British redoubts, which greatly im- 
peded the progress of the combined army, should be stormed 
and with the view of exciting ii spirit of emulation, the re- 
duction «f the one was committed to llie French and of the 
other to the Americans The soldiers, when ihey s'arfed had 
been ordered loremeniber New-London, (s. epage 100). The 
redoubts were taken in a few minutes ; but Ihe humanity of 
the ftmericans,so overcame their resentment, that hey spared 
their enemies, the moment they had them in their p wer. Be- 
ing asked by some persons, when carrying them off as priao- 
nera, why they had not put them to death, agn'ably to orders, 
ihey nobly replied « We could not, when they begged, for 
fliff> JiveSf on their kueea." Colonel ('afterwards general 
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Hamilton,) who conducted the ent» rprise with great address 
and intrepidity, in lii- report to the Marquis de la Fayette 
mentioned to the houour of his detachment^ ^' that incapable 
of imitating examples of barbarity and forgetting recent pro- 
vocations, they spared every man that cea ed to resist." 

The joy iflfused through the United States, by the surren- 
der of the army under Lord Cornwallis was inconceivably 
great, as they had for years spread havoc and destiuction 
through a vast extent of Virginia and parts adjacent ; while 
their number was so great as to enable them to go where they 
pleased and their rage for plunder disposed them to take 
whatever they deenjed most valuable. But independent of 
tte removal of this great evil, the Americans considered the 
brilliant achievement, which put the allies in possession of 
York Town, as determining the issue of the contest ; and, 
from that moment, they looked forward to the reward of ill 
their toils and a full compensation for all their sufferings. 
No sooner had congress received official information of this 
great event, than amongst other modes of evincing their grat- 
itude, they on the 24th October determined to go in full and 
solemn procession to the Dutch Lutheran church (then the 
largest in Philadelphia) and to giVe thanks to Almighty God 
for the success of their general an the forces under his com- 
mand ; and they issued a prc)clamati(>n recommending thai 
the 13th of December be observed as a day of thanksgiving 
and prayer on account of the signal i terprsition of Divine 
Providence, which they had experienced. 

Nor were the people* of America mistaken in the expecta- 
tions which they had formed respecting the result of this victo- 
ry. No sooner had the news of the capture of Lord Cornwal- 
lis.reached the mother country, than the ministers were struck 
with dismay and those who had heretofore been averse to the 
war were greatly « mboldened in their opposition. We accor- 
dingly find, that on the 27th February 1782 it Ws resolved by 
the House of Commons " T at an address be pr« sented to his 
majesty, that he will be pleased to give directions to his minis- 
ters not to pursue any longer the impracticable object of re- 
ducing his majesty's evolted colonies, by force, to their alle- 
giance, by a war on the continent of America and to assure his 
jnajesty, that his faithful commons will most cheerfully conctir 
with him in such measures as may be found necessary to ac- 
celerate the blessings of returning peace.'' This motion had 
been introduced by General Conway the uniform and sincere 
friendof the Americans and such was the general y^^ ^^^^•^ 
,£ioned hy its being carried^ that appTt\iQ&svQia& Vitu^ «fi^ft^ 
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tajned by tlie Secretaries o{ Stole that riots and iiiinults might 
ensue in the evening, in consequence of which ihey requested 
the lord Mnyor to adopt such meaaures as might be necessary 
fur securing the public peace. The address »'as presented 
to his majesty by the whole house, who on the 4tli March 
were honoured by a conciliatory answer, for which he re- 
ceived an unani-nous vote of thanks The following resolu- 
tion w.is then passi'd without a diviiion vi^. " That this house 
Vill consider as enemies to his majesty all those, who shall en- 
denvour to frustrate hi>t majesty's paternal care for the ease 
and happiness of his people, by advising, or by any means at- 
tempting the further pjosecution of ofTerisive war oo the con- 
tinent of North America, for the purpose of reducing the col- 
onies to obedience by force." Un the same day, Sir Gjiy 
Carleton was appiiinied commander-in-chief in America. 
These resolutions ami the great applause, with which they 
were received by the public, abundantly shewed, that a com- 
plete revolution in the ministry must take place, an event 
however, which was, bv no means n|^reeable to the court- 
On the ad of August" l782,SirGuj Carleton and Admiral 
Dighy sent a letter to General Washington, wherein they said 
" We are acquainted by authority, that negociations for a gen- 
eral peace have already commenced at Paris and that Mr. 
Greenville is invested with full powers to treat with all the 
parties at war and is now at Paris in the execution of this com- 
mission," &c. They add "We are farther acquainted, that 
transports have Been prepared in England, for conveying all 
the American prisoners to this country to be exchanged here; 
and we are directed to uree, by every consideration of human- 
ity the most speedy exchange." A part of this news was 
soon confirmed by the arrivnl of two cartel ships at Marble- 
Jiead with 583 American prisoners and by the 21st August a 
third arrived with 1 16 more. 

It may easily be concdved, that this intelligence was highly 
gratifying to every real friend of his country ; but it was no 
sooner known to the Lovalists than a scene of terror and 
dismay prevailed throueh this city, which it is impossible to' 
describe. To persons of that description, the arrival i<f death 
warrants could scarcely have aflbrded more serious cause of 
alarm. Tliose in the army lore their lappela from their 
coats, stamped them under their feet and exclaimed, that they 
were ruined for ever. Others cried out, that after racrificing 
every thing to prove their loyally, they were now left to shift 
for themselves, having lost the friendship of both their king 
and coiuitry. On ibe 7lh August, it was earnestly recom- 
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mended in Rivington's gazetl?, that the loyalists not only in 
this city ; bm in every other |>lace, should suspend then- opin- 
ion on the present important occasion and c<mtinue firm in' 
their proteiisions of loyally and zeal Tor the union of the em- 
pire and wait the issue in patience. Jl was observed, that by 
such conduct, they would preserve a claim on national grati- 
tude and protection, which it would be madness to forfeit; 
since by giving way to impatience, they would only lessen 
themselves in the opinion of their enemies, without a shadow 
of advantage. 

On the 30lh November 1782 a provisional treaty of pe: 
was signed at Paris, between Ricuaku Ui>wai.d, Esq. co 
missioner on the part of his Britannic majesty, aud John Ai>- 
AHS^ Benjamin Frankli?i, John J at and Henry La wkbncr 
Eaqs. commissiimers on that of the United Stales, by the first] 
article of which, his Britannic majesty acknowledged the fot* 
merthitteeh American colonies to be free, sovereign and in- 
dependent siules. It was agreed, however, that the said Irear- 
ly should not be finally ratifled by the contracting parties 
until terms of peace should be agreed upon, beiween Gre^'' 
Britain aod, France. 

On the 2~iih March 1 783, Congress received a letter of Feb- 
ruary 5lh rVoin ihe marquis la Fayette, announc ng a gener .1 
peace, and a copy of <irders given by Co nt d'Esiaiiig for the 
purpose of putting a slop to all hostilities by sea; whereupon 
they directed ihe marine agent 10 recall immediately all armed 
vessels cruising under comnibsions from the United States 
pf America. 

At 12 o'clock, on the I9lh April, the day which complet- i 
ed the eighth >ear iif war, the cessation of hostilities between* 
the United Siaits and Great Britain was proclaimed in ihc 
American army by Geiiei-al WashinL'ton. On the 26th May, 
Congress resolved, that General Washington should grant '' 
furloughs to the noncommissioned officers and soldiers, who 
liad enlisted for the war, together with a proportionable num- 
ber of commissioned officers of different gmJes and that the 
men thus furJonghed should be allowed to take their arms 
tvith them. ThJN resolution excited astonishment and cha- 
grin in the generals and officers, who commanded regiments 
and corps in the ciinlonment on the banks of the Hudson. 
They addressed their commander on the rub June ; solicited 
his further aid on iheir behalf and entreated, that no officer or 
soldier shoold be obliged to receive a furlough, onlil Congress 
could be apprized of Ihe wretched situation into wUvcU \Vift 
army must be inevitably plunged Viy ac,«\iX\n%fe^\ow^'i'^ 
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they sbould be certain of receiving a corapensation for llieir j 
services. VVashinglon, by the exercise of thni prudence for M 
which he h&s been so jusily celebralttd, contrived lo roitig:ale ■ 
their fears and lo allay thai spirit of diaconient, which if not" 1 
- suppressed might have been productive uf the most serious 
consequences. 

About the beginning of August, Sir Guy had received bis 
Ijnal orders for the eviicualion of ifais city ; and on the ITth 
informed Congress that he should lose no time in ful&lling 
his majesty's commands ; but thai he could assign no precise 
period. The insolence and abuse whirh the liiyahsis, when 
al the height of t eir power, had enercised towards their help- 
less brethren, who had espoused the cause of their country 
and their excessive cruelly lo those, whuni the fortune of war 
had placed amongst them as prisoners, Hlured them fnlly in 
the face and made them tremble at the approach of that day, 
ivhich they had reason to fear would be lo them a day of 
dreadful retribution From these circumstances, Sir Guy 
Corleton seemed (u be hound in honour not to give up the 
city till he had fully provided the means of carrying off all 
those, who were desirous >if quitting thecnuniry. 

At last, the ^5lh ovember 1^33 was the day agreed upon 
for the evacuation of New- York. To prevent those disorders, 
which might otherwise have occurred on such an occasion, 
the American troops under the command of General Knox, 
inarched from Hariaem to Bowery Ian , early in the morning. 
There they remained till about one o'clock, when the British 
fo ces left the pusta in the Bowery and the \mericans marched 
on and lonk possession of the cily. As soon as this was 
afiected, General Knox, with a numbfr of citizens on horse- 
back rode to the Bowery, to receive their Excpllencies Gene- 
ral Washington dnd Governor George Clinton, who with their 
suites, made their public entry into the city on horseback, fol- 
lowed by ihe lieutenant governor and senators, four abr-ast; 
General Knox and the officers of the army eight abreaHt; 
citizens on horseb ck eight abreast ; ; the speaker of the 
assembly. Sec. and citizeii^s on foot four abreast The go- 
vernor gave a public dinner to the commander-in-chief and 
other general officers at Frances's tavern then one of the most 
lespeciabte in the city. It was situate in Wall at the comer 
of Nassau-street directly opposite the Old City Hall, on the 
scite of which the custom house now stunds. In the evening, 
magnificent fire-works Tar exceeding any thing of the kind, 
which had ever been in I e United States, were exhibited in 
tbe Bohng Greea. No accident occurred,, during the whoU' 
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iJay and evening, which had the least tendency to inar the 
general festiviiy. 

bi this city iheannivpraary of this auspicious day has been 
regularly celebrated ever since by military parades and other 
deinonstra lions of Joy Indeed it tvell deserves to be «in>- 
memorated not only here bui in every other part of the 
United States j as it teas nut till that very day that this land 
orfreedom could be said to be completely free from the pre< 
sHiceofiis hostile invaders. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Prom the evacuatioji of the city hy the Britvih till the Jirtt 
meeting of Cangrena, under the New Conififuiion 4lh 
March 1789. 

At the lime, when the Americans took possession of this 
city, a circitmstance,in itself ludicrous, though somewhat per- 
plexing, occurred on the battery. The British, on their de- 
parture, had left the royal standard flying as usual at the head 
ofthe Bagstaff , and as they were desirous to avoid the mor- 
tification of seeing the American lla^ raised in its place, they 
had cut away ihe lanyards and greased the Sagstaff bo ss to 
render it, as they thought, impossible to take it down. The 
American troops had arrived on the battery, and the British 
standard still waved triumphant. There appeared to be no al- 
ternative, except to cut it down and ertcl anolher ; but this 
would be the work of some time In this dilemma', an honest 
far volunteered his services, which were readily accepted; 
though no great hopes were entertained with respect to his, 
success. With a small rope in his leeih, however, lo which 
the American flag was affixed, he contrived to reach the top 
of the pole, cut down the British slaudard and in a few min- 
utes substituted the star spangled banner ofthe (.inited Slates, 
which waved majestically in its Stead. On his descent, he 
was greeted with the luudest acc'anialions by [he admiring 
raullilude ; but it was deemed proper to give him a more sub- 
stantial rewaid r'>r his exploit than mere applause. A col- 
lection for his benefit, was taken up to which the greater part 
ofthe spectators from the commander-in-chief to the plaineit 
citizen cheerfully contributed. The intrepid sailor Imd done 
an act, which "had been deemed irapraw\ca\>\ft ih\4 "siVvtV ■*■»* 
iitgtily gratifyiag to the public, andil \snw"j ^tda*^«; *»»^ 
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» be never performed a serviee, for which he received so ample'] 
a compensation. _ 1 

On 4lh December, a very Inleresting scene took place in^ 
!his city. At noon ihe principal iifficers oflhi' army conv^j^ J 
ed at Frances's tavern to take an affectionate leave of llieb-'j 
much-loved commander-in-chief Grneral Wiishinglon 
ving called for a glass of wine, thus addressed them, " Witl( 
an heart full of love and gratitude I now take leave of yoa. 
I mosl devoutly wish, ihiit yniir laiiiT days may be as pras- 
perous and happy, us yniir former have been frlorious and 
honourable." Having drunk, he said " I cannot come to ' 
each of you to tak my leave ; but shall be obliged to you, if 
each of you will come and take me by ihe hand." General 
Knox, being nearest turned to him tvilh tears rolling down 
his cheeks. Wasiliingtun grasped his hand and then kiaaed 
liiu). He did the same to every succeeding ofBcer and also 
to some other gentlemen, who were [ireaeiit. The pas ions of 
human nature were n«vpr more tenderly depicted than on this 
interesting occasion. The wh.-le company were in tears. 
When Washington left the aparimfnt and passed through the 
corps ofKghi infantry about 2 o'clock on his way to Whitehall, 
the others followed, in a solemn, mule and mournful proces- 
sion, till he embarlced in his bar{!>> for Powles Hook. As 
soon as he had got on board, he turned towards his friends, 
took olf his hat and with it waved a silent adieu. They paid 
him the same affeciionalB compliment, and as soon as the 
barge had pushed off, th(?y reiurued from Whitehall in the 
same manneras they had gone. 

Before I proceed further in my " Brief History of the citj'," 
a short coot ras I between iis'siate, at the time 't ""s evacuated 
by the Itiilish and the state, in which it now (February 1 826) 
appears, may b interesting to many of my readers. I shall 
therefore, lay before them some remarks on the subject. 

In the year 178fi a census was taken agreeably to an act of 
the legislature, by which the population of the city amounted 
toS3,(ii9; but it is impossible to ascertain the precise num- 
ter, at (he time of the evaluation. It is not improbable that 
after the departure of the royal fleet and army with the de- 
pendents and the loyalists, the number of residents in t> e city 
might be 20,61 y and this number is fixed on, from the suppo- 
sition, that from that period to the beginning of I he year 1786, 
the gain in our population was 3,n00 a supposition which is 
far from belngextravagant,paiiicularly, if it be recollected, 
rhat taany o( oar most respectable citizens, who during the 
war irere under ihe necessity of living in exile, hastened to 
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ibeir respective homes. The romber acr.ording to llio censi 
of 1825 araounted to 16G,0BG. lience it appears, thj 
our cllj, at present, contains somewliai more than 
limes as many inhabitaula, as it did in tht^year 17S3. 
its population has encreased in ihai unexampled ra 
the short space ol" 42 years. This siatemunt might 
considered as mere fiction, if it were not supported by 
mostconvincing and irrefragable proofs viz. the ce 
was talien by oriler of government soon after the 
and thai which was made by the same authority towards 
close of last year. 

If the number of our inhabitants was small at the fii 
of these dates, the thick, settled part of the city was likei 
confined within very narrow limits. On the Hudson rl 
the corner of Greenwich and Murray-streets might be de< 
ed its boundary towards the ISorlii, as beyond the last ai 
these streets, there were nijly to be found a very few stratr- 
gling huts and even between Murray-street and what is now 
called Tub Wasiunoton Markii:t, there were only aomt 
scattering houses,, while in the lower parts of the city, there 
was little to be seen but heaps of ruins. Even in wlint is ni>i ' 
deerotd the most elegant part of tlifi city, by far tli6 grenti 
part of the buildings were composed of wood and covered 
with shingles, briciis and stone being but very little used- 
Washinglon and West-streets were not in existence and tlie 
project of making new grounds by encroachments on onrri- 
vers had been scarcely thought of. In a secluded spot, in 
what ie now called Reed-slreet near Broadway, was a biiryia^. 
ground for people of colour, in llie neighbourhood of whicbfi 
there^Was scarcely to be found a single horse ; and in the t 
of our City Hospital, there stood a handsome frame build! 
which had a garden and large orchard attached to it, ant 
the fields and meadows, which i'xtended far and wide fri 
thence towards the North river might be seen grazing 
stiveral summers immediately after the close of the revolutii 
ary war, some hundreds of horaea and cows belonging t( 
inhabitants. Hills and dales, trees, shrubs, bushes. Sec. t 
to be seen in every direction and perhaps it would now be i 
cull to Dod a retreat within six miles of the city, whicl; 
hibits a more rural appearance than one could have then 

joyed in the rear of the hospital. That the orchard, ' 

[ have mentioned was in a retired situation must be ot^ 
vious from the following occurrence. In the year 17S(> 
i787, a duel, in which one of the parlies was mnvtaU's "Siwi! 
i-iS, WHS fought on thill very spot, and as (toto ^oto.^ •;« 
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slances, this aiTair was, for a time, the subjeci of general coll' 
venation, it must be still in tfa<- recollection of raan; of our 
aged inhabitants; bui my leasoa for introducing it, is merelj' 
to shew, tbat it must have taken placR at some distance from ' 
the thick settled part of the city; as dueltisig never wish to .' 
petform their fxploiis, eiccpt in places remote from ■ 

At that time, there was a large pond between Pearl and 
Anthony and Elm and Cross-stieels, in which several persons 
were drowned- In iis vicinity, it was usual for persons to 
go a gunning, where their prospect of success was as great, 
asiflhey were now to go out into the island to the distance 
of five or six miles from the City Hall. About the year 
1806, the Common Council directed it to be filled up and 
the neighbouring grounds to be brought to a proper level. The 
places, where these aiid other low grounds, as well as high 
hills exisied, are now as if they had never been. Indeed 
the precise spols, on which they were formerly to be seen can 
scarcely be recollected, by our oldest inhabiiants.. 

To these observations, which abundantly shew the narrow 
limits, in which the settled part ol the city was then confined, 
it may be added, that even that part was far from being 
compattly built. Many vacant lots were to be met with not 
only in every ward, but even in every street ; and these were, 
in general sold at prices which bear scarcely any proportion 
to those, for which they could be purchased at the present 
lime. Indeed I run no hu^ard in aKserling, that for several 
years after the revolutionary war, what is now called a square 
or block, might have been purchased any where above Grand- 
street for a much less sum than would now be required for a 
single lot. 

At the evacuation, very few streets were paved, and the 
workmanship of these few was performed in such a manner 
as would now be deemed very awkward ; one gutter running 
through the centre, which was the lowest part of the street, 
and the elevation on both sides being towards the houses. 
Of banks and insurance offices, there was not one in the 
city, whereas we have now 17 of the fomter and of the latter 
upwards of 40, At the commencement of the revolutionary 
war, there were 19 places of public worship; but at its 
close, there were only 9 appropriated for that purpose. 
Trinity and the old Lutheran church having been consumed by 
the great fire, 21st November, 1776. and the others as well as 
the college, used as barracks, jails, hospitals and riding schools. 
Of churches, ife have now upwards of 100, of which, as well as 
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tifournionied institulions, i&c. particular notice will be take! 
hereafter under appropriate beads. Since tlial time, the 1 
of provisions and all the necessaries of life as well ai the wM 
come of our inhabitants have greatly increased, as may be si 
nnder the article I'cblic MAttxtiTs Arts and sciences ; r 
gious, charitable, and literary institutions; trade,comnifrce m 
manufkctures were then scarcely thought of; but in all thei 
we have attained a degree of celebrity in less than half a ce4 
lury, which could never have been expectpd by our mo "' 
guine admirers and wliich, if equalled, has never been s 
sed in either ancient or modern limes. 

But it is now proper that I should return Irom my digres- 
sion. The British had scarcely left our city, when order 
•eemed to arise out of confusion. The executive, legislature 
and judiciary instead of exercising their respective functions 
over apartot thestlitehad now juiisdiction over the whole, and 
the council of appoint men I, aniongsl their firsit acts, appointed 
James Duank a gentleman of respectable talents, great pru- 
dence and moderation to the important office of mayor. Un- 
der his wise aiid discreet administration and the truly di^nilied 
conduct of his Excellency, Geo roe Clenton, who was our 
first governor afier the declaration of independence, and, at 
that time held the same office, a spirit of conciliation was move 
speedily restored between those who had, during the war, en' J 
tertained the most deadly hatred apinst each other, tlian coul4 3 
have been possibly expected ; and so much harmony exiatM 
ed amongst us towards the end of the year 1784, that all ant J 
mosity seemed to have ceased and political disseotions to bc J 
buried in oblivion. "W 

Those of our churches, which had been appropriated to 8*' 
cular purposes, were restored to that sacred use, for which ' 
they had been at first erected; and our college, which bad 
been suspended in April 1776, was in 1784 completely re-es- 
tablished. Education, which had been almost totally neglect- 
ed during the preceeding seven years, met with that atten- 
tion which its importance deserved. Classical schools were 
forthwith established by competent teachers in which young 
gentlemen were prepared for entrance into college, and as 
many seminaries as were necessary for the instruction of 
children were soon establislied on as good a fooling, as un- 
der existing; circumstances could have been reasonably ex- 
pected. 

In consequence if a mutiny having taken place amongst 
some soldiers at Philadelphia, who were dama^Qvus fei \Ve\s 
pay, Congress deemed il proper to move t^vin ifta\'i.«wtt 



from Ihat city te Princelon, 2(ilh June 1783, from whence tliejr 
went to AnuapoHfi, Maiylancl, in November rollowing ; but 
they soon ailer, took up their abode iniliU metropotia where 
they continued till llie year ifW. 

Thui the temporary residence of Congress among*! ns fcir 
about six years hail a considerable tendency lu rouse that 
spirit of enterprise, whicti had so long been dormant bitt 
which, during these years, began so eminently to display 
itself, cannot be doubted. At all events, about that lime, an 
aclivily in business of every kind, which had heretofore beeo 
aoknown in this city, was universally apparent, and though 
from causes, which will be imtnedietely noticed, the success 
of our inhabitants was not equal to the |>rcatnessortlu:ir exer- 
tions, their industry and perseverance enabled them to sur- 
mount great difficulties, and was ultimately productive of 
the most salutary consequepces to themselves as well as to the 
community at Lirge. 

It is now necessary lo mention the cause, which so greatly 
retarded our progress in trade, commerce and manufactures. 
The .^erican States, for they could not well be called 
United, had been kept together, during the war, from a com- 
mon sense of danger, by that feeble instrument known by the 
name of lite Articles of Confehsbation ; which, when its 
inefficacy had been fully tested by experience, was Justly pro- 
nounced by our most intelligent statesmen lobe no better than 
a rope of sand. By this instrument, they had entered into » 
perpetual union with each other for their mutual defence, in 
which it was also stipulated that their laws and decisions should 
be obligatory on each of the thirteen states. Each stale, 
however, was to be i;overned by its own legislature, with 
the enactments of which, congress had no right to interfere. 

It was not diflicult to perceive, that this mode of govern- 
ment had not sufficient energy within itself to produce a vigo- 
rous administration of public aSairs. Congress had no au- 
ihority over individuals and over the states only as politi- 
cal bodies ; nor hod it any power lo enforce even them to a 
compliance with its injuctions, and in case of any quarrel, it 
could not prevent ihein frum making war upon each other. 
Difficulties occurred and distresses were multiplied on every 
side. The aimy, though disbanded, had received only four 
months pay ; the debts conimcted by congress as well as by 
many of the individual states, had not been discharged, and 
government possessing no revenue could give no value to its 
paper currency. Taxes were imposed by some (f the Btate 
legislatures; but such was the pressure of the times, that ihey 
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mid not be collected anil ihe very attempt occaaloned geno- 9 
ral discontent. And tliougli it hail been fondly expected, that ^ 
aflerthe termination of the war, commerce would revive, 
was still embarrassed and languid. 

The helpless situatiun, in which our natioiia! government 1 
was then placed, cannot be better expressed, than by the fc4- 1 
lowing quotation from ./n ar/dcpss to Me people of the Slatt.i 
of Neui-Yorkf Oft the subject of the'proposed federal co. 
tution wriiten by our venerable fellow citizen John Jay, \ 
at that lime, held the important office of minister of roreign a 
fairs " By the confederation, as it now stjnds,'' says this jtfi 
didous writer, " the direction of general and national afTaliv] 
is submitted 10 a single body of men, vii. the congress. They 
may malte war ; bot are not empowered to raise msn or mo- 
ney to carry it on. They may make peace ; but without pow- 
er to sec the terms of it observed. They may form aJlianceSj 
but without ability to comply with the stipulations nn their J 
part. They may enter into treaties of commerce; but wit^| 
out poiver to enforce them at home or abroad. They mnj 
barrow money ; but without having tlie means of re-paym 
They may partly regulate commerce; but without auihorM 
to execute their ordinances. Theymay appoint ministers anl 
other officers of trust ; but without power to try 
them for misdemeanours. They may resolve; 
execute either with despatch or with secresy. In short, thMT^ 
sull, and dei berate and recommend and make reqitp-l 
and they who please, may regard them. From rhfi 
new and wonderful system of government, it lia.i come tO_ 
pass, that alnio.st every national object of every kind is, at 
this day, unprovided lor; and other nations, taking the ad- 
vantage ofits imbecility, are daily multiplying commercial 
restraints upon us." Thus, in the opinion of this eminent 
statesman, our national government was at that time a mere 
nullity. Congress had nominal, but no real power or au- 
thotily. 

In the midst of these distresses and difficulties perhaps un- 
paralleled in the history of nations, it was proposed by Jambs 
Madison,* in the legislature of Virginia, of which he was then 
a member in the year I7S5, that a general convention shonid 
be held, in order to frame a better system of government or so 
to alter the existing conMilution as to remedy the evils, which 
pressed upon the community, in eonsequeitee of this recom- 
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mendation ilclcgates from several of ilie stales assembled at 
Annapolis^ Maryland, ill 17SG; but they adjouraed wilhouE 
doing any tbing eSectual with respeci to tlie i m porta nt object 
Inr wbich they had convened. Difficulliiis, hoivever, continued 
to increase and another conveoiion as&enibled at Philadelphia 
in May 1787. when delegates attended from all the states, witli 
the excetition of Rhode Island, and after choosing General 
Washington as their president, they proceeded to the arduous 
duty which tbey had been appointed to perforni. 

Aflerase-sionof 4 raonlh-, this honourable body, having 
agreed on our present excellent constitution, adjourned ]7ib 
September 17S~. It was afterwards submitted lo the consiil' 
eratit>D of conventions appointed by the people uf each of the 
13 original stales, by whom it was ratified in the order and 
at the pert(>ds annexed lo the names of the said states respect- 
ively, as will appear in the 1st column. !n the 2d, the 11 
new stales which have been, since that time, admitted into the 
union, with the dates of their respective admissions, will be 
found arranged in the same manner. 

\doi'tion op the Fedekai. Cosbtitution by ti^b djv- 
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Original States. 
Delaware, Dec. 7, 1787 



Pennsy^ 

New-Jersey, 

Georgia, 

Connecticut, 

Massachusetts 



Dec. 12,1787 
Dec. 19, 1787 
Jan. 2,1788 
Jan. 9. 1788 
Feb. 6, 1788 



JVeu) States. 
Vermont, Martib -1, 1791 



Kentucky, 
Tennessee, 
Ohio, 



Indiana, 
Mississippi, 

IlUnuis, 

Alabama, 

Maine, 

Missouri, 



June 1, 1792 

June 1, 1796 
Feb. 19, 1803 

Aprils, 1812 ' 
Dec. 11, 181(j 
Dec. 10, 1817 

Dec. 3, 1318 
Dec. 14,1819 
larch 15, 1830 
March 2, 1821. 



Maryland, April 28, 1788 
South Carolina, May 23, 1788 
IN. Hampshire, June 21, 1788 
Virginia, June 26, 1788 

New-York, JulyaC, 178S 
N. Carolina, Nov. 21, 1789 
Rhode Island, May 29, 1790 

Gut before I proceed lo mention some of (he other causeS; 
ivhicb tended to the establishment of the federal constitution 
on its present permanent basis aud of course to the elevation 
of our metropolis lo its unrivalled slate of prosperity, it is ne- 
cessary, that I should giveabrlef account of a very serious riot, 
which occurred about this time, and occasioned considerable 
■i/arm amongst the inhabitants. To the honour of the Ameri- 
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cfen character, tumulluous assemblies and open violations of. 
ihe laws are liiile known in ibe United Steles. When any:! 
thing of the kind occurs, it h therefore, proper that it should 
be recorded in a publication of this kind. The outrage to 
which I allude is that which is coramenly known by tlie name 
of the Doctor's Mob. 

During the winter of 1787 and 1783, some medical studenia 
and other persons had dug np from several of the cemeleriea 
in this city a number of dead bodies for dissection. This pracr, 
tice bad been conducted in so indecent a manner as to raiM 
a considerable alarm among the people. The interments 
not only amongst strangers and the poor Arricaos had beeh 
disturbed, but the b*(iies of some respectable persons irad 
been, likewise, removed. These circumstances most sensibly 
agitated the feelings of the friends of the deceased and wrougU 
up the passions of the populace to a ferment. 

On Sunday the 13th April, a number of boys, who were at 
play in the rear of the Cily Hospital, perceived a human hmV 
which was imprudently hung out of a window to dry. They 
immediately informed a number of persons in the neighbour*, 
hood. The news spread like lightning and was readily be- 
lieved by listening crowds. Some medical students had upon 
this occasion acted with so great impropriety as lo render it 7 
impossible for any apology lo have been offered (or their con- 
duct; but a number of aggravating circu Distances was cer- 
tainly added to their fault, which had little, if any foundation 
in fact. Froni the reports, however, which were thus propa- 
gated, an incensed multitude speedily assembled, rushed into 
the hospital, and in their fury destroyed a number of anatomi- 
cal preparations, some of which had been imported from 
abroad. Some fresh subjects were also found, which were ii^ 
terred the same evening. Several of the. young physiciaoii 
with difficulty escaped the rage of the people, and would ui 
doubtedly have been exposed to great personal danger, hadni 
[he mayor, the sheritf, and some ot our most distinguished citi- 
zens interfered in their behalf and lodged ihem in jail. The 
friends of good order were hopeful that the affair would have 
ended here ; hgi they were unfortunately mistaken. 

On the mornuig of the day f.illowing, a great number of 
people assembled for the purpose, as they avowed, of search- 
ing the houses of suspected physicians. The governor, the 
mayor, the chancellor, with General Hamilton and many 
olhersof our most influential characters, finding that the pas- 
sions of the people were highly irritated, went a,n\ovi% x'wtTCi.i 
and endeavoured to dissuade them Iiota comtaAMxtv^ wtww:^.- 
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SU7 dcpiedauoiu. They sddreMcd them in themoit pailiel- 
ic manner and premiterl ihem every saiislitction which the 
Jaws of the country could afiurd. This had considerable eScct 
upon many, who after ejanijning Columbia culleoe and the 
bouses uf sundry physicians, in which they expected to fiiiil 
dead bodies, repaired peaceably to their respective habitalions. 
Bui in Ihe at'iemoon, the aflair assumed a more threatening as- 
pect. A mob, apparently desirous of riot and confusion, and 
who paid little r^ird to the promises of the iiia);isirate4 or to 
ibe sovereignty of the laws, weni to the jail and demanded that 
the physicians who were there imprisoned should be delivered 
to them- Had this demand been complied with, the poor doc- 
tors had reason to expect little mercy. 

The maigisirates, having louod that the mild language of per- 
suasion was of no avail, we re under the necessity of catling 
out the militia to suppress the riot, maintain the dignity of 
government and protect the jail. A small party of armed men 
marched thither about three o'clock, whom the raob permitted 
to pass through them, with no other insult than thai of a few 
volleys tif stones, dirt, &c. .4noiber party of only about twelve 
foen, made a similar attempt about an hour aftertvaidsj but 
tbe mob having surrounded ibein, seized and destroyed their, 
nritu. This gave the populace fresh courage ; they endea- 
voured to force the Jail ; but were repulsed by a handful of 
men. who bravely sustained their attack for several houn. 
The.mol) then destroyed the windows of that building and lore 
down part of the fences. Al dusk, a party of armed citizera 
marched to its relief; and as ihey came near it, the mob wiib, 
loud hutxas, b^an to pelt them with showexs of stones, brick- .- 
b«ls,&c. ill consequence of which, several of the militia were 
gmiily hurt and vbliged to fire in their own defence. Five 
persons were killed and seven or eight severely wounded. The 
iiiob lM>CHroe alurmed and in a short time diipetaed. A party 
of lite mililia were, for a few days, employed in guarding the 
jail. The students, to whose imprudence, this threatening 
Qommoiion waa nning, retired to the country for a short time 
and by the (irni, yet moderate conduct of our magistracy, the 
city wns Hlmasiimmeiiiiitely restored to its wonted tranquillity. 

I now proceed to stale a few of those circonialances which 
had a more immediate tendency to pTom«te the adaption af 
(he proposed new form of government 4nd its subsequent or- 

fantiHlion in this city. From this state Robsbi- Yate«, 
OHN Lanstno and Alex^noeb Hamilton had been ap- 
p«inted as delegates to attend the general convention at Phtla- 
delphia ; but Oial body had not been long in session, till the 
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first two of these genltemen deemed it their duty t<) tvlthdrav.- 
In a leiier, which ihey addressed to governor CUntun, thej 
stated, that their " pavrers were explicit and contined to the 
sole and express purpose ot" revising the articles o/cunfeder^ 
tioii and reporting such alterations and provisions therein M 
should render the federal constitution adequate to the exignf 
cies ofgovernmentjand the preservation of the union." Tbg 
added, iliBt " exclusive of their objections originating from tlH 
want ofpower, they entertained an opinion that a general g#i 
vernnieni, howevei guarded by declarations of rights or caifr- 
tionnry provisions must unavoidably in r short lime, be pr^ 
dueiive of the destruction of the civil liberty of such ciiiKen* 
.IS should be effectually coerced by it." Whilst these gentle 
luen in consequeiioe of their visionary fears deemed it cunsiafi 
ent with propriety to desert iheir post, the patriotic and dis- 
cerning Hamilton, sensible that the very existence of our 
national government depended upon a much more energetic 
system than tliat by which the states were then scarcely kept to- 
logetlier; firmly remained at his, being the only delegate from 
this great slate, and by his incessant labour as well as irresisti- 
ble eloquence had very probably as great agency as any of that 
illustrious assembly in bringing about their agreement to re- 
commend (o the different stales that constitution, under which 
we have for so many years, enjoyed unexami led prosperity 
and happiness. 

In this city, the great majority of the inhabitants were ia 
favour of the proposed form of government, but throughout 
most parts of the state, the case was diiTetenl, many t>f out J 
most influential characters being greatly opposed toil. TfrS 
enlighten ihe minds of our citizejis cfin this important subjei^J 
and to allay their ill founded apprehensions, a number of el 
says entitled the Federalist were written by ihose invaluabl 
citieens, Ai,8XANDER Hamilton and John Jat of this dr 
and James Madison of Virginia. These were lirst piiblisi 
ed in the New-York Gazette, and arterwards in the American* 
Museum at Philadelphia, and in most of the respectable journals 
in the United Slates. They were, likewise, published in two 
duodecimo volumes and are still deservedly held in high 
estimation, as they contain the most complete refutation of 
the many objections, which had been raised against Ihe con- 
stitution of any, that was ever issued from ihe press. _ It is 
now universally admitted, that these essays greatly contributed 
to accelerate that happy event, which rescued our country fron A 
impending anarchy, and gave us a form nf g;avernment wW^fl 
lias ever since remlered us respected abToaA, *»4 ^■itti v«^B 
rrijnanrf/nrfepeiK/eniathoniei 1 
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. In this siaie, however, our conveniion did not assemble till 
the consiiiiitiua had been ratified b^ ten of the other stat 
This body met at Poiighkeepsie on June I!)ih, when governor • 
Clinton was elected president, it was composed of Ii5 mem- 
bers, 46 of whom were at the time of iis meeting, considered as 
dacidedly opposed to the new constitution. The force of Mr. 
Uamillon'g eloquence, however, who was justly stiled "The 
American Cicero" had an irresistible effect upon the minds of 
such of hii opponents as deemed themselves al liberty to de- 
cide fur themselves. Hence several, wha had come with ft 
lixed determination to vole against the constitution, honestly 
declared, thiit as their ohjecliuns had vanished, in consequence 
ofth« superiority of his arguments, they wisely determined, 
that the best interests of their country required, that they 
should change sides. On July 26ih, the important question 
was determined, when 30 voted lor the adoption and %S ■ 
against it. Ten members were absent. The patriotic presi- ' 
dentgoveinor Clinton, who had been one of the opponent!, ' 
on the BdjournmenI of the convention, like a true republic 
earnestly recommended to the gentlemen of the minority to ! 
endeavour to promote amongst their constituents a steadfast 
attachment to that form of government, which had now heea 
duly confirmed 6y Che mil of the majority. 

A grand celebration, which took place in this city on the '• 
8th July immediately preceding thi.. event, as it evidently 
shewed the wishes of the mercantile part of the community, 
had no doubt a considerable influence on the convention in 
bringing them to this happy conclusion My readers will eaiir -. 
ly perceive, that I allude to the Federal Pkocession. Pro* J 
cessions had taken place in the chief cities of several of the I 
states, in honour of the new constitution, and the New-Yorken' ' 
were determined, that their /efe should equal, if not surpass, 
any which had preceded it. Neither pains nor expenses were 
spared to have everything arranged with the greatest taste 
and i{>lendour and the exertions used on the occasion were 
crowned with complete success. To witness this grand and 
highly interesting spectacle thousands of our fellow-citlKens 
assembled from various parts of the country and after be- 
holding the transactions of the day, returned to their re- 
spective homes highly gratified. It ii worthy of remark, that 
though the whole city might be said to have been in motion 
no accident occurred m interrupt the festivities of the day, and 
that when night came on, our streets were as tranquil, as if no- 
thing extraordinary had happened. 

As ;he arrangements of the Federal procession of Slh Julv 
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i7BS served, in some measure, asaguide Tor those of the o 
wliich we witnessed on ihp 4ih November last, in honuur of 
the completion of oufGrand Canal, 1 shall give no account of 
the former ; but Ipave my readers to form their opinion of it^ 
from what they will find concerning ihe latter at the end of 
the next chapter. I bIihII therefore only observe, that it wav 
splendid and nuiuerousjy attended beyond what could hBrH 
been reasonably expected, ata time when our population coulr 
have only been about one sixth part of that to which it amounUtd 
at present. And here it ought, likewise, to be mentioned that- 
in the Federal procession there was one part of the celebratioD 
which could not have bepn easily followed in that which took 
place in honour of the Grand Canrtl. The whole company 
partook of a plentiful dinner in a spacious field, on BayardVj 
farm, in and about where Bayard street now is. At the 
head, there was a table in a semicircular forni, somewhHl ele- 
vated, Bt which were sealed the membei-s of congress, their 
principal officers, the foreign ambassadors and other persona 
of distinction, and from this semicircular tnble as acentre, there 
verged towards the circumference 13 other tables like the 
radii of a circle, at which the vast multitude, who composed 
the procession supposed to be between 4 and !> thousand en- 
joyed the feast. Peace and plenty were every where predora- 
inant,and delight beamed in every countenance. So nume- 
rous a company had never sat down together to an entertain- 
ment in this city and from its great increase of population 
since that period, it is scarcely possible, that such an assets* 
blage will ever be able to find a field sufficiently spacious f« J 
iheir accommodation on this island within a suitable dislancfl^f 
from the City Hall. 

On the 13th September, the Old Congress, after a preais. 
ble, staling that the constitution reported for the people of tbi 
United Slates by the convention in Philadelphia, 17th t 
September, 1787, had been transmitted to the several le^ 
gislatures, and uhimately ratified in the manner therdli^ 
declared to be suflScient for the esiablishment of the same, 
therefore. Resolved, "That the first Wednesday in March 
next be the time, and the present seat of congress (New York) 
be the place, for commencing proceedings under the said'J 



Th:s resolution was no sooner published, than arrangoH 
ments were immediatrly made for enlarging the City Halfj 
in such a manner as to afibrd proper accommodations for the 
meetings of the Senate and House of Itepre8entB.tiv«i,aTA ■«!. 
our inhabitants were anxious, (hat this uvj s.\VQu\4'ofe^i,e;iQ^ 
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as the permanent scat of governinenl, no exertions were oriiil< 
ted to acceleratt |he work and to render the halls and otllce* 
intended for the use of the nulicnal legislature suitable for lite 
reception of that augu-i body. On ilie 4lh Murch, 1789, ihe 
delegates from the eleven alales, which i. ad tlien raiified ihe 
constilutiun, assembled in this city, in the elegant apariinent* 
I have just mentioned. On couniing the votes for President} i 
Georob Wasuinoton was unanininu«/y elected to llint dig*, 
nified office, and John Adams was chosen Vice Presi* 
dent. The election thus made of the two highest officeik 
ofilie general gov^'mment, oceasionfd the greatest joy, not 
only here, but in every other part of tiie United States, and- 
abundantly shewed, thai these distinguished citizens were the 
choice of the people. 

On the 30lh April, 1789, GeoacE Washington was in- 
augurated PRKSTDBNT OP THE UnITBD StATKS OP AuERtCA. 
The ceremony was performed in the open gallery, in front at 
the Old City Hall, in rhe presence of several thousand specta- 
tors. The oath was administered by Chancellor Livingstok^ 
Several circumstances combined to render the scene pecu*' 
liarly solemn. The presence of that inestimable man, who 
was universally esteemed as the deliverer of his country ; tbs' 
impressions of gratitude for his many and iuiporient services ;. 
the devout fervency' wilh which he took the oath, and the 
loud acclamations of the admiring multitude, which followed 
at Ihe close of the ceremony, when the chancellor pro- 
nounced, in ft very feeling manner, " Long live Gedkge 
Washington, President of thk United States ;" these 
circumstances, together with that of his being cliosen to the 
most dignified office in the United Slates, by the unanimous 
voice of bis countrymen, all conspired to place this among the 
most interesting scenes which hnd ever been exhibited in ibis 
or in any other part of the world. 
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^^fi -flw the organitation of the New Constilutian Ith MarcJh 
i7i9, to the proceseion in honour of the completion of lie 
Grand Catial,ilh November, 1325. 

Tiie new gorernroent being thus happily urgatiiacd, con- 
gress proceeded more rapidly in the discharge of the ardiioas 
duties ass'igacii them than could have been reasonably ex> 
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peeted. Though beset wilh difficuUiES on every side, -u—^ 
were the indefatigable exertions of those enligtened paIriot%!l 
that rrntn ^suliile confusion, complete order tvas speedily e»- ' 
tablished. A system of finance was formed, the plan of nbtcb 
was projected by Alexander Hamilton, the first secretatjt 
of the treasury. The part assigned him was peculiarly di^. 
cult ; but he performed it to admiration, and the almost inv; 
mediate recovery of our notion from a slate vetoing on banti» 
ruptcy and 6sing its credit on a solid foundation, w 
great measure, owing to the depth of his peneiraiioi 
State, the Treasury, and the War Departments, as we 
judiciary, were established and the wheels of government 
itrily set in motion before the close nf the lirsi session. In tin^ 
public biisinesa was conducted with sa great prudence, thai 
many of those who had from the most correct motives, been 
apposed to the new constitution, became its admirers. 

Although the inhabitants of this city had made every exer- 
tion in their power to accommodate (he national legislature in 
B manner suited lo their dignity, yet in the beginning of the 
year 1790, they passed an act for establishing a permanent 1 
seat of government, in consequence of which the neit' ' " 
was to be held in Philadelphia, and ai the end of ti 
congress was lo meet at Conogocheque, the spot 01 
the city Washington has been since erected. Every 1 
fort was used by our citizens to induce congress to reraa 
here ; and many predicted, that their removal would greatlJ 
impede our growing prosperity. Our neighbours of Philailet- 
pbia, likewise, expected that their situation would be matd'l 
rially changed in consequence of that event, "Some of the I 
blessings, anticipated in the removal of congress to this placeg^T 
says one of their writers, " are already beginning to take efifect. 
Rents have risen, and I fear will continue to rise in a shameful 
proportion." After stating that rents, in the outskirts of the 
city, had been lately increased upwards of fifiy per cent, 
he adds, "Our markets, it is expected, will also be dearer ] 
than heretofore. Whether the advaittages we shall enjoy iiri 
the removal of congress will be equivalent to those disnilvan-^ 
tages to the inhabitants, time alone will determine. 
convinced, however, if things go on in this manner, a great ■ 
majority uf our citi/.eiis will have reason to wisli tliem wi " 
settled at Conogocheque, long before our ten ifears are e 
pired." Wltat advantages or disadvantages occurred to 01 _ 
tieigliboitrs from their being honoured with the seat of governii 
mei)t.for ten years, I shall not pretend to say, Vitt\^)^*i.^T 
Uiccnain, that Uic loss occasioneAbv \Vw *«V**^'*^'^^^ 



us was not perceived liy our cilieens ai large : nor was it) per- 
haps, felt by any except a few of those who kept genteel ' 
ing houses. 

On the iSthof July, 1790, our city was visited by 28 of the 
kings, chiefs, and tvarriors of the Creek nation of Indians, 
headed by the celebrated Mr. Abtxander M'aillioray,&Tta.n 
whose letters plainly evinced the sirength of his understand- 
ing, and whose courage, integrity, and other amiable qualities, 
greatly endeared him to tho^e, who had the pleasure of his 
acquaintance. His father, who was a Scotchman, gave him 
as good an education as could then be obtained in the South- 
ern Slates, and his mother was an Indian of the Creek nation. 
From these circumstances, he was elevated by his countrymen 
tobe their cliief magistrate, and amongst, them his influence 
was unbounded. The appearance of so many aborigines, as- 
well as the importartce of their mission, naturally attracted 
general attention. During their stay here, which was about a 
month, ihey lodged at a tavern then quite in the country, 
called the Indian King, on the banks of the Hudson, near the 
spot where the state pri.ton now slands. In their intercourse 
with our inhabitants, they conducted themselves in an orderly 
manner, and though there were many singularities in their 
behaviour, there was 'Uttle of that ferocity, which is generally 
met with amongst those whom we call savages. 

Violent disputes had, for some years, existed between the 
Creeks and the inhabitants of Georgia concerning their boun- 
daries, and in consequence of mutual encroachments, the re- 
sentment of both parties had been so greatly excited as to 
require the wisdom of the general government to prevent 
their resorting to open hostilities. To effect a reconciliation, 
Clierefare, between the contending parties, was an object 
which the President had greatly at heait; and to bring it 
about no mode presented itself so likely to ensure success 
as that of prevailing on a number of the principal men of the 
Creek nation, with M'GJllivray at their head, to comelo this 
city. The United Stales had determined, that in the settle- 
ment of Their aflhirs, they should be treated with justice and 
humanity; and it was hoped, that in their journey to and 
from their nation to ihe seal of government, they would be 
able to forni some idea of the extent of our power, and from 
tlience draw the important conclusion, that we would never 
allow [hem to encroach upon our rights or annoy our citizens 
with impunity. 

The Treaty of peace and friendship, between the United 
Stales and the Creeks having been concluded, by Gbnehai 
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Knox, secretary at war, and commissioner od the pait of t1 
United States, and Col. M'Gillivray in behaifofthe Creekl 
the vice president of the United Slates, both houses of c 
gress, the heads of department, the governor uf the state, andl 
a great concourse of citizens, assembled in the chamber of thg I 
house of representatives on the niorning of the 13tli AuggM ] 
1790, to witness its ratification. At 12 o'clock, the president I 
and his suite, Colonel Al'Gilltvray, the kings, chiefs, iind war- 
riors of the Creek nation having likewise arrived, the treaty 
was read in a slow and deliberate manner, after which the 
president addressed the chiefs, in a short speech, in tvh ch be 
expressed his conviction, that the terms of the treaty weiejust 
and equal, nnd eiplaimd the mutual duties, which it enjoined- ■ 
on the contracting parlies. This address was communicate^ I 
to the chiefs, sentence by sentence, by Mr. Cornell, swom " 
interpreter, a Scotchman, who had resided amongst them 
for many years, and to all and etery part of the said 
treaty, when thus explained to them, the Creeks gave an 
audible assent. This important instrument was then sighed 
by the president and the representatives of the Creek nativn. 
A string of beads, as a tnken of perpetual peace, and a papar 
of tobacco to be smoked ia remembrance of it were pre- 
sented to Mr. M'Gillivray, who on receiving the tokeas 
made a short but pertinent reply. This being ended, all t' '~ 
Creeks shook hands with the president, and the whole of tl 
interesting and solemn ceremony, which many of our c' ' 
[well remember, was concluded with a song of peace. 

Almost immediately after the ratilicalion of the treaty, th«^ 
Creeks set out for the land of their nativity ; but the peae* I 
was not so firmly established between us and those sons of ibc J 
forest, as our government had fondly imagined, 
lo be lamented, that as the Georgians felt prneer and forgot 
right, they paid little attention to the treaty. They then 
wished, as they have ever since, to gi*' unconditional posses- 
aion of the remaining territory of these inoffensive people, and 
from what we have lately seen, there is reason to fear, that j 
without any regard lo right or iBrong, they will a 
till they shall accomplish their nefarious purpose. 

We have no account of the yellow fever having made it 
appearance in tliis city from the year 1742 till I at 
autumn of 1791, when it broke out in the vicinity of Burliq^ i 
slip ; and though from the advanced period of the season, U 
which it commenced, it was confined within narrow limits, 
and soon checked by the frost, it did not subside till it cui 
off several respectable citizens, amon^sV viUomw^a^jii&tt* 
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Malcolm, !l native of Scotland, who had greatly (lis ling ubhei} 
himself during ihe revolutioaary war. W e are lold, that all our 
physicians were, at that lime, unacquainted w rib the nature 
of the disease except the late respectable Dr. James Tlllary, 
who had seen it in the' West Indies, and the venerable Drs. 
John Carleion and John Bard, who remembered its ravages 
in this city in 1743. Since that lime it has visired us so often, 
(hat we have few physicians who are not well acquainted with 
its appearance, character, and best mode of cure. 

On February 5th 1793, the national assembly of France 
declared war against Great Brilnin and Holland. In the fol- 
lowing autumn, a bloody bsllle was fought olf Sandy Hook, 
between the British frigate ISoston and thi* French frigate 
L'Ambuscade, the former of which, having lust her captaia, 
went to Halifax, and the latter came up to this city, where on 
the day fallowing twu French ships of the line and some other 
vessels of war, likewise arrived. The officers and crews of 
this squadron were highly caressed by our fellow citizens. 
Although our immortal Washington had loinely issued bis 
proclamation <>njoiDing on ihe part of the United States a 
strict neutrality, the partiality of the people, in general, was 
Strong in favour of France, and had it not been for the prudent 
and energetic measures of the executive to correct the torrent 
of popular opinion, we should have been plunged in that 
dreadful war, which, for so many years, deluged Europe in 

In the autumn of this year, Philadelphia wag dreadfully- 
afflicted by yellow fever, 4041 persons having died in the 
cily, from the commencement to the termination of the 
disease. Our citizens being greatly alarmed, a proclamation, 
was issued, prohibiting the fugitives from that city la land here, - 
till after an absence from It of a certain number of days; but 
the prohibition could Dot be enforced. Many of the Philadel-. 
phians eluded the vigilance of the guards, and several of them 
sickened and died amongst us ; but our city remained fully as 
healthy as usual, during the whole season. In the year 1795j, 
however, the disease appeared amongst us about the fiisi of, 
August, and seven hundred and ihirty-two persons ditd before 
it subsided. 

But in the year 1798, the yellow fever paid us a more 
dreadful visit than it is probable that it had ever done before ; 
and though we have been repeatedly afflicted with il since that 
period, viz: in the years 1799, 1800, 1803, 1805, and in 
1823,it in none of ihose years was productive of so dreadful 
effects. From the latter end of July, when it first made it^ 
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^pearaDcfl to the beginDing of November, when it ceased, the 
dralha aniounted to 2086, to which may be ailded two or 
three hundred of ihoMC who had fled — an awful number, par- 
ticularly if we consider (hat more [ban one third of the ■■■ 
habitants, wbo at that time did not exceed ^3,000, had left ' 
the city. Never was the humaf.ity of a people more con-" 
spicuous than that of the Americans on this dreadful calamiiy, 
Frotn most Slates in the Union, liberal contributions of money,j 
provisions, and fuel, were poured in for the relief of the IndK 
gent. A similar spirit of philanthropy had been displayed 
towards the Philadelphians in the autumn of 1793. 

On 13th December 1789, the illustrious General Was»- 
INUTUx quit thiB mortal «xia(cn«o Dl Mount Vcmon, after a 

few days illness. Tliis event occasioned great lamentation 
throughout every part of the United States, and no where 
nere the manifestations of sorro» more apparent than in this 
city. On the 31st December, agreeably to previous anange- 
inents, the whole of the military belonging lo the city, with 
many from llie neighbouring counties, the masonic lodges, the 
most rcspeeiuble societies, foreigners of distinction, the Ho- 
nourable the Common Council, and an immense concourse of 
citizens, joined in Pbocessio?i, from the park, wh 
formed, through most of the principal streets to Si. Paul's 
Church. The military marched in reversed order, and i ' ' 
reversed arms tB solemn music, while the hells loUed, and J 
minute guns were fired from the battery. The whole of th»'3 
business was conducted with the ulraost solemnity, and in ^ 
such a manner as to leave a deep impression on the minds of 
the citizens of the irrepur.ible loss which they bad suslsined a 
the death of their Conuok father. The procession went on in 
awful stillness, and there were few indeed, in whose counle- 
nancps the gloom of sadness was not depicted. The Reverend 
the Clergy walked in full dress, with white scarfs, and twenty- 
four beautiful girls, in white robes, scarfs, and lurtians, strewed 
laureli as they went along. The Funebal Urn, with its deciK 
rations, was supported by eight soldiers (with others attending 1 
for relief ) upon a Bike, in form of a palanquin, six feet by ' 
four. This elegant assemblage of emblems consisted of a , 
superb funeral urn three feet in height, a spread ea^le with hit 1 
wings drooping, and several others equally appropriate, which ,j 
my limits do not permit me to mention. 

As soon as ihe procession had been sealed in the church, 
music suited to the occasion was performed, a prayer was 
offered up lo the Most High by the \iiW Ri^'ftx. '^*-s«*H»i. 
BisBor Pmovost, and an oration on t^e t\iaTOt\R^ tt^4.\i»v«'s 
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oTlbe (lecfnsed, nas delivered bj the late Honourable Gou- 
VBKKEVK MoBRis. AAer ifae solemn services of the tempio 
bad concludeil, the bier was deposited in the cemetery and the 
lift military honours perrormeri over it. 

On the titli January 1800, CoDgresa recommended that the 
22d February next (being Washinoton's birth day) should 
be observed asaday of mouroingthroughoutlhe United Stares. 
The inhabitants of this city, nottvith standing the aforesaid 
splendid procession, paid due attention to the recommenda-> 
lion. In the forenoon an eulogium on the deceased was de- 
livered by the late Rev. Dr William Lisn, in the Middle 
Dutch church, and an oration suitable to the occasion in 
the Brick church, in the sifiemoan, by tbe Rev. Dr. John M. 
Mason. • 

Ills stratige, that though the New-Yorkers then did and 
siill do profess tlie greatest veneration for the character of 
Washington, and though they have repeatedly talked upon 
the subject, they have as yet trected no monument to his 
memory. It is well, however, that by the eminent services 
which he lius rendered to his country, and the uniform cor- 
rectness of his conduct, in every station, whether as a general, 
a statesman, or a private citizen, he has reared a monument 
for himself, which icill be far more durable than any which 
can befortacd of brass or atone, or even of adamant. 

In July 1804, our citizens were ogain called lo mourn the 
loss of n most eminent statesman, whose residence had lieen 
constantly amongst us from his juvenile years till the day that 
he closed his mortal career, except when honourably and 
usefully employed in the service of his country, either in tlie 
cabinet or in the field, whose loss was the more lamented 
ns we well knew bis many excellent qualities in private as 
well as public life, and as he left in this city his amiable wife 
a widow, and seven promising children fatherless. My read- 
ers will perceive, that I allude to the death of General H.\M11.- 
TON, who fell in the 48Ih year of his age, and in the midst of 
his usefulness, not in the course of nature, nor in the field of 
battle; but a victim to the barbarous practice of duelling, bv 
the hands of AAito.v Burr, who scot the challenge, and which 
the deceased, from a mistaken sense of honour, unfoilunatelv 
accepted; though on moral and religious principles he had 
long been opposed lo this savage mode of settling differences. 
On the morning of July lith the parties met on a secluded 
spot near (he river Hudson, about half a mile above Weehawk 
ferry, N, J. On the first fire-from Burr, the general received 
his mortal waund ; but it appeared that agreeablv to an inten- 
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tion which he had exjiressed to his aecond, a few days previous 
to the meeting, as well as Troin the contents of b written paper 
found amongst some others soon after his death, the geoeral 
took no aim at his antagonist ; but discharged his pistol in a 
diSereni direction. Immediatety after his fall, he was brought 
over to this city, where he expired on the afternoon of the day 
following at Ihe home of his relation Joun B. Cbuech, Esq. 
in Kobinson-slreet, now I'ark place. From the slaiements 
published by the Rev. Dr. John M. Mason and the late Right 
Rev. Bishop Moore, both of whom, at liis request, visited him 
in his last illness, and from the last of whom he received the ho- 
ly sacrament, it appears, that notwithstanding the severity of 
his BulTerings, he still retained the full use of his poweiful mind. 
To these gentlemen, as well as to the few others who were ad- 
mitted to see him, he expressed his full belief in the truth of the 
Christian religion, and his hopes of entering into everlastil 
bliss in and through the merits of our blessed Uedeemer. 

The melancholy tidings of ilie General's decease was 
known throughout the city, and few persona were to be 
whose countenances did not express the deep sorrow, i 
they felt at heart. The citizens of New- York, at lcwtfor< 
time, forgot that party rancour which had so long separated 
friends. But why should 1 confine my obsefvaliona to 
city. Party rage was overwhelmed in a flood of lamentation, 
through every part of the United States, and men of oppos'' 
political sentiments united in unfeigned eulogiums on the ^li 
did talents, the pure patriotism, the spotless integrity and the' 
noble disinterested nature of the much lamented Hamiltoit. < 

The citizens having determined, that there shoidd be ftt 
solemn procession at his funeral, which was to take place 
on the 14th instant, the common council resolved, that 
they would attend in a body, that the bells should be 
tolled, &c. On the day appointed, the procession composed 
of the Militia, the Cincinnati, the Reverend the Clergy of all 
denominations, the Common Council, foreigners of distinc- 
tion, the gentlemen of the bar, students of law and of the 
college, incorporated bodies, societies, &c. followed by a great 
number of citizens, moved from I'ark place, at 11 o'clock, 
and afler proceeding in a slow manner through the principal 
sireets,arrived at Trinity Churchabout ^o'clock. Theilon. J 
GoiTVBRNBUR Morris, with the general's four sons, mounted*; ^ 
stage, which had been erected in the portico ofthe church, and 
afler being seated for a short time, he arose and delivered 
a short, eloquent and truly pathetic eula^ittm qv\ t;\* *s^ 
ceased friend, in ivhich he catefuWy a\o\4ed mvj sa-'it'*'^'''*^ 
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which could have the leaat lendeocy lo irritate the niinds of 
his auditors. When he came to the close, he pointed to ihc 
general's four sons, and represenied the situation in which his 
family was placed in conGequence of bis sudden death, in so 
feeling b manner, thai lew uf those who heard him remuned 
unmoved. Most of them shed tears. The orator having con> 
eluded, the funeral service was tben read, after which the body 
wa« interred with military honours. His brethren of ihe Cin- 
cianati caused an elegant monument to be erected over hia 
grave. 

The St. Andrew's Society of this city, of which he was a 
member, his father having been born in Scotland, to natives of 
which country, and tlieir deBcendanta, membership is, in thia 
institution, axclusively confined, caused a very handsome ' 
monument to be erected over the spot on which he fell. This 
remained till within these few years, when it whs demolished. 
Hither, since the death of Hamilton,* rash individuals had 
reMrted, ai different limes, to settle their disputes in what tliey 
deemed ^a honourable teaif ; but the few peaceable perswns 
who reside in thai vicinity, greatly disliked such visitors. 
They shuddered at the idea of the soil of Weefaawk being 
again stained with human blood, of which they were appre- 
hensive that this monument might prove the innocent cause. 
It was, therefore, privately destroyed. Without such an 
apology, their conduct would be viewed in as bad a light ai 
that of the Goths and Vandals of antiquity. 

The ensuingwinter was the moat severe of any which we had 
experienced since that of 17 SO. Several personscrossedonthe 
ice from this ciiy to the Jersey shore, and althou^ they relumed 
in safety, it was certainly a hazardous undertaking. Fuel, dur- 
ing the winter, was scarce and dear. The price of a load of 
oak-wood was from ^ to $0. 

In the year 1803 our city was visited by the yellow fever. 
It commenced abnut 26ih July, end continued lo prevail, in a 
greater or less degree, till ihe beginning of November, during 

* From the favouralile manner in wtiich I have reprcsBnlcd the de- 
ctatei, •omc unihinkiiig persona may uccuie tat of bein^ Bciuuled ^;' 
parly apirit; bul, Ifl know my own heart, 1 am under no audi influeocr. 
I have written eiactly as I ihink, and Ihoie who were in Ihe city about 
Ibt time of hi) fuoeral. nil] well remember, that hII men, of whatever 
lioUlicalopinioai, with Ihe eicepiion of a few violcnl parti««n» of Col. 
Kurr, eipreUFd the very same aenliioeDla ai I do at preaenl. A» ho 

of ihcie Ihe raih act which lermiitated bij mortal career, waa by far 
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frbicli lime 67O persons fell victims to its fury. About t 
middle of June in 1804, tile same disease broke out in 
village ef Brooklyn, between whicli and this city there is o 
the Enst river, about three quarters ofa mile in width. AboM 
forty persons died of it from its commencement to tlie oceul- • 
I'encc of frost. Although several of the inhabitants of that 
village bad come ttver to this city and di^d in the houses of 
their friends, our board of health knew of no instance in whicli 
it proved contagious to those who anended them. We re-, J 
m a in ed exempt from pestilence during that season. 1 

In 1805 the same scourge made its appearance in this cilj. ' 
It began about the middle of July. During the early period 
of this epidemic, nearly all tlte cases took place on the Eastern 
side of the city, in Front, Water, and Pearl streets, and prin- 
cipally below Burling slip. They afterwards became more 
g ener all V diffused. The alarm was great, and many of our 
inhabitants fled soon aller its commencement, in consequence 
of which the progress of the disease was greatly checked. 
Between the ISth July and 1st November, 280 persons fell 
victims to this destroyer. I well remember, that in this year,^ 
the panic was much greater than it had been in 1803. Ths ij 
many who sought safety by flight, started at an early pe> 1 
riod ; thus the city was soon greatly thinned, and the ma^ I 
lignant spark, which had been kindled, being, in a great .J 
measure, deprived of the necessary fuel, could not occasion 10 M 
great a conflagration. Immediately after the return of our ■ 
fugitives, the Common Council directed a jury list 10 be made ] 
out, agreeably to " An act of the legislature for regulating 
trials of issues and for returning able and sufficient juries, 
passed 31st March, 1801. They also caused an enumeration 
of those who had left the city, during the prevalence of the ma- , 
lignant fever, as also, of the whole number of the inhabitanta -^ 
to be taken. 
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Thus out of 75.770, the population or' ihe whole city, in the 
year 1805, 26,996, thai is, aboui one ihird of the whole, fled ; 
but if I confine my observations to the first four wards, in 
which the number of iithabitants was llien 32,834, no less than 
20,545, that is two thirds, wisely look their departure, and 
thus not only ensured their own safety, but also greatly promo- 
ted that of those who remained- From an inspection of the 
aforesaid Table, it may be seen, that in the flight, which then 
so generally look place, the inhabltanis of the 3lh and 9tli 
wards had no share. They well knew, that from the purity of 
the air, they were as safe from the danger of the pestilence, 
which prevailed in the other wards, by following their business 
al home,as if they had resided in the Western wilderness. .^ 

On June lOih 1 S12, war was declared by the United States 
against Great Britain. The act passed the Senate, yeas 19^ 
nay 13, and in the House of Representatives by a majority of 
30. On the 3d November following, Governor Tompkins, in 
hia address to the legislature of this stale, made the fallowing 
pertinent observations respecting the aforesaid proceeding 
of Congress. "Notwithstanding," says he, "differences of 
opinion may exist upon a variety of local and other subjects, 
yet in the propriety of respecting and yielding our exertions 
to support the national will, constitutionally expressed, and to 
preserve the rights, character, and honour of the American 
nation unimpaired, we must all heartily join." In this city 
there was considernble doubt in the minds of many respecting 
Ihe necessity of our having resorted to hostilities against Great 
Britain; for though it was unanimously admitted, that the 
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injuries which had been heaped upon us by that nation were 
highly provoking, it was thought that liie declaration of — ^- 
WBS impolitic and premiiture, as we were then but Ihtle 
pared for entering in a contest with an adversary possessed 
of ao many means of distressing usj ihaiour nade and com- 
merce woii\6 be, in a great measure annihilated ; that the ex- 
penditure of blood and treasure would be great beyonil calcula- 
tion, while the result of all our privations and sacrifices, was 
extremely doubtful. 

But (hough such hud been the objections of many of our 
good citizens, to the honour of the ISew Yorkers be it said, 
that when they found that war had been declared by our consti- 
tuted anthorities in the manner prescribed by the constitution, 
opposition, in general, ceased, and not a few of our wealthy 
inhtibitants, who had been averse to hosiile measures, liberally 
contributed to the support of their country. Sometime after- 
wards when fortifications began to be erected for the defence 
of the city, all classes united in gratuitously lending their 
helping hand. Masons, carpenters, (:artmen, shoemakers, ano^ 
in fine men of all trades and avocations, as well as the diflet^j 
ent incorporations and societies, turned out, in distinct bodief^^ 
to labour on the projected works, from day to day, as theyi 
could find room ; for so many different bodies would fre- 
quently oQer their services at one lime, that ihey were often 
obliged to wait their turn before they could be gratified. 
Never did the inhabitants of any city display more nesl in 
making preparations for its defence than those of New York a 
did upon this occasion. fl 

Within four months afier the declaration of war, there were ■ 
fitted out and sent to sea from this port, tweniy-six privateers, 
carrying 212 guns, and 2239 men. Indeed the ocean swarm- 
ed with American privaleers ; and the British commerce, in 
every quarter of the globe, severely felt the effects of our 
valour and enterprise. In the short period of six months, 
319 British vessels, three of them frigates of the first class, 
others ships of war of a smaller size, and the residue valuable 
merchantmen, were either destroyed at sea or brought into 
port by our public and private vessels ; and it was estimated 
that the damage done to the British commerce e.\ceeded J 
$12,000,000. On the 4lh December 1812, the frigate Uniieifl 
States, commanded by Commodore Decatur, wiih her prizsl 
ihe British frigate Macedonian, which had been taken «n the * 
25th October, arrived at New London ; from whence tUc^ 
Boon after came round to this port, wtiete, 'U neeA %<::&t^^-^ \k. 
mentioned, that they were greeted wUHa maixVtK&iVj ^^i^tsoA 



i 



132 THE CITI OP KEW-YORK 

fn consequence of tbe f>luoiu which hatl oTerspread 
of OUT citiiens since (he newa of the disgraceful surrender to 
the British of the gBrrison of Detroit, with the American army, 
iTonsisting of 3000 men, by their commander General Hull,"', 
on the ifith Auguat, thej wanted something to exhilarate their 
spirits, and nothing coutd have more efTeciually answered the 
purpose than the arrival of the victorious Dgc&tuh with liis 
prize. The ciiiKens complimented the Commodore and his 
oHicers to a splendid en lerlai anient, where he had the pleasure 
of meeting with his brothers hi victory, Commodore Hi'll 
and Captain Joszs. On the day following, the corporatioo 
gave a dinner lo the gallant crew, exceeding four hundred, in 
the same superbly decorated hall in which their officers had 
dined on the day preceding. From thence they marched in pro- 
cession to the theatre, at the proper hour, the band of the 
Macedonian playing their favourite tune, " Yankee Doodle." 
Their correct and decorous conduct during the whole day and 
evening, did them great honour, and convinced our citizens 
that they could maintain the same order in the midst of amuse- 
ment as they had done when conquering the enemy- 

On the 13th June 1813, a bloody engagement took place 
off Boston, between the Britbh frigate the Shannon, and the 
American frigate the Chesapeake. The latter was taken, but 
not before her commander, Captain Lawrenck, was mortally 
wounded, as well as Mr. Luolow, his first lieutenant. On the 
arrival of the vessels at Halifax, they were buried with the 
highest naval and military Iienours. From thencetheir bodies 
were removed to Salem, Massachusetts, where, on August 
ISIth, they were interred with funeral honours; but as the 
friends and relations of the deceased were desirous that their J 
remains siiould be deposited in this city, where the widow ofd 
Capt. Lawrence, and the families of both resided, they were , 
brought here by land, and finally interred in the cemetery 
of Trinity church, with that respect which was due to their 

The frigate President, with three or four vessels of inferior i 
force, destined for the Ea^t indies, had been detained in this \ 
harbour from the middle of December 1813; but were so 
dosely walched by a far superior force, that they could not 

" As soon aa Hull was cichiiDged, B court martial was ordered for his 
trial, whleli comincDced nt Altiuny on the 3d Januar; ISl'l. After a 
seision of 80 days, he was faund guilty of cowantice, nod aenlencrd to 
be Bhol Id death '> but io consequeDce of hie revoiutioiiiu'.f lerricti and 
advanced age, be wat recommended Id mercy. The preiident appiovei! 
fbe sentence, spareil his life, Bod ordered his qbjiic to be sirtich. ftdDi 
Kfi» roll of fhe army. 
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escape tiUJanuary 13 ih IS14, when all i be ships except tl 
President got out to sea. On the duy ensuing, Decatur la 
lowed, when in passing the bar, his ship grounded and leceivMl 1 
cwisiderable damage. It would have been well if he had re- 1 
turned. After sailing about lii'ty miles along ibe South side 
of Long Island, he was proceeding on his course, when at 
day-break, on the 15lh, he discovered thai he was chased by 
four large ships, from which he, in vain, ntleoipted to escape. 
He defended liis ship as long as was consistent with propriety, 
and after 25 of bis hrave crew had been kilted, and 35 wound- 
ed, he was obliged to yield to so vast !i superiority. 

On the llth Februaiy 1815, the long wished for, but very 
unexpected news of peace, arrived in this ciiy, and afforded m 
tlie greatest satisfaction to men or all parties, to federalists and J 
republicans, to the friends of the administration and itsoppo^^ 
nents, who all united in celebrating the happy event. On the ^ 
very evening on which the agreeable intelligence reached us, 
our city was p irtly illurainaled, which was in a few days there- 
after followed by more e;i tensive demonstrations of Joy. The 
definitive treaty of peace was agreed upon by the cooimis*.'] 
sioners at Ghent, December 24th 1624, ratified by the Prince 1 
Regent on the 27th following, arrived iu this city on the iJthj j 
and at Washington on the 13th February, where it was ratified^ 
by the President and Senate, on the 17(h following. 

Tr the summer of 1 822, we* were visited by the yellow 
The disease, in that season, made its appearance in a differ^ 
quarter friun thai in which it had commenced its eperations 
former years. It had formerly always begun soiuewher 
on the East river, but then it was first seen in Rector-sireei 
towards the North river, a part of the city which had beefl 
TieretofoYe deemed peculiarly healthy. And as its devasia 
tions were chiefiy confined to that vicinity it was called tbj 
"Infected dialrici." 

Between 17th of June, when the disease coQituenced, to ti 
^d of November, when it terminated, the number of deatlq 
were 1286, of which, owing to the blessing of God, i 
limeous and salutary measures adopted by the board ofhealH 
to check its career, there were only 240 by yellow fever. > 

I now come to an event which will long be remembereS 
with pleasure by the inhabitants of this metropolis. On Sun- 
Jay I5ih August, General La Favetts, who had for some 
time been anxiously looked for, arrived at Slaten Island, 
where he remained at the mansion of his excellency the late 
Daniel D. Tompkins, then vice president of t-h* ^■wAkA- 
States, till the day fallowing, when he mait V\^ '5>iJi\tt^- 
^ M . _ 



134 THB CITY or N8W-V0BK 



(ranee into ihia city. To this illustrious man, the United 
States are more indebted for that liberty and independence 
which ihey now enjoy, than to any individual no* living. 
His graiuiioiii and highly important services as a Major 
General in our army, his unceasing exertions to procure aid 
froro France, and hia repealed and very liberal supplies of 
mgney for ihe use of our half naked and suffering soldiers, 
during the revolutionary war, were still fresh in the minds of 
our fcjlaw citizens. Hence he was treated with a most cor- 
dt&l welcome — a degree of rapture almosi bordering on en- 
ifausiasm. Me landed at Castle Garden amidst the acclama- 
tions of many thousands, the ringing of bells, and the firing 
ofcannnns. All the merchant and coasting vessels in our 
harbour hoisted their colours, and the ships of war, packets 
and numerous sieam boats, were decorated with flags of 
different nations in the most elegant manner. In short, no 
demonstration of joy, which the ingenuity of our citizens could 
invent, was wanting to express the pleasure which was so ge- 
nerally felt on the arrival of this veteran hero, this distinguish- 
ed Guest of the Nation, at our metropolis. After tarrying 
a short time at Castle Garden, he was escorted to the City 
Hall, where he was received in form by the Common GDUncil, 
and addressed in a very appropriate speech by the Hon. Wm. 
PAtiLPiNG, junr then mayor,lo which he made an aflectionatc 
and very'suitable reply. From (hence he was conducted to the 
lodgings, previously provided for him, by the Common Coun- 
cil, at Mr. Bunker's splendid hotel in Bmadway. During his 
short residence amongst us, he visited our navy yard and 
garrisons, our public institutions, theatres, cScc, and was every 
where received with that gratitude, to which, from his eminent 
services, he was so justly entitled. He daily kept a levee, at 
certain hours, in the City Hall, wbeie lie was incessantly 
visited by crowds uf citizens, with whom he conversed with 
great familiarity, and readily shook hands with every one,wlin 
came forward for that purpose. 

The time of his departure having arrived, he was escorted 
by a numerous detachment of artillery, infantry, and cavalry, 
to Kingsbridge, wheie they took an affectionate leave of their 
noble and amiable friend. Although, when he landed at this 
port, he «'B3 in the 68th year of his age, and walked lame in 
consequence of his wound, he, in the space of thirteen months, 
visited most of the principal places in the United States, from 
N«rth to South, and from East to West ; and so ardent was 
hJi desire to behold the vast improvements, which, since his 
fast vhil, bad taken place in every part of our country, (hat 
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it is highly probable he travelled wiih mare despalch a 
made greater progress than had ever been done in The Unit 
Stales by any one, whether young or old. Od the l3tU of^^ 
September, after taking an nlfectionale leave of the President, ' 
and headii of deparimeni, he preceeded to the frigate Brandy- 
wine, Coniniodorc Moiigis, which had been fitted up for his 
accommiHlation, and in which he landed al Havre November 
following. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

tkort account of tuc rite, progress, and eompktion of tke 
Great Canal, and of the grand celebration, which took 
place in this city on that autpicioui occatioii 

Tbb ciiizens of ibis state may be proud on reading the I 
lowing notice taken of this stupendous wi<rk, in Blackwood'^ 
Magazine, a journal by on means noted lor partiality te(hi»_ 
country. " There dues not exist, at this lime, on the whole 
face of the earth, any district more flourishiiig, more improv- 
ing, m<ire enterprising, than the state of New ¥oik. The 
great canal, which beggars ti> insignificance all simitar under- 
takings in the old world, and which in paint of extent is the 
largest line o( continued labour in the world, after the wall 
of China, is ofilself a sufficient proof and illustration of this 

There is even al this period some ilonbt with respect ti 
person who first conceived the vast idea of uniting the w: 
of Lake Erie with those of the Atlantic ocean, by a Obeav 
Canal As the Hon. Gouverneur Morris had made a louc 
through the western parts of this stale in the summer of 1800, 
during which lime he viewed lakes Ontario and Erie with 
great attenlion, and made himself well acquainted with the 
soil and situation of the different streams with which the 1 
western uuutry was watered, it is highly probable that tieW 
was the first who conceived the practicability of carrying such I 
a project to a happy conclusion. He clearly foresaw the 1 
incalculable benefits which would result to the stale when such 
a work should be finished. His expectations on this point 
"iiere undoubtedly sanguine. But it will readily be admitted, 
that it is far more easy to form correct notions of a great and 
useful project than to put ihem in execution. Hence though 
lie who devised the plan of our Great CaRiVmeuxa tanmntvi&a.- 
lion^ the man iiho b_y his unceasing exeiV\oQ& sMiTO«\H\\Ri ««e.i^ 
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tlifiirulty thrown in ihe way, and got it carried into complete ^ 
operation is evidently entitled to much more. 

I am far from wishing xo detract from tlie merits of Mr. 
Morris ; but it may be asserted without lear ul' contradiction, 
that had it not been for the comprehensive genius and unre- 
mitted exertions of Dbwitt Clinton, uiir present gavetnor^' 
■lie grand canal which has been lately finished, would have 
still remained in embryo. Il was he who proposed, and who 
lifter ovcrcorning the many ditficulties which had lieen thrown 
in liie way, bad the principal agency in bringing to a happy 
terrainalion this stupendous work. 

The danger and folly of party spirit was never more appa- 
rent than in the early opposition to the commencement of the 
canal, wliich its enemies, by way of derision, denominated 
CUnlon's big ditch. So long as the great event of the under- 
taking appeared doubtful, they readily allowed tliat he was the 
sole adviser of the measure; and if from any cause whatever, 
Ihe.plan had not been completely esecuied, they would have 
blamed him withotit mercy as the principal cause of involving 
the slate in a very enormous and useless expenditure. When 
they found, however, that the work would certainly be com- 
pleted in a less time than its friends had at first imagined, and 
that further opposition would be of no av.iil, they came forward 
to acknowledge their error and to appropriate to themselves, if 
passible, the merit of prosecuting and bringing it to a happy 
conclusion. Bui in order that they might be able to elTecC 
their purpose, it was deemed necessary to remove their chief, 
commissioner. 

Mr. Clinton had been a leading member of the Canal board 
for 14 years ; he had been ever at his post and indcfatigably 
attentive to the object of his appointment, the great work 
was rapidly progressing and in a short time would have been 
finished. At this very juncture, towards the close of the session 
of 182-1, they removed that gentleman from ihe Canal Board. 
Never had the proceedings of our legislature roused the aston- 
ishment and indignation of our citizens so much as this did. — 
Meetings were immmediaiely called throughout the slate, and 
the peoplp in genera! did every thing in their power to remove 
from themselves the stain of insratitud^. A very numerous 
meetingwas held in the parkin this city on the igthMay i^2A, 
where after appointing William Fbw chaimian and John 
RathboNB Junior, secretary, ihey unanimously passed eight 
resolutions, the fourth of which is in the following words : 
"Resolted, That we consider De \\^iit Clinton pre-eminently 
asefal tolheagejln which lie lives and that for 14 years of pub- 
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1 the prosecution of the great Northern aod 
Western Canals, without salary or reward, he ia richly entitled 
to the gratitude ol the people of the state of IS'ew-Yotk, to the 
gratitude of the nation at large, since they are national works, 
and to the gratitude of posterity, since they will benefit all 
future generations." They represented his removal as an act 
degrading to the state, a violation of justice, an outrage on 
public opinion and a serious injury to the highest interests 
of the stale and Ihej declared that notwithstanding his 
removal, their confidence in his capacity and integrity and 
their respect for his public und private life was unimpaired. 
A committee of thirty was uppointed to communicate the 
proceedings of Ibis meeting to De Witt Clinton and to give 
them publicity throughout the stale. " 

Respecting the early difficulties, which were opposed to 
the commencement of the canal and the means by which they 
were obviated, Mr. Clinton thus happily expresses himself in 
his reply to the New- York Address" At the coninienceaieai of 
the year I8i6, a few individuals held a consultation in the city 
of New- York, for the purpose uf calling the public attention 
to the contemplated Western and Northern Canals. The dif- 
ficulties t« be surmounted were of the most formidable aspect. 
The state in consequence of her patriotic exertions during (he 
war, WHS considerably embarrassed i-) her finances; ac.rrent 
of hostility had set in against the project ; and the prelimina- 
ry measures however well intended, ably devised or faithfully 
executed, had unforiunately increased, instead of allaying pre- 
judice. And such was the weight of these and other consider- 
Btiong, that the plan was generally viewed as abandoned. — 
Experience evinces, that it is much easier to originate a mea- 
sure successfully, tlian it is to revive otw, which has been al- 
ready unfavourably received. Nolh withstanding those ap- 
palling obstacles, which weie duly considered, a public meet- 
ing was called, of which William BAVAitn was chairman and 
John Pintakd secretary; a memorial in favour of the ca- 
nal policy was read and approved and a correspondent spirit, 
which induced the legislature to pass a law authorizing surveys 
and eiaminations, toolt place in evey pari of the stale.' 

On April l^lh 1816, "An act was passed providing for the 
improvement of the internal navigation of the stale and an ap- 
propriation ufA20,000 was made lo defray the expenseof 
surveys &c. The report of the CGmmissioners at the next ses- 
sion of the Legislature, respecting iheir proceedings presented 
such conclusive evidence, in favour of the ^to^'^^^'^^'^'^^'^^^^ 
anact was passed, Aprils, 1817 •, tiimo\. •flWVw&'Cvift. 
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deodei] opposiiion, prondiog famb lor praceeding in AeaSaT 
eiecuiTon of the desigD, wluck wai desdned lo connect lh« At- 
lantic Ocean with Lalie Erie bjr • Gbaki^ Caral, whidi was 
to have a sarf-tce o( iony fe«t in breadtti, declined to eighteen 
fei-t at bottom and containing a depth of Ibor leet oCwxteTiSuf- 
licient for x:onveying vesseb of more than oni; hundred 1«d»* 
burthen. 

Celebration of the completion of the Grand Canal, Ath Nor. 

The long eipected day so glorions for the city and state 
, with all ilB pomp and circumstances has passed^nd its tnci- 
denu like the fragments of a splendid Tision, are now floating in 
bright and glowing masses, through our imagination. But the 
pageant was too brilliant and the scenes loo various for the 
memory to cFtain more titan certain vague impressions, no 
less beautiful than indistinct. Those who saw the magnifi-- 
cenl scene, will, at once, admit that it cannot be painted in 
language, and those who had not that happiness must content' 
iliemselves with the assurance, that our best endeavours to 
convey to them an adequate idea of its grandeur will fail. 

The grand fleet arrived in our waters from Albany about 
fi o'clock in the morning and came too near the Stale Prison. 
The roar of cannon and tlie merry pealsof our numerous bells 
{greeted the sun as he rose in a clou:lless sky. In a few momenls 
afterwards, signals were given by the flag ship, and the various 
jlags, banners and ather decorations were run up, as ifat (he 
command of a magician. The fleei consisted of the Chancel-- 
lor Livingston, Captain Lock wood, under the special direction* 
of Charles Rhinu Esq. acting as admiral, assisted hy Com- 
modore Wiswall, having in tow the elegant c.inal packet boat 
"The Seneca chief, of Buiralo,"the Constitution, captain Bar- 
tholoraew, having in low the Rocheslei' boat "Young Lion of 
ihe West" on board of which among other productions of the 
West, weretwo living wolves, a fawn, a (ox, four racoons, and 
two eagles. Other bfKits regularly followed, the names of 
which roy limits do not permit m»- to mention. All these vessels 
having got in their projier places, the new and superb steam 
boat Washington, Captain E. S. Bunker came up, bearing the 
^reat banner of the corporation, representing In dark flgure~>' 
the arms of the city upon n snow while ground. This is a 
boat of large dimensions, beautiful model and superbly tinisli- 
.■d throughout, uniting all the iroprovements in steam boat ar- 
'biiecture. She was decorated in a more superb manner than 
'•snpossJblj- be described. She ntn along side of (lie Chan' 
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cellor and a comminee of (he corporallon with a commiuee of 
officers of the Governor's guard came on board lo lender his 
Excellency their congratulations on his snival in our waters 
from those of Lake Erie. In performing (his duij, Aldermut 
Cowdrey delivered ihe following address ; — 

"Geniknen, — Upon tliis auspicious eecaston, when tl 
Grand Lakes of North America are, by means of our canals, 
be united with the Ocean and in consequence of tliis, the state 
New York is to become more than ever, a cenoicling 
porlani member of the American confederacy, we are deputed 
by ibe corporation of the city of New York, in behalf of thenv 
selves and their constituents, to welcome you to iheir shores and 
waters, to reciprocate your congratulations and to request your 
acceptance of their most cheerful hospitalities. The accom- 
plishnienl of this interesting object, to the commemorcition of 
which we are indebted for your visit will in future ages, be 
amongi^t the most splendid eflbrls of genius. 

" How many months and years of profound study and ap- 
plication on the part of some of our wisest citizens were ex- 
pended before the mighty project was matured and all the 
springs o I action necessary lo bring it into perfection fully ar- 
ranged and systemized, it is impossible- now to calculate or 
determine. What new calculations favourable to the growth . 
and prosperity of this seclien of ilie empire are to take theiff j 
rise irom this magnificent work and shed their benign efiecM-l 
upon ihe present and future generations, it is equally impossi*^ 
ble to conjecture and can only be ascertained by the lapse of 

" But we may rest well satisfied, that as it is the product of 
the most comprehensive intellect, and of the most lofty pat- 
riotism, it is calculated to extend and multiply the advantages 
of external and international commerce and the essential inter- 
est of agriculture and the mechanic arts and more especially, 
as it is to render this chain of the union stronger and bright- 
er, SO" will its projectors and friends receive the blessings 
of their cotemporariea qnd of posterity, and their names be en- 
rolled liy the faithful pen ofhislory, as public benefactors. 

"We repeat to you our congratulations, gentlemen, thai we ati: 
permitted to join you in celebrating the union of the Northern 
and Western frontiers with our Atlantic seaboard and we in- 
voke the great father of the waters and of the land, and who is 
the maker and lord of all things to smile upon our undertaking 
And upon all the concerns of our beloved country." To which 
the Governor made the following reply ; 

"Thecong'rat£jfa(orya(tdreaso{thetiK^OXS3i»»0^'iiti<Ci '^ 
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New-Vork, on lh« completion of ihe Erie and Cbomplain 
canals has been received by ihe several pcnons and bwlies, 
to which it has been , 'resented wiib the ciiust profound respeci 
and with the most cordial reciprocation. 1 n oflerinE to you 
our felicitaiioDs on an occasion so bonuurable to the intelli- 
gence and patriotism ol the people of ibis stale, we can add 
bm little to the Torcible views, wbicb y>a have taken of this 
consumraatioD. 

In its auspicious influence en the interests of agriculture, 
manufactures iind commerce ; on the duration of tbe unioo ol' 
the slates ; on the elemental principles of social prosperity, it 
is a measure of ibe first importance and will be felt and recog- 
nized as such by all future limes. The gmificaiioiis nalutaU 
ly associated with the celebration of ibis event are greatly en- 
hanced by its intimate connexion with, tbe prosperity of the 
dtj of New York. 

Standing near tbe confines of the ocean and now connected 
by navigable communications with the great lakes of tbe North 
and West, there will be no limits to your lucrative extensions 
of trade auil commerce. Theralleyof the Mississippi will soon 
pour its treasures in this great emporium, through the chao- 
nels now formed and forming and wherever wealth is to be 
acquired or enterprise can be allempted, the power and capa- 
city of your city will he fell and its propitious influenceonhu- 
man happiness be acknowledged. 

The munificence, tvhich has distinguished the riiizens of 
New- York, in liberal appropriation b for education, charily and 
public accommodation evinces the wisdom, public spirit and 
energy of its constituted auihorjties and reflects honour upon 
our country, of which it forms a most important portion and 
every meastire, which tends to enlarge the sphere of vour use- 
ful operations and to incrense your means of dispensing good, 
n-illwe trust, always be haiiedasof primary importance by ihe 
good people of this stale. 

We enlrenl you to accept of our best acknowledgments 
lor your kindness and for your arrangi'menis on nn occasion- 
so worthy of the hospitality nnd muniflcence of this great and 
opulent cily and we most humbly implore the choicest visita- 
tions of the blessings of heaven on you and your constituents." 
Not the least pleasing of this morning scene was the packet 
ship Hamlet, captain Candlgb prepared by (lie Marine and 
NauiicBl Societies, appearing at Sun rise in the North River, 
superbly dressed in the flags of various nations. She made a 
most splendid appearance, during the whole day. 
At half past S o'dock. ihc corporation with their gnests 
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assembled in the cHy HatI anti proceeded to llie stenm boats^ 
Washington, Fulton and Providence stationed at the foot oi j 
WhitehHll street. At the same place iras the Commerce. ^ 
Capt. Seymour with the elegant safety barge Ladydiniomj 
This bnrge with the barge Lady Van Ransetear had beefl 
set apart for the reception of ladies and their attendants. 
The Lady Clinton was decorated with a degree of elegancej 
which was equally delightful and surprising. From stem to 
stern, she was ornamented with evergreens, hung in festoons, 
and entwined with roses of different hues, and many other 
beautiful flowers. In one of the niches of the upper deck 
was Ihe bust of Governor Clinton, with a wreath of laurel and 

A few minutes after nine, the fleet from Albany as before 
mentioned led by the flag ship of the Admiral, followed by 
steam boats and other vessels came round from the North aidu 
proceeded up the East river, to ihe Navy Yard, iihere salniaH 
were fired and the sloop of war Cyanne was dressed in the cnfc-M 
ours of all nations. While the commander was signalizing tbfifl 
various vessels, and they were manoeuvering to taketheir stR'V 
lions, the spectacle was beautiful beyond measure. Long be«.V 
lore this time, however, nur city had been pouring forth hci! I 
tensof thousands. Castle Garden, thebattery andeveryave-4 
nue Co the water was crowded beyond description. The shtp**fl 
andvesaeb in the harbour were filled even to their rigging snd^V 
round tops; and the movements in forming the order of ihe-^ 
aquatic process ion aflbrdeda fine opportunity of observing the 
several vessels in every advantageous and imposing sitnalion. 
Every thing being in readiness the fleet moved down the bay 
ill the^most beautiful order. 

They proceeded to the United States schnoner Dolphin, J 
moored within Sandy Hook, «vhere the ceremony of uuitingihcHa 
waters of Lake Erie and the Atlantic was peiformed. Thftfl 
boats were formed in a circle ariiund the schooner and Govcr— ^ 
nor Clinton performed the ceremony by pouring a keg of th& 
water of Lake Erie inio the Atlantic, upon which he deliver- 
ed the following address : 

"The solemnity at this place on the first arrival of vcs.irk 
from Lake Erie is intended to indicate and commemorate ih(>J 
navigable communication, which has been accomplished be^ 
tween our Mediteranean seosandthe Atlantic ocean in iiboBt 
eight years, to the extent of more than 423 miles by the wisduitvfl 
])uhlic spirit and energy of the people of the slate of New I 
Vork ; and may the God of the Heavens and the Ew-Jft. ^wC*fe. J 
Oif St propitiously on this work and re.vidctU&M^i^'iW'iv.w "'" 
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best interest nr the human race." Dr. Mitcliill UiM f 
the content ol si-veral vials containing the waiers of the Elbe 
and many oiber rivers iaio the ocean and delivered a long ad- 
dress vfaicli will appear in (he Appendix. 

Salutes were tlien fired from ihe Revenu" Cutter, the pilot 
boats And several nf the steani boats, And the nautical pro- 
cession returned to the city about 4 o'clock, when the corpo- 
ration and the several parties, that accompanied them, landed. 
' At this lime, the ciij societies trere on the Battery, where . 
they had just arrived after a long mai-di through our principal 
streets nea.ly i'; the following order. 

1st. Taihr't Sicieiy with banners, &c. 
3d. Bakers with white hats, appropriate banners, Sec. 
3d. Coopers, a car fa' arin? a stage, on which were men at 
work, makini; casks Sic. the members havinc badges, &c. 

4iU. Suti'AtTJ preceded by a trumpeter — then a car deco- 
rated lastel'ulty with greeh branches, on which was a steer ; but- 
chers on horsebiick in white aprons, with checked sieeves, bad- 
ges, Sec. A two decked car drawn by six horses decorated 
beautifully and followed by butchers mounted and dressed as 
the first. This socim made a fine appearance, as there 
were upwards of 200 members presenl- 

Sth. T'inaeri — a car drawn by 4 horses, on which were 
mm at work. 

6lh. Curriers with badges and banners. 
7th. Skinnert — a car drawn by 4 horses, with men at work. 
Hth. Cnmbmakeri — a car, on which were men at work, the 
society walkinir with badges and standards. 

!Jth. Sho4-maker$ — a car drawn by 4 horses, on which were 
S men working af their trade. 

lOth. Ilatlert — a very larffp car, drawn by C horses. On 
thesiHgc th'-re w re men at work, at every branch of the husi- 
ni'ss, the kettle with several men busy around it, occupying the 
centie of the ghop. This society displayed many beautiful 
«iid very appropriate banners, among; which was one having 
Wnshineton's likeness and another that of De Witt Clinton . 
p'liuled and trimmed in a rich and tasteful style. 

1 1th. Sfone MatoHs and 12th Hoate Painters with badges 
nnd banners 

13th. Stone Cutters with while aprons, badges and kan- 

I4th. Ckair '''«Wj,exhibiied several beautifnUpecJmens 
of chairs highly decoruled and many elegant banners. 

15th. SarfrffeM preceded by . white hurse, with •superb 
saddle, 2 cream coloured horses with beautiful Mddl», and 2 
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while herseg with elegant harnesa, all led by bhcks dressed ii) 
the Turkish costume, and the rear uas closed by the appren- 
tices oftbe trade. 

l6th. Shipierighti and Calkera. A car drawn by B Iior- 
sei bearing the model of a large ship of war. The oflicers and 
crew were person, ted by boys in appro riate dresses. Col- 
ours were dislpayed in various parts of the vessel, and nume- 
rous banners having on them the oames of our most celebrated 
naval officers were borne at the side of the car. 

I7lh. The Boat Builders had a model of a boat borne by a 
carrier and ansther drawn by horses. A car drawn by 4 hor- 
ses contained two half finished hoais of considerable size, at 
which workmen were employed, while smoke issued from the 
chimney where they warped their plank ind timber. 

18th. The Pifr)(g with badges and banners. 

19lh. Officers of the Arm> and Navy 

20th, Grand Lodge — members richly dressed bearing llie 
emblems, jewels and insignia of their order 

21st. The Corporation with their guests including the gov- 

23d. The New York fire department was represented by 
S companies, No. 20,42,5,13,41,22,7' and 4 with their 
engines and several hook and ladder companies with their im- 
plements raised aloft and handsomely decorated. The appear- 
ance of these engines was beautiful in the eilreme. They 
were highly polished and ornamented with various devices 
and at great expense, drawn by four horses each and ac- 
companied by splendid banners, models Sic. These were fol- 
lowed by the Fire Wardens with their insignia and a large 
banner. 

23d. The Tin Plate Workers had a car drawn by four hor- 
ses, with a model of some of the locks on the canal, a canal 
boat, barge &c. made ofttn. 

24^1, TAe Frinier's Sur.iEty had a car drawn by 4 horses, 
on which were mounted 2 printing presses of most exquisite 
workmanship. On the stage was Mr. Jambs Obah, th* 
oldest printer in this city, seated in Dr. Franklin's arm chair. 
The presses worked many thousand copies of an ode written 
for the occasion byS. Woodworlh Fsq. (see Append x)v)\k\i 
were distribuied, by two mercuries and two heralds. They 
had two superb banners, painted by John R. Smith Esq- 

25th. The Booh Binderx had a large volujue bound in rc^' 
morocco and gilt and labelled "Erie Canal Statistics." 

2Cth. Booksellers and Slationeri with an eleg^eat b«.Vk^, 
painted by Inwan, lepaeniing a female \»o\4m^ "a. X.« 
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Wgc." On hnlefi apiUoT volumes, nneufwliiijti uus 
ifntided the "Wwtera Canal*,"' whh many other liighly appro- 
priaie emb«UUhmeiiU. 

27Ui. Tie Cabiitet Makerg exhibited many bcaulifut mJii- 
iature specimens oflh«ir an, decorated with flowers &c. borne 
by raemb«rB of the society. The biinDcrs were elegant anil 
appropriate. 

28ih. The Coppersmitis had a car draun by 4 while horses^ 
lu the centre was represenleda line of liie canahvith locks and 
\tarkmen engaged on both sides. 

The officers of the army and na»j-, those from AVest Point 
und ihe Governor's guardi in their elegant uniform madu a 
matt splendid appeanmce. 

The Students of Columbia College were dressed in their 
gowns. Their banner, which was very fine, was designed by 
John B. Smith, Esq. 

Besides the above there maay other societies joined in llic 
procession, which room does not permit me to specify. 
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DESCRIPTION 

CITY OF NEW-YORK. 

r FART ZX. 

r CHAPTER I. 

Sittiation, extent, boundaries, local advantages, ^. 

The city stands on wbat was formerly called Manhaitati) i 
tmt now New-York Island. It is situated io 40" 42' N. lat. 
and 74" 0' 45' W. Ion- from Greenwich near London, c 
14' 15' E. from the city Washington. 

The limits of 4he city and county are of equal dimension*. 
They have the same courts of common pleas and general ses- 
sions of the peacb, and elect the samit members of assembly. 
At present, that branch of the state legislature consists of 128 
members, of whom this city and county S'nd ten. The 
island is about 1 H miles in length from N. to S. and in breadth 
from E. to W. varies from little more than a quarter of a mile 
toabouttwii miles. The average width may be estimated at 
3 mile and a quarter. It is separated on the N. from the con- 
tinental part of the state by Harlsem river, over which are 
three bridges, viz : those of Harlfem, M'Comb's, and King's 
bridge ; from New Jersey on the W. by the rivei Hudson ; 
from Staten Island on the S. by the bay or harbour, and from 
Long Island on the E. by the East river. 

The soil of the Island is greatly diversified in quality, 
though a great part of il is a light sand, or sandy loam ; but it 
is different towards the North where it is of a better ciuality^ 
and where there are some elevations, y(\»w\v\\i«« ^«*s& 4Ktis*r^ 



146 SITUATION, IXTKST, 

minated Heights. The fate of ihe land was formerly strong- 
ly marked by crags and vnllitis, hills and dales, iDsulated 
rocks and marshy inlels, which characieriie a maritime coun- 
try, where granite prevails. But by vast labour and expense, 
much of the original roughness has been removed, and the 
surface smoothed as far as uas desirable. Many such regula- 
lionsare siill going on in the outskirts ofilic city, hundreds 
f)f cartmen have, for upwards of tweniy years, been con- 
stantly employed in this business, and the quantity of earth 
which has been taken from one plave to another for the 
purpose of levelling hills and filling up swamps, is almost 
mcredlble. The good work of improving the city is still 
carried on with imceasing vigour, and those who have engaged 
in it, will, in a few years, be amply repaid Tor their expendi- 
tures. Notwithstanding the forbidding aspect of the ground, 
such has been the exertions of our citixens, that the agriculture 
is highly honourable to those engaged in it, and the hor- 
ticulture is conducted in a degree of excellence, equal, if not 
superior, to any in this country. The quantity of cultivated 
land, was, agreeably to the last census, 5T85 acres. 

There are several villages lying to the northward of the 
compact pan of th*- city, of which the principal are Green- 
wich, at a distance of about one and a iialf miles from (he City 
Hall. Here is the State Prison, of which notice will betaken 
hereafter. Still farther to the north are Blooraingdale, Manhat- 
tan ville, and Harlem. There are also a number of country 
seats on the island, which are buiit in so elegant a manner as 
to r^ect great honour on the taste of their proprietors. 
Elgin garden, while it belonged to Dr. Hosack, was well de- 
serving of notice, as it might be considered is by far the best 
botanical garden in the United Slates ; but since it was 
sold to the state, in the year 1812, it has almost been en- 
tirely neglected. 

The city of New-York, or the compact part of it, (for the 
city comprehends the whole island, as well as a few small 
islands in its vicinity,) extends from the battery along the 
Hudson river about two miles, and along the East river be- 
, tween two and three miles. The strei-ts of the old part, at 
the South end of the island, are in general irregidar, narrow, 
crooked, and badly adapted to the comfurl of the inhabitants 
er the elegance of the city. Dur Common Council have of 
late years, done much tn obviate iht'se inconveniencies, by 
straightening a number of crooked streets, and widening 
several which were narrow. These improvements have been 
attended with heavy expenses; but those who have to pay 
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fortheni, do not complain, as the value of their properly k 
thereby been greatly enhanted. All the northern part i 
laid out in a judicious manner, in the year 1800, by ifa 
commissioners appoinie<! for the purpose, and evpry ne| 
street musi be formed in the precise spot prescribed in a mr' 
prepared by their direction, and published by order of t! 
Common Council in 1801. This map, which is a cooipleti 
exhibition of the intended streets and improvements, aho ' 
includes ihe projected works to be completed on the East 
and Hudson's river, from the shores as they then were, to 
the line of limitation, after which all future encroachments 
shall cease. 

Many of the intended streets will be very spacious, run in 
straight lines from river to river, and be intersected at right 
angles, so that the time cannot be distant, when the new part 
of our city will surpass the old in taste, comfort, and conve- 
nience. At present, the surface of the cily has a gentle ascent 
from the Hudson and East rivers, which terminate in a hand- 
some elevation, and every where overlooks its sloping sides, 
commanding a fine view, both on ihe right and left, of ihe 
rivers above mentioned, as well as of the shipping and iho 
opposite shores. From the S. W. corner of the battery, 
Broadway, the most elegant and spacious street which we now 
have, extends in a. N- £. direction, to the distance of two 
miles, where it forms a junction with the Bowery. This street 
lies aiaag the aforesaid height, at nearly an equal distance 
from the noble streams which lave ihe commercial metropolis 
of the United States. Greenwich -street also commences at 
the battery, is the third from the Hudson river, and extends 
upwards of two miles to the commencement of the 9th av«iue. 
Washington street, the second from the said river, runs paral- 
lel to Greenwich-street, end is nearly of the same length. 
Pearl-street, which now comprehends those streets which were 
formerly kuown by the names of Duke-street, Hanover-sqaare, 
Queen-street, and Magazine-street, is a place of considerable 
business. It extends, by an irregular and circuitous course, 
from the Battery to Broadway, directly opposite the City 
Hospital. But Wall-street is peculiarly worthy of notice, as 
in it business is transacted to a vast extent. It extends from 
Broadway, in front of Trinity church, to the East river. In 
this street, the Custom-house, and most of the banks and in- 
surance offices are located. Here the greater part of out 
respectable brokers have their offices, and here at the corner 
of Water-street is the Tontine Coffee-house, whictia^a-fl -aw-i. 
by our tnerchanls as an Exchange, an* o<^ ^^ wiaftx ^\** 
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between WUtiara and Pearl-streeis, ihal splendid edifice to be 
denominated " The Mbrcbants' Exchangr," is now build- 
ing, in wiiidi so great progress has already been made, that 
it will mosi probably be opened in a few months. There arc 
other streets «hich deserve atien lion, but my limits compel me 

The bay is about nine miJes long and thr.^e wide. From 
the ocean at Sandy Hool( to the city, at the head of the bay, 
is 26 miles. The usual tides are about six feet, and the water' 
ia vrsudicient depth to float the largest vessels in tlie world; 
and the most numerous fleets, can be moored here in safe- 
ty, where they lie well secured from winds and storms. A 
peculiarity of situation gives to New York a commanding su- 
periority for navigation ; for besides its contiguity to the 
ocean, the cold of winter has less effct upon the waters of its 
harbour th^tn on those of several southern poits, such as Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, and Alexandria, which in severe win- 
ters are obstructed by ice, while we esperience little or no 
interruption of that kind. The openness of the port, during 
winter, may be attributed to the greater ebb and flow of 
the tide, and also to the uncommon rapidity of the currents. 
The strength of these, in ordinary tides, and more especially 
when agitated by. storms, is sufficient to rend the most solid 
ice, and reduce it to fragments. Our whole harbour was 
covered by a solid bridge of ice in the winter of 17S0~S1 ; but 
we hnve seen nothing of the kind since that period, and the 
severe wmter of 1804, which completely blocked up many of 
the northern and southern pons, occasioned little inconve- 

When we consider the great extent and security of our har- 
bour, and that the ingress or egress of vessels, even of the 
largest size is aeldom prevented by ice, during the most 
severe winters, and, at Hie same time, take into consideration 
the . immense and increasing navigation of the Hudson and 
East rivers, the vast extent of the fertile regions to the West- 
ward, which must fur ever pass through these channels, and the 
great augmentation to our trade which will certainly follow 
the completion of the Grand Canal, we are lost in astonish- 
ment when we contemplate the future grandeur of this com- 
mercial metropolis of America. 

At the commencement of the late war between this country 
and Great Britain in 1812, our city and harbour were in so 
feeble a state of defence that our formidable enemy might have 
easily blasted our enviable prospects. But during the war 
aod since Its terraiiafloaf ihey have been fortified at an enor- 
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IDS expense and in so complete a maaDner that it is believed 
wjth about fuurorfiveihousandmen tamiiD the different works 
a vigorous attempt might be made against the most powerful 
invader. The following are (he fortifications which have 
been erected ftr the delence of this city and harbour. Isti 
The North Uatterji, on the banks of the Hudson river, about 
one mile to the northward of the Battery." 2A. Fort Colum- 
bus, on Governor's Island, about half a mile S. from the city. 
3d. Castle William, a strong stone fortress, on a projecting 
point of the same island. 4th. A star fort of compact ma- 
sonry on Bedlow's Island, which lies about a mile to the 
westward of Governor's Island. 5ih. A circular battery on 
Ellis's Island, about one mile S. W. from the baitery. 6th. 
Fort Richmond, on Slaien Island, 8 miles below the city, just 
on the water's edge, at the narrowest point of the passage 
between Long and Staten islands. It is a strong work of hewn 
stone, and well supplied with all the apparatus of war. 7th. 
Fort Tompkins, on a considerable eminence directly in the 
rear of the preceding. 8th. Fort Hudson, at a small distance 
below fort Richmond, dih. Fort La Fayette, formerly fort 
Diamond, the most powerful of any which has been construct- 
ed for our defence, lies in the Hiidson river, about 200 yards 
from Long Island. It is built on made ground on a shoal, 
which could only be seen at low waler. All these forts 
are provided with magaslnes, cisterns, and barracks, and 
some of them with furnaces for heating shot. They are 
placed in the most eligible situations, and when necessity 
shall require, 500 heavy cannon may be placed on ihera to 
advantage. H-nce, if we should be again unfortunately 
involved in war, which God forbid, we shall have leas 
reason to dread the attacks of an enemy than we Lad during 
the last war. 

Our city GovBR*MEMT, Tradk, Commercb, Manupac- 
TUREs, &c. &c. will hereafter be noticed under appropriate 
heads. 

WARDS.— The city is now divided into twelve wards, of 
which the following ablract of " An Act to equalixe ajid t'n- 

' The Baitery, though uo longer uied for defeoce, itill relaini its 
former name. I( slood oa the S. corner o( the liland, at ihe conflu- 
ence oftheEaal and HudioD river«; bui bu, for a number of jrears. 
been laid out in walks, urnamenled iriib ihrubs and trees, and i> at 
leoBl SI agreeable a promenade as ii to be found in II 
CAide Clinion on the S. W. point of the cily being 
■arj for the purpose far which it was inlended, -has I 
tlilo a Tery agiseahle place for refreshment and Binaaement. 
now called CaitU Garilta. 
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cretue the iiumbtr of WariUintkeCity of HeW'Yori, past- 
ed April I ftth, I %2b" describei the reipectife boundaries. 

Th^ Firit fTan' coinptebeDds that put of the city which 
lies betvreen [he Bailery and a line ruQiiing from the Hudson 
river ihrough Libeny-sireet and Maiden-lane to [he Eaal river. 
Il also includes Nutten, Bedlow, Bucking, and the Oysier 
lalands • 

TheSeconrf JVard runs along the easterly bounds of the 
First Ward, front the East river to Broadway, through Broad- 
way 10 CliBiham-sireei ; from C hath am -street ihraugli Spruce 
and Fuirv-slreels to the East river ; thence along the East 
river to the place of beginning. 

Tlie 'ITurd Ward is comprehended between Liberty and 
Ruud-stTects, the Hudson river and Broadway. 

The Fourth ff'ard is bounded on the S. \V. by the Second 
Ward; «n ihe N. E. by Catharine-slreet , on the East by 
the East river, uid on the West by Ctvitham-sireet. 

The FiftA Ward lie* between Reed and Canal-streets, 
Broadway and [he Hudson river. 

Th« Sixth Ward begins at the corner of Reed-street and 
UriHiJtTny; tlieiice through Broadway lo Urand-sireel, through 
tiranil-«l[««l to the Bnwery road ; through the Bowery road 
lo Chathtun-streel ; through Chatham-Htreet to Broadway, and 
from thence up Broadway la the place of beginning. 

The Suventh Ward is comprehended b< Iween Catharine 
and Grand s(re«lit ; the East river and Division-streets. 

The Eighth Ward runs from the Hudson river ihreugh 
Canal-streel to Broadwuy; through Broadway to Grand-st. 
through tiruiid-sirrci lo lite Bowery raad , through the Bowe- 
ry road to Huuxon- street ; through Houston and Hammersley ! 
Mre«l* tu ihe Hudson river, and irom thence along the wester- 
ly bunkn tliereaf lo the place of beginning. 

The Ninth Ward lies between Houston end Hammersley 
steeels on the N. W. ; Fourteenth-street on the S. E. ; aod 
between the Bowery road and Hudson river. 

* TLie Cltf JuriidictiDu eilends to the land under Ihe adjoiaing wa- 
Mri, aifatat law water mnrk on thr apposite lidei. Hence neitfaer 
Long laland. nor the county of Bergen, in NenJeriey, isacparBled 
nwnlliH cilj bf Ibn middle of riven or channeii intbe uiualwaj; but 
by a line drawn along loir walet merk on Iheir retpecliTe shores, and 
the iilandi here nienlioned constitute apaitor the flnt wardi while 
BlachweH'a, Parnell'i, and aoiue other «niBll iilnnda near Hurlgatv 
tteluiiK to Iha ISth Ward. TKu dicinon, according lo our charter, lias 
tana been la dl)pi><" .iMIwetn Ibig and our linu Hale, and b set yV 
dBcTdcd. 
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. The Tenth Ward is bounded by Gvand and HivingtoM 

IB, anil by the East river and tbe Uowery road. ^9 

The Eleventh WardViea between Rivingion and Foiirieeath^ 

and the East river and the Bowery road. 
The Twelfth Ward comprehends all the remaining pans 
of the city and county. 

Remarks on our Population. I shall close this chapter 
with some observations on our population, not only as it now is ; 
bnt liketrise, as it has been at dilfurent periods, since the first 
settlement of our city. It is well known, that the city of New- 
York, or as it was Diiginally called Fort Amsterdum was found' 
ed by the Dutch in 1629, since which lime, few if any of the 
cities now in existence, have increased with sa great rapidity. 
Of the number of settlers then brought to this island, we have 
no information ; but they could not have been many, as we find, 
that according to the first enumeration on record, viz ; in the 
yearlG97, they"onIy amounted to 4082. In 1 756* we had 
10,768 whiles and 2273 persons of colour making a total of 
13040. For the year 1771 our inhabitants were 2l,S65 and in 
1786, 23,6l9. And here it may be observed, that from 1771 
to 1786, a period of fifteen years, our increase in population 
was only 1,744; but let it be remembered, that during seven 
[j'Bf these years, the growth of our city was greatly impeded by 
^fce revolutionary war. In 1790, the number of our inliabi- 
tants was 33,131; in ISOO, 60,489; in ISOO, 73,770; in 
"")8, 83,530; in ISIO, 100,619; in 1820, 123,706 and in 
!6, 166,080. 

Upon the rapid and regular increase of our population, it 
pawy not be improper to indulge in a few reflections. In the 
year 1 805, the number of our inhabitants whs 73,770, and in 
1825, 166,0K5 from which it appears that in these twenty 
years, our population al\er having doubled, left an overplus of 
14,683, and if we shall merely double our number, dur- 
ing the next twenty years, and this may be reasonably 
expected, it will in the year 1843 amount to 332,170, and 
Mpposiag it to increase in the same ratio, during (he twenty 
years then next ensuing, in the year 1865, our number 
wUI amount to 564,340. Without going into any further 
calculations on the subject, it almost amaunis to a certainty, 

' In Ibal year a centui WBi takeo oftbe whole piayinec, when ii 
appeared Ibal ihenuuDer of wbilcs was 83,233, and orpErsuns of col- 

•f New-York, no more than 96.7a6.)-Tbo cilj in the l>reteot le&r 
(U3S) nearlj conWina twict as miBy, 
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that unlesi we shall be afflicted with war, pestilence, famine; 
earthquakes, or some other dreadful visitation of Divine Pro- 
vidence, ne shall, at tlie close of ibe present ^enXuiy, not onl; 
equal ; but I'ar surpass either of the great cities of London or 
Paris, in population, trade, commerce, navigation, arCS; 
sciences, &c. 

Let us now inquire, in what direction the augmenialion to 
the number of our inhabitants ia most likely to lake place and 
what precautionary measures, it will be necessary, for our 
Common Council to adopt in consequence thereof. In the 
first three wards the inhabitants amount to S8,04J. Now the 
Third ward is bounded on ibe North by a line from Broadway 
through Reed-street to the North River and the second by a 
line running from Chatham through Spruce Street, &c. to the 
ti.aU River. The first of these lines is two blocks to the North 
Eastward of the City Hall and the other, one block to ttie 
South Westward. But let us suppose for the sake of fixing 
upon a certain noted spot, thai ihe tirst three wards li« be- 
tween the battery and a line drawn in front of the Cily Hall 
and extending from River to River, il would follow, that be- 
tween the battery and that building, there are ^8,044 inhabi- 
tants and that the remaining 138,041 are above it. In that 
portion of the city however, it is obvious, that the number of 
buildings will not be increased. Old houses may be pulled 
down and new ones erected : but such is the eligibility of that 
section for the extension of trade and commerce, that when 
dwelling houses are erased, banks, insurance offices, counting ' 
houses or store houses are often erected in theii stead. The 
Mercbaots' Exehange which will soon be completed, alone 
occupies the scite of, at least, one dozen of former buildings.- 
The number of inhabitants, therefore in tbai part of the . 
city, instead of increasing or remaining stationary will rather i 
diminish and our further increase must lake place in thai part 
of ihe city which lies above the City Hall. 

rf our present population consisting of 166,085 be doubled 
in twenty years, it would amount to 332, 170 in the year 1845, ' 
and while the number of inhabitants below the City Hall, 
could not for reasons already assigned, exceed 28,044 those 
above it would be no fewer ihan 304,126. — a great dis- 
proportion indeed.' 7'he City Hall instead of standing as il 
should, at or near the centre of our metropolis, will when that 
period shall arrive be atone extremity. Most of those who 
shall then have business with our courts will loudly complain, 
that they have too far to travel lo the seat of Justice, wbidi 
sujht to be brought as nearly as possible te every man's door. 



UDtfer these circumstances, it does not require the gilt of pi 
phecy to Ibresee that our Common Council will find it necessarjP; 
to erect anew City Hall in a more convenient siiuniiim. It may 
be said, however, that it will be soon enough to iHke the su^ 
ject into consideration when the exigency shall have aciudlly 
arrived. This is bd ahsurd opinion ; lor who &•*■» not know 
that a piece of ground may now be bought,at amuch ksa price 
than it will be passible ro purchase it for ten or twelve years 
hence. Ji gives me pleasure to learn that the Common Cuuncil 
have it now under consideration to 6\ upon a suitable place 
for a miliiaiy parade ground. This is certainly a most de- 
sirable object ; for our militia, particularly ihosv in uniform, iv 
a body of men, who from their zeal to make themselves a 
cjuainied with the art of war, and a thornagh knowledge 
military tactics, so that, when their services may be wanted t< 
delend their country in the hour of danger, Ihey may be able 
to aci in the most effectual manner, are not only entitled to 
the greatest applause j but, likewise, to every suitable en- 
couragement. It is earnestly to be wished, however, that the 
early locution of such other public squares as may be neces- 
sary will meet with due attention. But on this we have no- 
thing to fear, as the improvement of -the cxiy has been for 
many years, and still continues to be the favourite object with 
our Common Council, 

In a city ao great, as tliis seems destined to be, at no very 
distant period, the laying out of public squares in ituiiable 
places will be fflund not only ornamental ; but highly con- 
ducive to the convenience, comfort and health ofthe public 
general ; particularly of the poor and those, wlio e 
ted circumstances. During the sultry heat of tli 
the rich can retire with their families to their country seals, 
while the poor and many otheis, who cannot leave their bus- 
iness, are debarred from that enjoyment. But if a number of 
public squares ur pieces of ground in any other shape, laid 
out in handsome walks and ornamented with trees, in th< 
manner as the Park and Battery, should be provided, 
persona might retire thither with their children at their leisai 
hours, where they would be invigorated by the pure air aii 
refreshing breeze. This may tend greatly to brace tliar 
nerves, exhilarate their spirits and to preserve their health ; in 
consequence of which many of our industrious poor might, 
during the hot weather, by God's blessing retain their usual 
strength, and be able to provide for themselves and families, 
who, without such accommodations, might in consenjieatift at 
debility i,r disease, be rendered mca\>ab\e o( ■pvnwiw.'^'iwOT 
dxHjf labour and become a burden to t\ie totawwwv.'a. 
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CENSUS, WITH UEHAKKS. 



Abitraci Of the Ck: 
Fofft, taken ' 



if Ike City and County of IVew- 
tke year 1823, by authority of the State. 





















Wudo. 


■lloi. 




TouJ. 


1,011 


ElMlori, 






I9t. 


5,191 


4.738 


9,929 


1,0 16 


428 




2d. 


5,530 


3,780 


9,315 


2,027 


1,527 


763 






5,302 


5,49i 


10,801 


1,906 


3,070 


1,001 




4th. 


6,24( 


b,n(X 


12,24C 


1,0G2 


1,808 


1,688 




5th. 


6.777 


8,316 


15,09£ 


1,6C3 


1,837 


1,748 




6lh. 


10,197 


•),H0' 


20,0Cl 


1,889 


1,267 


5,082 




7-th. 


h,9t)(! 


7,'i32 


14,192 


1,021 


1,346 


1,754 




Sih. 


11.63* 


12,647 


24,285 


1,101 


2,27.' 


2,049 


IL 


9th. 


5,647 


5,30f 


10,956 


1,226 


1,222 


1,726 


■ 




11,705 


12,227 


23,332 


1,350 


2,76t 


1,183 


F 




3,84^ 


3,502 


7,34' 


370 


73t 


2G2 




I2ih 


4,003 


3,935 


7,938 


325 


409 


1,142 


S3,037 


83,049 


I66,08f 


14,')56 


18,283 


18,826 



















The marshals, likewise, reported as many of the item* 
herein after mentioned as (iccurreJ in their respective varda;^ 
but as it appears unnecessary lo particularize them in each 
ward, it is deemed sufficient lo give the aggregate for the city 
■ind county. 

Paupers, tf nliom there were 180G in the Alms house 3,085' 

Persons of colournot taxed - - 12^499 J i 

Do. do. lased ... 60 ^ 12,57* 

Do. do. taxed and qualified lo vote 163 

Miirried females under the age of 45 years . - 22,430 

Females unmmarried between tlie agesof iSand 45 21,04^ 

Females unmarried under the age of 16 - - - 30,445 

Marriages, the year preceding - - - - 810" 

Births, the year pieceding - - Males 2,262 > . ,„„' 

. . . Females 2,267 S '^ 



Deaths 



do. 



Number of acres of improved land 
Number of horses - . . 
Number of hogs - - . 
Number of neal cattle 



Males 2,055 > 
Females 1,186$ 



3,239 
5,780 
5,634 
7,140 
3,569 
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Yards of fulled cloih of domestic manufacture - 
Do. flannel snd other woollen cloth, not fulled 

of domestic manufacture - . . 
Do. linnen, cotton, or other thin cloths of 

domestic menufaciure 

Gj-ist mills - 

Saw mills ....... 

Oil mills J, 

Fulling mills 

Carding machines .... 

Cotton factories . . - . - 
Woollen factories .... 

Iron works ...... 

Triphammers ........j, 

Distilleries ....... .j(|' 

DEAF AND DUMB. 
Femoks 24 ] ^^> "^ '''"'° 3" "^ ^"l-P^t^d ^V <^ha"'y- 

IDIOTS. 
Femaks 1 5 C ■"^' °''^'""» ^ are supported by charity. 

LUNATICS. 
Males 129?.Qg 
Females 645'^^ 

Of these, S are reported as heing able to support them 
selves, and 189 as being in the tnelfth ward, where they ar 
confined for safe keeping in tlie Bellevue Hospital or Lunati 
Asylum. 

Rbhabkson the census of 1S25. 
Malps anil Femah). The numbi'r of inhabitants are st» 
ed at 16(i,(}86. of whom 83,037 are males and 83,049 female^ 
leaving a difference of only 1 2 in favour of the latter. It ' 
likewise, remarkable, that of the whole number of births : 
port«dviz: 4589; 2262 are males and 22(37 females, a ma^ 
jority in favour of the latter of only 5. This coincidence oj 
so great an equality of number between the sexes, not only a~ 
those who have been on the stage of eiislence for some timi 
but of those who have just entered upon it has seldom, 1 
ever been observed in any statistical document. Hence, i 
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appears, thai, in thU ciiy. ev«ry woman may havi' 
huaband, and Itiat should ihey all be provided for in this man- 
ner, tliere would only be iT fematea young or old left lo shift 
for themselves. 

Electors Agreeably In the former constitution, none 
could vote for govemot, lieutenant governor and senalori ex- 
cept such citizens as possessed clear frcehohl estate to the 
value of $'lbO ; bul according In the new constitution, which 
went into operation, January 1st 1S23, th- eleccllve franchise 
is as widely e:iiended as could be wished and raore so ibaa 
some of our most respectable citizens dce<'i consistent with thi 
public good. Every male citi'/.en, who has been for 13 tnoniha 
an inhabitant of the s ate, and of the caunty for six months 
immediately before the election, who has within the year, 
paid tax, done militia duty, served as a fireman, laboured on 
the public roads, or paid an equivalent therefor, is entitled lo 
vote not only for charter officers, in the ward, in which 
he reside* ; for sheriff, coroner, register and clerk of ihe city 
and counlv; members of assembly, and members of Congress; 
and electora of President and Vice President of the United 
Stales ; but also for Governor, lieutenant Governor and Sena- 
tors of this state ; bul no man of colour unlesa a resident ia 
the state for t'<rec years and possessed, for one year, of a free- 
hold estate of $25fl and who has paid taxis entitled to a vote. 

Birthi, Mnrriages nnd Deaths Although I am fully per- 
suaded that the marshals appointed to take the census studied 
to render their reports as accurate as possible ; yet, for rea- 
sons, which I shall now mention, il may be safely asserted, 
that they ^really erred in respect to ihe number of deaths. 
The City In.speclor in his annual report to ihe Common 
Council states, that in the year 182.'>, the number of inter- 
ments was 501 8, wliile according lo that of the marshals, it 
cnly amounls to 323!). On the accuracy of ihe former, great 
reliance may be placed, as it is made the duty of each of the 
aexions, under a penalty of $25, to deliver to the City Inspec- 
ter on every Saturday, a return of the persons buried by them 
during the preceeding week, specifying their age, sex, disease, 
place of residence, inlerment, &c. of each of which aregister is 
Itept. Now the miirshals had no such means of obtaining correct 
information. When one of these gentlemen called at a house, 
he would ask whether any death, birth or marriage had hap- 
pened in the family during the preceeding y?ar. The master 
or mistress were frequently absent, or could not be seen, and 
the person, whom lie accosted might be a minor perhaps a ser- 
vaat, who kaev or cared very lilile about ihe affairs ef the 
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family. Hence ihe great difference in the number of deaths J 
between the Marshals and Cilv Inspector. The Utter, in 
statement, which is prepared at his leisure, from written copy 
before liiro, reports 5U18 jntermenls, while the amount given , 
by the marshals is only J239. 

It is therefore, evident, that the aggregate o( the marshals' 
reports differ widely from the true one, and is ii not 
that, for the same reason, their number of births and deaths 
is likewise erroneous ? Let ua suppose that in both, the mis- 
take has been exartly in the same proportion as in that of the 
deaths, viz: as 32?9 to 5tilS, it would then follow, that the 
number of births instead of being 4,329 would be 6,909, and 
that for 810 marriages we should have 1254. Our statement 
of deatlis, births and marriages for the year 1 825 would then 
he as follows : 

Deaths, as reported by the City Inspector - 501 8 

Births, by calculation ..... 6909 

Marriages by do. ...... 1254 

I am far from supposing, that the number of births and maF- 
riages, as given above is absolutely correct ; but if my rea- 
ders have attentively perused the preceding paragraph, they 
will be satisfied that it is iiearJi/ so. At all eve:>is, from the 
data before me, it will appear obvious that it was no' 
power to form a more accurate conclusion. 

ABSTRACT 

Of Dr. George Cuming, the City Ittspector's annual repof 
of interments in the years 1824 and 1H25, sktwing ilS^ 
aexes. ages, and dineaset of those who died. 



I Men. ( TFomen. 1 Boya. I Girls. I Total. ) 

1824 1,244 8S7 1,204 1,096 4,341 

1825 I l,r21 I 1,180 I 1)156 | 961 - - ' 



I 



I OF WHOAI WEKE 



one year and under 
Between one and two years 
Do. two and five - 
do. live and ten 
do. ten and twenty 
do. twenty and thirty 
do. thirty and forty 
do tony and My 
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EVPOET OF IICTKKIfBim. 



Between fit\y and sixty 
do. sixty and seventy 
seventy and eighty 
eighty and ninety 
ninety and a hundred 
one hundred and upwards 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



DISEASES AND CASUALTIES. 



Abscess 

AneurisDB - - - 
Apoplexy 

Asphyxia - - r 
Asthma 

Burnt or scalded 
Carbuncle 
Caries 
Cancer 
Casualties 
Catarrh 
Child-bed - 
Chici^en-pox 
Cholera morbus 
Cholic - 

Compression of the brain 
Consumption 
Convulsions 
Contusion or bruise 
Cramp in the stomach 
Diabetes 
DiarrhcBa - 
Drinking cold water 
Dropsy 

Dropsy in the chest - 
Dropsy in the head 
Drowned 
Dysentery 

Dsypepsia or indigestion 
Epilepsy - - - 
Erysipelas 

Fever - - - 

bilious - 
bilious remittent - 



258 


357 


159 


225 


115 


161 


56 


88 


11 


14 


2 


7 


4^41 


5,018 


S. 
1824. 


1825. 


17 


12 


2 


4 


52 


147 


1 


4 


5 


12 


31 


30 


1 


3 





1 


9 


13 


33 


53 


4 


1 


44 


30 





1 


22 


26 


10 


6 





3 


736 


343 


231 


293 


1 


4 


8 


9 


2 


1 


55 


61 


3 


77 


115 


110 


44 


37 


218 


196 


53 


56 


120 


138 


5 


5 


10 


6 


8 


16 


32 


120 


11 


10 


14 ' 
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Fever hectic or slow 
inflainmatoi; 
interoiittent 
puerperal 
putrid 
remiiwnt 

Flur infantile 

Fracture - - - . - 
Frozen - - •* - " 
Gout - - - 

.. Gfravel - - - - ■ 
Hemorrhage . . - 

HKmopiyiis or spitting bloMi 

Hives or croup 

Hysterics ... 

Jaundice • ' • 

Infanticide ... 

Inflammation of the bladder 
of the bowels 
of the brain 
of the chest 
ol the liver 
of the BtoDiacb 

Influenza 

Insanity ... 

Intemperance 

Killed or murdered 

Leprosy ... 

Locked jatr ... 

Lumber abscess 

Manslaughter . . - 

Marasmus . - . - 

Measles . . . - 

Mortiflcation . - - 

Nervous disease 

Old age 

Palsy .... 

Peripneumony 

Pleurisy - - - 

Pneumonia lyphoides 

Qmnaj' .... 




R lieu ma lis m 

Rickels 

Rupture 

St, Anthony's fire 

Schirrug of [he liver 

Scropiiula or King's evil 

Small pox 

SoreihroBt 

Spasms 

Spina biiidii 



Still bom 
Sudden death 
Suicide 



b 



TabRS n 
Teething 
Tumour 
VomitiDg binod 
Ulcer 
Unknown 
'Vyhite swelling 
Vbooping cough 
Worms 



4,34l| 

DEATHS 

In each month during the t/eari 1B24 and 1S25. 
1834 



In January the deaths were 
February 

Ju"/ .'.".■ 
August 
September 
October 
November 
1 December 
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REMARKS. 

It appears that the number of deaths which occurred in i 

city last >ear, was ^,UI8, and the City Inspector staiea in 

^ report that of these 875 were persons of colour. This i: 

1 little more than one sixth of the whole morlalily, as accordiDgl 

I to the last census the proportion of our coloured population U^ 

I the whites is nearly as one to fourteen, the whole number o3 

' inhabitants being l6ti,03j, while thai of persons of colour ia < 

only staled al ja,575- 

The deaths by consuniplion were 843, about aoe liilh 
part of the whole, and of these 118 were peo; Ic of colour. 
This is a dreadful scourge ; but it might often be prevented 
by a strict adherence to temperance, avoiding unnecEssary 
exposure to cold, and suiting our apparel to the vurying 
changes of the weather A comnnon catarih, when neglected, 
(rtlen tertninates in this frlghlful disease. 

The increase of deaths last year contrasted with ihat of . 
the preceding, was 677, which, without referring lo the 
increase of our pup ulai ion, was certainly owing to the excex- 
sive heat in the month of July, during the whole of which the 
weather continued to be hotter than in any preceding season 
for many years, 



CHAPTER m. 

LIST of the places of public worship in thh city, in the pres- 
ent yeor['lii26) arranged in Mpkabeiical order, accorditig 
to their respective denominations, shewing their locations, 
dimensions, dales, at which Ikey were erected, enlarged or 
rdtuilt, the names of their pastors, ^c. ^c. 
Baptist CnuftcnEs. 



at. Thk First Baptist Church is a stone building 65 
'6y 80 = 5aOO feet square, and was evecled in 176^. Pastor 
the Rev. William Parkinson. 

2d. The Bi^thbl Baptist Church in Delancey, cornet 
of Christie-Street is a brick building 65 by 85=5525 feet 
square and was erected in the year 1819' This is the second 
^ptist Church in the city, and was organized in the year 
1770. The Rev. Mr. Johnson Chase is pastor. 

3d. Oliver- Street Church, near Chatham-Street, a atone 
tuiling 64 by 94 = C0l6 feet square, was erected in 1795; en- 
larged in I80i), and rebuilt in 1819. The Rev. Mi.Sit'&'a.'fc., 
U. Coke is pastor. 
^ 02 . 



4lh, The Abyssinian Church,* 42 by 60=2520 feet square, Ii 
iifrinie buildiDi, was erecled in Anthony, bctneen'Church ana 1 
Cha|iel Streeis, in (he year ) 805. Psitor, the Rev. Mr. Ben- "^ 
JAuiN Paul. 

5th. BftooMt-StreetChurch, near theBowery Road, afrome , 
building, 34 by 71=2414 teei aquare, was erecieiiiti 1806and I 
enlarged Jn 1H17- Pastor theltev. Mr. Maash, 

6ih. Mi^lbehrt-Stbeet Church, near Chutham-Street, ug- 
lier ihs pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. AacHiBAUD M'Clav, wai 
i^rected in 1809, and rebuilt and enlarged in 1817- Dimen- 
sions, 63 feel in front by 90 in depth— 5670 feet square. 

7lh. TheBEBjAH BAPTisTChurchinVandam-Stree[,40by ' 
'i5='2200 feet square, is a frame building, under the [lastural 
care of the Rev. Mr. Aahon Pebkins, erected in 1810. 

8th. York-Strbet Church, directly ia the rear of St. 
John's Church, ia a frame building 27 feet by 40—1080 feel 
square and was erected in 1 81 8. They have no regular min- 
isters, any one of the members being at liberty to speak. 

f)lh. The South Baptist Church, a stone building ia 
Nassau-Street, between John and Fulion-Sireets, 46 by 65;= 
2990 feet square and was built in 1 803 by the Associate Prea- , 
byterian Church. In the year 1824, it was purchased by the * 
aforesaid South Baptist Church, since which time they have 
occupied it as a house of public worship. Tlie Rev. Mr. 
Chakles G. SoMCits is pastor. 

lOlh. Peovost-Strebt Church, a frame building with 
a brick front, 40 by C0=3400 feet square, was erected by a ■ 
I'resbyierian Church, tinder the ministry of the Rev. James G. 
OuiLViE ; but in 18'2fi, il was purchased by a Baptist Con- 
gregation, now under tiie pastoral charge of the Rev. Mr. ■ 
Thomas Hank. 

nth. A church composed of a part of the members, who 
belonged to the York-Street Church and of others, who had 
Joined them, formed themselves into a congregation in 182:>. 
They are under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Willjau ' 
OviNuTON", and worship in a large school room in Broadway, 
corner of Reed Street. 

12th. The Union Baptist Church nnder the pastoral 
care of the Rev. Mr. Samubl Eastman was opened in the 
year 1825, in a frame building 25 by 70=^1 875 feet square, in 
the Bowery, opposite Spring-Street. 

13lh. The church imderthe pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. 
JoRsC. MuRFBY, has been organised since the year 1824, and 
now worship In a frame building 40 by 50=2000 feet square, 

' The Pastor and eoDgregatiun are peTions oT colout. 



«ectedinl818 in Broome-Streei, between Cannon and Lewi 
Streets. This place is known by the name of The Mi<u< 
House, and was occupied by a Methodist Congregalion, t. 
May 1826, when ihey took possession of their nevi church 1| 
Willet, near Broome-Sireet. 

14th. A Church was foroied in 1824, under the pnstoj 
care of the Rev. Mr. Amasa Smtth, which now worship i 
school room in EliKabelh, nearBleecker-Streel, belonging 
Oethel Baptist Church; but this congregation eipect in a 
time to build a house of worship for themselves on a part o1 
the Baptist burying ground in Amity-Street. 
Frucnd'sMbetiko Housks. 

It appears from some old Records, that their Hrst place of 
public worship in this city was buill in Green, near Liberty- 
Street, about the year l706. They, in 1775, erected a brick 
meeting bouse in Pearl-Street, 48 by 68;=3,264 feet square; 
and in 1802 rebuilt and enlarged another in Liberty -Street. 
This is, likewise a brick bnilding, 44 by 56^2,464 feet square. 
The former of these was taken down in 1824 and stores and 
dwelling houses substituted in its place. The latter still re- 
mains ; but is now occupied by Messieurs (tkant TnoiLBuaN 
& Son, Seedsmen and Florists. 

The society of Friends have now three places of public 
worship in this city. 1st. A brick Church in Hesler-Slreel 
GO by C8=4080feet sqare, which was built in 1819. 2d. 
a frame building 25 by 33=875 feet square, at Manhaltan- 
ville. 3d, A large brick building 58 by 80=4640 feet square, 
rebuilt in Rose-Street in 1824. 

In this society, the preaching of the gospel 
fmed to men; as women, likewise oHiciate. Their present 
ministers are Tho.has Hawxhurst, Willett Hj 
Woon and John Barrow. 

Ann SntPLEV, Mary Bostwick, Mabv Kino, Elizabt 
CoGGSHALL, Phoebk Palheii, Phofbe 1. Mkrait, Elisa- 
beth Bird, Marv Hinsdale and Ci 
Hebrew: 

The Hebrews or Jews, as ihey are commonly called, wor- 
shipped for some years, in a frame building in Mill-r 
positeto the place, where their present synagogui 
ItJs a neat stone building 36 by 58=2,030 feet s 
edinl730,and rebuilt in 1818, This congreg'ati 
is known by the name ofSaERRKTH Israel i- e.- The rem- 
nant of Israel, is incorporated acci)vd\n^ Xo \vh. 'V\A^5.fc'*' 
Mr, Obmhom Sbixas, predecemot oUW^te^eW. wwA.««,,>tot 
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Rev. M. L. M. Peixotto, officiaicd at the he 
gogue for upwards ol' III')]' years. 

I^DEl>E^'DB^T ok Clinosbsational Chuaches. 

Between ihesc and ibe Presbyterians, (lie difference is not 
great. Thej profess iheir belief in the sacred scriptures and 
tlieir adherence to the doctrine therein contained, as set forth 
in the Westminiaier Conression of failh and in the Jarger and 
ahorier catechisms. They only difler in the article of church 
goTernmem, euch congregation having exclusivejurisdiciion 
over its own members and being amenable to no other eanhlj 
tribunal ; and in tine, ihey declare ihemsclTes, to be actuated 
by the same principles as the people called Independents in 
Great Britain anil Cunureoationalists intbe Eastern States. 

In this city, there are fotir congregations, belonging to this 
connexion, which ate represented in an Association held 
monibly Tor tbe management oftbeir general concerns. 

The Grst of these, a frame building with a brick front, was 
erected in Thompson, neai Broome- Street, in 1823. It is 40 
by 60 and contains :2400 square feet. The Reverend Mr. 
JosErn HARaiaoN is pastor. 

The second, at present worship in the Afklcan Free 
School in Mulberry-Street, where divine service, is in gen- 
era! ptrformed in the Welsh language ; but sometimes in Eng- 
lish Their pallor ia the Hev. Mr. Jambs DAvif;s. 

The third, which is under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. 
JoiiM Dick, have completed in the present year a frame bnild- 
ing with a brick front in Fourth-Street, near Avenue D. It is 
40 by 64=2560 feet square. 

The fourth was organized in August 1325 and worships, at 
present in a school house, in Broadway near the House of 
itEFiioE. Having no fixed pastor, divine service is perfortn- 
ed by the ministers of tlip three churches in connexion with 
them; but ib the congregation is rapidly increasing, it is ex- 
pected that they will soon have a settled pastor and a place of 
their ovrn for public worship. 

The Lutherans have two churches in this city. The first 
is Christ church, a stone building at the corner of William and 
Frankfort-Streets, 34 by ()0=2040 feet square, and was erected 
in 1767. In this church, divine service is performed in the 
German language, and the Rev. Mr. F. W, Geisenhaiueb is 
pastor. The other, St. Mntlhew's church, which ia a hand- 
sviaebmk building, id Walker-Street, 60 by 93— 5700 feet 
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square, was finished in 1322, and is under the paslorai cam 
of the Rev. Mr. F. C. Schieffbr. 

' MiTHODisT ErisocFAL Churches. 

To aluch is prefixed a brie/ account of the introdactian of 
MethodUm in thii dty and its subsequent progrets. 
In tlie origin and progress of this denomination of Chris- 
tiana amongst us, there is something peculiarly interesting.^ 
In the year I T'Oti,. Methodism made its appearance in Americaj, 
vlien a /etv members, with Mr. Philip Embury a local pre;icber, \ 
having emigrated from Ireland, settled in this city. Being • 
TeiF in number, surroiinded by strangers and neglecting the * 
assembling themselves it^ether for divine worsltip, on the first 
day of the week, they all, except Mr Embury, soon aban- 
doned their religious principles and gave r. ay to the allure- 
ments of the world. In this hopeless state, they remained, till' 
the following year, when another family from Ireland, formeck 
\y cmneeted with those above mentioned, likewise arrived 
here. Mr. Embury, at the earnest entreaty of the mother of 
this family, began to preach in his own bouse and to his own 
people, the congregation being at first composed of himseli' 
and five others. Ky persevering in the good work, however 
Ihey began to attract public attention, and the increase of hear- 
ers waj so rapid, as to 'render it soon necessary to rent a lar- 
ger room. This small society was soon after greatly assisted 
by the labours of Captain Webb of the British army. His 
commission as an officer did not prevent him from becoming 
a zealous preacher of the blessed gospel and by his exertions, 
many were added to the church. The novelty of his appeal^ 
anceasaprencher of Christ, in his regimentals excited no small 
surprise ; but the energy, with which he spoke in the name of 
the Lord convinced many, that he was commissioned from 
God, to shew ihem the way of salvation. 

- To remedy the inconvenience arising from the sniallness 
nf their room, a rigging \oh was hired and fitted up lor public 
worship. Here they assembled for a considerable lime, and 
Mr. Embury continued to preach with success, being occasion- 
ally assisted by Captain Webb, who was, at intervals, absent 
upon Long Island and at Philadelphia, in b<ith whicJi places as 
well as ethers, he was a sealous minister. Through the faith- 
ful labours of these two preachers, the society greatly nourish- 
ed. In consequence of the increase of members and hearers, 
they found thai ibis place was too small, and began to think ol 
building a permanent house of worship. Maftij dffitvAwa, 
however, occurred to prevenHheexecuuoivo^^^^^'^Y^^^^*-*"'^' 
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The sAciety being in gnterel poor, hid not the nwsmSe^Mie 
to such an joder taking. Fat som« time, a pa in I'd stuped se 
seenied to occup} their miiub; but thf^.ai Um, resolved to 
throw tbernsKlve* on the bene volenee of their fellow ciiizena. — 
Thej KCCordioglj twoed a subscripiiun paper, •eot to the 
H«Tar and other opulent citiEens, (rom vhom after tbejr had 
ezplmiaed their design, ihey reccif ed liberal doiiBlions. Cap- 
tam Webb alvi lent his assistance. Thusencouraged, tbe^ pur- 
chased a lot of ground in Johtt-Street, on which ibty erected a 
siooe boildin^, 4-J hy 60=2530 feet square, callbg i from rea- 
ped to their venerable founder, Weu.eT Cbapkl. Surh, 
Bovever, were at ibai time the tnunicipal regulations of the 
city and piovince of New- York, thai tbey were not allowed to 
devote Che bouse eicltisively lo divine worship. They there- 
fore appropriiiled a small part of it for domestic purposes. — 
This was the fir^l hoose of public worship erected by a Meth- 
odist coner^:aiiun in America, and was biiili in the year iTfiS, 
on ibc same spi>t, on which their church as rebuili and enlarged 
in 1M7 now stands. 

Froo) this viry sRial) beginning, they have increased, in at 
astonishing manner; as according to "'I'he miiiuies "f the sev- 
eral annual conferenc- s of the Methodist Fpisropal Church 
for iheyenr IbC^i" their number amounted to 34 1, 114 and it 
b highly prol';ible,lhaI ihry have full as many hearers, who 
are not in comm>inion with ihem 

Melko/litI Ei/itcopul Ciurrkes. Their 6rsi church as ha 
been already observed, was erected in John-Sireei in 176H an 
rebuilt and enlnrged in I )1 1 7- Its diinensii iis are ti2 by 78 fe«t 
=4»36 feet square. A second 50by 7'0=3.'iOOfeet square, waj ,1 
bnill in Fonytti-Slreer in 1780; a third in Duane-Streel 56 by 
75=4200feel square in 1 795 ; afourth in Allen'Sireet55 by 
70=3850 feeisquureiit lt>D9. The above lour are stone build- 
ings ; a fifth 42 hy 1)0=3520 feet square, was built in Bedford- 
Street in 1809; a sixth ta Nicholas WiUiani-^lreel, S3 by 
5C=I,S4B feel squaie, in I81S. These two Ibsi ai<: Frame 
buildings, and the seventh a stone bui ding, in W'illel, near 
Broome-Street, 55 by 7fi— 3960 feet square, was finished this 
year(182C.) 

No pastor in this connexion U to be considered as minister 
of any particular roni^regalion, as they preach by rotation in 
all the churches, wiiliin the station in which they have been 
assigned. The fmlowing are the preachers now officiating in 
this city. Rev. Mr. Laban Clark, presiding elder of the dis- 
trict; the Rev. Messieurs Prtke P. Sanpokd, H. Stand, 
1Vji,LiAia Jbwbtt, I. Youngs, D, Dkvinne and Henby 



w 



A LIST OF CHURCHES. 167 

'base; Rev. Messieurs .Mathan Banos andJoHN Emeby, 
book agents, nnd ihe Rev. Mr. John M. Smith, president o( 
the Wesley an Seminary. 

The Methodist Sadetg. Id the year 1S30, anumber of 
members, in ihe afort^aid connection, becoming diiwatisfi* 
ed with the nature and practice of its eccWiasiical govern- 
ment, withdrew from its communion, adopted a mode of dis- 
cipline more congenial to their ideas uf propriety and formed 
themselves into a separate body under the name of "The Meth- 
odiit Society. In rliis city, they have three churches, all of 
which are built or brick and incnrpuraieil bs the iav directs. 
Of these, theiv is one is Christie-Street, 50 by 78 =3900 feet^ 
square, built in ISiL and of which the Rev. Mr. William* 
Stillwkll 14 pannr; one at the corner of Pitt anil Delancey 
Streets, in 1323, 25 by GO = 15UIJ square feel, of which the 
Rev. Mr. Samukl Budd is minister, and the third in Sullivan- 
Street, built in m24, which is under the pastoral care of Ihe 
Rev. Messienrs James Covbll and Isaac Lent. 

African MetAodistiT Of these, there are three congrega- 
tions in this city, which till within a few years, were likewise, 
in union With the Methodist Episcopal Church; but though 
still agreeing with that body in doctrine, they ihen deemed it 
expedient to withdMW from their connection and to assume 
such mode of ^twernment as to each might appear proper. — 
Their first place of wnr.fhip beiog 53 by 70^:3,850 square 
feet, is a stone building, called The Zios Methodist 
CiitTncH, at the corner of Church and Leonard Streets, which 
was erected in 1 SOO and rebuilt and enlarged in 1 820. The 
ministers are the Rev. Messrs. Jaubs Varbick, Jambs Smith 
. and CHKisTopHea Rush. The second is a wooden building 
in Mott Street 28 by 38=1, I60 feet square anii was erected in 
1806. Ministers the Rev. Messieurs Hexry Hardin and 
WiLiAM Wooo. And the third, which is, likewise of wood, 
40 by 55=2,200 feet stuiare, was erected in Elizabeth Street 
1809. Pastors the Rt.Re.*. Mr. WiLtiAM Millkr, bishop, 
and Mr. Stephen Dutton. 

MoEAVJAN Chuuch. 
A brick building in Fulton near William-Street 33 by 44= 
1,152 feet square -reeled in the year 1751, of which the Rev. 
Mr. Bbnjamin Mortimer is pastoir. 

New Jerusalem Chdrcii. 

A wooden building in Pearl near Cross-Streei erected u 

1796, 35 by 50— 1750 feet square, T\»w \vo'),3,t,V*'i\«.«.iv , 
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used as a place of public worship, by different religious so- 
cieiies, the Inat of which was n presbjpteriuii congirgalion, un- 
der llie carp of (he Rev. Mr. I. S. C. Fhev, and from them it 
was purchased by its present uccupaots, in the year 1821. 
The Rev, Mr. Chablbb J, Docghtv ia minister. 

Presbitbkian Churches. 
Of these there are 22 in this city, of which the first 20 are 
under the direction of the Gknb&al A3diiMDi.v op the 1'bei- 
BYTiaiAN CHiTRCti t\ THZ Umteu States and are closely 
connected with the Keformed Dmch Church ; as the ministei 
of both denominations fn-ely exchange pulpits, and have a 
essential difference in respect to doctrine or discipline. They 
are divided into two presbyteries viz : The preabt/tery of New 
York, consisting of 17 congregations and the second presbytf 
ry of NewYoTk. This last was formerly a part of the Associ- 
ate Reformed Church; but in orabout the year ISOl, (hat 
body united with the general assembly. The two last, viz : 
the Asasociate Church and the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
are under different ecclesiastical jurisdictions. 

1st. The Presbytery ofNeic Yorle. 

Ist. The First pRBSBrrnRiAN Church isa stone building, 
■which was founded in Wall Street in 1719, enlarged in 176& 
and rebuilt in 1^09 It is 6S feet in frcHil by 97 feet square • 
and has a handsome spire. The Rev. Mr. William W. 
Phillips is pastor. 

2d. The Bkick Mbktinr, under the pastoral care of the 
Rev. Gaadineh Spring D. D. was erected in Beekman, co 
er of Nassau Street in 1797 and has since been oriianien' 
by a handsome spire. Its dimensions are 65 by K3=5395 
feel square. 

3d. Rui'GER STRBiiT Church is a spacious frame building, 
64by 8G— .')5I0 feet square wasereciedin (797. It has a 
cupola and public clock. The Rev. Thomas McAulev D. D. 
SDd L. L. D. is pastor. 

4th. Ckdar-Stkket Church, a stone building, between 
William and .Nassau -Si reels, 66 by 8I=53i6 feet square was 
erected ISO?. Vacant by the death of the late Rev, John B. 
ROHKVN D. D. 

5lh. Spring-Stbkbt Church, a wooden building at the 
corner of Varrick flO by 80—4800 feet square was erected in 
1810. Pastor Rev. Hbnrv G, Ludlow. 

6th. OranoB'Strbbt Church, a wooden building 40 by 
W— 2400 feet square was erected in 1 808. Vacant, since the 



^.^ 



MBOval of the Rev. Mr, Robert M'Cartee to ihc Canal 
Street Church. 

7lh. SBBRiri'-STBEKT Church, The congregation under 
the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Elihu W. Baldwin occu- 
pied this place since the year 1 820, when il was built, but haA%~ 
ing it too small for their accommodation, they sold it to a Ro^ 
msn Catlolic Church, who took poBseasion the first of May^ 
1 826, They are now erecting a spacious brick building, 6S by 
84=5293 feet square, in Broome, at llie-corner of Ridge-slreet, 
which will be fioished as speedily as possible. They, at presr 
nnt, worship in ene part of the Lord's Day in Broome, between i 
Cannon and Lewis Streets, aad,iii the other, in the Presbytecisll. 
Churcli in Allen-Streel, of uhich the Rev. Mr. Willia^ 
Gray is pastor. 

8th. Vandewateb-Strket Church, is a brick building, GO^ 
by 75^=4509 feet; was erected in 1821 , and ia under the pastor- 
al care of the Rev. Mr Thomas Vebmvllys. 

9lh. MAittNKit's is Church a brick building in Roosevclt- 
slreet 5H hy 60=3480 feet square, was erected in 1 81 y. Of this 
church the Rev. Mr. Joh.v Thl'air, who is a member of this 
presbytery, is pastor; hut for reasons, which may be seen here- 
a/tei, in the article which closes the account of Churches, it, 
as wll as two others, can never be classed under any particu-^ 
lar denomination. 

-10th. Christophbr-Strbbt Church is a stone building^'J 
with a marble front, 52 by (i6=^3432 feet square; was erect^, 
in 1821. Pa-tor, Rev. Samuel Row,an, D.D. 

1 1 th. The Cestrf. Ckurcb, in Broome, near Motl-Streetj 
a hrir^kbuilding, Co by 75=4500, was eieciedin 1821. The 
Bev. Mr. William Patten is pastor. 

12th. BowKKv CnuBCH, near dlinabetb-atreet, a brick build- 
ing, C3 by 80=5040 feetsquart; was erected in the year 1832, 
]t is under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Waho Stafforb. 

(Sth. Allen-Street Church, a frame building, with a; 
brick front, 40 by 65=2C00 feel square ; was finished in 1 824." 
Pastor, Rev. Mr. Willtam Gr^y. 

14th. The Elm-Stbeet, commonly the African Presbyte- 
rian Church,* a brick building, near Canal-Street, 50 by 62= 
3100 feet square; was built in 1824, and is under the pastoral 
care of the Rev. Mr. Samuel E. Coknish. 

15th, Canal-Strekt Church, corner of Greene-Streef, 
a brick building, 63 by 62^=5166 feet square; was finished ia 
1825. Pastor, Rev. Mr. Kobkrt M'Cartbc:. This con- 
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gregaiion was fortiied in 1808, and worshipped in the Orange- 
Street Cliurch, till this new building was opened. 

l6th. Laiukt-Stbeet Church, a brick building at the 
comer of Varick -street, 6l by 85=5185 feet siiuare, under 
the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Sahubl H. Cox ; was com- 
pleted in the year 1825. The congregation was founded 
in Spring-Street in 1810, where they continued till this place 
wa« opened for public worship. 

17th- Bleecker-Strget Church, a little to the Eastward 
of Sroadway, a neat Btone building, was finished this year, 
(1826.) Pastor Rev. Mr. Matthias BaLBN. 

2 J. The Second Preebgtery of Neuj-York. 

1st. A stone building erected in Cedar-Street, between 
Broadway and Nassau-Street, in 176S, in front 54 feet by 6j 
deep=35lOfeet square. Pastor, the Rev, Mr. J.M'Emov. 

2d. I'eabi.-Stbbet Church, near Broadway, 56 by 66= 
sS^lbfeei square, is a stone building, which was erected in 1797> 
Vacant, since the removal of the Rev, William W. Phillips 
to Ihe First Presbyterian Church. 

3d.- Mlrray-Strbkt Church, between Cimrch and Chap- 
el Streets is a spacious stone building, ornamented witli a hand- 
some spire and was erected in 1S12. lis dimensions are ~7 
by 92=7034 feel square. The Rev. Mr. William Snodqbass 
is pastor. 

N. B. The following ministers, belonging to the New York 
Presbytery reside in this city ; but have charge of no con- 
gregations ; ihe Rev. Messieurs James G. Ogilvie and I. S. 
C. Fkev, and the Rev. John M Mason D. D. S. T. P. of the . 
Second Presbytery of New York is likewise,wilhoul charge. 

The following two churches have no connection with either 
of these presbyteries. 

The Reformed Prbsbvteeian Church in Chamber Street, 
opposiietlie New-York Insiiluiioujunder the pastoral careoflhe 
Rev ^LE.-iANDKR M'Lkod D. D, was originally a frame 
building and erected in tSOl ; but, in 181 S, it was rebuilt and 
enlarged ; a brick building 50 by 70=3500 feet square, being 
erected in iis stead. 

Associate PaESByTEr.iAN Church, a brick building, in 
Grand, corner of Mercer-sireet , 58 by 70=4060 feet square, 
was finished in lti24, and is under the pastoral care of the 
Rev. Mr. Andbbw Stark. 'I'his congregation worshipped 
in Nassau-street, between Fulton and John-streets, from the 
year 1803, when it was built, till their removal to this new 
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o a Baptist Church, of which theRev. 



Brief Account of the Reformed Dutch Church and ils i»- 
stitulions. 

The Reformed Dutcli Church is the first that wns organked 
in America. In 1620 there were memhers of that Church ia 
New York. In 1626 a church was Tounded in, or near the 
first Port erected in [bat city. The public records of the 
Church in New Yorli, conlainiiig the names of Ministers, and 
other Church officers, together with a regular register of bap- 
tisms, marriages, Recommence with the year 1&39, and excep- 
ting the interruption occasioned by the Revolutionary Waj', 
have been carried down, and kept ivith fxeM neatness and 
care, to the present day. The Emigrants from Holland were 
the ^rst settlers in the states of New York and New Jersey. 
All the principal inhabitants of those States, then Colonies, 
were ofthe Dutch Communion, excepting a few from England 
and Scotland, who not understanding the Dutch Language, 
organized Churches of their own. By that pertinacious ad- 
herence to their own Language, which ia common to foreigners, 
the Dutch Churches were dismemtiered of a lai'ge portion of 
their people, who preferring the prevailing language of the 
country, left them, and went over to other denominations. — 
The Dutch Churches both of New York and New Jersey were 
originally from Holland ; their calls were presentL'dlothe clas- 
sis of Amsterdam, and they, acting under the authority of the 
Synod of North Holland, selected, and sect out their sup- 
plies. This plan was pursued without interruption for up- 
wards ofl30 years, down to the year 1750. It gave rise to 
a foreign jurisdiction, which eventually became oHensive, and 
as it was attended with very many and increasing inconvenien- 
cies, many ofthe churches becameanxious for the establishment 
of an independent judicatory in this country. 

The preliminary m>asures pursued for the accomplishment 
of this object gave birth to two parlies, the one in favour of, and 
the other opposed to the establishment of such Judicatory. 

That division, which took place in 17^5, and in which the 
contending parties were nearly equal in learning, number and 
influence, produced the most serious effects. It continued for 
a number of years and sometimes raged with so much violence, 
as to threaten the very existence of the Dutch Church in A- 
inerica. As the Friends of Ecclesiastical Independence were 
resolved to maintain their cause, they formed the plan of eccct- 
ing a College in the rjty of Npw-BrunsY(ic\n,'\n^e'«-SCTft«^ ,^i 
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They uccordingly oblaii 
New Jersey iniheycar I7?0, incorporating a literary ins citn- 
lion under the name of Queen's College. 

B)' ihni decisive step, all further overtures to renew their 
l'urm«r connexion with HoUund, or to unite with those 
I'biirches in America which maintained a suhordinaiion to the 
clwsii of Amsterdam seemed to be entirety precluded and the 
continuance of tho separation rendered inevitahW. 
^Th« Aral Prestdeni of that institution was the Rev. Dr. Hai- 
dmber^ an American, a man n: powerful mind, ardent piety, 
indefatigkhlv industry, and greatly blessed in his ministry, wbo 
died in that office in 1792, universally lamented. 

The Ctfllrt^ ilaeir after struggtiui; from time to tin 
th« RMUIserimis didtcvliies, throi^ want ofpecuniarj 
but still continuing the object of prayer and hope, has i 
Ij* bf«n revived under the otosi promising auspices. 

Oit tbe return from Holtan>i of the Rev Dr. Livin^oa,a 
ITTtt, aad principally thruugh his eiertioo and tDdaeno^ c' 
nlar iMtert were sent bvibe Coiuistar; f>f the Cborck 
New-Vorfc, inriling all the minislen of the D«cfa CI 
with ntch in KitVr, to m«ei at NciwTark for the 
po«e ofbecting divisioBs, and EvBunga pfaw of noil 
rat jMcaticilMM. 

Thn ptvpnutMn met with « TOT famtotkhterenptMo. Is 
t>ct. 1771. > t!CMt*l netting (tf hoth puTie> was held, wbck 
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Whilst negociation nith the Church of Hollanil vas peni- J 
ing on tliat subject, and other measures pursued for carrying f 
il into effect, the RevototionHry War occurred, which put an 
effectual stop to the further prosecution of this i 
the restoration of peace. 

At the 1st convenlion of the Churches after the close of d 
War, in 1784, the important subject of a Theological Profes- 1 
sorship was resumed, and the Rev. Dr. John N. Livingston, 
who long before had been designated by the classis of Amster- 
dam, and the University of Utrecht, was unanimously chosen 
their first Professor of Didactic and Polemic Theology. In 
consequence of an overture to the Synod from the Trustees of 
Queens College in New Brunswick in 1810, the Theological 
Institution was removed from New-York to that city. A sec- 
ond Professorship was there instituted and the venerable Dr. 
Livingston presided over lis destinies, wiih great honour to 
hhnself and advantage to the churches. 1 

Since the death of Dr. Livingston, by the most prompt, and 4 
hitherto unexampled efforts in tlie Dutch Church, stable pro* 1 
vision has been completed for the sujiport of the second pro- 
fessorate, and a third Professorship endowed ; so, that the 
whole original plan has been happily carried into effect, in all 
hi parts,andianow in full operation. 

To those who may be unacquainted with (he doctrines and 
iisagesof the Dutch Church, it may be proper to state thai their 
doctrines are embraced in those views of divine truth, drawn 
from the Holy Oracles which were composed, and adopted in 
the National Synod of Dordrecht in Holland, in the years l6l 8 
and 19. 

That synod, composed of the most distinguished dele- 
gates from all parts n[ tlurope, and of almost all denomina- 
tions of tbe'proteslant world, and which continued in session 
two years, formed one of tiie most august bodies of men that 
perhaps ever were convened on such an occasion since the 
days of the apostles. 

These doctrines which have long been published to the 
world, are embodied in the confession of faitli and cat>- 
echisms of the Reformed Dutch Church in America. They 
substantially comport wilb the 3y articles of the Church of 
England, and entirely with the doctrines of the Presbyter 
Church in these I'niled States, as expressed in their West- 
minister confession of Faith, and larger and shorter cate- 
chisms. 

The form of government of the Dutch CVratt^ \s,^'vi\<s&5 
^taUyleiian. Their Clmtcbea ate vVm«?sJi-"3 V«.'»*^''™ '' 
P2 
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States of New- York aodNew Jeney, vith a few ui Pennsylva 
nla. Their public worship has fur a long time been conduct- 
ed in ihe English Language They have eleven flourishing 
Cburches in the city of ^ew York, and compose In the a^re- 
ffBle a large and matt respectable section of the American 
Church. 



The professors of the Theological Seminary ai New Bruns- 
wicli are the futloiving, viz : 

Bev. Phillip Milledoler, D. D. Professor of Didactic and Po- 
lemic Theology- 
Rev. John De Witt, D. D. Professor of Biblical Literature. 
Jamea Cannon, B. D. Professor of Lcclesiaslical History, 
Church Uoveroment and Pastoral Theology. 



The Persons composing the present Faculty of Rutgers Col- 
lege, in New Brunswick, are the following vii : 
Rev. Philip Milledoler D. D. Preside-.it of the ColWe, and 
Professor of Moral Philosophy and the Evidence of Chistri- 

Rev. John De Wilt, D. D. Professor of Belles Letters, Ele- 
ments of Criticism, and Logic. 

James Cannon, D. D. Professor of Metaphysics, and Philo- 
sophy of the Human Mind. 

Rev. W. C. Browntee, D. D. Professor of Languages, and 

Robert Adrain, L. L. D. Professor of Methematics, Natural 
Philosophy and Aslronomy. 

Inslruction is also given in the College, on English Gram- 
mar ; ancient and modern Geography, Chemistry, Political 
economy, History, and Chronology. 



Joseph Nelson, L. L. D. late of ihe cily of New-York, Is Rec- 
tor of the Gram mat School. 

.Ilist OP THB Reporued Dutch CnuKCBKs in this citi, 
at the beginning of the present year, 1826. 

1, The South Dutch is a stone building in Garden -sireer, 
which was erected in i693 and rebuilt in 1307. Its dimen- 
sions are 58 by 66=3808 square feel. The Rev. James 
Matthews D. D. is pastor. 

2. The Church at Harliem was built of wood. It is not as- 
cvrtaiaed, at what time il was foanded ; but it is generally be- 
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lievedto have been soon after tht settlement of this ciiy bj 
ihe Dutch. Its din)fnsion<i were 30 by S7=171U l'"et aquarf. 
The Rev. Mr. CeKNBLius C. Vbrmbulb is paslcr. In tbt' 
year I83i, a new brick building 50 hy 65^3250 ftte 
was erected in its stead. Ii is ornaitienttd with a h; 

3. Middle Dutch in Nassau, between Liberty and Cei 
Streets, containing 7500 square leet, built in IJW, and 

4. NoKTH DtTTCH in William, between Fulton and Ann- 
slreela, being 70 by iOO=7000 square feel, erecred in 1769> 
are stone buildings and collegiate churclies, under the pastoral 
chargeof Rev, GERAaous A.KvyFERs,D. D. and John Knox, 
D. D. On the cupola of tiie former of iheae churches, there 
is a public clock.. 

5. The Church in Herring-street, Greenwich village, was 
built of wood in 178S and enlarged in lb07. It contains 223S 
feet square, and has a spire aud public clock. The congrega' 
tion having of lale greatly increased, the present building was 
found too small for tlieir accomniodatioD. The foundation of 
a new stone church to be 64 by 84 -5376 feet square was, 
therefore, laid last autumn, and the church will be completed 
during the present year. The pastor is the Rev. Mr. Nicho- 
las I. Marselus. 

fi. North West Cnuacu, in Franklin-street, of which the 
Rev, Mr. Gborob Dubois is pastor, was erected in 1308. It 
is a stone building (lO by 80 and contains 4S0i> square feet. 

7. The Church at Harsenville, of which 'the Rev. Dr. 
Alexandsr Gunn is pastor. Is likewise, a stone building, 57 
by 72 containing 4104 square feet. It was erected in 1314. 

8. The Market- Street Church is a stone building, 67 by 
SI and contains 5437 square feet. It was huili in 1819. 
Pastor, Jlev. William M'Murray, D. D. 

8. German Reformed Church is a bricit building, 45 by 
(;o=2700 square feet, and was erected in Forsyth -street it) 
1322. Divine service is performed in the German and Eng-' 
lish languages alternately. The Rev. Mr. Charles Knous^.J 

10 The Church in Broome, at the corner of Greene-street, 
under the pastoral charge of the Rev. Jacob Broadiieab, D. D, 
was opened in 1824. It is a brick building SO by 60=4800 

1 1 . The Church in Greene, corner of Houston-street, is a 
marble building, and was com plelcd towards the end of the last: 
year, 1825. It is 56 feet in front by 7i teei \iv it^iCo. =»a,'«5 
iqmrefecl. The Rct. Mr. F-i.i ftK\,T)w\s'w?'a^'<-w- 
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12. First Protestant REFoaMEo Dotch CnrnteB 
TBE PEOPLE OF COLOUR.* This congregaiion is organized 
according to law, and is acknowledged by the othei Reformed 
Dutch Churches. Last sutiinm the foundation of a brick 
building for iheir place of worship was laid in Wooster, near 
Canal-street. They hold their meetings, at present, in a 
school-room in Duane-atreei. Pastor, the Rev. Mr. Mark 
Jordan. 

Within the last four years, ten or twelve ministers have se- 
ceded from this connexion and assumed to themselves the 
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The True Repormbro Dutch Chtjuch. 
They profess to adhere rigidly to the articles of the synod 
_ Doiirecht. Of these there is one congregation in this citjg 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Cornelius T. DehA^ 
rest. Their church is a brick building 50 by 65^3250 feef 
square. It is situate in King-street. 

Protestant Episcopal Chi 

Soon aftei- the surrender of the colony of New York by the , 
Dutch in l(tti], divine service was regularly performed) agree; 
ably to the riin.il of the Church of England, in a chapel with- 
in the Fori anil ihis was the first Protestant Episcopal Chureb 
in this city : biit from the constant arrival of episcopalians 
from Great Bf*iian as well as from Ireland, it was soon foun^ 
to be too small for their accommodation. In the year ]C96,i 
anew and ap:!cious church was, therefore, erected; but the' 
former coniiiiued to be used for religious worship till 1741, 
when it wai lotisumed by fire, at the time of the Negro Plo^ 
as it was called. 

The folloiving is a correct list of the Protestant Episcopaf 
churches n^w in this city, with the dates, at which they were 
respectively built, the names of their rectors, &c. 

Ist. Tkitsity Church was built in 1696 in Broadway, be- 
tween Rector and Thames- Si reels, li was enlarged in 1737"; 
biirnt down in 177fi, and rebuilt in 1788. It is now a stalely 
edifice in the Gothic slyle, being ornamented wilh an elegant, 
Spire and has a fine chime of bells. It is 7^1 feet in front by 
101 deep=7'17-l square feet. 

2d, St, Padl's in Broadway, between Fullon and Xfsty' 
Streets, is a handsome stone buildingi with a fine spire *" 

' Tile aiinUtPT as well as the congregation sie ve09\« «( c<l^«n • ' 
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clock, ll was built in 1766, being 72 by IX3=S13C square 
feet ; and 

3d. St. John's in Va rick-street, which b likewise a hand- 
some as well as a spacious stone building, ornamented with a < 
spire and clock, being 73 by 111 —8103 feet square. In front 
of this building ia a large open space called Hudson's square. 
!t stands in as pleasant a situation as any church in the 
cityand was built in 1807- 

Of the above three, Trinity is the parish church, and St. 
Paul's and St. John's chapels. The Right iteverend Johh 
H. HoBAKT, D. D. is rector, and the Rev. Messieurs Wh. 
UenstAN Benjamin F- Ondekdonk and Jobs F. Scroidki! 



4th. St. GBOftor.'s in Beekman, corner of Clitf-sireet, 
was built in 1759, destroyed by 6re in 1814, rebuilt in 
I8I6. It is an elegant and spacious stone building, being J2 
by lO-i feet, and containing 7-18S square feet, li is decoratiid 
with a cupola and has a public dock. The Rev. Jambs 
MiLNOR, D. D. is rector. 

5lh. Christ CniracH, Ann-Str*et, 61 feet in front by 80 
in depth^=4):);40 square feel, is a slone building, and was 
erected in 1794. The Rev. Mr. John Sbllon Rector. 

6th. Dc St. Esprit. The building now known by that 
name, was erected in Pine, near Nassau-Street in 1704, by some 
French proteatants, who founded their Church upou the prin- 
ciples and model of that in Geneva. During the revolu- 
tionary war, the interior was entirely destroyed. In the year 
1794, it underwent a thorough repair; and in 1 SOS, the mem- 
bers as well as their clergyman joined the Protesiaat li^piaco- 
pal Church It was then consecrated in the usual manner, by 
the name of the Church Du St. Esprit. It is a stone build- 
ing 50 by 70—3500 feet square. 
HsNRi L. P. Penbvktre is rector. 
formed here in the French language. 

7th. St. Mau's in Stoyvesant-Strei 
stone building, and was erected in 179'J. It is 06 leet in 
[ireadth by 100 in depih=6600 square feet. The Rev. flir. 
William Crbighton is rector. 

Sth. ZioN Church, a stone building, 64 by 80, and con- 
taining .tl^O feet square, was erected, at the corner of Mott and 
Cross Streets in 1801, burnt in 1815, and rebuilt in 1817.— 
The Rev. Mr. Tbomas Bribntnall is rector. This church 
was built by a society of Lutherans and continued in that Ci 
nesion till 18IO, when it was received into the communion of ; 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
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ih. St. Stkfiikn« is a stoae bnildiag, 54 feet la liroQl b|, 
7^ in depth, and coniaining 4050 xjuare feet. It if uivKfe in 
Chrjslie, comer of Broome-Sireet, and was buUt in 1 SOS.-^ 
The Bev. Hium I. Filtus D. D. is rector. 
, 10th. St, Michabl's, a small wooden building, 36 by 53;,, 
^^=1908 square feel, wax erected at Bloom ingdate in 1 807^—' 
Klffae Rev. Mr. Williau Richmond is rector. 
■ 11th. Gkace Chitrcii is a ipacinus brick buii ding erect- 
ed in BrMdmiy, comer of Rector-Street, in tS08. It is 6S 
(eel in breadth by 113 in leogth=71l9 feet square. The 
Rev. JoNATHAK M. Wainwrigbt, D. D. is rector. 

I2ifa. St. James's, a frame building, erected in Hamilton 
Square, in 181(1, is 70 feet long by 40 broad=2S00 square feel. 
The Rector is the Rw. Mr. William Richmond. 

I3lh. "St. Philip's, in Collect-Street, between Leonard 
and Anthony-Streeln, was built in 1819. burnt in : 821, and re- 
' "t in IS22. (Its a neat brick building, being 50 by 60 
containing 3000 square feet. The Rev. !Mr. Peter Wjl- 
hlAMS is rector. 

I-llh. St. Luke's is a brick building, and was erected in 
Hudson, oenr [Inmeraley-streei, In 1ST2. It is in front 4S feet 
by 66 deep=3l68 feet square. The Rev. Geonae Uppold, 
D. D. is rector. 

I5lh. Christ CnuscH, in Anthony-Street, near Broad- 
vny, is a stone building, and was erected in 1823. Its dimen- 
sions are C4by yO:=5760 feet square. This Is the same coi^ 
gr^lion, which was founded in Aon-Streei, in 1734. The. 
Rev. Thouas Lteli., D. D. is rector, and tbe Rev. Mr. Mak- 
TON Castburx assistant minister. 

.l6th. An. Saints, is a small wooden building, which was 
erected in Gmnd-Street, iit the head of Division-Slreet, in ' 
1824. It is intended to answer a temporary purpose; and 
such arrangements have been m^de as to warrant the belief, 
thai a large and more suitable place of worship will be reareil 
as speedily as possible. The Rev. Mr. William A. Clark 

I7th. St. Thomas', Is an elegant and stately edifice, built 
in the Gothic style, in Broadway, at the corner of Houston- 
Slreci. It is just finished and was consecrated 23d February, 
1826. The dimensions of this building are 62 by 113=7006 
feal square. The Rev. Mr. Counelius R. Di;ppik is rector.. 
St. MAnv's, a wooden building, nearly finished at Maohal- 
_Jenvillein 1826. Vacant. 

id congregaijoQ or this cliurcli ere people orcoloiii-. 
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Besides the clergymen above mentioned, ihe following rev- 
erend gentlemenj who have ihe pastoral charge of no coogrc- 
gationresidein this city and county, viz: Rev. Drs.WM. Hah- 
Ris, President, and John M'Vickab, Professor of Moral Phiios- . 
osophy, Columbia College ; the Rev. Drs. Samuel H. TtTBr-j 
NEH and BiED Wilson, Professors of the General Theologicd. t. 
Seminary; ihe Rev. Dr. Ebmuno D. Bamy, Principal of an.- 
Academy ; and the Rev. Messrs. William Hahhell, anrf» 
Henev J. Whitehouse. 

flENLRALTHEOLOGlCALSliSilNABY OFTHeProTEBTANT 

Episcopal Chdkch in the United States, 

The building designed for this institution is now erecting 
uu the ninth Avenueon an ample lot of gronnd, which compri-^ 
ses a whole square, the inuoilicent donation of Clement C. 
Moore, Esq. This seminary was originally eatabhsh*'d bvi 
the General Convention of the Protestant Lpiscupal ChurcVi 
in the United States, in the year 1 817 and located in this city.) 
At the General Convention in 1820, its organization \va»- 
changed to ISew Haven. Al a special General Gonvenlioo^l 
belli in 1821, it was again removed to this city and under still 
further improved organization, was united with the TheotthV 
gical Seminary of this diocese, which liad been esiablished in 
1820. The trustees are the bishops of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United Slates, and clergymen and laymen 
of the said Church chosen by each diocese in proportion to its 
number of clergymen and hs contributions to the Seminary, — 1 
On the last removal of the Seminary to this citV; it came into 
the possession ofthe munificent legacy of about jl7o,000, left by- 
tlielaie Jacob Suerred, Esq. of this cily. The lectures are,! 
at present delivered and the business of the Seminary carried J 
on in a large brick building in V a rick- Street, near Si. John's 
Church, a part of which is likewise, occupied as a charity 
school for said church. 

The profpssots are the Right Rev. John Henry Hi 
D. D. Professor of Pastoral Theology and Pulpit Eloquence. 

The Rev. Sahobl H, Tchneb, D. D. Professor 0/ Biblical 
Learning. 

The Bev. Bird Wilson, D. D. Professor of Systematic Dt- 
vinily. 

The Rev. Benjamin F. Ondkrdonk, A. M. Professor of 
nature, ministry and polity of ihe church, and 

Clement, C. Moore A. M. Professor of Oriental and 
Greek Literature. 

Mr. William C. Whittiiigliamis AieVAjtaiw^- 







A LIST or annoBs. 
Catiuljc CacftcBKs. 
due of ibe nToii^aotiy war, clergymen tif thh ^ 
ioa WOK pRTcnuil, ntdcr seven; penalliei, from at- ! 
■ the provifKe (now the ctate of Nvw York ;) but no 
■as oar i a de p cndtacg full}' acknowledged, (ban ereiy 
ana «as left ai libntr, to iranh^ liis creator agreeably to the 
iliilW I iif liii Dan concciencc. In the year ]7S4and 178^) 
oarRooHN Catholic bre hr«n in this ciiy. assembled in such 
placaasihey could hire, from lime to lime, for the purpose of 
ccMmli^ divine wirshio, in ibe manner prescribed by their 
dmreh; bat in 17^^ by their own exertions and ihe liberal 
coniribaiidos of their fellow citizens of different persuasions, 
th^ ereded tbcii first place of worship. They have i 
thiee cbnrcbes. 

1«, St. Pbtkb'i, built of brick, at the comer of Barclay, 
and Clnvch Streets, in the year I7b6,being4gby81=38&8 feet 
stjoare. The \-ery Bev. .Mr. JoB-f Pows a, vicar general of the 
dioceas. b rector and the Kev. .Mr. Pster Ma:.onk assistant. 
2d. St. P.iTKicK's Catsfot^l a spacious stone building, 
being ihe largest place of worship in this city, was erected if 
lS15,a] the comerof Motl and Prince-Streets, &0 by 120= 
9600 feel square. The Rev. Messieurs Thomas Levin anc 
William Taylor are joint rectors. These two churches 
may in some me sure, be considered collegiate, a; 
ten respectively appointed by each, ofikinte altematly in both. 
3d. A frame building with a brick, frotit in Sheriff-Street. 
45 by 60=2700 feet square. This was sold by the Presbyie- 
riao Church, under the pastoral care of the Rev. Elihu \V. • 
Baldwin, in April, 1 8-6, and taken possession of by the Bo- * 
man Catholics, on the Isl May foMuwin^. It has not as yet 
been consecrated, no name has been assigned lo it;nurha» 
any pastor been appointed ; but all these things will certainly 
be done in a short time, the othert two churches being filled to 
overflowing. (£/= For f/te location of Mr. Bnldmn's con- 
gregation, »ec Presbyterian Chitrches, page IGO. 

Unitarian Churches. 
Of these there are two in this city, viz ; 1st. a stooe build- 
ing with a marble front erected in Chamber, between Church 
and Chapel-Sireela, in 1820. It is 45 feet in front, by 60 iu 
depth=a700 feel square. The Rev. Mr. William Ware is 
pastor. 

A second place of worship is now erecting in Prince, be- 
tween Oieen and Mercer-Sireeli. It will be a spacious brick 
building anri so gr*?al progress has been made in the work, that 
// will no doubt be rtnislied during the jiresenV summeT. 
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Universal Churcheb. 

Of these we have two, viz. 1st. a square brick building, 67 by 

(Jr=4489 feet square, which was erected at the corner of Duaac 

and- Augustus Streets in the year 1818, This congregation. 

however, was organised in 1S02. Pallor, the Bev. Mr. Ed- 

2d. This is likewise a brick building, fiO by 70=4200 feet 
square, anil was erected in Prince-street, a little below St. 
Patrick's Cathedral, in 1824. It is under the pastoral care of' 
the Rev. Mr. Nbheuxjlii Dodge. 

Besides the above, we have two churches which cannot, 
with propriety, be classed under any particular denomination. 
These are the Church in the Slate Prison, 34 by 34=18S6 feet 
square, and thai in the Alms Houseat Bellevue, 50 by (>6: 
TSOOfeet square. These are stone buildinf!;s. The pulpit' 
in the State Prison is lilled by clergymen of all denominaliotis,' 
e.ircept on the first Sabbath, in every month, when the Rev. 
Mr. Joufi Stanford, who is chaplain of this as well as of the 
other criroinal and most of the eleemosynary houses 
city, officiates. This laborious pastor preaches, once in the 
City Hospital, twice in the Church at the Alms Hou 
once in the Penitentiary on every Lord's Day, except 
first in every month, when ministers of the Methodist con- 
nexion perform divine service ; but, at all limes, respecta- 
ble clergymen of any denomination are allowed to exercise their 
sacred functions in both these houses of worship. Mr. Stan- 
ford likewise preaches five or six limes throughout the vbek. 

The Mariner's Church has been already noticed under the 
Presbyterian Churches, though, perhaps, with little propriety, 
:is it has no other claim to be ranked in that respectable body 
than thai their pastor, the Rev. Mr. John Tbuair, isamember 
of « The Presbytery of New York." That there are many of 
(he regular hearers attached to the Presbyterian system (S 
true. But let it ever be remembered, that this church was 
erected for the accommodation of sailors, by the liberality of 
Christians of different denominations. The institution is 
therefore founded on the broad basis of Christianity, without 
reference to any particular sect or party, and it will no doubj: 
continue, as it is at present, open to pious minislera of all de- ' 
nominations. Several societies have lately been organized for 
■' ' ■ if mariners, of which due notice will 
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PUBLIC MAIUCKTS- 
RErAPITOLATIOM. 



Baptists . . . - 

Friends . . . - 

Hebrews .... 
Independents . . . 

Lulherana ... 

Methodist, Episcopal . . 

Mew Jerusalem ~ . . 
Presbyteriiins . - , 
Pfoleslant Episcopal 
Reformed Dutch 
Roman Catholics - 
Unitarians ... 

Universalists - . . . 
Of no particular denomination 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Public Markets. 

Public markets for the sale of provisions are held, in this 

city, on every day of the week, except Sunday; and on that 

day, fish or milk may be sold before nine o'clock in the morn 

ning, and milk after five in the afiertioon. 

Till about 1 6 or 1 8 years ago, the Mayor was clerk of ihi 
marketeir^cio, andappoiniedso many persons deputy clerks 
as he thoirghl proper; but now, as the whole emalumenls ari- 
sing from the markets are vested in the Common Council, they 
have been authorised by an act of the legislature to appoint 
these officers. 

Each deputy clerk, previoui (o his entering on the duties 
of his office, must become bound with sufficient surely in the 
penal sum of $1000 ; and also lakeanoaihor affirmation, that 

he will faithfully execute the office of deputy clerk of (he 

market to which he had been appointed. 

It is their duty to cause all the laws of the corporation and 
regulations prescribed by the market committee, respecting 
Ijtlie markets, 10 be duly enforced. 
'- Beef^porkj veal] mutton and lamb, are cut up and sold in 
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the public market by the joint, or in pieces, by the licensed 
butchei-s only, tlieir agents or servanta. Each of these must 
sell at his own stall, and coocluile his sales by one o'clock in 
the afternoon, between ist May and 1st November ani), by two 
between first November and the first May. Butchers are li- 
censed by the Common Council. 

To prevent forestalling, no articles shall be bought to sell 
again, in any market or other part of the city, before 12 
o'clock at noon, except flour and meal which must not be 
bought lu be sold again until 4 afternoon. Hucksters in the 
markets are restricted to the sale of vegetables with the excep- 
tion of fruits. No poultry, eggs or butter, shall be sold in the 
public markets, or streets or cellars contiguous thereto by any 
person, except by him or her on whose farm such articles shall 
have been raised, or by some person, who shall have been in 
the country and there purchased them from the farmer, under 
the penally of ten dollars. Nor shall any person sell fresh 
^sh in any of the said markets or streets contiguous thereto, 
except fishermen and persons who shall have purchased the 
fish at the fishing place from tishernien, under the like penally. 

All butter for sale in the public markets shall be sold by 
weight ; if in rolls, each roll shall contain one or more pounds 
without any fraction of a pound ; and if in tubs, pails oi iirkins, 
other than roil butter, tlie same shall be sold by the tub, pail 
or firkin and by no less quantity ; and no person shall sell but- 
ter in any vessel except in such as hath the weight marked 
thereon. If butter or any otb<T article sold by weight or meas- 
ure shall be l'<)und deficient in weight or measure, the person 
offering the same for sale shall forfeit the sum of ten ilol- > 
larg ; and for offering to sell unwholesome or stale provi- 
sions, &c. the penalty is $25; hut besides the payment of the 
aforesaid penalties, the articles, in both cases, are seised by 
the clerk uf the market, in which such offence shall have been 
committed, and forfeited to the use of the commissioners of the 
Almshouse and Bridewell for the relief and benefit of the poc 
of the city. 

AU weights, measures or beams, used within the limits of any 
publicm arkei, shall be sealed under the penally of jf/iy dol- 
lar ! and the deputy clerks shall, at least once in every w ' 
inspect all weights, measures and beams used in their res, 
live markets, &c. and report to the attorney of the board for 
prosecution all persons whom they may find offending in the 
premises. And it is also the duty of the said deputy clerks to 
weigh the butter, which shall be exposed fov aiU '\ti i!ae -^siiSvc 
markelB, at least once in tach week. TVie^ to,>m\ ^^» -a-ixwi? 
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conslantly in Elidr respective markets, from sunrise lo ihe j 
close of the inaiket, in order that the citizens may have it in I 
their power lo make known their complainis and lo obtain re- i 
dress- -1 

Tlie market cominitlee is invested with the entire regulation 
.ind control of the public markets ; and none but licensed 
butchers, holdini; stalls in the public markets and those who 
have rented stands from the corporation, shull occupy any part 
of the public markets or market places without having Srstob- 
loined a iitrmiE in writing, fur that purpose, from the said com- 
mittee, Had having the same registered wi.b the deputy clerk 
offuch market, under the penalty of $25. Bui country peo- 
ple resorting lo the public marki-ts for the sale of their own 
provisions, ore exempt from [his regulation. The market 
CDuniitteeare, likewise, empowered lo lease at auction or uth- 
envJse, for one or more years, all the butcher's stalls and so 
many of the st nds for fishermen, count y people and huxters, 
as they may have suitable applications for, the rent for which, 
when so leased, is to be paid quarterly iu advance. 

Jn case the several stalls or stands marked oui and nuinbereil 
under the direction of the market committee, within the public 
markets shall not be rented, theclerk of the market may permit 
the same to be occupied bv persons bringing articles of pro- 
vision to market for sale, at such daily payment for the same, 
as the market committee may, from time to lime, determine. 
The following are the fees, which are now daily collected. 

For every aland forhiicksters, under cover 12 1-2 cenis,aiid 
if not under cover, 6 cents. 

For every stand for a fisherman, or for a person bringing 
produce from the country, 6 cents. 

For every stand occupied by persons for selling meat (ex- 
cept country people and butchers at their licensed stalls) two 
dollars per day, 

Uur public markets are abundantly supplied with almost 
every thing in its season, which the land and water affords. — 
In an enumeration about twenty years ago, by several intelli- 
gent genileni&n, the species of wild quadrupeds, lit for human 
food, brought to this city in the course of the year were in num 
ber 8; of amphibious creatures 5; of shell fish 14; of birds 51; 
and of fishes &2. Their names follow. Wild quaorufeds. — 
Bear, deer, raccoon, ground hog, opposum, squirrel, rabbit, 
and hare Amphibious, green lurlle, hawks bill, lo^eihead, 
snapper, and terrapin. Siiill Fish, oyster, lohster, prawn, 
crab, sea-crab, cray-fish, shrimp, clam, sea-clam, soft clam, 
scollop, grey muscle, black rauscl.; and perriwinkle. Bi«ds, 
^ild-goose, brant, biack-duck, grey-duck, caiwaBback-duckj 
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^Kiod-duck, widgeon, teal, broad-bill-duck, dipper, shell-drake, 
old wife, coole, hell-diver, whistling-diver, red-head, loon, cor- 
morant, pilestart,Bheerwater,curlew, merlin, willet, wood-cock. 
English-snipe, grey-snipe yellow-legged-snipe, robin-snipe, do- 
vertee, sinall-aand-anipe, green-plover, grey-plover, kildare, 
wild turkey, heaih-hen, partridge. quail, meadow-hen, wild pi- 
geon, turtle-dove, latk, robin, large-grey-snow-bird, small-blue- 
snow-bird, bluivjay, yellow tail, clape, black bird, woodpecker, 
blue-craae and white-crane. Fishbs. Salmon, codUsh, black- 
Ash, streaked-bass, sea-bass, sheepshead, mackerel, spanish- 
raackerel, horse-mackerel, trout, pike, sunfish, sucker, chub, 
roach, shiner, while-perch, yellow-perch, black-perch, stur- 
geon, haddock, pollock, hake, shad, herring, sardine,' sprat, 
(Dan-haden, weak-fish, smelt, mullet, bonftio, king-fish, silver- 
fish, porgey, ship'jack, angel-Ash, grunts, tusk, red-drum, 
black-druB), sheep-head-drum, dog-fish, killi-fisii, bergall, 
torn-cod, red-gurnard, groy-gurnard, -pearings, gar-fish, frost- 
fish, bluw-fish, tnad-fish, halibut, flounder, sole, plaice, skoit, 
stingray, common-eel, conger-eel and lampray. 
Here it may be observed that, as upwards oftwenty years have 
elapsed since the preceding enumeration was taken, the addi- 
tjon of several important articles may have 'been made to it 
since thai period. Much of the beef sold in out market has 
been heretofore brought from Pennsylvania; but as our stu- 
pendous canal has just been completed, so as to unite the 
waters of lake Erie with the ocean, there h no doubt, that not 
only beef; but pork^ mutton, venison, birds and even fishes of 
various kinds, perhaps, at present unknown to us, may, in a 
very short lime, be sent here from many places in the Western 
country, in consequence of which our markets will be more 
abundantly supplied than at present, though in this respect, we 
have not the least reason to complain, and the price of provis- 
ions, in various articles be considerably reduced. 

Of Public Markets we have now eleven, viz : The Fulton. 
Washington, Catharinb, Fil<,.nklin, Duans, Gouvkb- 
N EUB, Centbe, Essex, Gbano-Strekt, Spiiino-Stbkkt and 
Obbenwich Markets. 

Fulton Mahket. 

This spacious market, which is composed of an extensive set 

gf brick buildings, united together in a centre, and four others, 

I'unninglfrom the centre to the East river, was opened in 

1 822, when the old Fly Mabkbt* was torn down, and is pro. 

' Thii uncoalb name must hBTe led (.Wiacgsc Uitan^o«:,Vc 
oliirllel SB-arnhed with fliei; but the nppeUatioo w*wft«n.».-n 
Q2 
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bably as well calculated for the purpote, for which it was 'w- 
lended, m aoy on this side of the Atlantic or even io Europe. 
It is 80 called in honor of that wonderful man, to whom we are 
indebted for the introduction of steam boats, and is situate on 
(he East river, on the North side of Fulion-Strepi. 

In every one of our marketa, there may generally be found 
abundance of such provisions as are sutlable to be placed 
on wbai may be called a comfortable table : but if one be deu- 
rous of getting a great variety of those dainties and luxuries, 
which constitute an essential part of the happiness of the epi- 
cure, let him go I" this market, andtliere he may probably find 
as great a variety and abundance of " the good things of this 
life" as IS lobe met with in any part of the world. 

H. WASHtNOTON MAIUtST. 

This market was opened in the year 1SI3 onthettcite of the 
IIiii>EON Market, wl)icb bad for many years, been known by 
the whimsical name oftlieBAREMAEKST. It is situate on the 
North side of Fulton-street, between Washington -street and the 
East river and between Fulton and Vesey-stieets. Tlie appel- 
ntion of Barb as applied to it, is thus accounted for. A con 
siderablepariof the houses, on that side of thecity had been con- 
sumed by the great fire, .rbich happened 2 1st September, 1776. 
(See page 100.) Soon after its termination, a market was fixed 
there for the accommodationof the citizens, who were erecting 
new houses, on the ruins of those which had been destroyed. In 
the progress of improvement, it happened, that the market- 
house was finished long before the streets were rebuilt or the 
generality of the inhabitants re-establshed. As there were for . 
a considerable time, few purchasers, so it was seldom that a 
person, who had provisions to sell, would lose his time by ex- 
posing them there. About the year l7'88,'therefore,tliere was 
a good market house, in which little, if any provisions were 
bought or sold. This circumstance led the citizens, to distin- 
guish it by the name of the Bark Mabkbt. But about seven 
years after the evacuation, business began tn be very brisk, 
houses were erected in great numbers nlaog tlie North River, 
and the Hudson Market was so well frequented, that the Coi- 

ferent catue. Tliat part oCtbe citjr to Ibe aoulh ensinard of Peorl- 
Slreet was originafly a salt mudow, wilh n creek rumiing ihrough it 
from Msidcn-lanc to ihe £i>l titer, forming mch a disposition of Innd 
and water as was called, by tlie Dulql), Vlaie, <*. (. a Tallej, ■Ueuton' 
or vet piece of ground. Whea n marliet wm held tbere &rtt, it wns 
Ihwefore called Tea Viaie Mahket, i. e. The Valley or Meadow 
mtrkel, bom which came the cormplion nf Flt IIUrIbt." 
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tion deemed it eipedieni lo direct ihe building of The ' 
Washington Makket. 

This ii a spacions and handsome building. That part of itj 
which fronts on Washington-street, with tlie wings on Fullon 
and Vescy-Slreets, is built of brick and exclusively appropiia' 
ttd to the use of licensed butchers. At the ends of the wings 
and parallel lo the front part, there is a wooden building, for 
the accommodation of country people. Below this and close 
to the Hudson river stands Ihe fish market, which is, likewise ^ 
built of ivood. In point of abundance and variety of provis- 4 
ionSj this market is fully equal lo the Fulton. T 

III, Catharine Mabkbt. " 

This market was built in the year 1 804 andis situate in Galh- 
arine-atreet, between Cheny-streei and the Eiisl river. That 
part ofit ?/hich lies between Water and South Streets was re- 
built last autumn. The upper part between Cherry and Water 
Streets is exclusively appropriated to butchers, the lower to 
butchers and country people. The whole is built of brick and i 
is well supplied with all kinds of provisions. On the East 
river and below theabove market is a wooden building, which 
was erected last autumn, for the use of fishermen. 

IV. Franklin Mabkbt. 
This a small market situate at the head of Old Slip and was 
erected in the year I B33. It is built of brick and is very con- 
venient for the citiiens of the first ward, many of whom might 
find it diHicull to go to Ihe Fulton or Washington Markets for 
their daily supply of provisions. Very good butcher's meat is 



o be fomid in this market, ^d there is in general, B tolerable 
supply of poultry, fish and ^getablts. 

V. DuANE Market. 
This market runs from Greenwich-street, through the low- 
er end of Duane-sireel, to tfae East river. It is a small 
Aooden building and was erected in the year 1807- Here 
may be found an Bbundaiice of vegetables and fish and some- 
times piiuliry. 

VI. Cfntbb Market. 
Fronts on Grand-street and has two wings extending to- 
wards Spring-street. It is built of brick and lies between 
Mott and Orange-sireets and was erected in the year 1817- 
Abundance of vegetables, and in general, fish and fowl may be 
had in this market. 
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lT - VU. LssEx Markbt. 

This ia a brick building aod waa erected in (he year 1823. — 
It stands on Grand-slreeifbeitreen Ludlow and Essex Sireets, 
from which last it takes its name. It is well supplied with 
vegetables uid orten with fish. 

VII. Grano-Strbst Market. 
This small maket is situate on the Cast river at the end of 
Grand-street, and was built of wood in the year 1813. Hen 
are to be found butcher's meat, pletity of vegetables, and some- 
times fish. 

IX. GoifVERNBim-STiiBKT Maikbt. 
This is the smallest in the city. It was built iif wood in the 
year 1HI3, and contains only two or three butcher's stalls. 

X. Spring-Steebt Maekkt. 
This market was built of brick in the year 1S1<?, and Elands 
in tiie lower end of Spring-siteei, between Gretinwich-street and 
the Hudson river. The upper part is exclusively occupied by 
licensed butchers, and the lower by people with country pro- 
duce and fishermen. U is, in general, pretty well supplied. 
with different kinds of provisions. 

XI. Greenwich Market. 
This is a small marki't buili of brick and stands in Cliris- 
tdjiher-street, near the :>iaie IVison. It was erected in the 
year 1B13 for the accommodation of the inliabitaiits of Green- 
wich village. Besides butcher's meat and vegetables, fish 
may be generally had, and somedmes poultry. 

The revenue arising to the cit? from these markets is con- 
. jySiderable. Thus in the year ISa.-i, there was collected. 
^^-.For Market rents j(il,^gi,13 
^^P do. fe^ 13,935,49=^35, 32G,fil 

^H^ In the year 1S26. 

^^'* Tor Market rents $26,21 5,53 

do. fees 15,806,55=45,022,08. 

Being an increase of 0,695,47 during ihe last year. 



CHAPTER V. 
Public Prisons. 
Ofthege we have five in this city, one for debtor's called The 
■^SBTOii's A eABTXt^T, and 4 for critninaUand vBgrBntajViK; 
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^e Bitti:.Ewei.L, the PenitentiabY} the State Pbison, euh 

ifae HuDEB OF RSFtJQE. 

The U^ btoe's Apabtmcnt, is a squnre stone building of 
two stories high, in aa airy anil healthy stiualion, in ihe Pafk| 
a little from (he East end of the City Hull Jiid near Chathanv- 
street. It is exclusively appropriated tn the Confinemeot of 
debiurs;but has nuiv very tew tenants, as J hav<- been iDlbriD'^ 
edbyOuvKnLowivDrjSiBsq. our present liigh sheriff, that tke 
number of persons in ooseconfiiii^ment is, in general, beiveen 
twelve and twenty. Hence though the official report of pru- 
oners for debt, on the 1st of Januiiry last, ainounied to 17S 
men (for by the laws of our slate no woman can be impris- 
oned on a Civil action) not more ih.iu one tenth part of ihem, 
were locked up in Jail and the others, in consequence oflheic 
friends having become boil, were enjoying the jail libertiuR, 
which now esii-nd :hrough the whole city and country. 

Before! enter on a description of our four criminal prisonSf 
ii may not be improper to give a brief view of the punishment 
annexed In di/Tert^ni crimes and of ihe places of conlinemenW 
(o which criminals of difTereni descripiions are sent. Vfcj 
grants are conHned in Bridewell till ihey can be conveniently 
sent to the Peniieniiary,* as also criminals of every descriir- 
tion from the murderer and highway robber to the thief who 
has pilfered a few shillings, till they are discharged by due 
course of law, or convicted by the court of the crimes olledg- 
cd against them, after which ihey are immediately conducted 
by the constables or marshuls to llieir respective places of des- 
tination. 

Persons convicted of petit larceny, i. e. of stealing goods, &c. 
the value of which does not exceed ^29, found guilty of frauds, 
misdemeanours, violent assaults and battery, keeping disorderly 
houses and other minor ol&nces, are sent to the Penitentiary. 
Criminals of this description are confined [here at hard labour 
any term not shorter than one month nor longer than three 
years, as to the judges may appear proper, taking into consid- 
eration the nature of the case and the circumstances attending 
it. But if a criminal should be tronvicted at the same court, on 
two or more indictments, for any of tbosecrimes now men- 
tioned, he will receive a sentence on each; so thai after the ex 
piration of the term, for wliich he was to have been confined 
for the first offence, he immediately enters on his imprison- 
ment for the se^nd, &c. Vagrantsare committed to tlie Pen- 
itentiary by the police justices to be employed there at hard 
liibour, for any time not exceeding six months ; and may be 
* Tounf Vbj rant» are often sent to l\w Hotjs* av «.v»^«i. 
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liberated on a respectable person becoming surety for I lie 
good behaviour, or thai ihey will leave the city and county : 
but those condemned by ihe court can ojily be discharged by- 
a pardon from bis Cicellency the Governor, which is by no 
means, easy to be obtained. 

■ No person can be confined in the Slate prison for a less 
term than three years and one day, and the punishment ex- 
tends from three years and one day to 3 1 years, according to 
the crimes of which they have been severalty found guilty; but 
the duration of the ciinfinenient is, in general positively pre- 
scribed by law, in consequence of which as little is left to the 
discretion of the judges as possible. For the crimes of kigh- 
loay robbery, burglary, forgery, counterfeiting and rape. J 
criminals arc confined, during life, and for all other crimes of 
a higher grade than those, which subject culprits xn the Peni- 
teuiiury, except the few, which are capital, tliey are sentenced 
10 the Slate Prison from three years and a day to twenty one- 
years, in addition to the confinement at hard labour for a 
certain number of years, convicts, whose crimes are attended 
wiih circumstances of a very aggravated nature, may be con- 
demned to solitary coiifinemi-nl for such-a number of months 
as lo the judges, before whom they have been convicted, raay i| 
appear proper. There is one case, which is not, perhaps, 
generally known, viz : that a criminal may under certain cir- 
cumsiances, be sent to the State Prison for petlit larceny. — 
It is this, If alter undergoing his regular term of punishment 
in the penitentiary for petit larceny, he should afterwards be 
found guilty of a similar offence, the law considers it as grand 
larceny and requires, that the offender, be sent to the State 
Prison and not to the Penitentiary for the same. 

There are few countries in the world, in which capital 
punishments are so seldom inHicled as in the state of New- 
York, where Murrfpr and argon are the only crimes, which 
subject the offender To a shameful death. It is, indeed, true, 
that persons guilty of piracy, treason and mail robbery, finish 
their wretched lives on the gallows ; but these crimes are cog- 
nizable in the courts of the United Slates an i not in the in- 
dividual state. In which they may have been committed, and 
as the depredations of pirates are, in general, on the high seas, 
it is obvious, that they can only be punished by the general 
government. 

It may now be expected, that I should notice the requisites 
necessary to render a young person a proper object, for 
the House of Itefuge, but as this is a new and as I believe, 
1^ far the most promising instilutiou ever established in our 
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city or indeed, ia the United Stmtes, Tor the reformation of Ju- 
venile delinqueots, a more particular account of its rise, pro- 
gress, inmates and of the beneficial efTecls. which have already 
resulted from it, will be found towards the close of ibis chap- 
ter. 

The City Prison and Bridewell is a stone building sit- 
uate in the Park, near Broadway, and a few yards West of the 
City Hall. Although the inmates of this Prison are enly con- 
fined in it, for a short time, it is greatly to be wished, that of- 
fenders of different degrees of guilt should be kept as much 
apart as possible. To place the old and hardened villain, 
in the apartment with the young and inexperienced offender ; 
the aged and crafty felon in the same room, with the boy, 
who has committed some trifling depredations i», in fact, 
erecting a school for guilt, and breaking down all wholesome 
barriers of distinction. But though this is a serious evil, it is 
not in the power of Mr. Geoxoe B. Thobfe, tlie present wor- 
thy keeper, lo adopt any mode, by which It can be remedied. 
He has only a few rooms and tlie number cannot be increased, 
the building being by far too small. This diHicully howev- 
er, will in all probabililyj be soon obviated; aa the Common 
Council have just purchased the State Prison, of which they 
will take possessinn as soon as the new one shall be finished 
in West Cheater : and it is highly probable that the Debtor's 
Prison and Bridewell, for both of which there is more than 
abundance of room, will be translerred to that place as soena.'i 
the present occupants shall be removed to their new quarters. 
It need scarcely be observed, that the removal of these two pri- 
sons from the Park 'iladd greatly to its beauty and elegance.. 
The affairs of the Bridewell arc directed by five respectable 
citizens, who are appointed by the Common Council by the 
name of "The Commissioners of the Alms House, Bridewell 
and Penitentiary of the City of .New- York," The officers 
of the City Prison and Bridewell arc the keeper and two de« 
puty keepers or turnkeys, who are appointed by the Com- 
mon Council. 

2d. The PENiTENTiARr is a stone building 150 feet in 
length by 50 in breadth, and three stories high. It is situate 
at Bdkvue, contiguous to the New Alms House, near to ihi 
V.d'A River, on as pleasant and salubrious a spot 
Ibimd on the continent, and is nearly three miles distant from 
theCityHall. Ii was opened on May 18, 1816: and exclu-. 
sively appropriated lo the confinement at hard labour of such . 
persons as should be convicted at the Court of Sessions o^yaq^j 
larceny ami other minor offences, and o( va^iavvX^ "^^ 
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prisoners confined hern, a number are employed on tlie 
Toads, some in the gfarden arid uiher honse work, some as shoe' 
makers, tailors, &c. at iheii mpeciiie trades : and oflhe wo- 
men, part are employed in the kitchen, some in making and 
mending the cli'thes of tlieir fellow prisoners, und others in 
making slops or in such olher work as lo the commisaioners 
may appear most conducive to the good ofthe esrtiifaltRbment. 
The Trbad Mill was in operation within the walls of the 
penitentiary from the 23d September, 1822, till November, 
I S24, when it whs necessarily suspended, in consequence of 
many being sick of a maiienant disea^ecalled the typhus or 
jail fever, which had raged, for some time, with great fury, 
amongst the prisoners, and to which numbers of ihem felt 
victims; OS did also William L. Belden, M. D. who 
lost his life in the cause of humanity and three of the keepers. 
Since that lime the Tread mill has nol again been revived, 
owing totwo circuraslances. Isl. Many young vagrants and 
petty nflenders, who were then with great propriety put upon 
the wheel are now sent to the House of Hefuge, where it is 
certainly more reasonable to expect, tliHt their morels will be 
corrected, their minds improved, and they (the youthful de- 
linquents) rendered useful members of society than tf they 
had been confined in the Penitentiary. 3d. It has been mor« 
easy for the Corarulssioners to tind slop work for the females 
than formerly. It is indeed, true, that the emoluments arising 
from iliis kind of work are of little beneCt to the establish-^ 
men! ; but that which arose from grinding grain at the Tread 
Mill was much less. To this I may ndcl, that though females, 
when on the wheel displayed more cheerfulness than the men, 
who were at work, in the same ninnner in another apartment, 
various reasons render it improper, that women should remain 
under this kind of discipline for any leugth of time; nor do 
1 see the necessity of again resuming it at all, for their punish- 
meni, as the commissioners can easily devise some kind of em- 
ployment for them more congenial to the habits of their sex. 

But with respect to the male criminals, I see no improprieij' 
in setting them on the Tread mill, when more profitable em- 
ployment cannot be obtained for ihem. 

Of the elfecis of this kind of punishment, on the prisoners, 
I have had considerable opportunity of forming a correct 
opinion, having resided as an under keeper for about seven 
months in the year 1824, and after mature reflection I have 
no hesitation in declaring, that the labour of the tread mill was 
neither intolerably severe nor in the least injurious to health, 
/hal the work imposed upon the convicts, in the penitentiary. 
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m&y be jather considered as aheallby recreation tbaii a dread- 
fd punishment, and that even the Tread mill, if I except the 
chains viora by the mate convicts, is not harder work than we 
see dolly petformed by numbers of our honest labourers i" 
this city. Still, however, no prisoner either in the Peniten- 
tiary or State Prison need expect any thing agreeable, so long 
as he is immured within their walk. No sooner does he 
arrive at the place of his destination than he is obliged to ex- 
change his clothes, however fine they may bp, for the homely 
unit'oim of the place, which, though comfortable, is of a very 
coarse teiture. Of food he is allowed a sufficiency of a very 
inferior quality ; but from the moment he becomes an inmate 
in either of these prisons, he may bid an adieu to dainties anil 
luxury. His associates are the moat abandoned wretches and 
he is debaTF«d from the company of his acquaintances, friends 
and relations. Day succeeds day and alTurds variety to most; 
but none to him, and he drags out hia miserable existence in 
one continued scene of melancholy, gloom, and despondency. 
There are certainly numbers of thoughtless miscreants, who 
view the punishment inflicted upon them with the utmost in- 
difference; but I well know that the situation of every pris- 
oner, unless of those, who are hardened in iniquityandlost toall 
senseof feeling, is exceedingly wretched. It was long a raattei 
of regret, that so many juvenile offenders sleeping in the same 
room with villains hardened in guilt, were thereby greatly in- 
juredin their morals. To remedy this glaring impropriety, sixty 
cell3,each7 feet in length by 3 1-2 in breadth, were constructed 
in the summer of 1S25, so tha! those, who were most likely 
to contaminate others by their bad example are now kept en- 
tirely by themselves. 

The officers of the penitentiary are a keeper and three dep- _ 
uty keepers, appointed by the Common Council, and the com- M 
missioners are authorised to appoint as many out-door keepers, S 
not exceeding tCBjas they may deem proper, who shallhave llHk4 
charge and safe keeping of prisoners at work on the roads or * 
otherwise. They may, likewise, appoint four of the said as- 
sistant keepers as watchmen for the Penitentiary. The pres- 
ent keeper is John O. Woobbufp, Esq, who, for several years 
previous to the death of the late keeper, Alderman William ■ 
Hooghland, acted as assistant keeper, with credit to himself m 
and the entire satisfaction of the commissioners. I 

3d. The State Prison is a large stone building thretf J 
stories high, having all its workshops in the rear, and wtw 
opened for the reception of convicts in the y^*= H'i^- V, 
stands about a milcanda halt to \.W 'SoA'ne!w,Vs»\4. »'*.■*»* 
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City Hall, in the Village o( Greenwich, near the banks of the 
Hudson Riv«', on as healthy a spot as is to be found on the 
[stand. The space is enclosed by a strong stone wall fourteen 
feet hioh in from, and tventy -three In rear, in which i* com- 
prised the prison and its appendages, in extent about four 
acres. 

The prison is under the superintendence and direction of 
seven inspectors, who are appointed by the governor by and 
iviih the advice and consent of the Senate. They make rules ' 
for the government of the convicts, and other persona belong- 
ing to the prison, appoint a keeper, deputy keeper, agent, 
clerk, and as many assistant keepers! as to them may appear 
(iroper, whose salaries are all paid by the state, as are also 
the expenses of conveying the convicts thither from the differ- 
ent counties and of their maintenance while there. The 
number of assistant keepers is at present, fifteen. 

The Ins|)ectors, or rather their agent, purchase clothing, bed- 
ding, provisions, tools, implements, and materials for the em< 
ployment of the convicts, and dispose of the same when man- 
ufaciured to the best advantage. The inspectors meet regu- 
larly every Thursday to transact the business of the Ins'titu- 
tion and oftener if necessary. 

To specify all the trades or callings, which are carried on in 
liiis prison would be too tedious. There are blacksmiths, 
iiailors, shoemakers, tailors, Carpenters, chairmakers, cabinet- 
makers, coopers, weavers, &c. all of the prisoners, so far as 
practicable, being permitted to follow that particular trade or 
occupation, in which they had been brought up. Young men 
reared in idleness and unacquainted with any regular means of 
earning an honest livelihood, when lodged in this place, are 
instructed in such trade or business, as may in the opinion of 
ihe Inspectors, be most conducive to their future benefit. 
They are thus enabled to become good workmen, by the ex- 
piration of the term for which they had been sentenced to 
confinement, and have it folly in their power, if they feel so 
ilisposed, lo provide for themselves in a comfortable man- . 
ner. Decent strangers as well as citizens, who are desirous 
of seeing the prisoners al work, may be gratified by paying 
12 1-2 cents each for [he benefit of the Institution. 

In the State Prison on the 13th of April 1826, tlie numlier 
i)f convicts were 

Ofwhitcmen 318 Of coloured men 91 
while ^¥omen 11 coloured women 28 

S3I) 119— Tola! 44S 
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fiut in juslice to llu- reputation of our slate, it is prnpi 
observe that more than one half of the above convicts are from 
foreign countries or from other stales, many of whom have 
been, no doubt, attracted by ihe hopes of getting more abun- 
dant plunder in this metropolis than ihey could erpeci in anj 
other place. In the Prison hospital, in A phi last, there wertf 
thirty-seven patients, most of whose cotnplaints were of a 
pulmonary or dropsical nature. 

Having already noticed tl)e dress and diet of the prisoners 
under the preceding article, the Penitentiary, I now proceed 
to take notice of the means adopted to prevent their escape. 
It has been mentioned already, thai there are fifte. n assistant 
keepers. Six of these are on the watch every night, and so 
stationed in the different wards, that they can easily discover 
the commencement of any disturbance. But besides these, 
there is an armed guard, consisting of a captain and fourteen 
privates," whose duty it is to suppress all riots and commotions 
among the prisoners and to prevent their escape. In this In- 
stitution, the prisoners have been wise enough to discover that 
the eye of justice was too vigilant, and its arm too powerful Jo 
permit them to fly in the fac« of authority with impunity, or 
with even the least chance of success. Hence nothing like a 
general rising has taken place since the year 1803, when there 
arose a commotion which was not suppressed ilU three were 
killed and several wounded. The present keeper is John 
Gibson, Esq. a gentleman in the prime of life, and thorougly 
acquainted with every part of ihe business of the eslahlislit- 
ment, as he has acted with honour to himself and advantage to 
the public in the capacity of a deputy keeper from Jith April, 
1802 tillAugust in the year 1825, when on the death of Da- 
vid Board, issq. then keeper, be was appointed in his stead. 

New Slate Prison. It having appeared to many benevo- 
lent individuals, that the rooms in our Slate Prison were by 
far too large to answer the purpose of the Institution, and that 
the circumstance of so many prisoners sleeping together in one 
apartment had an evident tendency to corrupt their morals, 
representations were made lo the legislature upon the subject, 
at their session in 1825. For this as well as for other reasons, 
an act was passed, March 7ih, 1835, " authorising the erec- 
tion of a new Slate Prison in the first or second senate dis- 
tricts of this state," and appointing George Tibbits, Stephen 
Allen, and Samuel M, Hopkins, Commissioners. 
* Till a 
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The fuundalion of the proposed edifice was, accw . 
Idid, at Mount PlcasHiit, Westchester county, sbout 36 mile 
(rum the city, in JUay following. It is to contain 800 celln, 
iiach 7 reel lung by 3 1-2 in breadth, so that whatever number 
of piisoners, il may be supposed, there will be conTined there ai 
liny one time, there will be a place, in which eacli of thrra can 
sleep sefiaratdy. Sixty o( [heat; cells were completed in the 
month of November Ju^i. Considerable progress has been 
made in the building and it is expected, that il will be fin- 
ished in the spring of 1 828. The whole work has been ear- 
ned on by convicts, of wbom there are now therebetween 130 
-<tnil 140. 

House of Rhfl'ge. 

The reformation of persons advanced in years and inured 
to the commission of crimes, though often attempted, has 
lierelofore been of little benefit either to the wretched offen- 
ilcrs or to the community. Indeed, we are taught by sad es- 
l^vience, |bat if a person at the age of forty years or upwards 
be convicted in a court of justice, the probability of his being 
rendered a good member of society by any Jiuman means may^ 
in a great measure, be considered as hopeless. 

With respect to juvenile delinr|uents, however, the case if - 
ivjdely difFerenl. Their manners are not permanently formed, 
and though their habits may be vicious in consequence of the 
Ijad example or neglect of their parents, their minds are plia- 
ble and, by the use of proper means, may be impressed with 
the principles of morality and religion, in consequence of , 
which, instead of remaining the outcasts, they may become use- 
ful members of society, 

"A society for the reformation of juvenile offenders" had 
been formed in London for several years, and in iheir annuo) 
report, June 3d. 1823, they thus stale the advantages, which 
were likely to result from it. "Thesuccess of this Institution, . 
satisfactorily proves, that there are few even amongst the most 
guilty, who may not, by proper discipline and treatment, be 
subdued and reclaimed, and justifies the meeting in ihe con- 
viction, that no measure would be so efficacious in arresting 
the progress of juvenile delinquency, as the establishment of 
rt wall regulated prison for the reformation of criminal yonih." 

With such satisfactory evidence of the utility of this Insti- 
tution in London, il naturally occurred to many of our fellow- 
citizens, that if one upon a similar plan should be established 
here, it might be equally conducive to the cause of liutnanily. 
.4 society was accordingly orgat\iied by a tjumbet of beuEvoi 
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^n^^mns vho, on the 29lh of March 1 S23, obtained ftn act 
for its I ncoip oration by the name of "The Society for the ve- 
fortnation of Juvenile offenders in the city of New York." 

Their charter authorise them to establish "A house or 
Refuge" for juvenile dehnquents, and places ihe concerns of 
the corporation, under thirty managers, who are to be annual- 
ly elected by ihe members on the 3d iVlonday ofNovember. 

By the 4lh section of the act, ihe managers are authorised 
to take into ihe House of Ri^fuge all such children as shall be 
committed as vagrants, or convicted of crimes in ibis city, as 
may in the jodgement of the court, before whom they shall 
he tried, the jjolice magistrates or the commiasionprs of the 
Alms House, be proper objects, and the said managers may 
place such children, during iheir minority, at such employ- 
ments, and cause them to be instructed in such branches of 
useful knowledge, as shall be suitable to their capacities, and 
they may hind out the said children lo such persons and at 
such places and to learn such trade or employment, as they 
shall think will be most conducive to iheir reformation and ru<- 

The first concern of the managers was to ascertain how far 
they might rely upon the bounty of the citizens for the means 
requisite lo carry into effect the proposed asylum. Tliey pub- *j 
lished a patl)etJc address to their fellow citizens, in which ihey 
pointed out the great benefits which might be expected lo re- 
sult lo the community from the establishmeot of a "House of 
Refuge," bul more particularly lo those unhappy individuals, 
for whose reformation the idea of such an institution was first 
started, and after slating the difficulties, lo which they would 
be exposed in treading the untried path, unaided by example 
in this country, they concluded thus. "But all we want as an 
encouragement lo perseverance, is the promptitude and effi-- 
ciency of your co-operation." This appeal was not made in 
vain. Subscriptions and donations lo the amount uf about 
^15,000 were the result. The legislature, likewise, at their 
next session granted to the institution the sum of $2000 per 
annum for five years, in aid of its funds. 

Thus encourged, the next care of the managers was to find 
a suitable scite for The House of Refuge,and they fixed on the 
spot, held by the general government, as an arsenal, at tlie 
juncture of Broadway and Bowery, which was no longer 
wanlcd for that purpose. And it was scarcely possible 
that they could have made a betlcF choice. From the vicious 
habits ofthe boys, who would necosa^tW^ \ie s^iM.^txe^Xx 
oMous, that a high trail around ttve p«D\s« "N^viA^e.' 
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Iteasahly necessary. The araeuat utH only allbrded this im* 
poitaot advanta^ ; but coniaiaed a suitable dwelliDg for (he 
superintendeut and his Taniily. The outer wall iucludes a 
space of 320 by 300 feel, which a quite suSiciem for any ex- 
icnsion nf ihe institution. 

Op the 1 si January, 1^23, the House of Refuge was opened^ 
when nine poor outcasts from society, \iz. ihfee boys aod sis 
Ljirls, clothed in rags, were placed before a numerous and res- 
pectable audience, whose feelings unanimously vibrated in uoh 
son with the pliilanthrophic views, which led to the formation 
of the Instilution. The number of its inmat^E continued to 
increase to fifty eight, vii : forty four boys and fourteen girli, 
beyond which the former limited iiccommodalions for th^ 
males could not be e:itended. The whole number admitced 
from its commencement to the anoual meeting, l6tb Nov. laat, 
was seventy -three, of whom two were returned to their par 
rents, one sent to the Alms-house, one discharged being of age^ 
four absconded, and nine were indented. The present number^ 
f'May lOlh 1826,) consists of sixty boys and fifteeo girls. 

Though the building found on the premises answered a good 
U'mporary purpose, yet it was totally inadetjuale to the wants 
of such a school of industry and reformation as the occasion 
demanded. Accordincly the managers caused a stone edifice; 
two stories high, 150 feet long by 88 feet wide to be erected. 
This is exclusively designed for i»>ys, and it is intended, to ap- 
propriate the original building to the use of girls, for which, 
however, it is not well constructed, and quite too small to ad- 
mit of that extension of the female department, which is de- 
sirable. A building corresponding with thnt erected for the 
males is, therefore, a great disidcraiuoi in the completion of 
(he plan. 

With respect to the utility of this institution, the statement 
nf Hugh Maxwell, Esq. District Attorney, to the Managers, 
who had requested bis opinion on the subject, will convey the 
most sBiisfitcinty information, as ilie station of that gentleman, 
enables him to judge more correctly of its effects, than any 

"I am happy to state," says Mr. M." that the House of Ref- 
uge has had a most benign influence in diminishing (be number 
<if juvenile delinquents. The most deprnvi'd boys have been 
withdrawn from the haunts of vice, and the esantples, which 
ihey gave, in a great degree destroyed. 
^"J find nodifficutty now in checking rite yow^offwdeis. 
Before the eafablidiinent of the Hoase of R.eft>ge,alad 14 or 
iSyenra of age, m>§ki hnve been ari«iied four v fiw limes (oi' 
thefts, and it ivas IiartJly ever that a ] ■AAtQy.Vx'J. 
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him. They would rather, that the culprit acknowletjged lo be 
guilty, should be'dischargcd altogether, than be conliaed in the 
priaon* of the state or county. 

" Thb disposition so frequently exercised by magistrates 
and jurors renderiid the lad more bold in guilt, and I 
have known inslunccs ol lads now in the House of Refuge, 
being indicted ball a dozen of limes, and a» often discharged to 
leoew their crimes, and with the conviction, that they might 
steal witli impunity, 'i'he conmderation, however, that there 
is a charily, which pk-ovides for objects ol'ihis character, has 
lenioved all objections to convictions in casea of guilt. • 

"Formally too many citizens were reluctant in bringing 
lo the police-office young persons, who nere detected in the 
commission of ciiraes. This operated as an encouragement 
to depraved parents to send very young children to depredate 
upon ilieconimuniiy — if delected they knew no punishment 
tfould follow. This is one cause of the small number ofjuve- 
nile offenders dtiring ibe last year. I might enlarge on the 
beneftts of this noble charily, were it necessary. Of ihis I am 
certain, that no inslituiioii has ever been formed in this coun- 
try by benevolent men, more useful and beneficent. 

HuoH Maxwell.'' 

Ucl. 2151, 1825. 

It must be obvious, that in such an institution, particularly 
iU its commencement, the success, in a great measure, depends 
upon the xeal, abilities and discretion of the superinten- 
dent. Mr. Joseph Ciirtis v/aa the gentleman, whom the) 
luanagera appoinied to that office, concerning whom they thus 
express ihemselvcg in their report. " Upon tlie whole, as it 
respects the imports tit and main question of moral reformation, 
the managers have abundant reason to congratulate the society,< 
oil the evidence, which their sbori eiperlence has alTorded njf , 
the substantial benefii, which may he expected to Sow 6'iim 
the operations of this Institution. The superintendent, ('tcAose 
vigilant a»d judicuuu nttentiona to the untried duties 
of his siation have given taach satisfaction) speaks in tlie 
mo»t decisive terms of encouragement, wiih .respect to the 
moral improvement of the children of both ae.\es. Some at 
the boys who appeareil for a considerable time to be the most 
obstinately depraved beguji, at length, lo yield to the appltcalion 
of the moral re modi e*r which were patiently endsicadily ap- 
plied, and now »ank among the very best in tite Institution." ■ 

The same observations apply to se\era.V ot \\\t ^wVi-wVd ■jist 
under tlic jn ore immediate care oCMissVB'EWY.Cvi^'^WiWi^sia' 
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roD, who'jike her worthy brother, has her heart set upoiT 
prosperity of the Institution. There is, likewise, a committee 
oflhineen respectable ladies, whose watchful care and enlight- 
ened counsel deserve the greatest coroniendation. In addi- 
tion to their oversight oftlie domesiic regulniions and employ- 
ment of the girls, their conversations with these unfortunate 
children, their admonitions, their encouragement, their patient 
efforts to implant into iheir minds ihe pure principles of relig- 
ious obligation, strengthened by scripture truths, cannot fail to 
come powerfully in aid of the instructions of the matron in ef- 
fecting the moral improvemeitt of her charge. 

To those, who have visited this Institution, allliough in its 
infancy, the appeal may be made, whether they have not wit- 
nessed the altered countenances, the modest demeanour, the 
I heerful industry, and the promising indications, which its in 
mates exhibit, with sensations of delight. To render it Hoi 
most useful charitable establishment not only in this city, but 
in the United Stales, nothing is wanted but funds, and of the 
means of procuring them, in the most ample manner, it would 
be a libel on the benevolence of our legislature, our common 
council, and our citizens at large, lo entertain even the slight- 
est doubt, lam happy to atld, that the legislature, on the 
28th. January, 1 8SG, passed an act granting, in aid of the Tunda 
of this institution, the sum of $1S,000. 

The payment of Glty dollars constitutes n person a member 
for life, and an annual subscription of three dollars a member 
so long as it is continued to be paid. 

The following thirty gentlemen are managers for this year, 
nf whom the first nine are officers; CadwaUader D. Colden, 
President, StepAm Alien, John T. Irving, John Orisctm. 
Ilenry I. Wyckoff, Cornelius Dubois, and James Lovett, Vice 
Presidents, Raljpk Olmsted, Treasurer, and Robert T. Mott, 
■Secretary. 

The other managers are Arthur Burtis, Isaac Collins, Sam- 
uel Cotcdrey, Robert C. Cnrnell, IVilliam A. Davis, Thomas 
Eddy, Thomas Gibbons. James W. Gerard, Joseph Grinnell, 
John E. Hyde, Ansel W. Ives, William F. Matt, Hugh 
Maxwell, Richard Ril^er, John Steams, Frederick Sheldon, 
Peter Shante, Arthur Tappan, Jonathan W. Wainwrighi. 
Gabriel ff*f«Hcr,and Samuel Wood. 

It?* Donations to the House of Refuge will be thaiikfnb- 
fy received by either of the above gentlemen. Where, it may 
he asked, can they be bestowed with more propriety ? 



The Alms House. 

Tbe house forinerly appropriated for tlie reception 
iodigent was, at the time it was built, y'lz. in the year 1778^'. 
deemed sufTiciently large to ansirer the purpose for which it 
waa intended. It stands in ihe I'ark in the rear oftheNew 
City Hall, and fronts on Chainber-Btreet* ; but as our paupers 
increased in the same ratio with our population, it became ne- 
cessary to provide for their accommodation in a more sptf" | 
cious edifice. Tlie piesent Alms-house had been finished at J 
Bellevue, in the spring of tlie year 1816, when the paupers 1 
tvere forthwith removed to tbatcomniodiuus building. It is 
erected very near to tlie banks ofthe Ea&t River, in m pleas- 
ant and healthy a aituaiion as can be found in any part of thi- 
United States, and nearly three miles to the North eastward nf 
the City Hall. 

The Alms House, t<^ether with the Penitentiary, trhich has 
been already described, and the Bellevue Hospital, the whole a{ 
which constitute " The Bflievue Estabtiskment," are enclosed 
bya stone wall, from 7 to 10 feet high, containing 26 acres, — , 
It is built of blue stone, 3S5 feet in front with' two wings of 
J 50 feet in depth each. The whole, which is three siorieshigilj 
is divided into seventy apartments of from 25 by 35 to 25 bjr" 
<j5 feel, besides pantries, cells, &c. Belonging to this TnsiitU' 
tion, are two brick hospitals, one for men, the other for women, 
each of which is 25 by /."iand three stories high, containing six 
rooms 25 by 32 1-2 feet; two work shops, one ofbrick, SOOr 
feet long by 25 in width, and three stories high ; the other ofi^~ 
stone, IQO by 25 feel, and two stories high. Besides the above^ 
liiere is the house for the superintendent and family, twoi 
houses for stewards, a house for the gardner, wash-house, bn*^ 
kery, stables, cow-house, &c. * 

Agreeably to the city charter, the Common Council are enW 
powered to erect, or convert any of their buildings already 
erected into an Alms-house for the accommodation ofthe poor, 
They are likewise authorized by an act of the legislature, paa^ 

' Since the New Altn)-UaiiiD wai opened, this bDllding liaibee 
led Ihe "New York Institute" niiil with the eii^cplion of cerlain i 
racoti in the Ekilcm wiag-, which hare been reierved Tor the ai 
inodnlloa of John Hunteb, Ek). Clerk ofthe Cemmiaaioneia, bi 
r^mily, an ofBce for Ihe iiie of the snjil CommiationerB. anil loniB r 
ill Ihe baaemenl ator; for the rcceplioa of paupera till thej' cnn In 
renieiilly removed to Bellevue, has been appropvialed for Ihe uie i^ 
ScudJer'a American Muaueio, the Academy of fine Ana, the Historical 
Society, the Seminary for (he Instruction of Ihe Deaf and DumI 
(lire Boom for Dr, Gkucosi, and othitVitevarY rosi:vVaSioi\%- 




sed Bih April, I SOI, to appoints number not exceeding five, t 
Ihe freeholders aod inhabitants ol' the city, lo t 
the poor, by the name of the Commisi ' 
bonse and Bridewell of the City of New York." 

The major part of theK have power not »nly to oversee and , 
provide for the iioor who may be In the house, but, tikewisc, 
to adminiiler relief to such poor faniLlieaas evidently require it, 
instead of taking thecn into ihe house, if in their opinion, this 
tatter mode shall be niost proper. 

The officers of the establishment appointed by the Common 
Council are ilie super! men dent, clerk, a House Physician, and 
a House Surgeon, who alternately discharge the duties of a 
man-midwife and a visiting Physician and a visiting Surgeon. 
The commissioners are vested with full power and authority 
[o appoint three stewards, and all other olficers, agenlsand ser- 
vants in or about the Alms-hou^e, Bridewell and Penitentiary; 
lo lii iheir salaries, to superintend and direct the business and 
transactions of the said institutions, and alt matters relating 
thereto, except the appropriation of money, and to make sucli 
rules and regulations for the government of i he same, in conform- 
ity with the laws and ordinances of the Cnranion Council as 
will best promote the public interest; and any two of them may 
bind out apprentices an<1 servants, under the same sanctions, 
to which thf overseers in the several towns of the state, are 
subjected. The Superintendent ie alone Invested with au- 
thority to appoint inferior officers, such as conks, overseers of 
rooms, and other domestics of the house, all of whom are re- 
movable at his pleasure. 

There is an ordinance of the Common Council respecting 
line admission and discharge of paupers ; classing ihem accord- 
ing to their different characters and for the restraint ofiroprop- 
er conduct ; Iheir clothing, diet and fuel ; th^ treatment of the 
sick; the care and manngement of children; the admission of 
visitors and tbi- abuse of office. Agreeably to this ordinance, 
such of the paupers as are capable of work, are provided with 
suitable employment, and the superintendent may reward the 
industrious by small gratuities. The labour assigned them 
is so far from being injurious, that it is highly conducive to their 
health, and more is not exacted from any man or woman 
than can be performed with the greatest ease. A sufficiency 

■ Thev arc now CDnxnlisioncrB of the Alms home, Bridewell and 
Penilmhary, and, »t preieni consisl of JoHW TiKOiK, TnoMis R. 

Smitb, Peter Stage, Jobs Wb3tebvklt and Ahthdii BoiiTia (sti- 
/vrinlcndtnt tr officio) Eiquirci. 
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of good aod vholesome provisions, is allowed to each, and they 
are provided with clean, whole and comfortable clothes. Such 
of the sick, as can be removed with safety, are placed in the 
hospital and they, as well as the convalescents, receive such 
food and medicine, as the physicians may prescribe, and have 
proper attendance under the direction of the Superintendent. 

Healthy nurses are provided for infantile children, and when 
ibis can be done out of the house, it is preferred. Such chil- 
dren as have arrived al a suitable age, regularly attend school, 
where they are instructed in reading, writing and arithmetic. 
There are about three hundred and, it would be diflicult to 
find an equal number at any aehool in this city, who are as 
healthy as these poor children, and their progress in education 
is such as to reflect great honour on Mr. Monlfredy, their 
teacher. They are kept in different apartments according to 
their sexes, and are required lo attend Divine worship, which ia 
celebrated in the church belongingto the establishment, twice 
on every Lord's Day. As soon as they have attained a prop- 
er age, they are bound out to suitable trades or employments. 

All decent persons may visit the Alms-house at reasonable 
hours, in the presence of the superintendent, or of such per-. 
son as he may appoint, and I am contideni, thai such citizens 
as have not visited this institution, as well as strangers, will be 
much gratified, in going through the different wards, work 
shops, school, &c. where they will find every thing arranged in 
the best order. 

The number of paupers varies according to the season. — 
The greatest number in the year ending Septemher 30, 1825, 
was 1 867 and the lowest 1437, making an average of 1 652, — 
Thisis, indeed, a grea^number, but our poor list is greatly en- 
Urged by wretched emigrants from Europe, and by needy ad- 
venturers from most parts of our own country. The number 
ofdeathsin the year above mentjoned was 4!)5. Thismay 
appear a large proportion ; but if it be considered, that the 
greatest part of these persons are far advanced in years, or al- 
most worn out by intemperance and disease before they fix 
their abode in this asylum, there is no occasion for surprise. 

The expense of the Alms-house, Bridewell and the Peni- 
tentiary, including the salaries of the superintendent, physi- 
cians, clerks, keepers, assistants, &e. was in 
the year I82-J, ..... ^ 80;10.1 

1825, for similar items, as also for 
building Co cells in the Penitentiary $ 81,546 67 

It is obvious, that inafamily composed of no less than {65% 
liersons of various habits, dispositions, lAentt liTvi wiaavt «&- 
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mind, there will lie a great many, vbo arc tlissaiUtied with 
iheir lot; but it may be asserted, ifaaitboDV who have the lensi 
cause are the loiideit in their complaints. They, who have 
seen prosperity in their foriner days are, in general, on a re- 
verse of clrcuniilances, reconciled to their lute ; whilst many 
of those, who haveieldam fared betierihan since they became 
tenants of the Alins-hmise spend [heir time in unaTailing mur- 
muirs. They have, indeed, one source of discontent, which 
they will not openly avow. They are deprived of the use of 
ardent apif lis, which though the principal cause of rendering 
them incapable of providing for themselves and families, they 
stiil cherish with the fondest remembrance. 

The business of this esioblishment is conducted with great 
propriety. The services of the present commissioners, whose 
names have been ulready mentioned are highly appreciated by 
the public, to whom they are not only known as philenthropists; 
bnt as gentlemen, who, from their long experience are well 
qualified to devise the best miide of rendering those comiDitled 
to their care, as comfortable as circumstances will permit; and 
with respect to Akthub Bijbtis, Esq. the superintendent, it 
may well be said, that our Common Council hava made a 
most judicious choice. The duties of his office are peculiarly 
nrdaous ; but by his unceasing assiduity, no pnrt is neglected. 
To the complaints of the numerous family, whom the public 
have more immediately entrusted to his charge, lie pays 
prompt attention, and generally settles their differences in such 
a manner as is satisfactory to both parlies, lie is intimately 
acquainted with all the concerns of the House, and, though he 
may repose great confidence in the olllcers under him, he gives 
them the necessary orders; but does not content himself till 
he is galis6ed that these orders have been executed according 

Before I close this article, justice demands, that I should 
pay a brief tribute of respect to the memory of the late Rictt- 
ahdFl'rman, Esq. his worthy predecessor. This gentleman- 
was superintendent for many years, not only after, but before 
the removal nf the establishment to Bellevue, and was univer- 
sally esteemed as a prudent, humane, active and intelligent of- 
ficer. He has transmitted so unsullied a reputation to pos- I 
terity as may Well be viewed with respect and reverence by his 
surviving family. 
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York, with ibeir increase or decrease during ihe past year, . 
. ^ by the aliending minisier, the Rev, John Stanfobb, A. j 
^^B M. January 1st, 1826. ■ 


^^ Orphan Asylum. 

Boys 103, girls 5fi Total 159 - 


Increase 9 


City Hospital. 
Fatieots, I62. Lunatics 88. Total 250 - 


decrease ^ 


City Alms House. 
White men, 521 do. women 533—10.^4 
White boy9,3C8 do. girls 234 — 602 
Black men, 25 do. women SO— 55 
Black boys 21 do. girb 10—31 




1742 - 


increase 5S 


Brllgvue Hospttal. 
Maniac men 40. do. women 44—84 


' 


House of RErOGE. 
Boys 4y girls 14 63 




Dbbtors' Prison. 


decrease 17^ 


Bridewell. 
White men 78 do. women 17—^5 
Black men 48 do. women 19 — 67- 


162 increase 44 


Pebitentiary. 
Qriminah, white men 52 do. women 2—54 
bhck mpn 27 do. women 3—30 
VagranU, white men 59 do. women 93—152 
black men 1 6 do. women 42-58- 


-294 dec. 44 


Statb Prison. 
While men 352 do. women 13—365 
Black men 104 do. women 27—131—496, decrease 146, 


Total 342S ' 


• Of Ihosp. not mor. (h>D Iwelve wpre ledlf-i up in pri.on. Tie 
athei* wtrr al liberty to lake up their abode lo my p«« of A«dly »A 
conoij. where fhej Ihougbt proper 
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LIST OF STBBETB, J 



Last year, . . . - . 348(3 

Preseni year ----- 3428 

Decrease ------ 58 



^M CHAPTER V. 

A List qfaO the streets, lanes, aUeys, ^c. in the city, exhilh 
iting their gituation. 

Albany Basin, on the North River, between Albany aod Ce- 
dar Streets. 

Albany, a small street, running Trom No. 125 CJreeowicli to the 
North River. 

Allen, formerly called Fourth-street is the 4th street, East _ 
from the Bowery, and leads from Division to North- 

j^miVy, leads from Broadwayin a Westerly direction lotheSixth 
Avenue. 

Amos, is opposite (o the State Prison, and leads from thence to 
Greenwich-lane. 

Ann, leads from the Southeast side of tlie Park to Gold-street. 

Anthony, leads from Hudson -street along the Northerly side, 
of the City Hospital yard to tlie intersection of Or- ' 
ange and Cross Streets. 

Arden, is a short street in Greenwich Village, between Herring 
and Bedford Streets. 

^r(, crosses Broadway a little above Vauxhall-garden, and leads 
from the Bowery, into Greenwich-lane. 

Arundel, is the tenth street, East from the Bowery, and leads 
from Division to North-street. ^ 

Atyluta, is the second East of Hudson-street, and lies between 
Christ op tier-street and Greenwich-lane. 

Attorney, \ii\\e eleventh street to the Eastward of the Bow- 
ery, and lies hetwcen Division and North Streets. 

Augmtui, is the Grat Street to the Northward of Chatham- 
street, and leads from Chamber to Pearl-street. 

Avauu, First, leads from North, at the head of Allen-street, to 
the Alms-house and Penitentiary, at Bellevue. 

— Second, leads from North at the head of Christie- 

y^^ " - - Third, leads from the Bowery, at the opening oj 
w/m Fourth^slteet, to Harleem Bridge. 
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^Denue^ Fourth, Seventh and Eleventh areopened in no pBif^ 
The Tenth is .ipened as far as Harsenville. Avenues A. B. C. 
are now under the consideration, of commissioners, and it is ex- 
pected that the necessary steps will be taken for their being 
opened before next winter. 
"" -Fifth, the part opened, which extends from Inclen- 

berg Hill to Karleeni commons, is known by the 
name of tile Middle Koad. 

Sixth, is opeaed from Carmine-alreet to Green- 
wich-lane. 

- Eight, le?ids from the head of Greenwich-lane to 
Macomb's dam. 

- Ninth, which leads from the head of Greenwicl|&9 
street, is opened to Twenly-f ighih-streei. ^t 

- D, is opened from North to Seventh-street. ^M 
[ ^nk, is the fourth above the State Prison, and leads froin 

vich-lane to the North River. ifl 

^^ancker, is the second to the Southward of Chatham-street, 3 
and extends from Pearl to Grand-street, near Cmp-'^ 
l»rs Hook. ' ' 

trclaif, is the second above St. Paul's Church, and extends 
from the Park to the North River. 
, in GieenwJch Village, is a continuation of Commerce- 
street to the North River. 

is the fourth from the East River, and leads from j 
Roosevelt to Jiimes-street. a 

Bai/ard, leads from Division-street across the Bowery Q> 

Orange-streirt, 
Beach, leads from Chapel-street, along the Southerly side of 

Hudson-square to the North River. 
Beaoer-lane, the second above (he Battery, leads from Broad- 
way to Ihp North liiver. 
Beaver, leads from Broadway, at the Bowling Green, to Wil- 






in, extends from the Park lo the East River. It formers 
ly went no further than I'earl-street ; but in the year 
1823, it was opened from Pearl to Waier-streeQi 
where it met a continuation to the river through whaf 
was then called Crane-wharf 
Bedford, in Greenwich Village, runs from the conjunction 
Houston, Hammersley and Hancock Streets 
Christopher-street. 

iverysmallstreetion ihe Southeasterly side of Broadt 
way, leading from Leonard towards FratikUn.-iii<.t«tt„ 
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Birminghom, a small streei, above Market -street, which leads 
from Henry to Bencker-slreel. 

Bleecktr, leads from the Bowery to Hincock-sireel, where it 
meets Herring-street in Greenwieh Vill^e. It cros- 
ses Broadway a IJtile above St. Patrick's CathedraL 

Ba»d, ta llie next above the precediog, and extendi imly from 
Broadway to the Bowery, where it meets Forsylh- 

, leads frum Chatham-square to the point, where the 
Bloomingdale and old Harlsem roads separate, at 
Ihe place whi*b was formerly the United States' 
Arsenal; but now the House or Repuoe. 

Bowling Green, is at the lower end of Broadway and lies be- 
tween Broadway and Whilehall-streei. 

Bridge, is a small street, which extends from the Baii«ry to 
Broad-street. 

Broad, leads from Wall-street to the East river. Opposite 
the head of this street is the Custom-House in Wall- 

Broadway, which is d very fine Street, being SO feet in width, 
extends in a Northeast tine, Irom the Battery to the 
distance of about two miles, where it forms a junction 
whh the Bowery road. 

Broome, is the first above Corlwr's Hook, and extends from. 
the East River to Greenwich at Canal-street, cro«« 
sing the Bowery and Broadway and is, in length, 
nearly two miles. 

Burlingslip, extends from Peart-slreet, opposite the end of , 
John-street, to the East river. -j 

Burton, leads from Herring, opposite Cornelia-street, in a 

Westerly direction to the Episcopal Ceraetry. 
Canal, is a very spacious street, being' too feet in width. It 
begins at Collect-street, crosses Brodway, at the 
Stone-bridge, and extends to the North River. 

Cannon, leads from Grand to Norlh-straet at Corlter's Hook, 
and is the third from the East River. 

Carlisle, is a smalt street leading from No. 113 Greenwich- 
street to the East River. 

Carmine, in Greenwich village, connects Clarkson-atrreel with 
the 6lh Avenue. 

Catharine-lane, leads from Broadway, to Etm>4lreet, between 
Anthony and Leonard Streets. 
JkUharint-tlip, is that part of Catharine-stre't, whicJi extends 
^^^ from Cherry-street to the East River. 

w 
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Catharine; leads from ihe Juactioo of tbe Bowery, Cliathi 

and Divisiun Streets, lo the East River. 
Cedar, leads rrom No. 68 William-Etreel, tu the North Riverj 

crussiiig Broadway on the Northerly side of the (Jity 

Hotel. 
Charles, a. little to the Northward of the State Prison, leat 

from Greenwich-lane to Washington-street. 
Chamber, commences at Chatham-street, and crossing Broait-4 

way North ot the Park, extends to the North Hiven 
Chapel, runs to the Westward of Uoiumbia College, from Bi 

clny to Cannl-sireet. 
CAalham,Tiina from the corner of Frankfort-street, nearihe jail, 

in an easterly direction, and doses at the comnence- 

ment of Harmar», Catharine, Division Streets and of 

the Bowery, which place is called Chatham-square. 
Chatham-sg tare. See the preceding article. 
Cherry, leads from Pearl-street, at Franklia-square, to Cor- 

lier's Hook. 
Cheapside, leads from Catharine, and terminates in Lombard j« 

street, a little lo the Northward of Market-sireei. '1 
Cheinat, a small street, between Pearl and Roosevelt Streets, 

which leads from Bancker to Oak-street. 
Christopher, is on the south side of the State Prison, and eX; 

tends from Greenwich -lane to the North River. \ 
CArtslie, is the first street lo the Eastward of the Bowery antt 

leads from Division to North-Street, where it opeiM( 

into the second Avenue. Il was formerly chIIcA 

First-street. 
-cA, leads from No. IIJO Fiiltoa-street, in the rear of SC 

Paul's Church and esiends lo Canal-street, running 

nearly parallel to Broadway. 
Clarke, is a small street a little above Hudson-street, running 

from Broiime lo Spring-street. 
Clarkeon, is the fifth above Spring-street and leads from Car- 
mine-street to the North River. 
Clif, commences, at Jolm-Etreet, between Pearl and Gold 

Streets, and enleiids to Ferry-street. 
Clinton, lies towards Coriier'a Hook, and leads from Division*' 

street to the East River. 
Cienlies-slip, extends from Pearl-street, lo the East River, b<S^ 

t*een Wall-street and Old-slip. ri 

Cofee-ioase-slip, is that part of Wall-street, which lies be*' 

tween Peart-street and the East River. 
Coffectj lies between Chatham -street and Btoad^a.i asAci- 

leods from Pearl lo Hest«t-sttcrt. 
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't^Oege-Qreen, a beautifal spot, on which Columbia College ■ 
IE siiUitiF, at the lower end of Park-place. 

OoUiUer, is a sraall lane, on the North side of the city, leading 
from Beach to Hubert-tlreet. 

Columbia, is the flfih from the East Kiver, a little above Cor- 
Iter't Huok, and leads from Grand to ISorih-stteel. 

Comnerce, in Greenwich Village, leada from Herring to Barr 
row-street, cro&sing Bedford-street. 

Corlar'i ii a small street, ni ihe Hook, and leads from Grand- 
street, to the Eait Kiver. 

Cornelia, a short street, in Greenwich village, which is a con- 
tinuatioD of Burton-Etreet, leading from Herring-' 
street to the Siilh Avenue. - - 

C»rportUion-dock, is ut Fulton-street on the North River. 

Crwiy, is the lint to the Eastward of Broadway to which it 
runs parallel and leads from Howard to Bleecker- 

Courtlattd-allfh, is a small lane near Bruadwavi extending 

ffom Franklin to Walker-slreei. 
Courtland, is the third above the City Hnlel, and leads from 

Broadwny, opposite Maiden-lane, to tlie North River. 
Crane-ieharf. See Beek man-street. 
Cron, extends from Charaber-slreet in the rear of the Park to 

filolt-slreet. 
Delancejf, is the second above Grand-stieei, and leads from the 

Bowery to the East Rivi-r. 
Depeytter, is between Pine and Wall Streets, and leads from 

Water-street to the East River 
Ditbrotaes, is the third above Hudson-square, and leads from 

Hudson-street, to ;hf- North River 
Defff is the fourth above the City Hotel, and leads from Broad- 
way, nearly opposite Fohn-streei, to the North River. 
Division, leads from Chatham-square to Granrt-slreet, where 

it joins Pitt-street. 
Dominick, is the first South of Spring-street, and leads from 

Greenwich to Clarke-street. 
Dover, l«ads from Pearl-street, at Franklin square, to the East 

River. 
Doyer, is a small and irregular street which leads fromtJie 

lower end of the Bowery to Pell-street. 
Downing', is the lirst to the Southward of Carmine-street, and 

leads from the head of Varick-sireet to Herring near 

Bleecker-streel. 
Duane, begins at Rose-street and after crossing Challiam- 

«/reef and Broadway ends at the North River. 
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Dutch, a a Bmall street, which leads from John-itreet to FdI- 

ton-sireet, bt^twecn Nassau and WUIiam Strfets. 
Eden't-aitcy^ is a small lane, opposite the Baptist Church in 
Guld-street, between John and Fulton Streets. 

—Sldridge, whith is the third street to the Eastward of the Bow* 
ery, and was rormerly called Third-street, leads from 
Division to Nonh-Bireet. 

.BJizabetk, is the Itrat street, to the Westward ef the Bowery, 

, and leads iVum Bayard to Bleecker Streets. 

r.£/in, is the first street, East or Broadway, and leads from Reed 
la Spring-street. 
s the seventh street to the Southeastward of the Bow- 
ery, and extends Irom Division to Morth-streel. | 

i&echajige-alip, leads from Broad-street to the Edst Kiver. J 

p&ccAange, old Sluie-lane, widened iti rear of the Merchants^ 
Cxehange. 

i Factor;/, in Greenwich Village, leads from Christopher-street, 

L Norlheaaterly to Jane-street. 

f Fayette, nov citnatitules a part of Oliver-street, which see. 

rferry, leads from Gold-atreci to Pearl-street, opposite the 

p head of Peck-slip. 

f Firtt, Is the first above Nerlh-slreet, and leads from the Bow- 
ery towards the East River. 

[. yWcAer, is a small street, w< ich leads froin No. 212 Pearl- 
Blr<^et, to the East River. 
ForjylA, which was formerly called Second-sirea, is the sec- 
ond lo the Southeastward of the Bowery. It letuis 
from Division lo North-street. _ 

Fourth, leads trom the Sixth Avenue to the Bowery, and cnAn 
ses Broadway near Vauihall garden. ^ 

Franklin-square, crosses Pearl-slreei, between Old Slip and ' 
Broad-street. 

i Frankfort, leads from Chatham-«treet, opposite the Park to 

f Pearl-street. 

f Franklin,'\^ the third Street above the Flospital, and leads from 
Chapel to Umnge-streel. It was formerly called 
Sugar-loaf-street. 
Front, the third from the East River, leads f.xim the Battery 
toCorl^r'sHook. 

; FuAon, leads from Souih-street, at the South side of the Ful- 
ton Market, to the North River at the South of Wash- 
ington Market. 

' Gardtn, which lay formerly between Broadway and William- 
Blreet has been lately extended as far as SlatA-U^c. 
It is the first below WiUiam-sWwv. 
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Goerekfia the geciind tVnm ibe Laitri*er,andlead9 from Grand 
to Norlh-slreet. 

Gold, lies belwern Pearl and William-Streels, and leads rtom 
Maiden-lane to Frankfort-slreet. 

Gouoerneur, leads from the junction of Division with Grand- 
atreei, to the East river. 

Grand, is the tuitil above St. John's Church, and leads from 
Varick-sireet to Will la tus burgh (etty, on the Last- 
river, h is nearly one mile and three quarters in 
length, and crosses Broad ^ ay and ihe Bowery. 

Great-Jones, is a short street, which leads from Broadway, 
opposite Aniity-streei to the Bowery. 

Green, a lane leading from Liberty -street to Maiden-lane, be- 
tween Nassau and William-streets. 

Greene, is the second to the Westward of Broadway, and leads 
from Canal to Fuurlh-street. 

Greenwieh-lane, runs from Art-street at PottersReld due North 
to the Eighth Avenue: from thence turning led nearly 
at right angles it leads to the North River. 

Greenwich, runs from the Battery, near the North River, to the 
commencement of i!;e Ninth Avenue. 

Hague, leads liom Pearl near Frankfort-street to Skinnei-- 
street. 

Hammertley, is the fourth above Spring-street, and leads from 
the Junction of Bedford and Houston Streets to the 
North River. 

Hammond, is the third above the State prison, and leads from 
G eenwich-lane to the North River 

Hancock, in Greenwich Village, leads from Hammersley and 
Houstun-Sireets to the union of Herring and Bleecker 
Streets. 

Harrison, which is the second, above Duane-street, leads front 
Hudson-street to the North River. 

Harmon, leads from Chatham-square, at Oliver-street, to 
Grand, near Wil let-street. 

Heart/, is the second street to the Southward of Division- street, 
and leads from Oliver to Grand-street. 

Herring, m«y be considered as a continuation of Bleecker In 
Chrlstopher-slreel, in Greenwich Village. 

Hester, leads from the junction of Collect, wiib Rhynder-street, 
to Division-street. 

Howard, leads from Rhynder to Mercer-street, crossing Broad- 
way, 6rst above Canal-street. 

Horatio, leads from Greenwich-lane to Greenwich-street. 
ffomton, is the second above Spring-stiect, and leads from 
Broadway to Hamersley-street. 
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Hubert, is the sixth above Duane-street, and leadt from HuA 

son-square lo tiie Norlh-River, 
Surbon, leads rrom Chamber-street, lo the Ninlti Avenue, tat 

isabouta mile and an liairioog. 
Budionsquiire, lies in front of St. John's Church, bettre^ 

Varickand Hudson Streets, on the East and West^ 

and Laigbi and Beach on the North and South. rt 
Jacob, \» a short street, which leads from f rsnkfort lo Ferrjf" 

Jame», leads from Chatham -square, to the East River. 
Jane, in the village, leads from Greenwich-lane lo Greenn 

Jefferton, is the fourth above Catharine-Btreet, and leads frol^ 

Division-street to the East Kivi r. 
John, is tlve lirst above Maiden-lane, and leads from Broads 

way, to the East Uiver. 
Jona'-lane, is the first South of the Coffee-house-slip, and leadl 

from Front-street lo ihe East River, l 

Jonet, ii in Greenwich Village, and leads from Herring-slrfel " 

to the Sixth Avenue. 
Kittg, iM the third above Springs-street, and leads rrom M'Don- 

gal-street to the North Itiver. 
Laight, leads from Canal-street, along the North side of Hud- 

son-squarr to the North River. J 

Laurent, is the fourth to the Westward of Broadway, and leub ' 

from Canal, at the head of Chapel-street, to Fourth^. 

street. i 

I,eonard,ii the second above the City Hospital, and leadB 

from Hudson to Orange-street- , 

Le Roy,\eada from Hadson-street, in front of the Protestant 

Episcopal Cemetery, to the North River. 
Lewis, is the third from the East River, and leads from Grand- 

to North-street. 
lAherty, extendi from Maiden-lane, a little above Pearl-street, 

to the North River, and crosses Broadway, the sec- 
ond above the city Hotel. 
Litpenar'', is the first South of Camd-streei, and leads fron 

Broadway to Chapel -street. 
Lombard)), is the fourth South of Division-street and leads 

fmm Catharine lo Grand-street, 
Jjudlov), which was formerly called Sixth-street, is the sixth le 

Ihe Eastward of the Bowery, and leads from Di-^ 

vision to North-street. 
Lumber, leads from Liberty-street, along the rear of Trinity 

Church, towards the BaUei^, ani \«tov\«.\.<^ ^v.*. 
tene irhicb leads into GtetYvw\c\v-s.««\- 
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M'Dougal, leads from Spring-slreel in a Nortlierly dtrectiab^J 

and ia lite seventh west of Broadway. 
Maiden-lane, is directly opposite to ihe head of Courtland- 

slreet, and leads from Broadway to tlie East RWi 
Mangin, is coniignoua to the East River, and leads frnm ij 

Grand to Nonh-streei. 
Market, furiatrlv Enat George -street, is the lirst above Calli- \ 

nrine-street and leads from Divisioi 

East River. 

ySarktt'Jietd, leads from Whitehall-streel to tlie North River:i.j 
Mechcmic-Allfy, leads from Loinbardy to Cherry-street, b 

Iween Market and Pike-Sireets. 
Mercer, is the tirst street to the W«sivard of Broadway, andJ 

leads from Canal lo Fourth-street, 
Mttiert-AlUy, lies between Coenties-slip and Ul^-slip, 

leads from Water-street to the East River. 
MiO, is a narrow and irregular street which leads Irom Broad- 
street, to Stone-Blreet. 
tUnetlOi in Greenwich Village leads from Bleecbef lo Carmiiie- 

Street. 
Mmit gv m er if, is the uxtli above Caihariae-strMt, a 

from Division to the East River. 
Jfo«r(, leads from Peart to South-street, belweea White 

and Broad-stret4s. 
M«rtai«, is the third street, south oftheSla'e Prison, and lea 

from \rden-streel to thf Nonh Kiver. 
JUi>lf, leads from the left side of Chatham-square l< 

street and is ihe second West of ifae Bowery- 
JHulberrg, is Ihe second above Pe»rl-siTeel. and ihe third \ 

of the Bowery, and leads from Chalhaia i 

Bleecber-atreel. 
JV*rr«v, U the third above St. Paal's Churrli, and kMb a 

Broadway, near the Ci:\ Hall lo <he North Ri 
ISns««, leMte froai Wall to Cbatham and Fraokfon i 

MS the Eau tide or ibe Park. 
Xnt, belwtttn BnMdvaj md BcM^^ticei, kadi fraa V 
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Norlh-Moore, is (he fourth above Duane, and leads from Chap- 
el lo the Norlh Riwer. 

Oak, 13 the second South of Chatham-streel, and leads itom 
Pearl (o Caiharine-alreel. 

Old-slip, leads from the foot of Wtllliam (o ihe East River, and 
lies between the Coffee-house and Coen lies-slip. 

O/iuiv, is the first street West of Chathatn-sireet, and leads 
from Chatham-square, to the East River. 

Orange, h the first above Pearl-sireel, and leads Northwardly 
from Chatham to Crosby, near Prince-street, 

Orchard, is ihe fifth east of the Bowery, and leads from DW» ■ 
ion (o North -St reel. 

Otter'i-aUey, between Grand and Broome Streets, leads 
from Thompson lo Sullivan-slreel. 

Park, leads from Ann lo Beekman-sereet, along the south side 
of the Park Theatre. 

Park-place, formerly Robinsun-slreet, is ihe third above St> 
Paul's Church, and leads from Broadway, al the 
park, lo the College. 

Pear/,leadsfrom the Battery in a very irregular course to Broad- 
way, direc ly opposite the City Hospital, and in 
length exceeds a mile and a quarter. 

Peck-slip, leads from Ferry at Pearl-street, to the East River. 

Pelkam, is a small lane, which leads from Lombardy lo Cher- 
ry-street, between Pike and Rutger Streets. 

Pell, is a small aireei, which leads to the Westward from the 
Bowery lo Mott-street. 

Perr^, is the second above the Stale Prison, and leads fronv 
Greenwich-lane to the North liiver. 

Pike, is the second above Catharine, and leads from Division 
to the East River. 

Pine, the first above Wall, leads from Broadway, opposite 
Trinity Church, lo the East River. 

Pitt, the tenth East of the Bowery, leads from Divison, at its 
junction with Grand, to North-street. 

prince, leads from the Bowery lo M'Dougal, where it meets 
Charl ton-street. 

Provtisl, leads from Chapel, lo the North River. 

Pump, leads from Division at Ludlow-sireet to Walker-streei. 
and crosses the Bowery near its commencement. 

Raisin, ia Greenwich Village, leads from Bedford street, to- 
wards the Sixth Avenue. 

Rector, leads from Broadway, between Trinity and Grace 
Church, lo ihe East River. 

Reed'j ihe second above the Pork, leads horn C^oaa^'^'if*^'*^* 
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Henieiclc, runs from ('anal to Broome-slreet beiween HudstflBl 
and Greenwich-streets. 

Ilepublicait-ailei/, i« a small lane, whicli leads from the foot^l 
Elm and lermlnatet in Reed-street, near Broadwayi,] 

Rhineiandert-aUei/. neat Washioglon and Beaver Sltcelt ' 
leadi from CoUect, at Hetier, to Broome-slreet. 

Wiifrtder, leads from Collect, at Hester to Bruoine Street. 

Ri/ler'g-alley, leads from Fulton, between Gold and CUE 
Streets, to liden's-alley. 

Aif^e, islhe luelfth east of the Bowery, and leads from Divis- 
ion to North-street. 

Rtvingtott, is the third above Grand-street, and leads from 
the Bowery to the East River. 

Robimon, leads Irom the rear of the College, to the East River. 

RooKveU, the first above Fearl-streei, leads from Cliatham to 
the East River. 

Rose, is the second South of Chatliam-street, and leads from 
Frankfort to Pearl-Streets. 

Rutgers, Ihe third above Catharine-street, leads from Division- 
street, to the t^ast River. 

Scammel, leads from the Junction of Division with Grand- 
street to ihe East River. 

6'coff, is above the Slate Prison, and leads from Greenwich- 
lane to Hudson-street. 

Sherif,hthe fifteenth Street East of the Bowery, and leads 
from Grand to .North Streets. 

Skianner, a very small street, crosses Frankfort near Pearl- 

Slale-lane, leads from William, opposite Beaver-sIn 
turning to the right terminates in Pearl-streel 
opposite Ccenties' slip. 

South, leads from Whitehall near the Batlery, and 

along the margin of the East River, towards Cor*' 
Iter's HooK. 

Spring, is the second above Grand, and leads from the Bow- 
ery to the North River. 

Spruce, leath from the Brick Church, at the Park, to Gold- 

Slaaton, is the fourth above Grand-street, and leads from the 

Bowery to the East River. 
Staple, a small street, leading from Diiane to Harison-street, 

between Greenwich and Hudson-street. 
State, leads from Whitehall along the Bulieiy to Broadway. 
St. Johns-alley, is imniedialety in llie rear of St. John's 

Church, and leads from Beach tn Laight Stre«t>- 
S/oae, leads from the Battery to William-street. 
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Sluyeesant, leada from the Third Aveoue, near hs beginning 

to ihe East River. 
Svfolk, (lie ninth street East of the Bowery, leads from Orand 

to North- Si reel. 
.Saffiyati, Ihe sixth West of Broadway, leads from Canal, neai 

St. John's Church to Amiiy-slreet. 
Temple, a small street in the rear of the City Hotel, leads from 

Thames to Liberly-streei. 
Thames, leadi from Broadway to Greenwich-street, between 

Trinity Church and the City Hotel. 
Thealre-aUc]/, immediately in the rear of the Park Theatre 

leads from Ann to Beekman Street. 
Thomas, in the rear of the City Hospital, leads from Church 

to Hudson-street. 
Tompkins, leads from Grand-street, along the East River, (o 

Twenty-Third-Street, near the Beilevue Hoepilal. 
Thompson, is the fifth Street west of Broadway and leada from 

Canal to Fourth. 
Torhert, is an alley, above Catharine-slreet, which leads from 

Henry to Bancker Streets. 
I'oRi/ani, first above Spring-street, leads from Greenwich to 

M'Dougal street. 
Vandetcaler, is the third South of Chatham-street and leads 

from Frankfort to Pearl-street. 
I'aricic, leads from Provoat-street to the Episcopal Cemetery. 
fesey, leads from Broadway, along the North aide of St. Paul's 

Church to the North River. 
,. WuU, loads from Broadway, in Front of the Trinity Church, 

Plo the East River. The Custom-house, the Tontine 
CoflTee-house, most of the Banks and Insurance Of- 
fices are in this street. Here likewise, on the South 
Bide, a little below William-street, thatstately edifice 
to be denominated the "Merchant's Exchange" 
is now building. 
Walker, fiflh above the City Hospital, leads from Chapel to 

Collect, where it meets Pump-street. 
Walnut, is the ninth above Catharine-street, and leads from 

Grand-street to the East River. 
Warren, is the fourth above St Paul's Church, and leads from 

Broadway to the Noith River. 
WasMngtrnt, the second Street from the North River, leads 
from the Battery to the State Prison and is, in length, 
about two miles, 
iraffr, the third from the East River, leads from t.heP.iA\.>«:^ 
to Corlier's Hook, and ia aboMX Vwi t«\\w"wv\w^ 
T 



^ J 

i 



218 LITMAXT AMD ICtEXTinc IXCTTTtTIOJtS. 

WattM, leada from SullivaD-str««t to the North Rivn intersecl- 

ing Canal-sireet obliquely. 
We»t, wben compleled, will l^ad from ihe Banerj, along tbe 

margin of the North Riv«. towards ihe Stare Prison. 
White, tbe founh above the hospital, leads from Cbapel to Or- 

WTtiUhall, leads from the Bowling Green, Toot of Broadway, 

to the Kail River, at the Battery. 
WiUet, ii Ihe louneenih street, East of the Boweiy, and leads 

from Grand lo North-street. 
fViliiam, leads from Pearl ai (he head of Old Slip and tenni- 

nales in Pearl, near Chaiham-stceet. 
Wooiter, the third West of Broadwav, leads from Canal lo 

Founhstreet. 
York, a short street, lead* from St, John's-lane, directly in 

rear of St. John's Church, to Chapel-street. 



CHAPTER VI. 

M LITEBABY AND SCIENTIFICK INSTITUTIONS. 

^K- Columbia College. 

Previous lo the year 1754, various acts had been passed by 
the provincial legislature, auihoriaing monies lo be raised by 
lotteries for the establishmcDt of a college in this city, and the 
vestry of the Trinily Church had appropriated a parcel of 
ground for the benefit of the proposed institution. In that 
year, Lieut. Governor James Delancbt, granted a charter, '' 
in which the'first governors and truslees were mentioned. At | 
that period, liberality of sentiment in matters of religion was 
but hlilc known. It it, therefore, with pleasure, that we ob- 
-serve the Rector of Trinily Church, the senior Minister of the 
Dutch Church, and the pastors of the Lulheran, French und 
Preahyierian Churches, by virtue of their office, eDUmeraled 
amongst the Trustees. The college is bulk on a part of the 
ground given by Trinily Church, which is bounded on the 
North by Murray-street ; on the East by Church-street ; on the 
South by Barclay-street and on the West by the Hudson River. 
The Institution, which was called King's College, was in- 
tended for the instruction of youth in the learned languages 
and in the liberal arts and sciences, and they were authorized 
to confer such degrees on the students or other persons as are 
usually graduated in the English Universities. It wasopened 
in JZS5 under ihe presidency of Sanus-l Johnson, S. T. F. 
atidtbeSnt connneDcemeDt held in i75S, tiom. -wVxwVv vVto^ 
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till the year 1776) there had been a commencement annually, 
and (his seminary began to rear its head as an eatablishnient, 
which was likely to beof great benefit to the Province; but dur- 
ing the horrors of war, which raged throughout our couDiry 
from ITTfi to 1783, literary Institutions were neccessarily 
abandoned; the students of King's College were dispersed ; the 
Library and Philoaophical apparatus belonging to it lodged in 
the City Hall for safe keeping, and the building itself convert- 
ed tirst into a barrack, and afterwards into a Military Hospital. 

Oneofthefirst cares of the legislature after the return of 
peace was to re-organise the collegp. Accordingly in the year 
1784, they appointed a number of gentlemen under the name 
of" The rbobnts op the Univbbsity," and to them the es- 
tablishment and superintendeiiceof all seminaries ufliteralure, 
throughout the state, were in some measura committed. They 
were, likewise, to act as Trustees of the College. Soon af- 
ter they had entered on the duties of iheii office, they appoint- 
ed the necessary professors for instructing the students in the 
languages, logic and rhetorick, moral philosophy, mathematics 
and natural philosophy, and it was in complete operation to- 
wards the end of the year In April 1787| the legislature con- 
firmed the royal charter, without making any alterations, ex- 
cept such as were necessary to adopt it to the new state of af- • 
fairs. Its name was changed from King's to Columbia Col- 
LEOB. At the same ti . le twenty nine gentlemen of eminent 
literary abilities were appointed by the name and stile of "Tnc 
Trustbes op Columbia College." Theie were to contin- 
ue in office till they should, by death, resignation or removal, 
be reduced to twenty four, which is declared to be the perma- 
nent number, and they arc vested with the power of filling up 
such vacancies as may from time to time occur in that body, — 
The President of ilie College is ex ojido a member of the 
Board of Trustees 

There is no college in the United States, in which so much 
classical and otlirr knowledge is exacted of a candidate " 
admission as in this. 

T/ie foRowing are the (erms of admissirm according to the 
statute, of 1821 which is »iitl in force. 
"Greek and Latin Grammar and Prosody ; Cfe.'ar'a Com- 
mentaries of the Gallic Wars, except thp last book ; the Ora- 
tions of Cicero against Cataline ; (he Uration for the poet Ar- 
chias, and (he Oration for Marcellus ; the first eight books of 
Virgil's ^neid ; the first five books of Livy ; the Gospel o( St, 
Luke and St. John, and the Ads o^ Ave k^ot*s»*,\>*uS 
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Colloctanea Minora; ihe first three books of Xenopbon's Cyi' 
pedia ; and t\u: lirsl three books of Homer's Iliad. The can- 
didate sball also be able to translate English into grammatical 
Latin; and shall be well versed in the first four rules of Aritb' 
meiie, (he rule of three direct and inverse, decimal and viilgnr 
fractious; with Algebra as far as the end of simple equations; 
and with modern Geography. The classical examination lo 
be ad aperturam libri." 

Agreeably lo the same statute, no student shall be admitted 
in an upper class withoiii being master of the previous part of 
the course; nor shall any student be admitred from another 
college wilboui being duly qualified, nor without a certificate 
from said college of his good character. The circumstance of 
soinuch preparatory knowledge being required previous to ad- 
mission, has certainly a great tendency to prevent the college 
<rom increasing in numbers ; as has also the peremptory rule, 
which prevents students at the concluding examination, who are 
not qualified, from proceeding lo a higher class ; but we are al' 
ready taught by experience, that the true and essenliaJ prosper- 
ity of the Institution, in a great measure, depends upon the due 
enforcing of both. By a strict adherence to the first, such a mass 
of natiu^l incompetency will be excluded as la leave compara- 
tively but little further obstruction, which shall not arise from 
negligence, and if negligence be punished by degradation to a 
lower clasa and ultimately by expulsion, it will convince all fu- 
ture students, that they must both have fHcultJes to cultivate and 
industry tu labour in their cultivation, or that Columbia Col- 
lege wilt be no place for them. 

The annual commencement, which is generally held in Trin- 
ity Church, is on the first Tuesday in August. There is a vaca- 
tion from the day oftbe commencement until the first Monday 
in October, on which day the regular course of study com- 
mences. The candidates for admission are examined during 
the week previous. There is likewise an intermission on the 
fourth of July, twenty fifth of November, and from twenty 
fourth December to second of January. These are the only 
intermissions of study in the whole year. There are two ex- 
amiiialions in every year. The one, which begins on the first 
Tuesday in March is called the intermediate examination and 
(lie other, which commences on the first Tuesday in July is 
the concluding examination of an Academical year. The con- 
cluding examination of the Senior Class, however, takes place 
About two weeks earlier, and the remainder of their collegiate 
^ourse is devoted by them lo preparstion for the duties of com- 
mencement. 
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Tlie examinations are close and rigid, every studeal being 
left to stand or fall upon his OMrti merits, and at the cli 
every examination, the students are ranked, according to their 
respective deserts. Honorary testimonials of the firit, sec- 
ow^ and (AiVr^ grades decorated with the seal of the college, 
and with suitable devices are adjudged, at the concluding ex- 
amination to such students as have must distinguished them- 
selves } and the iiames of the students, who have obtained such 
; pronounced by the President at the public 
The testimonials themselves are conferred 
in the College Chapel in presence of the Trustees and Stu- 
dents of the Institution, at the first regular meeting of the form- 
er after the opening of the neil Academical year. 

The college was repaired in the year 1318 — 1<) with great 
taste and elegance, and besides dwelling houses for the accom- 
modation of the President and Professors, contains the neces- 
sary lecture rooms, the chapel, the library, apartments for the 
philosophical and chemical apparatus and rooms for the meet- 
ings of some literary gocieties formed by the students for their 
mutual improvement. The College Green near the centre of 
which the Collrge stands, is one of the most delightful spots in 
our city. 

The library, then in its infancy, soon after the oi^nization 
of the college in 1754, received a valuable addition fromJo- 
sEPH Murray, Esq. Counsellor at Law, and one of the first 
trustees, who left the instution his large library and almost 
the whole of his fortune estimated at ^3,000. Since that pe-' 
I'iod, except during the revolutionary war, the library hati' 
been constantly progressing and, at present, contains about 
COOO volumes, many o( which are scarce and valuable and the 
whole selected with care and judgment. The President and 
Professors, as well as the students of the two higher classes,- 
are entitled to use them. 

The number of students is between one hundred and thirty 
and one hundred and forty. 

The present is the faculty of arts 
Rev. William Harris, D. D. President. 

John M'Vickah, D. D. Professor of Moral Philosophy, 

Political Economy, Rhetorick, Belles Lettres, &c. 
Nathaniel F. Moore, LL. D. Professor of the Greek 

Latin Languages. 
CnARLEs Anthon, a. M. Adjunct Professor of the Greek and 
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Ubskv I- Andeuon, M. D. Proressor of Mathemaiics Bni) 
Natural Philosuphy. 

The toUnwing is H list of the learned gentlemen, wIjo have 
been IVesiilenls from the first organization of the college to the 
present period, with the date^, when they cnteted on the dii- 
tiei of their office, regpectively. 

1754. Samubl Johnssn, S. T. D. 

1"63. Rev. MvLBs Cooper. 

\77i. Rev Mr. BeNJAMrn Moose, (afterwards Bishap) 
firo tern, in the absence of the president. 

1787- William Sami^l JQH«so^, LL. D. being the first 
Preaident after ihe Revaluliunary War. 

1801. Rev. CHAttLBS Wharton, S. T. D. who resigned a 
few months after his appointment. 

1801. The Bi^ht Rev. Be.njamin Moors, S. T. D. 

1811. The Rev. William Harris, S. T. D. the present 
worthjf incumbent. 

From the year 1811 to theyear 1 Slfi, the Rev. John M. Ma- 
son, S. T. D. WHS Provost, since which time the office has been 
abolished. 

I shall conclude this article by observing, thai there are in 
this college a president and five professors, who lill their res- 
pective stations, with honour In themselves and advantage to 
the students ; and as the preparation required at admission as 
well as the course of studies pursued in this seminary are far 
more extensive thaninany other in the United States and its dis- 
cipline sufficiently energetic, there is no doubt of its increasing 
rapidly in reputation and usefulnesss, and ofil^ long remaining 
a noted sent of arts, sciences aad polite literature. 

The Society of the AinMNi op Columbia College. 

This society was formed on the first WednesJay of Mavi 
I82S, being the anniversary of the day, on which the annual 
commencement was formerly celebrated. The right of mem- 
bership is exclusively confined to those, who have been educa- 
ted at and received academic degrees from this college, and 
amongst their number, there area great many of our most 
distinguished citizens. The objects of this institution are to 
perpetuate the remembrance of those happy days, which the 
members had spent in their Juvenile years, whilst pursuing 
their studies within these walls, to cement that friendship 
which ought ever to e»ist between those who had imbibed the 
elements of polite learning from the same Alma Mater ; to de- 
vote annually some innocent andjoyous hours, in recalling to 
mind the pleasure of their early days and to take into cousid- 
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cration the most eflectual means of difiiising ibe prii 
science aod virtue throughout our happy land. 

Or Wednesday, May 3d, 1826, the second anniversary of 
■his losiitution was celebrated in the Cnllcge Hall wb«K- 
an excellent oriition was delivered, ai noon by Wii.LiAlf' 
Bard, Esq. of Hyde Park, Dutchess County, in presence of* 
Urge number of graduates and many respectable ladies and 
gentlemen, among whom were his Excellency, Gov, Clinton, 
(a former graduate) and lady, Rl. Rev. Bp. Hobart, &c. This 
discourse, which aimed at practical results, arrested and reward- 
ed the attention of his audience, for a full hour. He took into 
considern lion the elTeci of the common scbi<ol system of edu- 
cation upon our agiiculturists, and after examining the opera- 
lion of that system, and the inadequate, not to say evil results 
^irising from it suggested a modification thereof in the establish- 
ment of county academies of higher aims than the district 
schools, but which should nevertheless be filled from those 
schools. The subject was quite interesting and a copy request- 
ed and obtained for publication. 

It is expected, that the delivery of an address npon 
literary topic will always constitute a part in the celebration 
of the anniversary of this society and from the splendid talents 
of many of its memmbers, they can be at no loss for a speaker 
duly qualified for the undertaking. Many of the sentiments, 
which will be expressed upon these occasions, will no doubt, 
relate to the best mode of diffusing useful learning and may 
tend greatly to ameliorate the condition of our fellow citizens. 

In the afternoon, about ninety of the Alumni dined in the 
College Hall, and after spending the day in the most pleasing 
manner, adjourned in hopes, that their_next anniversary mi^ht 
be attended with equal intellig;ence, and atiimaled with like 
good feeling. 

New-York Society Libraky. 

The Hall, in which this iostitulion is kept, b the second J 
«tory of a spacious brick building, which was erected iibout fl 
the year 1776, in Nassau-street, opposite the Middle Dutch M 
church, between Cedar and Liberty-streets. I 

The firstcommencement of such an institution in this city 
was 1000 volumes, which were bequeathed to the Society, for 
propagaiing the Gospelin foreign purls, by tiv.liev. Dr. Mill- 
ington, rector of Newington, England. Mr. Humphrey 
the society's secietary, in a letter, dated 23d September, 1728, 
informed our governor, John Montgomev\e,£s%.ftv'».V'&iRwitfvtVs 
intended to place these books ia New-yorV, « a.Xtota.'n Sw '^'^ 
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UM of llin rlerf^y and gf nlkmen of thb, and tlic nelibbourinc 
province* of L'uiiiieclicul, New-Jene}' anit I'minnlvauia, aiiH 
r«qur«lwl tlie Rnvernor to recommcod to t)ie aucmbfy to proviilr 
a proiK-r place of ikjioiiil lur tliem. aud lu concur in the ]iaiv 
iafi of an act. fur llir preKrvatlon of Uiriu? and olhen, irlikli 
nif^t br added. The awemblj. on rcccivliiit the pivenior'a 
COoi muni cation on (lie Mibject. laid It bclore the Common Cuuu- 
cil,w)win June, n29, aftrrrd tn jirovlde n proper place for Ui« 
receptloti uf ilic books w lilch wrrc .iccordin|l)' jicm over aoou 
after. The urcaleiit part of ihcni were npun Lhcolo|;ical lub* 
Jecta, and many were loalby the carcleiane« of ihote lu whum 
lliey *ere tulniited. Still, liowcvei, Home very Karce and ' 
valuable Imolia of thii collection, are now In the Clly Library. 

In I TS J, a nnmberof gentlemen went round with a ■ubicrip' 
tion, for the pnrpoiw of citablWduK a public library on a gene- 
ral plan, for thli city, aud ilt vicinity, and In a few days, col- 
lected nbotii Sl,:;3<), wKI) which Mini about TOO volumes of 
new and well choaen hooii* were pureliaied. Accorrllng ■« 
thcoriKlriu] aillcle* of aHOciation.lhG price of a *haro, which 
wa* aMiKiiable, wai $12 Ao, and llio mm of $1 SO, wna to bo 
paid annually. The book* were depoilled in (be lamc room 
■« thuae given by the nforeiaid Mclcty. 

On the 26th, Nov. 1772, thovoclcty wailiteorporatcd, durinji 
th« arlmiriitlrntlDn of Gov. William Tiron. by the name of " I'Ae 
IVutlrft nfthc Neif-York Socirly Librarif!" fly ililtcharlert ' ' 
the icrmi of mcmlicniln|i as aKrecd upon by ila fuundera were , 
cnnfirmed. The care nt the Inatltulion wni tlico, aa now, enlruil- 
lul to twelve triiilcca, annually elected on the lait Tueada)* 
in April, and the locirty waa empowered lo purcliato and 
hold eilaics, provided the yearly value did not exceed i^l UOO 
Aierllng, ($i .14'!) over and above all out ((oingf, as alio that 
they migiil erect a library to be called "The New-York Socie- 
ty Library." Kvery Ihlnf; now teemed favourable lo tlic 
iDitttutiou. It wa« rapidly encreaiiinx in memben, m well an 
In the number of booki; but a dreadful alorm watatliand. 
The revolutionary war broke out, and during the aevcu yearn 
that It raited, (tie principal part of the bookt were icaltered 
or deatroyeil. 

Ilullnthe year 1784, the library wat revived, and wnco 
that period hu arrived BliUpreiient*tnte of ropnc lability. It 
now cooUbi(MBy IR'20,) upwardi of 18 OUli volumea, com- 
priaiti); (he work* of the moat eminent author*, both ancient 
and niudarn; many of them choice and *p)eadid ediilons, 
aiii) irhieh arc not in be found In the roilcctiou of an in<lividiial. 
Ant! Ml the fuadi of Kiciiociety arc now iuat>nw^«\tttiAW, 



1 



NEW-YOBK SOCIETY LIBKAET. 2 

■flie debt, wliieh had been coDtracied by ihe erecripg, and « 
sequent addition to the building, beiog nearl> dlgcba^ed, the 
tmsiee^ hive it in their pouer, to furni^ (he tibrar} uith many 
valuable booki, which are sought for hj the scliobr aod man of 
Jearniug, and to gratify the growing taste and literary curiocity 
of the public, by procuring a ready supply of recent periodi- 
cal publkaliuuB, as veil as the more expensive vorks of sci- 
ence. It, therefore, amounts to a certainly that the library 
will from year to year, become more eiteDBiFely useful, and 
inviting to the citizens in general. The price of a share is only 
jt23 and the annual suburiptioa $4 and when llie benefits, 
irhich resultfroDi the possessiou i^f a share, arc taken inlo con- 
sideration, it 18 BUrpriBiu|C, that any eoli^tened citizen, who can 
afford it and who is uot already a subscriber, should bediate to 
purchase an interest, which iTiltl)eaBnuilly encreaiing in va- 
lue, and may like any other kind of property, be liansferred 
at pleasure. i 

The regular mectiags of the Irustees, are held at the libnuy ' 
room, on the first Wednesday in May, August, November, 
February, and April. Seven are a quorum to iraDsaci busioeis. 
At the first staled meeting of the trustees, after every auoual 
election, they aipjwint a Iretwurer, secretory, and librarian, to 
ttie two firel of which offices, none except members of the 
society are ditgible. At the same meeting, they, likewise, ap- 
point a library committee, consistiog of three trustees, whose du- 
ty it is to tuspect the slate of the library, to purchase bocAs for 
it, to dispose of Mich as are wfH-D out or defaced, and to take up- 
on themselves the general au peri nte ode dcc of the library. 

It is the duty i^ the librarian, to attend daily from 10 o'clock 
in the forenooD, to 3 in the afternoon, {except Sunday,) the 
4th of July, and a few other holidays, for the purpose of de- 
livering to, and receiving books from the members ; of keep- I 
ing the library in the neatest and beat manner ; of collecting Ihe J 
annual payments, and such forfeitures as may have been in- 
curred &c. During the hours, that (he library is kept open, 
members may remain in the room to read iraoks as long as they 
think proper. 

Trustees. 

Elected in April 1826. 
Edwi.Ro W. Laight. John Frrcitbon. 

Rt. Rev. John H. Hobart. John J. horoan- 
Gduan C. Vrrplahk. Anthohy Blbeckeh, 

Chirles Drake. Bi^iwiS. Jo*^*- 
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JtBTEi Renwick. Ezra Weeks. 

Evert A. Bakkeii. John R. B. Rodoebs. 

John J. Morgan Treasurer, Anthony Bleeeker Secrelarifj 
Burlui Scidmore Librarian. 

Gehkeai. Society Oe Mechanics and Thadbbmsn- 
Their Library and School. 

This society was formed in the year 1784. and ivaa then, as 
it lias been since, exctuBively coaliRed to mechaaics or trades- 
men resident wiiliin this city aud couoiy. The object of the 
association, was to ptoinote hariuoay and brotherly lore 
amoDgst i[s members; to raise fiiadsfor the relief of the ae- . 
cecessitous, and for the support of the mdowi aod children of . 
lliose, who inii;ht(lie iniadigenCcircumstaaces; as also to con- . 
fer the hlesaiu^s of education upon the cliildren of poor or de- 
ceased members', ivhote situ alio q may render the aid of the 
society requisite. 

Thisiastituiiim was constiluted a body politic, by an act at 
the legislatore, I4lh, March 17D2. which terminated by its own 
limitation in April 1812. Previous to tlia> period, however, 
the chnrter u as renewed, atid is to remain in force till the lirit , 
Monday in April 1833. The officers of this socii'ty are a ( 
President, Ivo vice Presidents, a Secretary, Treasurer, Col- ^ 
lector, 4 members, who constitute the Finance, and Loan com- 
mitlee, and four almoners, who toeelher with a door kreper, < 
are annually elected by ballot, on the first Wednesday it ~ 
cember. 

Their charter gives them very extensive powers, and allotn - 
them to hold real and (personal estate lo the value of two bun* i 
dred thousand dollurs. • 

This insiimtioii haw, in respect to ils utility, far exceeded 
the most sanguine expectations of its founders. Poor members, 
when afHicied by diflease or superannuated, are relieved as far 
as the slate of ihe funds will admit. The icidows of members, 
when entered on the pension list receive $ 25 per annum, and 
$ 5 for every child under 14 years of age, and every orphan 
placed on the same list, is allowed $ 15 per annum, until he or 
she shall arrive at the age of 14 years. 

Thusfar.lhey had done well; but here their benevolence 
did not terminate. In Nov. 1820 they resolved toestablisha 
school, for the gratuitotis education, in whole, or in pari, of ibe 
children of deceased or other members, whose situation requir- 
ed il, and applied lo the legislature, for an amendmeiit to their 
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cliavter, authorial nf; tlie expenditure of mouey for that object, 
and also for the establish men t of a library, for ihc use of ap' 
prentices of mechanirs in this cily, which was accordingly 
granted, 2€tti, January 1B2I. 

Upon the receipt of this act, they forthwith passed a law, 
for the maintenance and support of a School and Libeaiiy, 
to be kept in the" MrcHiMC Institution" in Chamber-street. 
For the management of the former, 12 nicmbera are annually 
appointed and designateil, '' The school committee." The 
number of pupils in this seminary at preaent, (1826) is 70 males, 
aud 50 females, who are laught in separate apartments. Total 
120. 

The Lichary is commiUed to the care of six members, de- 
nominated, " The Library Committee" ladependeot of boulcs 
purchased by.tlic society for the kse of this institution, many 
respectable donations have beeo made toil, by benCFoIent indi- 
viduals. The present number of volumes amounts (o BOOO, 
Iq the year 13)2, this society erected that large, and commodl* ■ 
oiisbuilding at the comer of Broadway and Park-Place, for- ' 
merly called Mechanic Hall, now Park place House. It is 
kept by Mr. W. B. Page, stands in a most agreeable situa- 
tion, and is one of the most genteel hotels in the city. In 
the year 1821, they also built that spacious and conreuicnt 
lionse, situated in Chamber, betiveen Chatham, and Augustue- 
Btrceta, called "The Mechanic's Institution" in whicb, 
as we he have already observed, their school and library are 
kept. Uere is, likewise the hall, in which they hold all ibeir 
meetinf.'s. for the transaction of business. 

Each person on joining ifac society, pays £10, initialiou 
fees, and £ 12 more in 3 equal annual inatallmeolsj or the 
depositing the sum of ^20, with the treasurer at the time of 
admission^ exempts from all future payments. 

The total number of members admitted into this society, 
from its organization to 1st, of January 182C, is 151^. 

The Mercantile LisaAHT Association-. 

On the 27th, November, l820,aFocieiy was instituted un- 
der this name, by the Merchants' clerks of this ciiy. They 
were led to this measure, from a desire to adopt the most effi- 
cient means of facilitating mutual intercourse, to exiend their 
information upun mercantile and other subjects of general 
utility, — to promote a spirit of useful inquiry, and to qualify 
themselves to discharge with dignity the duties of t-ti^w y^-Awn i 
sion, and the social oiGces of life. 
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Aciuated by these laudabli.' motives, thry liave been liberal* 
ly patronized by a generous public, whose friendly aid, in ad- 
dition lo the funds raised by their own eontri bin ions, have ena- 
bled them in less than five years, to est ' blish a library contain- 
ing 300O ' olumes, on the most useful and interestms subjecU. 
The library roomjbeiween Ferry and Frankfort, in CtitT-fltreet, 
is open every I'Vt'ninE;, (Sundays excpted,) from 6 o'clock, un- 
til 10, fri'in Isl, 'Iciober (o Ist, April, and from half-past 7 to 
lO o'clock, during the remainder of the year. 

The oSicers of this association are a president, vice president, 
secretary, and nine directors, who are annually elected, on the 
first Tuesday of November, These constitute a board of di- 
rection, and meet at least, once a month, for the transaction of 
business. Any person engaged iu mercantile business as a 
clerk, may, if approved of, by a majority of the said board be- 
come a member of the association, on paying an'initiation fee 
of one dollar, and the further sum of one dollar semiannually, 
so long as he shall continue a member. Any member commenc- 
iog business on liis own account, is entitled lo the privileges of 
an honornry member; by coniinuing the contribution of one 
dollar, semi annually. The number of members, is now about 
1000. Our merchants appear disposed to promote this excel- 
' lent institution, as besides donations in books, they hare given 
Einceitsestablishment in 1820, the sum of $1692 in money, 
of which the sum of S715, was bestowed in the year 1825, 

Besides these three libraries and these of Columbia Colledgc, 
and the General Theological Seminary, which have been al- 
ready mentioned, similar institutions are attached to each of the 
following and perhaps to a few others, viz. to the American 
.\cademy of Fine Arts, the New- York Lyceum, the Literary 
and Philosophical Society, the Ciiy Hospital, the Historical 
Society, the Medical Society, the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, and the Atlicnjeum,of all which notice will betaken 
under the account of these societies respectively. We have, 
likewise a number of. 

Circulating Libraries, of which the following are the most 
distinguished, viz. that belonging to A. T. Goodrich, No. 1 2-1 
Broadway, corner of Cedar-street, which is jhe first of the 
kind established in this citv ; the Minerva circulating Library 
263 Broadway, opposite Washington Hall, of which W. B. 
Gilley is proprietor ; one kept at No. 4 Chamber-street, owned 
by Mr, Ed. M. Murden ; the Bowery Circulating Library, No. 
76 Bowery, of which Mr. Caleb Bartlett is proprietor ; one at 
No. 403^ Broadway, owned by Mr. T. Whybrew, The 
Franklin Library No. 415 Broadwoy, of which Mr. Lock 
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Wood is prpprietor ; nne by Mr. Jolin Monlgomery, No. 182 
Greenwich-street; Mr. James Collins, Greenwich, near Vesey 
street, besides several others conducted on a less extensive 
scale, which ii would be too tedious lo enumerate. 

Reading Rooms. We have two such eslablishmenis in lliia 

City, 

isl, Those attached to the Athanieum, which are kept in 
spacioog and commodious apartments in Broadway corner of 
Pine-aifeei. Bui as this instltulion is as yet in its inrancy, it 
cannot be expected, thai its collection of books is very ezleiK 
sive; yet lliey already nmounl to a considerable number, and 
are rapidly increasing, 

2d. Mr. S. C. Schenk, has a valuable and extensive col1ec<- 
tion orbooks, &c, entitled " The Parthenon Circulating Library 
and Reading Room," kept ujider Peate's Museum, No. 252 
Broadway opposite the City Hall. In this establishment, there 
are upwards of seventy foreign and American periodical jour- 
nals, all the Morning and Evening Papers of this city, the most 
importunl Newspapers of the United States and of Canada, &c. 

Thus our citizens are blessed in a peculiar manner, with 
ilie means of instruction in religion, and in every depart* 
mem of literature antl science. There are places of religions 
worship, sufficient for the accommodation of persons of all de- 
nominations, and numbers of excellent societies instituted for 
the purpose of diffusing and establishing the important priocr' 
pies of virtue and morality. Our seminaries of Wrning, from 
HOT primary schools, to our academies and college, are upon an 
excellent fooling, and the means of obtaining for his children a 
good common education, is put in the power of the most indi- 
gent individual. The road to knowledge, morahty and religion, 
js thrown open lo all, and the inhabitants of this mctropoli!}. 
Jiave only themselves to blame, if they be not as enlightened-, 
moral and religious a people as any upon the face of the globe. 
It is true, thai in this, as in all other great cities, there are many 
allurements to dissipation and vice, and that the young and 
unwary run great danger of plunging into scenes of immoralt- 
ly, from the dreadful effects of bad example. But if there 
be many dangerous companions in this city, it is thr* 
July of every young man lo shun them, as he would the dw 
vouring pestilence; for he may rest assured, that if '' a man can- 
not take fire in his bosom and liis clothes not be burnt ; r 
upon hot coals and his feel not be burnt," it Is as impossii 
turn to associate with l)ie wicked, wiiliout his morals bpin|rc(jq; 
tnmlnatecl. 
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newspapbes, al'trohs, &c. 
Newspafers, &C. 



Our city is abundantly i up plied with these sources of infor- 
mation. We have ten Daily Papers, of which sis are publish- 
ed in the morning, and four in the atlernoon- We have, like- 
wise, a number of semi-weekly and Weekly Papers, and some 
magazines. 

The Morning Daily Papers are the New- York Gazette, the 
Mercantile Advertiser, llie National Advocate the DoiljF 
Advertiser, the New- York National Advocate, and llie Times. 

The Afternoon, or as they are commonly called Evening 
Papers, are tlie Commercial Advertiser, the Evening Post, the 
Statesman, and the American. The price of a daily paper, 
whether morning or evening, ia ten doUara per annum. 

The semi-Weekly Papers, are seven in number, viz. the 
Spectator, which is issued from the office of the Commercial 
Advertiser, The New-York Evening Post for the Country, 
The American, The Statesman, The National Advocate, The , 
Daily Advertiser, and The New-York National Advocate, each 
of which are, likewise, headed for the Country. 

The Weekly Papers, are The New-York Price Current; 
The New- York Observer, The Albion, The Globe &Emerald, 
The Religious Chronicle, The New-York Mirror and Ladies 
Literary Gazette, and The American Athanaeuni, (both of 
which are Literary journals.) The Truth Teller, (a Roman Car 
tholic paper,) The Telescope, The Courier, The Represenla- 
tive. The Recueil, (a French paper,) The Bee Hive, The 
Christian Inquirer, The Spy and Dramatic Iteposilory, The' 
American Preacher. The Christian Herald is published once 
a fortnight. 

Magazines. Of these, we have the following, vi?;. The New- 
i'ork Review and Athanfeum Magazine, The Methodist Maga. 
sine, The Dutch Church Magazine, each of which is published 
monthly, and the New-York Medical and Physical Journal, 
which is published quarterly by Drs. Beck, Peixollo and Bellj 
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Authors, PKiKT£aE,BooKaEl.Lis as, &c. 



^ %e high prices of paper and labour in Great Britain, has been 
VMy favourable to authors, and the publication of books on this 
side of the Atlantic. Aduiyof 15 percent is laid, on all foreign 
]uiblicationB which, with other expenses, occasions them to be 
sold, at an advanced price, when ihey are imported into this 
country. To encourage the domestic manuTacture of paper, 
a law was passeA^ty CoagtVM'm 1804, exempting alt foreign 
rags [root- the pa/meat oi duly- Theee 4t<:umatance£ have 
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combined to give a great spring to the manufacture of paper, 
as well as lo the printing of books, pamphlets and news papers. 
Of paper, a sufficiency, is now made amongst ourselves, lo 
render its importation unnecessary, and a vast quantity is manu- 
factured annually, some part of which is equal to any imported. 
At Springlield, New-Jersey, about sixteen miles from this city, 
there are no less than fifleen paper mills. Of these, Samud < 
Camphell, Esquire of this city, is a large proprietor. The 
business of casting lype, as well as that of atereolype, is carri' 
ed on here to a vast eKtbnt, and printing presses are made in 
the best manner, and in the newest and most approved mode. 
Tiius we have not only the typographical art, but every branch 
connected with it, carried on to great perfection amongst 

From these circumstances, authors find it easy to publish 
their original works, and publishers proceed with equal facility 
in the reprinting of foreign works. The printers and book- 
sellers in this city, employ large capitals in publishing original 
vorks, as well as those, which have been printed in Europe, 
and many of them have been well remunerated for their enter- 
prise. It may he asserted without fear of contradiction, that 
there is no art, in which greater improvements has been made 
in (his city, than in that of printing and book-binding. Here 
many works have been published, which, in point of the good- 
ness of the materials and the elegance of workmanshipare 
equal to the best editions, which have been imponed from 
Europe. As many of our youih are engaged in those studies, 
which are necessary to prepare them for the learned professions, 
the demand for the Greek and Latin classics had become very 
great ; but there is now no necessity for their importation, as 
the writings of Cwsar, Cicero, Virgil,'Salust, Ovid, Horace, (fc. 
have been published here in a correct and handsome manner. 
Those editions, which have been published imder the inspec- 
tion of the late Peter Wilson, l l d. Professor of Languages, 
and of Ckablbs Amthon, a. m. adjunct professor of the Greek 
and Latin languages, in Columbia College are greatly esteemed 
on account of their accuracy. The latter of these gentlemen, 
prepared for the press a new edition of Potter's Grecian Anti- 
quities, which is far superior to that work, when it came from 
the hands of its learned author ; one of Lampriere's Classical 
Dictionary, which is universally acknowledged lo contain so 
many improvements, as to render it a much more valuable work 
than the beJit edition, which had been issued from any Europe- 
an press, and Valpy's Greek Grammar, which may be con- 
sidered as a work entirely new. TVt«y ait'^'jai'j *s.Vl'«(«.*v»«J 
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tt ralitable addition to the standard books used in Columbia 
College, and in many other of our Colleges and higher semi- 
naries of learning. 

For the assistance of begitiners in the studji of the Latin 
language, Mr. George Long, one of our most enterprising prin- 
ters and bouk-seliers, has caused two uf the most valuable of 
the initiatory school-books lobe prepared in a nen> and very 
useful manner, f mean the little volume commonly call«i 
lliitaria Sacra, to whicb is added a Dictionary uf all the 
woi-ds coniaiaed in that book and no more, with their deriva- 
tions aiHi compositions, By Gieokob Ikonsidb, a. m. teacher of 
languages, formerly uf this city, -now of the District of Colum- 
bia, and I'lVi Romif, the book which is, in general, put into the 
hands of students immediately before tiieir entering on the 
Classical Writers, executed in the same manner, By Jambs 

These two books no sooner made their appearance, than 
they met wilhtheapprobationof most of our classical teachers, 
and their utility in accelerating the progress of the pupil, and 
facilitating the labour of I he teacher, is now souniveriidly estab- 
lished, that tliey are used in most academies and grammar 
schools throughout (he United States. Mr. Long, who holds the 
copyrights of both, perceiving iheir very extensive circulHtion, 
caused them to be carefully revised, corrected and stereotyped. 
The proof s bests were examined with the greatest attention, by 
gentlemen well quali6ed for the undertaking, and neither paint 
nor expenses were spared to render them as fiee from errors as 
possible. But several Greek as well as Latin books have been, 
of late years, printed in this ciiy. Valpy'a grammar has been 
already noticed, to which may be added the Creek Testament, 
OrjGCa Minora, the Greek Prosody, by Dr. Peter Wilson, 
Lucian's Dialogues, Homer's, Iliad, &c. Many valuable ex- 
pensive European works have, likewise, been printed here, of 
which I shall only mention a very few, Shakespeare's works, 
and Rollin's Ancient History ,both stereotyped, Blair's Lectures, 
and sermons, Volney's works, Goldsmith's works, the Specta- 
tor, Swift's works, iSec. &c. while the original works printed here 
in this city, are almost innumerable 

The following are the principal publishers, who are arrani^ed 
in the order, in which it is believed, that they severally began 
business in that line. Messieurs Evert Duyckinck, Thomas and 
Jamps Swords, Daniel D. Smith, George Long, Collins and co- 
Collins and Hannay, William B. Gilley, Henry L Magarey, and 
William Borrodailc. 
On the wbo\e, as New- York holds by far, the most dislin- 
gaisbed raak amongst iter sister Stalesj in a rjxnimercial poim 
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of view, she is not behind ony of them in regard to the busi- . 
ness of printing. Hence this ciiy may be considered as the; 
best mart in the United Stales, for the manufactory and sale 
of books. 



It 13 much to the credit of our City, tliat the Byatem of L 
slmctioD in nur common schools has of late years, he en greatly 
improved. Of our teachers, there are many of irreproachable 
morals, and good natural talents, well cultivated by educa- 
tion, who have embarked in the arduous busiaesB of tuition, 
from a conviction, that, in that profession, they could render a 
moat impovtanl service to the community, by initiating the 
young and rising generation in the principles of virtue and 
useful knowledge. We accordingly tiud, at an examination of 
a juvenile schoof, under the care of such an instructor, a num- 
ber of children of both sexes, about the age of 10 or 12, who 
cannot only read in agracefitl manner, but satisfy us, that they 
understand nliat they read, who write legibly and with gi*eat 
neatness, aud ivho by the promptitude and corrcctiiesg of their 
auBwersconvincelheir visitors, that they are well acquainted 
with the elements of English grammar, geography, and hbloiy ; 
ami those who are someirhat more aiivanccd in years, display 
Ibeirskill in aiithemetic, mathematics,compoBiticn, belles let- 
tresj&c. thus afibrding their relations the most pleasing prospect, 
that they wii), by God's blessing, at no distant period, become 
useful members of society. Such seminaries as these, are of 
great importance in a free caiintiy, and the reflection ia highly* 
gratifying, that there are not a few such in this city. It is mudi 
lo be regretted, however, that out of about 300 minor school^. 
which have been ascertained to exist in this city, there are 
mauy of them Ungjil by persons without the necessary qualiC- 
tions For the discbarge of their important trust, and in some in- 
stances of doubtful morals. 

With i-eapect to academics or other claBsical seminaries, i 
have a number, which are under the care of gentlemen of un- ' 
blemished reputation, and of great professional pre-eminence. 
As a proof of their success in this honourable employment, it 
is only necessary to mention, that they have prepared a number 
of youth for Columbia and other colleges, and from the man- 
ner,in which they have in general, ace quitted themselves ^ at 
iheir examinations as candidates for adnviaivow,'Ca'Me^a'o.^«»' 
SOD to caJI ia question the industry, ot '*)o\\^.'C^t^ ^^ ■asRN.-w.ewiW' 
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__ I what has been said respecting ouv pay schools, it ap- 
pears, ihai they might, for a number of years, have been divid- 
ed into two classes. Isl. Those, in which the system of educa- 
tion is excellent ; but the price high. 2d, Those in which the 
masters being Incompetent to tlieir duty, the pupils get little in- 
struction, and the teachers a small conipeitsation for theif servi- 
ces. The expenses of the first do not suit the poor nian's 
pocket, and if he send his child to the last, he runs a great 
tisk of paying his money for nothing, Charity schools had 
been established by several respectable congregations; butu 
the benefits of these seminaries were confined to the children of 
such persons as were members of these congregations j-espeo^ 
tively, there were many, who were necessarily excluded. 
To obviate this difficulty, a society was incorporated by an 
net of the legislature, passed Qlh April 1305, under the name 
of " The society for establishing a Free school in the city ol 
]yew-Tork, for the education of such poor children as do not 
belong to, or are not provided foj by any religious society." 
Thisinslifutionhae,no doubt, been very beneficial to those, fat 
whose benefit it iras organized, and in the year 1825, instead of 
ope Free School, the number had increased to six, all of nhicll 
were in a nourishing cooditioii. The teachers were indefaliga- 
hie, as well as intelligent ; and the progress of their pupils waa- 
highly satisfactory. But in March, 1826, our legislature, 
at the solicitation of the trustees, passed an act, entitled " ail 
act in relation to the Free school Society of New-York" where- 
by it was enacted amongst other things, that the said society 
shall hereafter be known by the name of'' The Public School 
Society op New- York." 

Of the circumstance3,*vhich induced the Trustees to wisli 
for this, and some other alterations in their charter, 1 cannot 
do better than lay before my readers an abridgment of- 
llieir address to the public, relative to the subject. Their 
reasons are so satisfactory, that men of intelligence will readily 
adroit that they have made a very important improvement, in 
riie mode of conducting our common schools. 

They begin by stating, that on the Ist. April (l 826,) the semi- 
iiaries under their charge had ceased to be charity schools, ajid 
that the following rates of tuition were established, vii. 

For the alphabet, spelling and writing on slates, 25 cents p« 
•}uarier. 

Continuance of the above with reading and arithmelicsl 
labJes, at 50 cents per quarter. 
Continuance of thelast with willing oil paper, arithmetic, and 
de£nitions 01 per quarter. 
^^frflBrge^jig with grammar, geogiapMi '■^^''^'^ 
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mapa and globes, book-keeping, history, coroposition, niMgunu 
tion, astronomy, &c, f2 per quarler. No additional charge h 
made for insiruction in needle work, nor for fuel, books, or 
stationary. " It is not" say they, "expected that these charges 
n'ill defray (he expenses of the institution. The main reliance 
must be placed upon the common school funds." The follow- 
ing are the reasons, which induced the legislature to adopt the 
new arrangement, 

1st. To remove the imputation of charity ccAo/ars, which 
was applied, to the pupils of the free schools, in consequence of 
restricting their admission, to such children as nere the objects 
of a gratmtous education, and which induced sonie paients 
rather tosuffer their childrentogrow up in ignorance, than to 
send them to a free school. 

2d. Tosubstitutethespacious, well regulated monitorial semi- 
naries, conductetl by duly examined and qualified teachers, 
under the constant supervision of a board of trustees, and of the 
public authorities, in the place of the numerous minor pay 
schools, with which this city abounds, and in which, in too 
many instances, the time of the pupil, and the earnings of the 
parent are WBSted,not in the acquisition of learning and virtue} 
but of habits of idleness and insubordination 

3d To create and foster in the less affluent classes of societ/i 
a spirit of self-respect, and laudable pride, inducing them to 
reject as the glf^ of charily, what they could command as the 
price of honest labour- 

VVith the view of accommplishing these desirable objects, 
and of extending as far as possible, the system of elementary 
education, upon which the good order of the city so essentially 
depends, tiie legislature have directed with the unanimous ap^i 
proval of the society, of the school commissioners and of the 
corporation. 1st. That the free schooU, shall be convert- 
ed into public schools. 2d. That it shall be the duty of die pub- 
lic school society to provide, so far as their means may extend, 
forlhe education of all children in the city of New-York,nol 
otherwise provided for, whether such children be or be not Ihe 
proper objects of gratuitous education, and without regard to 
the religious sect or denomination, to which such children or 
their parents may belong. 3d. That it shall be lawful for the 
trustees, to require of the pupils moderate tuition fees, to be ap- 
' plied to the erection of school houses, the payment of teachers' 
salaries, and to the defraying of such other expenses, as may 
be incident to the education of children, provided (Aa( ho 
i-kildsliallbe denied the benefits of Ihe instiiution, merely oh 
the ground of inabUity (opay/or the Bamc,>iv.», iiwB.. ■-*-'* 
iimfS} be freely received and educated. 
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" The schoola are open to the visitation of the citizeu gene* 
rally, and it is the earnest wish of the Board, that they would 
avail themselves of the privilege. When it is recollected, that 
this institution hasalread f educated more than twenty thousand 
children, it can hardly be necessary, to urge theimpcirtaoceof iu 
operations, or to press upon the minds of an enlightened commU'' 
nity, the invitation to witness their results. They add, that such 
visits in conoectbn with those of the trustees, and of the public 
authorities, have the happiest influence in exciting the emulation 
both of the instructors and the pupils. They express the plea- 
sure, which they have in stating, that the school commenced 
last year in Christie near I'u nip-street, is ready for the recep^ 
tion of scholars, and that lots have been purchased for the 
erection of another, (the Eighth) in Grand-street, west of Broad^ 
way, which when completed will, together with those already' 
erected, afford accommodations for the instruction of six ikoU' 
sand pupils. 

The number of children in the city between the ages of ^ and 
15, is supposed to be about 306tK), of whom about 13000, 
are educated in the pay schools, 10 000 in the free now the 
public, and other charily schools, the remaining 7000, from 
various causes, and partly from the feeling alluded to, arc 
wholly uneducated. 

The annual election is held on the second Monday of May, In 
every year. The number of trustees has been increased, from 
36 to bf>, and they may add (o (heir number,al any legal meet- 
ing of the board J but so that the uhoie exclusive of the 
Mayor and Recorder, who are members ex-n^cio, do not ez- • 
ceed 100. The payment of the sum of ten dollars, coostituteBU 
a person a member for life. ' 

The school houses, belonging to this institution are spaciouV 
brick buildings, and are as follows. 

No l.TryonRow, corner of Chatham-street. 

No 2. Henry-Btreet, near Rulger. 

No 3. Hudson-street, near Christopher. 

No 4. Rivinglon^treet, near the corner of Pitt-street. 

No 5. Molt, between Spring and Prince Streets. 

No 6. Bellevue. 

No 7. Christie, between Pump and Hester. 

No 8. Grand-street, west of Broadway, not yet Dnislied; 
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liiit one opinion amongal our citizens. Crowds, delighted 
wiih tlie ideaof gelling a good education for llieir children, tciM 
out being considered in the, light of paupers, are pressing for- 
ward to the schools with their beloved offspring, and it is high- 
ly' probable, that in the short space of one year, the nuntber of 
these establishments will be twice as many as at present. The 
error of confining our proportion of the Common School fund, 
to the proper objects of a grataitoua education was produc- 
tive of very serious evils; as it exclnded from its benefits, those 
who were taxed for its increase, and roade its recipients " a . 
separate community^ publicly declaring the story of their 
own, and their parents indigence, — a most glaring absurdity 
under a republican government. But these were entirely obvia* 
ted, merely by converting the Free into Public schools, which 
are open to all without distinction of sect or circumstances. 
The children of thoae who pay, and of those who do not, are 
placed on the same fooling, and education is, as it ought to be, 
provided for all, without subjecting the indigent to the leasL de- 
gradation. Here the meanest citizen may educate his child, 
with a well foupded hope, that if he should become equal to the 
task, he may rationally aspire to the command of our fleets 
and armies ; a share in the legislature of his native ttate, or 
even to the filling of the Presidential chair. He stands ott 
equal ground, in regard to the Qrst honours of the nation, with 
the richest of his fellow citizens. 

Besides the Free (now the Public) schools which have been 
already mentioned there are, likewise, in this city, other charity 
schools, belonging to the following societies or corporations : 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, the New- York Society for the 
manumission of slaves, the Scotch Presbyterian Church, the 
General Society of mechanics and tradesmen. Female associa- 
tion, Hamilton Free School, Methodist Episcopal Churchy 
Orphan Asylum^ Reformed Protestant Dutch Church, First 
BaptUt Church, St. Peter's Church, St. Patrick's Cathe- 
dral, St. Michael's Parish, German Lutheran Church, Grace 
Church, First Congregational Church, Bethel Baptist Church, 
Garden-street Church. 

Havingstated in aformer part of this article, that these schools 
received a part of theirsupport from the Common School fund, 
a brief explanation of what that fund is becomes necessary. 

The first distribution of school money for the purpose of 
assisting in the important business of common school education ; 
was made by this state in 18l6. Tiie number of children re- 
ported as having been taught in that year, was 140,106 ; but 
in the year 1825, the numbei amoviWeAto 41'J?'^^-H'^'''**J 
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more than treble of that of 1 Sx6. This fund conusti' 

following items 

Balance due on loan o( 1792 - - jf 410,547,06 

Do. - on loan of 1 SOS - - $439^72,50 
3,(><iO sharei in the slock of the Merchanta 

bank, $180,000,00 

Bands and mortgnges for escheated lands, ) 
in the militarv tract - - - ^^11,781,88 

Do forschool fund lands sold. - $100,064^ 

Canal fund stock bearing interest, 

at 3 per cent— 13,000 
- 6 percent— 155,000 



I 



Money in the treasury being balance of } 

receipts from the capital. \ ^6,520,b6 . 

$1,319,886,46 

The amount of the capital of the common school fund is 
therefore, l6l,.ll9,886 4fi cents,and iherevenue actually re- 
ceived from this fund in $1825, was 81,815, 41 cents. But in ' 
addition to this fund, the constitution provides, that " the pro- 
ceeds of all lands belonging to this state, which shall hereal^ef 
be sold or disposed of," shall belong to the fund, for the sup- 
port of common schools." In a report of the surveyor gene- 
raJ, these lands are computed at 838,090 acres, and valued at 
$406,418, but "as the additions to the schoul fund, from the 
sale of lands must necessarily be gradual, and in no degree com- 
menaurale with the rapid increase of children to be instructed," 
Ihe amount to be distributed this year (1826,) will agreeably ti> 
the recommendation of the acting superintendent of the com- 
mon schools, be increased to $100,000. The school fund is 
diatribuied amongst the 56 counties of the slate, according to 
the population of each respectively; but no money was to be 
allowed to any county, unless a sum equal to that apportioned 
lo it, should be raised by such county. In this there was no 
difficulty, as they all cheerfully concurred in the measure pro- 
posed. 

The following is a slatenieni of the common school money 
received, and distributed in and for the city and county of 
New- York in 1825. 
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lance remaining in the Mecbanic'a bank for the year 
1824, - - ■ . - $285,25 1 

Received from tlie stale treasury. - Jj7 ,208,89 \ 

Do. from the corporation of tlie city of ? 

P- - New-York, - $7,208,89 

Jjfl4,r03,0i( 

But a new apportionment of the scliool money graduated by ihe i 
census recently taker, will soon be roade in conformity to Jaw — * 
The power of distributing the common school fund appor- 
tioned to the city, is vested in the Common Council, who have 
lately determined, that the distribution shall be in future, esclo* 
sively confined to the following societies, viz. The Public School 
Society of New-York, the Mechanics' Society, the Orphan 
.\sylum Society, and the Trustees of the African schools. 

HlGB ScuooL. 

In ihejear 182.1, a number of our most respectablecitizens, 
farmed an association for the purpose of providing a perma- 
neut institution, which should combine classical instruction, 
with the useful branches of general education, and in which 
the course of instruction should be uniform, and afforded ai a 
moderate expense. They accordingly erected a spacious three 
story brick building 50 by 73, ^3750 feet square, in Crosby- 
slrcel, between Grand and Broome Streets. 

On the 1st. of March, 1325, it was opened.wilb more than 
200 pupils, and in the month of May follotving, their number 
had increased to al Ieast050. An act was passed foj- its in- 
corporation by the name of " The High School in Ike CiCn of 
]S!eui-YorL" By its charter, which is to continue in force till 
the 1st. Monday in May, in the year 1 846, they may purchase 
and hold real and personal estate, not exceeding in value Ih 
sum of $30,OQO, for the purpose of enabling them to carry it 
to effect, the objects of their association ; and this stock is t 
he divided into shares not less than $25 each, to be deemeil. ' 
personal property, and transferable, agreeably lolhebyelat 
of the corporation. All the affairs of the association are to be 
ftirfnaged by twenty-five trustees, whose election and the annu- 
al meeting of the society, shall be held at the school house, on 
the second Monday of November in every year. 

In case of a vacancy in the bpard of Trustees, the same is 
to be filled up by an election at a regular meeting of the Board of 
Trustees; but no batlpt shall be nia(te,ttjA\\«.vVea'AQ\wiTCL'!.*.-. 
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\ag subsequent to that, at nbich the nnm'maiion of the candi- 
date shall have been made. After the annual election, the 
Trustees shati appoint from their own number, a president, 
vice-president, treasurer, and secretary. The regular meet- 
ings of the trustees, are held at their school houge on the 2d. 
Thursday in every month. Seven trustees are a quorum to 
transact all business, except the sale or transfer of any of the < 
society's real and personal estate, for which the approbation 
of, at least, a majority of the trustees is necessary. 
The Principalaofthis institution are JuhnGriscoMiL.l. D. and , 
D. H. Babneb, a. m. gentlemen, whose reputation for talents and 
industry in the line of their profession, has been long known 
and duly appreciated amongst the intelligent part of the com- 

The following are some of the rules and regulations, which 
have been adopted fur the government of this seminary. 

In the admission of scholars, the children of stock-holders* 
are to have the preference, provided more than a sufficient nuip- 
ber olTer to fill up the diflerent departments and rooms. The 
present number of pupils is (J80, that being the complement; 
and such is the celebrity of the school, that there are 70 or 80 
children of stock-holders ready for admission, no one of whom 
can enter till el vacancy shall occur. 

The course of studies are as follows. — ™ 

1st. Introductory department. The alphabet, spelling, 
reading, writing on slates, first notions of drawing, arithmetic, 
geography and natural history. 

2d. Junior department. Spelling, reading, writing on paper, 
first principles of geograpy end English grammar, arithmetic, 
mental and mechanical, as far as through the* rules of propor- 
tion, elocution, continuance of natural history. 

3 J. Senior depaflment. Grammar and geography complete 
mapping, higher arithmetic, book-keeping, and algebra, geom- 
etry, trigonometry, astronoraical calculations, surveying, men- 
suration, navigation, conicsections, dialling, Latin, Greek, 
French and Spanish languages, ancient geography, antiquities, 
history, rhetoric, elocution, composition, lectures' on naturnl 

f Tlie foHowing nro \he privileges of Ihc BtocB-holdefs. They, bv 
llicir represeulaiivcB, (he Sa trusteCB, erecl (heir ttchao] house oa siicli 
.Spot [U ia deepjed luosl euirnble, appoint the principal icucliera. and a 
I'ommitlBe to riait t!ie Bihool al least once incTerj week, and prescribe ■ 
fach rule* Tor the govenimenl of ihe inililDtioD, ns ma; appwr laott 
lik*l» to pramole good order Bmoogst the pupili, aa well as, Iheirpro- 
Krcsi in uaeful learning. Their children are ndmilled in prer^rence fa 
ibota nt oltier persaos, and their pecuniary compensation canlislsjn 
trveirlbs Ibr real for Ilje edillce and ica Turnifurc. 
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_ iiIoBDphy, chemisCry and natural history, with experinieDU 
and specimens, athletic eiercisea. 

The payment of tuition miist be made to the principali 
advance, and the terms of instruction can, in no case, be va 
from tlie following rales. — 

Introductory, $3, fuel for the sea.ton, 25 cents. 

Junior $5, fuel 50 cents, pens and ink iO cents. 

Senior $7, tlo. 50 cents - do. 50 cents. 

Corporal punishment is never to be resorted to, except in 
extreme cases. An annual public examination is to be held in 
August of each. year, under the direction and management of 
the trustees. Rewards and premiums for good conduct and im- 
provement in learning, may be dispensed as ol^en as tlie princi- 
pals may deem it useful. Lectures on chemistry, natural his- 
tory and natural philosophy, are delivered at the High School, 
which the students in the senior class may attend free of ex- 
pense. The principals employ al their own charge, suelr^ 
assistant teachers in the several departments as are necessary^ 
for the prosperity and repuintion of the scliool. The number en- 
gaged at present, is two in the Introductory, two in the /unior, 
and three in the Senior department, besides a teacher of the 
French, and one of the Spanish language. Of pupils, who 
study the former, there is about 70, and a few of ibe latter. No 
• additional chnrge is made for the study of these languages. 

The exercises of each department, commences with reading 
a chapter of the bible: but no catechism or inatructioo in the 
tenets of any religious denomination, shall be introduced in. 
the school. 

Such is the sysEem of education adopted, and such some of 
the I'ltles and regulations, v hicli have been established for Uie 
government of this seminary. With respecc to the mauner, in 
ivtiicli it has been coudiicled, the board of trustees, in their 
aQniial report published. If ovember last, express the highest 
approbation. In speukin^of Lhelntroductoiydepartmentjthey 
rBmart as follows "All the students are engaged in similar 
sludiea. Their progress has been very Ratifying and, in some 
Instances, quite remarXabic. This department exhibits an air 
of order, aiicntion, activity and contentment, w.'iicb fias satisfied 
anti delighted every individual who has visited it" — "The 
Sreater part of these chiMre» conuuiL and recite arithmetical 
tables every day, and upwardsof 130 cipher. All of lliem are 
raughlsomeporlionsorgeography, and naluralhistory, in which 
they receive much valuable knowledge, from familiar lecture^ 
with the aid of pictures and maps — In short, the ex^etvTOs.'^'.* 
wMch has been made in the in'.r«iu.cVoT^ i^MV^vt^VVaaN^-w^ 
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fDOre nicccBslill than coolO have been anticipaieil." Willi re- 
•pMl lotlieotherHepartmeiitB. ihef make the folluivingobaerva- 
tloiM, "The iniaiees might particularize Bonic brighl csamples 
«f fixlraorrlinary acqaiKmeal ; but lliey I'arbeartodoso, and 
cooteni themselveg Hilh saying, ihal the freiieral prigresg of 
bolh Uie pPiiior antt Junior ileitartraenU, aifortl the moBi con- 
cluiivF eviHencea, that tlie rnoiiiiorial Dj'stem of instruction, ia 
oapabk of beini; adapted to ihe higher as well as the lower 
brauches of eJucalioo. It ta the opjojoii of those, who have 
had the most FXperience aD<i the beat means of jitdgiiig, that 
Ihey have never known bo great prolicieiicf made iu the same 
prriod of time, ashasbeeti rcadein the tipper departments of 
the High School. In alllheie studies, the method of mutual in- 
struction has been brought into operatiou, and hassaiiitJiedthe 
aanKuine expectatioos, which were formed of its efficiency. 
The number of clasaical Btudeuts is 70. 

Before I conclude this article, it may not be improper to 
observe, that when the High School was organized, many were 
of opinion that it would destroy the grammar schools. (I mean 
those in the city, in which the Greek ai^d Latin Languages are 
taught;) but the result has abundantly shown, that such appre- 
hensions were without fouodation. According to jhe best 
calculation which I have been able to make, the number of 
students in ourgrammar schools in this city and countv,is no^ 
less than live hundred, and many are tent from this city to 
country academies, for instruction in classical learning. In the 
High School, as has been just mentioned, the numbrrof classi- 
cal scholars is only 70, being not quite one seventh part of the 
whole oflhose, who are studying the Greek and Latin languages, 
exclusive of those, who have been sent to the country for their 
education. It is, therefore, absurd to consider the High School 
OS a monopoly: Messieurs Borland and Forf est, have at theii- 
academy No. 45 Warren -street, a greater number of classical 
Btudeots, than the High School, as they have no fewer than 80 
under their care ; and the Rev. Dr. Edmund D. Barry, at his 
academy, comer of Church and Chamber Streets, has 50. 

In the private grammar schools, in which the old mode of 
tuition, viz. the communication of inslrticiiun to the students, by 
the preceptor in person, or by his assistant, has been pursued^ 
it is well known, that it has answered n most valuable purpose, 
to the pupils. In the High School the Lancasterian or Monitori- 
al system, hasbeenintroduced, and the advocates of this system, 
of whom there are many of our best iuibrmed citizens, antici- 
pate the most favourable result from its being carried into 
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execution, and from the order, r^ularity and harmony, with 
which every thing is conducted in this seminary, as I have re- 
peatedly witnessed with pleasiirf, there ia no reason to appre- 
hend that tiiey will be disappointed in their expectatiuns. In- 
deed I believe that either of the systems, when conducted by dili' 
gent Hnd experienced teachers, may be productive o( the same 
beneticial consequences, and that notwithstanding the establish- 
ment of the High School, there is abundance of employment 
for every well qualified teacher in this city. 

Female High School. 

The success of tlie High Rctiool having been entirely satis- 
factory, the S'.ock holders ivere an;^ious. that a similar inatitu- 
liou shoLild be proviiled for females. The trustees accordingly 
purchased a lot T3 feet by iOO,iij Crosby, near Spring-etreel. in 
the vicinity ' of tbe edifice for boys, on which they erected a 
brick building of three stories high, 44 feet by 60. beiug of 
sufficient dimensions lo accommodate 430 scholars. 

ThisSeminnri was opened on the'lst. February, 1826, when 
every place was occupied by the children of siockholderB. 
Here, the trustees have been induced by tlicstrongest evidence 
of very uucommoa qualifications to commit lo ladies, the chief 
direction and instruction of the Female High-School; aiid •hey 
confideutly aiilicipale, that it will greatly increase ilie means, 
and elevate (he standard of female cducatiou in nur city 

In ihiaaeraicary there are sis teachers, viz. two iu each of tha, 
three ileparlmeuts, viz. the Introductory, the Junior and thr 
Senior. The terms and course of tnitioji are as follows. — 

Introduct'Hiv dki"artmest. T^ree doHarsperguarler. Th« 
alphabet, spe Hi tig, reading, writing ou slates, writiug on paperi 
elementary branches of anthmetic, grammar, geography, 
principally by Ttiaps, some branches of natural history, and 
plain needle work. 

Junior DBPAHTMKNT, Five dollars per quarter. Spelliug^ 
reading, definitions, v riling, geography, English grammar, arith- 
metic, mental and mechanical, as far as thrauf^h ihe rules of pro- 
portion, continuauce uf natural history, linear drawing, use of 
the Globes .tnd maps, plain sewing, marhiag. cutting and mak- 
ing female dresses. 

SBNion DBPiaTMENT. Scvett dollars per quarter. Spell- 
ing, reading, dermilions, writing, English grammar, composi- 
tion, geography with the use of maps aud globes, mapping, 
higher arithmetic, the three first books «t E.'a^'.vA, "eraS*^- 
keepuig, moral philosophy, luslory a.nAte'fleiAt'*,^^*. 
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Flue and oraamental needle wort, llie Frencli lauguagfr, 
drawing and pyiiiun^, lircturcs on astronomy, and natural ' 
history, per quarter extra J3. The pajnieni of tuition must 
be made io odvaace. 






Thb Auiktcan Academv of Fine Artb. 



In the year \79\,1At. Archibald Rob£bi'3on, a distingubli' 
cd art in, insliluied a seminary in this city, to which he gave the 
name of " The Columbian Academy of Painting," and suceed- 
ed wonderfully iu his laudable undertaking. His pupils did 
great honour to themselves, as nell as to their preceptor. But 
the time at last arrived, when the improvement iu the arts of 
drawing and painting, so happily introduced by this gentlemnn, 
should be placed .n a more respectable fooling, than et.uld be 
|)ossibly done by the exertions, of an individual, however inde- 
fatigable. In the year 1801, the late Honourable Robert 
Livingston, foruierly chancetlorof this state, but then minister 
at the court of France, projected the idea of establishing alt 
"Academy of Fine Arts" in this ciiy. To furrher ibe design, 
he wrote to his friends here, recommending that a subscription 
should be opened to raise a fund for the porchase of statues 
and paintings, for the instruction of artists, and the undertaking; 
was readily enrouraged- 

It was not, however, till 3d. December, 1 802, that the society 
was completely organizi^. It was composed of a ntmiber of 
the most respectable characters of the state, and its object was 
to lay a (bundntlon for a museum of the tine arts, by pmcuriug 
casts from the antique of the most excellent statues, with altOB 
and bassos relievos, and of specimens of pictures of the mosi 
eminent masters of the modern schools of painting. The 
Hon. Edwabd Livingsion was elected President, and an 
was passed for its incorporation Feb. 12th. 1S03. 

In the mean time, by the aid of its worthy founder, copies 
in plaster had been procured of some of the finest pieces, which 
have reached us from the hands of the ancient sculptors. The 
Fighting G!adiator,andtheGrecLanWarrior,lhe Roman Senator, 
the reclining Hermaphrodite, Lacoon and his sons, theJiipiter 
Tonans, Niobe, Socrates, and a multitude of others constitute a 
part of this collection. Some time thereafter, the late emperor 
Napoleon, made a present to the Academy of 24 large volumes 
of Italian Pictures, and several port-folios of drawings. 

In the year 1816, the Honourable, the Common Council, 
granted to the Academy a gratuitous lease for ten years of tha 
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apartments, which they now occupy in the ISew-\'ork inatitute, 
and inimediUely after a gallery was constmcted lot the exfait^^ 
tion of pictures, and another for the 6is\i\uy of statuBrj. In 
the autumn of (hat year, the first exhibiliun was opened, on 
vhich occ^ision His ExceUency Dewitt Cliaion, then president 
of the inMituticin, delivered aa addtess in the City Hall, sine 
which period, annual exbibitious have been given of the works< 
living anrl old masters. For the informatiuii and encourogft- 
nient of young artists, students have at the same time, been 
constantly admitted to draw from antique, under the rules and 
regulations laid down by the Board of Directors. 

Ample means for the purpose, have been provided by im- 
poi ling from Europe, the best casts and busts from the most 
celebrated of ancient and modern oiasiers ; in order to lay ■>' 
solid foundation for the advancement of art in this country. IjBl'' 
aid of this, for the last (ew years, eloquent discourses have. 
been pronoHnced by individuab on the Fine Arts, prior to the 
opening of each exhibition, thereby eliciting a growing taste 
for Arts, in general; hut moreespecially for the Fine Arts, grow- 
ing out of this institution. In addition lo the means of elemen- 
tary study, the academy possesses some admirable specimens 
of portrait. To obtain a full length portrait of our venerable 
countryman, the late Benjamin West, President of the Royal 
^Society, and one of (he first artists in the world, they employ- 
ed his successor. Sir Thomas Lawrence, to paint one ; which 
well as an admirable portrait, painted by Sir Henry Riebut 
of Edinburgh, and presented by him, on his being elected an 
lionorary member, and>i striking likeness of the founder painted 
as large as life, by John VANDERi-yN, Esq. of this city, now 
grace the walla of the institution. 

As Honorary members, the academy may boast of the nametj 
of King George iv, the late Emperor NAroLEnn, who, as baB, 
been already observed, contributed very liberally to the estate 
lisbment, his brothers Lucibn Bonapame, and Joseph BonV 
FABTB, who has repeatedly enriched the exhibition by loans 
fromhis valuable collection, besides many others of the most 
distinguished individuals in Europe. 

The officers of this society consist of a. president, vice presi- 
dent, 1 1 directors, a secretary, assistant secretary, and keeper. 
Memhershipisobtainedby anclectionof tbe board of directors, 
and by the payment of jt 25, which constitutes a patron, 
entitles him to free admission to the gallery for himself, lady 
unmariied children. Patrons, who are unmarried, have the 
privilege of introducing one friend at a time. Membership 
may be transferred or inherited. 
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In one of the apariments of this institution, a school for 
drawing and painting has been kepi, since its location in the 
New- York Insiitulion. Here, young ladies and gentlemen, arc 
rOBtmcted in these elegant accomplish men is, at different hours, - 
under the superintenileoce of Mr. Alexander Robertson, a 
gentleman, whose lalenis and industry in the line of his pro- 
fession, have been long well known to his fellow, citizens. 

The Presidents of the Academy, have been the Hon, 
Edwjwd LiviwcBTON, the Hon. Robert R. Livingston; his 
Excellency Dewilt Clinton, and the present venerable John 
TKUHBt;i.L. 

The officers for theyear 1826, are John Trumbull, President, 
Gulian C. Verplank, Tice President, John B. Murray, Btnja- 
min W. Rogers, Henry F. Rogers, Archibald Robertson, Ezra 
Weeks, William Gracie, George W. Bruen, J. Van Renssalier, 
M. D. Samuel L. Waldo, Isaac U, Coles, Frederic Depeyster, 
junr. direclors, Frederic Depeyster, junr. Secretary, Alexander 
Robertson, Keeper, and axsislant Secretary. 

The National Academy op the Abts of Dksign.* 

This is a new Insiitution, which was organized on igilr. 
January, 1826. It has already nliracteda considerable share 
of the public attention and will, no doubt, ultiniaiely meet with 
that patronage, which, from its merit, it so well appears to de- 
serve; 

The intention of the members of this institution may be 
known from Ihe following address, which, at their commence- 
ment, they submitted to the consideration of iheir- fellow citizens. - 
" The Artists of the City of New-York, have associated under 
the above title ; for the purpose of mutual improvement, and 
the instruction of all others, who wish to become students of 
the arts of design. They have no object in view, but the 
odvancement of the Arts ihey profess, the benefit of the ' 
public generally, and of the artists throughout the United 
States. 

"The name they have adopted, is meant to express their 
wish to be associated with all artists, who are citizens of the 
United States ; under which hoiiouratle title are. of course. 
included the natives of every country." 

' This Academy, in poinl of lime, BhoalH have been placod a> (he 
loltor "TheLileror/ Inililuliona," but as ill object appear lo be,in 
some reipecti, similar to those of The American Academ; nf tbe Fine 
Arts, it has beat deemed proper, thai it should imiDcdislelv fallaw. 
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"Although they have a name aod a flourishing school, they 
have no permanent " local habitaljon." The consiiluied au- 
thorities; of the Stale, and of the City, will be ennabled 
to judge how far it la for the honour of the city, and state to 
ail) Ihe Academy in establishinglheir school, and an annuiil 
exhibition of the works of living artists, for the purpose of 
showing the state of the Arts of Design, and raising a fund ne- 
cessary to defray the expenses." 

" The National Academy hopes, that the estsblishraent of an 
Institution directed and supported by Artists, will be found 
worthy of iheir patronage ; they ask of their fellow ciliKens — 
Iheir good wishes." 

"For the support of this institution, the artists look to the 
revenues derived from exhibitimte and kvtttres, for the funds to 
carry forward their plan, to pay the expenses of the schools, 
and to furnish a collection of models. These, without any 
other aid, they have the fullest confidence from the experience 
of other academies, (but especially the Royal Academy of 
London,) wilt be amply sufficient for all eaigencies. Pub- 
lic and private aid may advance the progress of it, by donations 
of casts, prints, and money, and more particularly by the grant 
of rooms for the accummodation of the schools," 

This institution is formed on the principles that every pro- 
feiaion in society knows beit what taeoBureg are Heceeaari/ fca- 
its awn gavernmenl, lis success is no more problematical, 
than the success of many societies that might be named, where 
the members are exclusively of one profession, and they observe 
thai, "Artists planned, and they control the Royal Academy 
of Loudon" and profess, that in the mode of managing the 
National Academy, they shall be guided by laws framed by the 
academicians themselves, aitkout any other interference. 

The following are the officers of this society, Samuel F- B. 
Morse, President, Henry Tnnian, vice President, John L, Mor- 
ton, Secretary, Charles C. Wright, Treasurer, Dr. F. G. 

King, professor of anatomy. 

The exhibition is now held (May 1826,) at No. 337" Droad- ■ 
way, corner of Reed-street, opposite Washington Hall, and ' 
will be continued daily, (Sunday's excepted,) til! the 5th. July 
following. Tickets of admission only 23 cent^. 

The LrouM of Natdjiai. Hibtoby. 



This institution was, in its origin, a private associatian of - 
young gentlemen, who held occasional meeliw%s w\ dwe o^ ^°^^ 
lecture rooms of the college of pbyiciatia. \^ viw.^Wi'^.w^w^R^ 
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byMiaclor ih<: I tgislalute, passed 20lh. April, 1S18, and fur- i 
ttblied, thntugh th^ liber-<lity of ihi- Coininon~Couiicil, with a 
suite of apHiiiuenu in the New- York Insiiiution, since which 
lime, it hsabtcn steadily, though silently increasi[ig Jn uaefuU 
nets and reipeciabiliiy. An extensive cabinet hus been formed, 
which conlaiiis nearly three thousand mineral species and 
Tarieliei. No coUection in the country is so rich in the depart* 
ment of herpeiology and ichthyology. It contains more than 
five hundred species, and uiusi ere long be a place of reference 
to all who wish to investigate these obscure classes of animalsi 
Ta addition to the already extensive collections of fossils from 
various parts of Europe and America, the cabinet contains near- 
ly the whole skeleton of the Mastadon, and large portions of the 
only North American specimen of the Megatherium, hitherto 
discovered. A new department, that of comparBtive anato- 
my, has recently been established, which already contains many 
valuable preparations, and a series of skulls, nearly two hun- 
dred in number, from the difTerenl classesof the animal kingi 

Every effort has been made to procure a suitable library; but 
from the eipeosive nature of the books required, with very * 
limited success, It now contains about six hundred volumes, 
and the funds of the Military Philosophical Society, have been 
generously presented by the members of that institution for its 
further increase. The Lyceum is also under pleasing obliga* 
lions to Col. George Glass, and Dr. David Hosack, of this 
city, and to B. DEARBOBN,Esrj. of Boston, for many valua- ' 
ble additions to the library ; and the hope is indulged, that its .• 
siill limited extent, needs only to be known to be remedied by 
the public spirit and liberality of our fellow citizens. 

For some time past, a naturalist has been employed in travel- 
ling through the country, and exploring its various natural pro- 
ductions. One of the members is now in Florida for a similar 
purpose; and as soon as the state of its funds will admit, it is 
proposed to employ suitable persons in exploring the regions , 
west of the Mississippi. In connexion with the plan of eluci- , 
dating the natural productions of our country, the Lyceum has 
commenced the publication of its transactions, of which the 
second volume is now in the press,and will shortly appear. 
The first volume met with a most flattering reception from 
jiaturalists of Europe. 

The annual meeting is held on the fourth Monday in Feb- 
ruary, when the officers for the ensuing year are elected. Thf 
society consists of three classes of members, vi?.. Resident, 
Correspondent, and Honorary. The initiation fee of a resident 
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member is ten dollars, and the annual contribution four dollart/; 
payable quarterly, on the first Monday of May, August, NoT 
Vember, and February, in each year. The ordinary meeiings j 
are on every Monday evening, (o which visitors may be admits 
ted by the introduction of one or more members. 

The cabinet is, at reasonable hours, open dnily for the i 
speclion of the public, grads. 

Ita presidents have been Samuel L. Mitchill, M. D. LIJ 
D. and John ToHnEr, M. D. 



This Institution, the express object of which is to preserve 
(lie materials of the literary, civil, and ecclesiastical history bf 
the stale of New- York, was organiaed in the year 1804, and 
received its chnner in 1809. It has been most zealously de- 
voted to its original design, and has published three volumes 
of Collections, on subjects i^onnected with the history of the 
stale. Its presidents have been Judge Benson, Gouvemeur Mor- 
ris, Dewill Clinton, and now Dr. David Hosack. Its library is 
most valuable as containing a large amount of original mate- 
rials for the future historian not yet published, besides several 
thousand printed volumes. 

Atnongr.! its most efficient patrons have been John Pintardj 
esq. and Dr. John W. Francji. 

a FHILOSOFHICAL SOCIETY OF N£W-TOKK. 



This Society commenced with the association of a number of 
literary and scientific gentlemen of New-York, in lS04,and was 
shortly after incorporated by the legislature. Its President is 
Dewtit Clinton, who was inducted to that olBce by its char- 
ter. It has published one volume of transactions in 4lo. The 
principal contributors to it, are Hosack, Clinton, Mitchill, 
Macniven, Francis and Griscum. 

The second volume of its transactions, part 1st, is enriched 
with the results of Capt. Sabine's late experiments, besides pa-. 
pera by Gov. Clinton, It has a small but well chosen library. 

••* Nbw-York H out I cultural Socikty. 

" Horticulture" embraces three subjects. 1 si. The cultiva- 

^ Thia is n quotation from Ibe innugural discui 
x. D. r. R. 3. delirfred before (he Society, on\vi»' 
i'ldcal, si ibeir aooiveraary mGeting, a\»V Was . ^^^"^ 
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lion of ihe plants of ibe tnble, including culinary vegetables 
and fruits, ^d, Those plants whicb are coasidereJ asomament- 
dI, and 3d. Landiscape gardening,, or ilie ait of laying out 
grounds in such manner )u may render them must conducive tc 
utility and beauty. In as for, therefore, as liorilculiure is nol 
only lubserv lent to utihty ; but like the art ol'iiainting, address- 
es ilseir to llie taste and lo the imagination, it has very proper- 
ly been enumerated amongst ilie liberal ot the fine art^; and 
accordingly mnks amongst the most delightful and important of 
human pnr^juits." The ancients considered it as one of the 
most pleasing occupations of the mind, particularly in ibe de- 
cltne of life, while, at the same lime, it is benedc'ial to health, 
by the agreeable exercise it aflbrds to the body as well as lo the. 
mind. 

Bui notwithstanding Ihevastimportanceof the an of garden- 
ing, little attention has been paid loit in modern limes, until about' 
30 years ago, within nhich period, a number of eminent indi- 
viduals have directed iheir attention to the subject, and especial- 
ly in France and England, where they have introduced impor- • 
tant changes In every departinent of horticulture. To the ' 
honour uf France, the first establishment of a national instilu- 
1(09 for the promotion of knowledge in ihia branch of science, 
was in that country. It was not until 1804, that the lirat asso- 
ciation was founded in Great Britain. It vas then instituted 
by the name of. " The Horticultural Society of London," and 
in X809, by the exenionsof Dr. Andrew Duncan, the learnerf 

professor of the instjtuti^s of laedicloc, in the University of 

Eduiburgh, " The Caledonian Horticultural Society" was form- 
ed in that oily. 

By the friendly intercourse of the members of these instito* 
lutions, each consisting of several hundred individuals, great 
emulation has been excited, horticultural knowlege has rapidly 
increased, and the most beneficial results have been experien- 
ced throughout the kingdom. Each of these bodies has pub- 
lished many volumes of communications, which have been the 
means of spreading very extensively, ihe knowledge both of 
the principles and the practice of horticulture, and has been 
highly profitable by the addition it has made in the quantity, 
and the improvements it has effected in the qt>ality of the pro- 
ducts of the soil. Some of these volumes found llieir way to 
this country, end it was very probably owing to this circum- 
stance, that the first idea of the " New-Yark Uorlicullaral 
Society" originated. 

in September, 1818, a few of the more intelligent practical 
.Gardners in (he vicinity of this cily, convened for Ihe purpose 
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of inlroduciDg sucb improvements in the cullivation of ODr 
vegetable pro due lions, as they conceived ivere calltd for, and 
which ihey felt themselves cumpeieni to effect. Thi» scwiety 
was, at drst, entered into wiihoul the most distant view of at- 
tracting public attention. But as their iraprovemetitB pro- 
ceeded, they acquired noLoriely, and the views iil' ils lounders ex- 
panded with their success. They consequently became dew- 
rous, that the knowledge of their iiuprovemenis might be pre- 
served and extended for the benefit of the community. Many 
of the most respectable gentlemen of our city, whii are in the 
habit of spending the summer at their country seals, and who 
are attached to horticulture, also joined in the association, and 
they formed themselves into a regularly organized institution. 

Such were the humble and unostentatious beginnings of this 
society, which in eight years ban been the means of increasing 
the variety, and of improving the quality of our vegetables, of 
greatly changing the face of our markets ; of introducing a great 
number of valuable fruits ; of augmenting the number and vari- 
ety of ornamental plants, both indigenous and e:<olic,and there- 
by of spreading a ta^te for this innocent, yet instructive and de- 
lightful source of enjoyment. 

In the year 1322, the society applied lo the le;s;islature, for 
an act of incorporation, which was granted with unanimity, as 
that Honourable Body was not only satiEfied with respect lo 
the utility of (be institution; but were desirous to patroDize 
it, asbeinglhefirBtof the kind, whichhad been organized io 
the United States. Agreeably to the charter dated 2ad. March 
,1822, they are permitted to hold real and personal estate not 
exceeding jj25,O00, in the whole, nor the iticome of more than 
.$5,000 pel' annum. 

The monthly nieclin^ of this eociet}', are held on the last 
Tuesday of every Month, and the annivenary meeting on the 
last Tuesday in August, when the officers for the ensuing year, 
consistiug of a Prfisident, 3 Vice Presidents, a Treasurer, Cor- 
lespondiiig Secrelarr, Recording Secretary, and a Council, 
composed of at least 12 members, are elected bj ballut. The. 
President, and alt the officers of the society, the Mayor and 
Recorder of the city, and the President of the New- York Hospi- 
tal, are members of the council ea>*Jicio, Each resident or 
ordinary member, pays on his admission the sum of $5, and $2, 
per annum, but any uiember may compound for all future con- 
Iribulious by the payment of ?2U. 

Besides ordinary memberB, there are two other classes iu 
this society, viz. the honorary and the tovt«!i^ivi\Q?,^a^^*»;«.- 
These arc exempt fioni Llie paymetii oS (tc% *&& t^.a\.viwM;\o« 
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Wre (he privilege or atteaiUog all meetiuss ; bill have ao riglit 
(0 rote, oar are thejr eligible to oflice. Frotn ihesc tvm cliesex, 
however, ^eac good has accmed to ihe itistilulioD ali'ead}', 
and mticti more maj be reaeonab]}' expecied. They are p^- 
sonsof eminence, most of whom aredUtingitished foreigners oi ci- 
tizeas o( ihe United Stales, reBfdeat iu forei^ countries, or com- 
mandcrs of our public ships of «ar, vhoviHtl moit parts of the 
norid, and being noied for their deeire to promote the science of 
borticiillure, thej , witli the utmost alacrity, Iransmit whateTer 
(bey deem iiilcrestiii^ to the society in tliis cily. 

With a view ofexdtinitaBpirit of emulation anions the resi' 
dent members, ibe council may aunually direct rewards to be 
given to such as may, in their opinion, have eeBcntially aclvau- 
ced the objects of the society. Many such premiums have, 
with jgreal propriety been aHjud^red by the council, within these 
few years, to mich member? SB have most distinguished lliem- 
selvesby their success in this laudable pursuit, and their dis- 
tribution has evidently been pruductive of the most beiiefioial 
consequences. The cociety is rapidly increasing in memhei's 
.'ind respectability. 



The Ne' 



Till June 1824, New-York was probably ihe only cily 
etiual siz.e and prosperity in the civilized world, in which ; 
association for the purpose of encourngiLE and promoting the 
poptdar sciences, and liberal arts uas not to be found. 

In some of our sister citiea, such institutions are ably sup- 
ported ; and the commercial and manuraciuriog marts of Europe: 
have, of late years, vied uiih each other in the magailie^nce 
of such Bstabhehments, The example of Liverpool, was fre- 
qiicully held out (o onr citizens, as worthy of imitation, anil 
none could have been adduced more apposite. The two citifis 
rose iulo importance almosl pari passu, were mutually G«udu' 
cive (o each others progress, aud were most intimately connect- 
ed in (he bonds of a conetaot and ever active intercourse. It 
might, (heiefoie, have been fairly expected, that an equal in- 
crease of riches and rcBnement would have been attended 
with an equal progress in those branches of knowledge whicli 
tend to elevate and adorn the mind, and to open to it'n field o!" 
enjoyiRBnt and delight beyond all that can arise from the mere 
acquisition of wealth. 

More too might have rcisonably been demande<l Jroni tUc 
itihibitasts of New-Tork. Superior, beyond a doubt, in Ihe 
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«eiicral difTiisioa of education, imreltered by aoy of ihe tram- 
mels of ariiiquated custums, aad ranking first io the confedent' 
cfjof wiiich their state is a member, ihej nereceriainlj called 
>)j their situation and circumstances, to act a proinineat and 
leading part- That they have heretofore been negligent ia 
this respect is to be deeply regretted; but it is uol too Jate to i 
repair the fault and remove the etlgma, which, in this initance, I 
liaBHo lotjg attached (o [he public spirit of our city. ' 

It is from a chaiacter, for a high degree of progress in lilera- 
Cure, in scieQcc,aod (he fine arts; (hat all iastitig national repu- 
tation ia lo be derived. The wealth derived from commerce 
may vanish ; ihi' pride of moiiied opulcuce may be cliecked ; 
but the works of geuius, the productions of learning and the 
moniiincDts of taste are indestructible and unfading. Deeply 
impressed willi these trulha, a number of genilemeu of literary 
and scieuttGc purauits, formed an associaliou on Ihe 1st. of 
June 1824, for the purpose of i-atsiug au institution upon a 
scale worthy of our metropolis. 

The foltoivinsai« the Dbjccisof this asfocialioN, 1st, Many 
o^ the sciences are at present, in a stale of progressive improve- 
ment, unexampled in the annals of Iiislory; the prciisteainH with 
literary pitidurlious, of the most importaut nature. To num- 
bers of our citizens, versed in scicntidc subjects, or possessing a 
taste for their cultivation, the lime and opportunity? of keeping 
up with then- rapia advance is denied ; while the productions 
of the press are beyond the reach of even those, uho possesp 
both the means and the inclination to olitato its most valuable 
irorks. It was. therefore, determined, that the associates 
of the instiliition should appoint from their owrr body, gentle- 
men, who should annually deliver public diBCunrses. on the pro- 
gress of those branchrs of sclouce and literature, which are 
most intimately connected with (heir individual pnrsuits j and ' 
should the several parts be well eicecntcd, they will much I 
abridge the labonrof followingtheceaselessprogressof human i 
intdlect;Bnd render that taskeasy lo those, whom more active ' 
iuid profitable avocationsidrnw from the purs nils of learning, 

f J. Many parts of literaturp, sciences and the arl5,.may be - 
cultivated for the sal^e of the agreeable relaxation they afibrd 
t'rom the cares of domestic life, and the turmoil of busiueM,, i 
Theassociates, therefore, propose t6 provide popular lecture 
upon such subjects, open to the palronsj and subscribers to the 
institution,'and to strangers. These lectures are, likewise^ 
open to both sexesj and it forms no nnlmportnnl feature of the, J 
Ulan, Ihat (lie ladips of ■Vew-York, wiVV ^ws Vrc fftsfcVft^ v^ 
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pursue studies anii investigate sublecis, from whidi, by llie pre- 
>eni syslem ol eduCBlii)ii, ihey are excluded. 

3d. There exists no inslitutiun in trie city, provided with suf- 
ficient funds to [irucure and furnisti to its supporters the whole 
of the wurki, whether periodical or ElBtidaid, thai hourly issue 
fruiM the presses wf America and Europe. 

4lh. In the pursuit of the objects of the several lectures and . 
for the use of the persons, who may attend the courses, a library 
of stienlilic reference will be of ihe first necessity It should 
comp rive, when cooiplee, all the standard elementary worfcfl- 
of literature and science of wery age nd nation. Extensive 
M this part «f their plan may be, the associates, well knowing < 
tbr laudable zeal of their fellow citizens, tu promote objects of 
impiirtancv to their honour and prosperity, do not despair of ac- 
complishiiig it. 

The atsuciates conclude their address thus. "In present- 
ing this plan to the public, they deetu it their duty distinct- 
ly to Slate, that it is based upon no views of private ur 
individual emolument. Their object is to obtain the iiieans, 
by which an institution, commensurate with the magnitude and ' 
wealth of our city, may be established. To attain this desira- 
ble end, the lecturers arc willing to devote themselves, and to 
seek no other reward for their exeriioni, than the reputation 
they may have an opportunity of acquiring, and the pleasure | 
they may derive from being instrumental in establishing a u ' " 

The following is an abstract of the by-laws, of this es- 
tablishment. — 

The association is denominated " Tlie New- York Athanee- 
um." It consists of resident and honorary members. The 
resident members must be citizens of New- York, and may be 
either associates, patrons, governors or subscribers. Tht funds" 
are derived frnm the contribulions of these 4 classes. The 
payment of $200 constitutes a patron, of $100, a governor. 
Each associate pays an initiation fee of ^5, per annum. There 
are two classes of subscribers, the one paying annually the 
sum of $20, and the other $10. A subscriber, who pays $20, 
is entitled tojickels of admission to the lectures, library and 
reading room for himself and family ; he who pays $10, is 
only entitled to a ticket for himself. The number of patrons, 
governors and associates is confined to $100,of each. The ■ 
officers are a president, 4 vice presidents, a corresponding si 
retary, a recording secretary, a treasurer and a curator. ■ 

The annual meeting is held on the 3d. Wednesday in May. • 
The stiinding committee have six regular meetings in t 



yeiit^'T)2, DD the 6rst Tu^sdHy in February, April, June, Au- 
gDBl, October and December ; and have power lo rail special 
meetings of liie members generally, of ihe associates and of 
the patrons, and to fill vacancies of their own number. I'hey 
provide aparlDienta for the library, reading rooms ninl lecture* 
room, and may apportion any part of the annual receipts to the 
purchase of books and appaxaius. The associnies meet on 
the second I'huraday in January, April, July and October, and 
hare power to appoint lecturers and the subjects lo be lectured 
on, and 10 recommend books and apparatus id be procured. 

The patrons and governors, are each entitled to three 
transferable tickets of admittance to the lectures, library, and 
le ding rooms, and otlier tickets for the members of the; r fa- 
milies. The patrons constitute aboard, and meet from lime 
to lime, to consult in regard to the permanent fuud, no piirt of 
which can be appropriated without their consent. The libra- 
rian IS nominated by the curator, and appointed by the stand- 
ing committee, lo ho'd his office during their pleasure. 

The general superintendance of the property is intrusted to 
Ihe Curator, and it is, likewise, his duly to examine the rooms' 
weekly, and enforce the legulations and report at I 
al meeting. The lectures commence every year on the R 8l 
Monday in November, and may continue until the first day of 
May. 
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Subjects. Lecluret. 

Roman Literature. Professor Anthon. 

Phrenology. Dr. King. 

Taste and Beauty. Professor M'Vickar. 
The Revival of Classical Literature. Mr Rieharri Ray. 

Chemisiry. Prof. Ri-nwicl-. 

Commerce. Mr. John Honejuii. 

Painting Mr. Mnrse. 

Political Economy. Mr. W. Beach Lawrence. 

Poetry M W.C. Bryani. 

Orrental Literature. Rev Mr. J. F. Schroeder. 

.Anniversary Discourse. Rev, Dr. J. M. Mathei 
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CHAPTER VII. 
JIEDICAL INSTITUTIONS. 



|B^Rl the yeur 1770, a peiiiion was presented by Pkieil Miu- 

L^^^MToH, John Jones bd'J Samlcl Bard, lliree emjnenl phy- 

sichns to Lieut. Governor Golden, lor a ctiailer fur a liospiial, 

which wnsgrnnted I3th. June ]771>by Lord DunioBre, then 

Governor o? the province. 

The origin of tliis institution, may be justly attributed (o the 
Iste Dr. Samuel Bahd, irhich at the lirsl medical graduation^ 
in this city, 3d. November, l7Ci9, delivered an address, in 
whici) he so warmly and pathetically set torih the necessity antf , 
utility or a public infirmary ; that upon the same day, on which 
it was delivered, a subscription was commenced by his Excellen- 
cy Sir IIenrt Moork, then Governor, and the sum of ifSOO, 
Sterling, ($'3,532,) collected for that establishment, and the 
corporation of the city soon after added .fS.OUO, Sleriing,(lS, 
S2O0 to the first subscription. Through the influence of Dr. 
John Fothrbgill, and Sir William Duncan, contributions 
were, likewise made by many of the inhabitants of London, 
und other parts of Great Briiain. 

By their charter, the governors, to whom the maoage- 
ment of the affairs of the institution was inirusled, were limi- 
ted to twenty-six, and in 1773, the legislature granted an annu- 
al allowance of of $2,01)0, in aid of the funds for twenty years, 
The governors, having purchased five acres of ground for 
the erection of a suitable ediflce, the foundation of that valuau 
ble establishment now the pride of our city, and alike devoted 
to the purposes of humanity, and the promotion of medic^ 
science, was laid on 27th. July 1773 ; but on the 28th. Febru-"" 
ary 1773, when almost completed, it was nearly consumed by 
fire. By this misfortuue, the institution sustained a loss of 
^17,500, and the eseculion of the benevolent plan wonld have 
. been suspended, had not the legislature in March 1775, grant- 
ed ^XO,U00, towards I'epairing tiie loss, which had been sus' 
tained. But the Revolutionary war, which commenced, in the 
same year, prevented the progress of the work ; and the an- 
nuity granted by the Provincial legislature in 1772, ceased on 
the commencejnem of hostilities. On Isl. March 1788,our 
State Legislature directed J('3,0()0, per annum, for four years, 
to be paid to the Hospital ; but the dreadful effects of the war, 
and the general derangement of affairs, prevented the building 
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B being placed in a proper coDdilion m receive palien 
Sd. January 1791, when 18 were sdmited, since wliidi 
it has beeu a regular asylum for the si<:k anil dianbled 

In April 179'^, tbe legislature granted for ilif better support 
of the Hospital $5,000, per Hnniim, lor five years, piiyablw out 
of the City Excise, and Rtnce thai time the instituiiuii has de- 
servedly enjoyed the patronage of the slate. In I Til5, the act 
of April 1792, was repealed as lu Aiture payiiiuiits, and 
■^lOjDOOigranledannuallyforfiveyears.payaDle out ofthe sates 
at auction in .hiscity. An addition of ^[2,500, per annum 
('or four years, was granted 11th April t796, payable oat of 
the same fund, making $1:2,500, per annum, and this grant 
was continued t'rorn time to tiaie, till on the repnaeiiiulinn of 
the governors, Mating the necessity of pruvtding IVir the recep- 
tion of lunatics, an act was passed I'llh. March I ^Oii, directing 
the Hum of $12,500, to be paid annually oul nl ihe >iulcs at 
auction, in quarterly payments, till the year 1857- 

The governors 'n August 179^, appropriated the sum of 
|J5(10, towards ihe purchase of a Medical Lihraryy to which, 
several members of the faculty, ■ onlributed books fiom iheir^ 
privale libraries An nuspilaj library was thus estahliihed,^ 
which was further augmented by the library of the laie Dr. 
Komayne in ISOO; and by the^ccession in ISU5. of the llbi 
ry of a privale association of phynirians, who gave ilipir boo 
on condition, that they and such of their sons aa should become 
practitioners of medicine in this city, should have the free use of 
the hospital library- In the same year, ihe go*ern"r* appro- 
priaied the annual sum of ^250, for the increasp of the library, 
and large additions have from time to time, been made to it, 
includingthe whole of Dr. Hosack's botanical library. The 
Hospital library now contains about 6,000 volumes, amongst 
which are some of the rarest and most valuable works in medi- 
cal science. 

The ground, on which the hospital stands is an area of about 
453 feet in length, by 440 in breadih, bounded in front by 
Broadway, in the rear by Churcb-alreci, on the North by An- 
thony-street, and on ihe Sooih by Duane-streel. Part of this 
area fronting Broadway, is, at present, owned and occupied by 
individuals, leaving an avenue of about 90 feel, lending from 
Broadway, which is planted with a double row of lofty trees. 
The site of the hospital is elevat d, being considerably i^bovc 
ihe level of Cburch-slreei, and about 600 yard* from the 
Hudson River. Ii is one of the most open and airy situations 
in the city, and possesses great advantages fot lUc «.tt\witftR.t*. 
of fresh and salubrious b'cc^.es. 
_ \ 0. 
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The principal building chnnminaied " The Hospital" is ol 
ffiy iXooe. and in the simple Doric siyle. It extcndx isfi feel 
in from, is obout 3S feet in heiglit, 50 feet deep in tlie centre, 
und 86 feet deep in the wings, which project on each side. It 
consist' (if three stories above the basement, u third story hav- 
ing been added in 1 803, when it became necessary to put im a 
netr roof. Tliis building is laid out uiih great judgment, for 
the accommodation of all concerned. It contains iG tvards, 
for the sick, each 56 feet long, by 34 broad, in which upwards 
of 300 patients can be easily accommodated. There are 23 
other rooms uf different dimensions^ besides the lying-in ward 
and the Theatre, for surgical operations The former of ihpsc 
is in the second story on the Westerly side, and the \atter, 
which is fitted up so as to accomm'idate 200 persons is in 
thirl story, towards the North Wesi. 

The edifice is decorated with a liandsomc cupola, wliich af- 
fords B most extensive and picturesque view of the city, har- 
bour, and adjoining country. There is an excellent kitchen, 
garden, and the grounds arc laid out in walks planted with 
fruit and ornamental trees fur the benefit of convalescent pa- 

The Iwcnty-si-x governors are annually elected by ballot, 
on the 3il. Tuesday in May, andat theJr next meeting,after eve- 
ry annual election, they choose by hallol, a president, vice 
president, secretory, and treasurer. Their monthly meetings 
are held, at the hospital, on the first Tuesday of every month, 
and at their monthly meeting in Jane, they annually appoint 
a superintendent, matron, apothecary, clerk, and hbrarian. 
They also appoint 4 physicians, and 4 surgeons, for the hospi- 
tal, a physician foi the lunatic asylum, a consulting physician, 
and consulting surgeon, allof whom are selected from the most 
eminent of the profession. Une physician is required to visit^ ' 
i;very medical patient, afflicted with any acule disease, at" 
least once a day andoftener if necessary, and every medical pa- ._ 
ticnt without distinction, must be vi^ted, at least, three times i 
a week. One surgeon must vi$it llie Hospital, at least three ' 
times a week, and every surgical patient, at least once a week. • 
The physicians and surgeons perform their services grafis; but 3 
tlie incidental advantages of such an appointment, in regard to ■ 
their profession, afford ihemsome remuneration. Thcgovcrnors, 
likewise, appoint a house physician and a house surgeon, with ^ 
1 assistants to each. 

Any gentleman, elected by the governors, becomes a m 
1ier of the institution on paying the sum of $40. Any si n- 
tleot of raerfiniiP, paying ,§10, is entitled to see ihe practice ol 
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tM house for one jear, and to the use of ihe library for tlic 
Eame period for |i2,50. Thrne stadents of each of the physU . 
ciana and surgeons of the Hospital, are entitled to ihese privi- 
leges gratis. Two of the physicians and two of the sui^eons 
of the hospital to be named by the governors, may give clini- 
cal lectures in the hospital. 

A visiting committee consisting of 3 governors, attend iho . 
hospital on every Tuesday and Friday Morning at I i o'clock, 
for the purpose of admitting patients; but when persons meet 
with severe accidents, they may be sent to the hospital at any 

NosM Wetm«re, Esq. the present superintendenl, has held 
lliai oOice with great credit to himself, and benefit to the insti- . 
tution, for the last 1'8 years. Williau Hammesselv, M. D. 
nnd David Husack, M.D. F. R. S., consulting physicians; 
WbiqbtPost, M. D., consulting surgeon j Dra. John Watts, 
Junr. TaoMAs Cock, Sahcgl W. Moorb, and Stephen 
Brown, attending physii'ians ; Dra. Val.'intinb Mott, Al- 
KKANDGit Stevens, John C. Cubesbman, and I. Kearney 
Rogers, attending surgeons. 

J^umber of patients remaining in the New-York Hospital^ 
^iat.Dec. 1824, and of those admitted and ditcharged, dur- 
ing ihe year 1825. 

Ucmaining Dec. 31st. 1825. ) 1'12 

Admitted during the year 1825. 5 1727 



1296 ^ 

Relieved. - - - . - - 122 f 
At tlieir own request, or ibol of their friends. 60 f 
Asiraproper suhjeels. - - - 20 J 

Disorderly and eloped, - - 13) 

Died. - . - - - 184 ^ 

nomninlng 31st. Dee. 1820, 



1B69 

The Lunitiic Anyluai, on the act of 14tli Alarcii, lbOI>, being 
]>assed, granting, as has been already observed, the annual sum 
of $12,500, till the year 1 857, the governors immediately prti- 
ceeded to lay the foundation oflheedifice, denominated the ''Lu- 
natic Asylum," which was completed, so as to be open for the re- 
ception of patients, 15th July 1808, when sixty-seven were forth- 
with admillcd. It, like the hoapiu\,\?.-R\s.o o^lS='*'i ^'"»^«i*' 
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*^ b lituBteil on the Soulherly side of the ground, at a short dis- ' 
tance from the principal building, and corresponding with i[, 
in its eiterior appearance and style of a rclii lecture. This 
building i* yo feet in length, by 40 feet deep in the centre, and 
6^ feet at the wings, which project 1 2 L-'Z feet at each side. As 
it is now no longer occupied by those, for whose benefit it was 
originally erected, it would be superfluous to mention the num- 
ber of cells which it contained, or the manner in which it was 
laid out. Tbe lunatics were removed to the new asylum 
at Btoomiogdale, in the month of July, 1821, and workmen are 
now engaged in preparing the said building, for the reception 
of sick seamen, uf whom there are always a great number at 
Ibis psiablishment. This arranginent will please the sea-far- 
ing patients,* who will there be placed entirely by themselves, 
in B very pleasant situation, where hey have a large yard, in 
u'hich lliey can take tbe air, and amuse themselves in their own 
way. It will, likewise, add considerably to the comfort of 
■ he other patients, who continue in the main hospital. 



Tbe Bloom (. Id d alb Abvli/m. 



In conse<iuence of a communication made to the Governort I 
in April 1813, by Thomas Codi t^sq. a gentleman well known ^ 
by his active exertions in the cause of humanity, stating the ad- 
vantages, which might result from the introduction of a course 
of moriil treatment, fur the lunatic patients, more extensive 
than that which had hiibeito been practised in ibis country, and 
similar to that pursued at " The Ketreat," near York, ui 
England J and proposing that a number of acres of ground 
near the city, should be purchased .ind suitable buildings 
erected for the purpose; a committee was appointed by the 
governors to take the proposed plan into consideration, 
and to report their opinion thereon This committee, 
having approved of the plan and recommended its adop- 
tion, the governors res'ilved to carry it into elTect, if they 
could obtain the aid of the legislature. Application having 
been made for that purpose, an act was passed, 17th April 
l$lC, granting to the hospital, ibe additional sum of $10,000, 
until the year 1 857, to enable the governors to erect further, and 
more entensive accommodations, for insane patients. After 

• By B law of the Uniicd Slalei, every aenmfio in the Amarican ser- 
vice, payt 2ti cenli per momh, (deducted Trom .liii wages.) for hit mp- 
liorl, if sick or diiabled. This 111111. however, k iosufficieat for Itic 
support of afl, who apply for hospital relief: but lueh ia the libenilily ot 

tha governors, tbal men of this tfejrrip(ion, wAo are propel- obrects, 

ore nerer refuted. 

■k . ^^ 
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exploring various pieces of ground on diflercnt parts of the 
island, they, at last, fixed upon a spot fronting on the Blooming- 
dale road, near the 7 mile stone, which was found to be re- 
markably dry and pleasant, and from its elevated situation, af- 
fording an extensive and delightful view of the river, and the 
udjacent country. The ground purchased, is sufficiently 
large, as it contains 77 1-2 acres. On this spot the cor- 
iierof the intended building was laid, 7th May, 1818. The 
plan of the edifice, which was ultimately agreed upon, was 
drawn at the request of the governors, by Thomas C. Tavlob, 
Esq. a gentleman of their own number, to whom they were 
likewise greatly indebted, for the uncommon zeal, which lie 
manifested in superintending the work, and in his unremittctt 
Dnd unwearied attention to the building, &c. 

The plan comprehends a centre building, which is 211 feet 
in length, by 00 in depth, with two wings, each placed at tlie 
distance of 50 feet from the principal, and connected with it, by 
a colonade. t^acb wing is to be 1D4 feet in length, by M> feet 
in depth. The centre building is all, which is tijaished, at pre- 
sent, but this is amply sufficient to accommodate 200 patients. 
It is three stories high and built of Newark stone. 

This asylum is under the immediate charge of a committee 
of six, who are annually appointed by the governors, at their 
monthly meeting in June. They have the entire direction of 
all the concerns of the said establishment, subject to Ihe rule* 
and regulations of the board of governors. None but pay pa- 
tients are received here, unless otherwise determined by the 
board. The pauper patients maintained by the city, are now 
kept at Bellevue Hospital. In (he Bellevue Asylum, apart- 
ments are adapted for persons of every condition, the rich and 
the poor, equally subject to this worst of human miseries, who 
may be here accommodated according to their various circum- 
stances in life. Any patient may, at the expense of his friends, 
be attended by his own physician, subject, however, to such 
regulations as may be adopted by the asylum committee. 
Since the commencement of tbis institution, John I^uilson 
M, D. has been physician, and has charge of all the patients, 
not attended by their own physicians. In the discharge of the 
arduous duties of his office, be has been indefatigable, nor 
has any exertion been wanted on his part, to promote the be- 
nevolent views of the governoi's. 

No visitor is admitted into the asylum, nor on the premises, 
without permission from a governor ; nor at any other time, 
than at such hours as are appointed, for that purpose, bif iha 
ysylum commillec. 
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' The delightrul sitUBlion of ibis establishment and tlie exlcn- 
sive grouads attached to it, affords ample opportunity, to pursue 
a course of moral treatment, which agreeabiy to the following 
extract, from the annual report of the committee to the gove- 
nors for the year 1825, is p rod lic live of the moat beneficial con- 
sequences. " The superintendent and matron," (Mr, Labam 
Gardiner, and wife,) have man. ged the alTairs within their 
department, in the most prudeni and economical manner, 
The scrupulous attention paid lo cleanliness, and which per- 
vades every part of ihe establishment, is creditable to the in* 
stitution, and contributes greatly to the comfort of the patients. 

" The success, that has attended the moral and medical 
treatinenl camhin>'d, which is now pursued in the asylum, ot' 
fers ilie strongest encouragement to ihe governors, to perseveil; 
in Iheir efforts for the relief of the unhappy objects of ihetf 
care, and demands an expression of gratilude lo Him. whos^ 
, mercies ar^ over all his other works, and who has blessed tl" 
means, which have been employed." 

experience has shewn, thai the kind and benevo'ent treat-- 
inenl pracllsed in the asylum, is not at all incunaistenl with the 
exercise of an entire auhority over Ihe patir'nts, which is al- 
ways indispensable ; nor does the latter, lessen the gratitude 
they frequently express, for the solicitude felt for their welfare, 
which ihey perceive in the conduct of all, who have charge of 
them. And in general, they readily submit lo the restraints 
occasionally requisite, but which, ifihey wereal home, amongst 
iheir families and friends, they would resist as tyrannical. 

In fine weather, they are permitted to walk in the gardens 
and grounds, and tn ride some mile^ round the neighbourhood, 
in a convenieni carriage kept forthe purpose. News-papHV 
and books, are furnished to such as are in a condition ti 
them; and others are encouraged to amuse themselves, 
nine-pini, aud other innocent recreations." 

Number ofpatienU remaining in the Bloomingdale 4syht 
31 si. Dec. im-X, and of tho»e, admitted and discharged dut 
ing the !/earlS25. 

Males. Fkuales. TotalJ| 
Remaining 31st. December 1824, 58 56 

Admitted during the year 1825. 102 54 

160 110 27^11 

Of whom there were discharged in the same year. 

/fecovered. - . - VT - "va 



Aliich improved, bi request or friends 
Impro k ed - ^ do. do. 
At request _ . . . 

Died 

Total discharged and died. 
Remaining in the AKylum, Jan. Ist. 
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160 110 270 
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Is situated in tlie rear of the Cily Hal , fronting on Tryon 
Row. Il is a small building and was formerly orcupied by the 
Health Office. It was instituted in the year 1790, and was 
incori'oraied on the Sih. Apnl 179^, utider the name nf "The 
'J'rustees of the New-York Dispensary," for ihe purpose of 
relieving such sick, poor persons as are unable to procure me- 
dical aid at their own dwellings, and are so circumstanced, as ^ 
not to be proper objects for ihe Alms House or Hospital. Its 
affair* are managed by a President and twelve trustees, who 
Ronually elect ten attending and six consulting physicians. 
Tlie patients, whose diseases confine them to their homes, are 
visited upon application at the office, by the physician having 
charge of the particular dislricl, in which they reside. Those 
who are oat door patients are divided into ^ve classes from 
the nature of iheir complaints, vi?.. Surgical diseases composing 
one class ; diseases of the head and chest a 26 ; these of the 
abdomen and complaints of females a Sd ; of the Eye and Ear 
a<lth; o/thc skin and Syphiletic complaints a 5th. Each class- 
is attended daily, at the Dispensary, at separate hours by two 
physicians, and may be considered as distinct infirmaries sup- 
ported by the institution. A report on the prevailing disea- 
ses, is published quarterly by the Physicians. 

The funds are derived from an annual appropriation from 
ihe Honourable, the Common Council, and (he contribution of 
five dollars, annually from the subscribers, who with the Rev, 
ihe clergy of this cily, have the privilege of recnmmending " 
any number of patients to the attention of the establishment. J 
The expenses for drugs, and the salary of the Apothecary and ■ 
his assistant, amounts to about $2,000, per annum. The ^ 
number of patients in 1 SCO, amounted to 450. Last year. ^ 
i!iey were nearly 8,000. 

Until within a few years, the DiBpensa.<CY ■«'i'4^'«a?i*.-5'.-& 
debt; but stricteconomy and thevoluWaT^iMtit'o.^''^*^^"''™-'**^". 
saihn by the physicians, whose seiv'ices aTft icwicteS^ igi^^ 
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tously, the embarrassments have been peatly relieved, and ihe 
Trustees contemplate the erection of accommodations, suitable 
to the increased wants of the insiilulion, as soon ns an elegible 
tituation can be procured. 

The officers for Ihe present year, are John Walts, President, 
John Agnew, Henry Barclay, John Coddington, James F. 
Depeysier, 11. Graves, Edward W. Laight, John M. S. M'- 
Knighl, Lindley Murray, Horatio G. Stevens, George J. Trim- 
ble, Leivis Wilcox, John Watts junior. Trustees. 

Drs. J. W. Weed, Washingl«n Murray. Benjamin Ogden, 
M. Willet, J. J, Graves, C. Wright, P. Forrisier, D. L. M. 
Peixolto, S. P. V. R. Ten Broeck, and J. W. Duvall attending 
physicians. 

Drs. John Watts, Gilbert Smith, J. C. Slearns, Wright Post, 
A. H. Stevens, J. C. Cbeesemaa, consulting physicians. 

Kine Pook Inititulion. — [n theyear 1802, an association was 
formed for the purpose of subsiituting the cow pock instead of 
the small pox. It h now under the direction of the Trustees of 
the City I .'ispensary, by the physicians of which the duties are 
performed, and bII applicants are gratmtouiih/ vaccinated. It, 
therefore, ought to be deeply Impressed on the minds of every 
one, that poverty, Is ng barrier to getting this operation per- 
formed, as the physicians are ready, at all times, to do It for 
every one who may be brought (o the dispensary, or in case of 
its being inconvenient for the parents to bring ihem there, they 
are cheerfully waited upon at their own houses. The number 
vaccinated, last year, was about 6,000. In the year 1824, the' 
number of deaths, by small pox was 39'!, in the year 1S25, 
only 40. If the benefit arising from vaccination was duly ap- 
preciated, in a very few years, we should have nothing to fear, 
iVom this loathsome and truly dang'erous disease. 

The Corporation annually appropriate the sum of $(iOO, 
to this object, which is paid to the physicians ef ilie City Dis- 
pensary, and in 1 B24, they made a special appropriation for 
the diffusion i>f this invaluable blessing. 

In respect to the Dispensary and Kine Pock Institution, 
the Corporation have been liberal. It would be well, jf 
am- fcilloiv cliiKens would follow their example. 

Em- The Medical Society. 

^^■'aBlhe4th April 1805, an act was passed, to incorpcirn* 
medical societies, for the purpose of regulating the practice ef 
yJi/sic and surgery in this state. An act, under tlio same title, 
bin villi sundry amCndiDents to the first, was pnssed I Oijh 
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.-prill813. By lliis slatuie, it is declared lawful fci- lliese 
physicians and surgeons, (not less llian five,) who were then 
tuithoriaed by law to practice in iheir several professions, to 
raeet together on the firat Monday in July, or at such other 
time, Bs ihey may think proper, and to elect a president, vice- 
president, secretary and ireasurer, who shall hold tlieir offices 
for one year, and whenever the said society shall be organized 
and have deposited in the office of the clert of their respec- 
tive eouniies, a copy of their proceedings iiad at their first meet- 
ing, they are declared to be bodies politic, by the name ol 
the Medical Society of the County, where such societies shall 
be repectively formed. In this manner, the medical societies 
in each of the 56 counties of the state, have been orE;anized, 
and should any additional counties be erected, the physicians 
must observe the Bame easy process in the formation of the 
medical association, in these counties respectively. 

Each of these societies may hold estate real and personal, 
nui exceeding StljOlKI, in value. They may, at their annual 
meeting, appoint not less than 4 nor more than 5 censors, to 
continue in ofSce fur one year, and it is one of iheir duties, to- 
gether with the President, to examine any student, who shall 
present himself for that purpose; and if ihey are satisfied, that 
such candidate has studied physic and surgery, for the term, 
and in the manner prescribed by law, and that he has given 
suSicient proof of his proficiency in the healing art, a Uiplo> 
ma shall be delivered lo him, under the hand of the President, 
and seal of the society, which diploma, cmpoKers him to 
practise physic or surgery^ or both as may be set forth in the 
saiddiploma, in ajiy part of this slate. If any person shall 
practice physic or surgery without being regularly licensed, he 
is debarred from collecting any debt or debts, incurred by suctt 
practice in any court of this slate, and is also liable to a penal- 
ty of jt25, for every such oQence; but if the person so prac- 
tising shall receive no coinpensatioD for his services, he is ex- 
empt from the penalty. The Medical Slate Society, and each 
of the county societies, may make laws relative to their affairs 
and property, the admission and expulsion of members, and 
other matters connected with their government. Each county 
society is aulhorJKed lo collect from each of its menibers, (he 
sura of four dollars per annum, for the purpose of procuring a 
Medical Library and apparatus, and for the encouragemenl of 
useful discoveries in chemiatir, botany, and such other im- 
provements, as the majority of'^tiic society shall think proper. 

The JVIedical Slate Society, la composed of one deU'giWt.^^ss'it; 
each of the countv socieiies, j\i\d ooc ttom 'W^'^ **^ ■fet'Wv.t&r-'i 
7. -^ 



^(18 BELLETl'E aoSPITAL- 

ihe meilical police of llie City of New-Ynik. 
casion, mnnf rrspectable ciltxeoB ai nell ae meniberB of the 
Board of Health anri Common Comiicil, likew^i^e allentled, 
and this last irady Eoon after requeued a copy of the discourse 
for pub Ilea I ion, H'liicli was accordingly rurnished*. la this ad- 
ilress, tieurses witli great earneBlness, ibe adoption of Bcveoi' 
measuies eiiiiiieDlly calcula'ed to presene tli'- lieullh of the 
city ngainst maligDaot diseases; but I ehall only abridge a few 
of bis remarks respecting the necessity of tlic Ferer estalilidi-. 
meat at Bellevue. Among the most efEcieiit means af arrest- 
ing the piflgresB of contagiou* fcrers, the establishment of se- 
parate bouses exclusively dedicated to the reception of pevsoiw 
labouring under fever of a malignant, or contagious character, 
is recommended as one of the most Impurtant. To the cele- 
bralc.l Dr. Hyagarlh, formerly of Chester, England, the world 
is inilebied for the first suggestion and establishment of institu- 
tionsof this nature. His views oti lids subject, were Arst com- 
municated to the Royal Society in 1777;but they were not cai"- 
lied into eftect till'lTSS, m hen the first fever wards were estab- 
lished at Chester. The good effecls of the institution surpass- 
ed the most sanguine expectations, and were speedily followed 
, by the inslitutiou of similar establishments in Liverpool, Man- 
chester, London, Leeds, Wen-Caslle, Dublin, Cork, and in- 
deed in iBOBt of the principal places in Great Britain and Ire- 
land. The advantages derived fiom such estabtishments in 
Kurope, have received the unanimous approbalion of all who 
have made ihem the subject of aUention ; and when they shall 
bave becu iiitioduced into this cnnnlry and their utility tested 
by experience, we sliall then know how to appropriate their 
value. 

Whenever fever of a contagious uufure, b likely to spread 
through a crowded pepulation, by the removal of the individu- 
al fii-st alTecied from the confined and filtlily dwellings, in 
winch he may be lodged to a clean and well ventilated apart- 
ment, his chance of recovery is greatly increased by the change 
of the atmosphere aloue, independently of the comforts of 
oood nursing, and the benefits of the best medical aiii. The , 
removal of such a person is, likewise, of great importance, not 
only t(/t}ie family, from which he is taken, but to the oeighbour- 
hood. Indeed, it is calculated in Europe, that for ever} per- 
son llitta removed, tlie infection of twenty others is prevented. 

*Tlii» eicellcnt address rosy be Been p»ge 11, 3d. vol, of Hosncfc'E 
EMSxyi, na tarious Buhjecli of medical Bcience, a. toI. 8to. ptinWd Lv 
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%e FerBK, or as il is dow called the Bellevus Hospitai., 
-was Dot, however af;ree<l upon lill ihe j ear 1823. Stephen 
Allen, £m[. who, when Alderman in 1820, was opposed to the 
measure, viewed the Bubjcct ill a (iifTereui light, nhen iMayor 
tDlS23, and earoeatl) recoaimcDded to the board the eipe- 
deocy o( aich an eBrablUhment,* and in this several of those 
irho had beeii formerly opposed lo the measuie readilj- acqiti- 
eeced. Applicatiou was made to the legislature, for aid loKards 
its accomplish raeul. and $25,000, was panted lor thai purpoie. 
The huilding '«as coinnienced soon after, and finished in the 
bceiaoiDg ol' ihe present } ear (1826.) A more delighllul spot for 
such aiieijiablbhnieul could not have beeu found oa the Island. 
It stands on the shore of the Elnst River, about two and a half 
miles lo Ihe North East-ward of the City Hall, and aDout I 
of a mile to Uie West-ward of the Alms-Hoitse at Bellevue. 
It is built of blue stone, of whicb theie is an abundant quarry, 
the property of the corpoiatioo on ihe premises. It is 180 
feet long by 50 feel wide, excepl the ceuire building, which is - 
in widlli 58 feel. It is 4 xlories hi^h, of which the 2 louest 
are fitted up for iherecejilion of ihe insanf poor, mid comain 
24 rooms and 32 cells. The 3d. story has 6 Urge rooms, and 
4 apartments I'ur the kee-^rs, &c. and the upper story has 2 
large wards 50 by 65 each, for the reception of fever patients, 
and 4 lodging rooms. On the let of June, 182tl, there were 
in this hospital, 107 insane poor. 

Hbaltd Department 

The reguktions in operation for the security of the public 
health in our city, are founded on an act entitled "An act to 
provide against infectious diseases," passed March 26th, 1813, i 
and certain other acts supplementary thereto ; and may be divided J 
into twi) classes, eternal and internal. Of these, the former - M 
are intended to guard against the recurrence of pestilential dig- ^ 
CHses from abroad, and the latter to guard Hgalnst their origina- 
ting from any domestic causes. 

■This obserratioQ i», by do means, intended ai B reflection againtl 
Mr. Allen, whom I eatcemai Hcitiaen orlnfleiible integritr andincapB- 

hii coDicience. Bni the Yellow Fever, with which we were viailed in 
1833, and durioE which no man could h««e performed hl> duly as chiel' 
magiitrale with more diligence and fidelity (h&n lie d' ' 

tUtd been recommended by Dr. Hasack. and who, in 
hjanij; him for rhanging; his opinion. 

Z2 
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The liealthiiepartmenl consists of two distiact b< 
TbeHealili Officer, the Health Commissioaer, and theResi- 
iJen( physician, who are annually appointed by the gosefnot 
and Senate, and to all of whom lUe name of Health Conimis- 
Moners is given indiscriminately. The Hoapitalon Staien inl- 
and, denominated " The Marine Hospital," in which all the 
sick are lodged, who arrive from sea under such circi)iiista>iceii 
as to render it improper for thetn to roceed to the city, withoul 
some delenliun, is held in trust for the slate by these commission- 
ers; and all vessels subj eel to quarantine,* must anchor within> 
the buoy*, which is declared the anchoring place lor vessels at 
quarantine between the 15th. April and 1st. November, and 
the remainder of the year off the battery. Of this Hospital, 
the Health Officer is physician, and the three coramissioneM 
have the superintendence thereof, provide necessaries and' 
make rules for its government. It is the duly of the n-sideiit 
physician and thi- other romraissi oners to visit all sick persons 
reported, and to meet daily (Sundays excepted,) at the Miiy- 
or's office, from the 1st. day of Jupe, to the Isi. of October, 
in every year, for the transaction of business. 

2d. The Board ol Health, who are appointed annually bf 
the Common Council, may consist of as many persons, as 
th.'y think proper. They have for a number of years, been 
composed of the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen. To ihia 
Board belongs the enforcement of all the laws of the state and 
corporation, which relate to the public health ami the enacting, 
of laws and ordinances, respecting the removal of nuisances, 
and the preserv.ilion of cleanliness. 

The following i^i abriefsummary, of the ea^ferKaZ regulations. 
Vessels arriving, at any time of the year from Asia, Africa, the 
Mediterranean, America, South of Georgia, the West Indies, 
Bermuda or the Western Islands ; all vessels with forty or more 
passengers, or on board of which any person h;is been sick or died 
whileat a foreign port or ontbepa^-sageimustproceei^a quaran- 
tine for CAaminaiion. Vessels arriving between 31st. May and 
lat. October from the West Indies, America, South of St. 
Mary's, in Georgia, and North of the Equator, or from the 

' The Station asijgnetl for ibc quarantine grniind is ebautnine milA 
below the city, and wilhin half « mile of the Norlh-Kaslwardlj eitreml- ' 
Xj of StsUn Island. Tbe shore gradaaUj' swells into the adjoiaiug 
iiills, and OD the tlops thus rormed is the Marine Hospital. A more 
cicell«nl and salubrious nsjlumcou, no ichere, be round in the United , 
Slates, and though the buildings arc now siiflicionily capaeioui to ar- 
coinmodate three or four hundred sict, in the besl manner, tno»e eiten- 
'Jpc biiUiSliigs nre In be forthwiih ewciL-d- 
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ports in Arrica,or iu Islands, are to be quarantined Cor tn'o dsyi, 
at least ; and when permilted by the Eiealib officer to proceed, 
must not upproecli within 300 yards oftliecity, nor is their car- 
go to be brought into ihe city lill inspected. If the whole or 
any part of it be deemed infectious, llie Mayor and Health 
Commissioners ma) order it lo be landed out of the city, to be 
ventilated for twenty days. Vessels arriving, between the 
above dates, from the Mediterranean, Asia,(e»cept Canton and 
Calcutta,) America south of the equator, Madeira, Canary, 
Cap.'-de-Verd, Burmuda or Bahama Islands, to remain two 
days at quarantine, and longer if the health officer shall deem 
it necessary, and when allowed to proceed, Ihey shall not 
approach within 300 yaids of the city, except permitlad by 
the Mayor and Commissioners. Vessels from ports, in the 
passage irom whiih,they must pass to the South of Cape Hen- 
lopen within the period aforesaid, must be examined at quaran- 
tine,aad vesseUfromporis toiheNorthof Henlopen,or from the 
Cntiah Provinces in North America, having on board West In- 
djii produce, &c. shall not approach within 300 >ardsof the 
city, unless permitted by thn Mayor and Commissioners of 
health. 

Vessels from ports, where yellow or contagious fever pre- 
vailed at their sailing, or il any person has been sick on board, 
dating the voyage with such fever, shall |>roceed to quarantine, 
and there be unloaded and purified, before their cargo can he 
permitted to come to the city. And all vessels under the 
above circumstances, between ;he days aforesaid, shall be de- 
taiued, at least thirty days, and twenty days after the cargo is 
landed and the vessel cleaned ; nor shall such vessel be then per- 
mitted to come within 300 yarda of the city; nor shall any of the 
crew or passengers come lo thi- city, until twenty days after 
the last death by sickness. The Governor, or in his absence, 
the mayor may direct vi-ssels from any place, where yellow fe- 
ver exists to anchor at quarantine, and at Ihe t<iscretion of the 
Board of Health, may prohibit or regulate the intercourse by 
laud and by ferries between this city and all infected places. 
The Mayor, Health Commissioners or board of health, may 
order any vessel in the vicinity of the city to quarantine, if 
they shall deem her dangerous to the public health, and may 
cause all persons and things, which may have been introduced 
into the city to be returned on board of such vessel, and the 
Maid vessel may he removed, at the expense of tbe owner, 
t^uarsntine, in all cases, where not otherwise specified, shall 
continue as long as the health officer may direct. Vessels sub- 
ject fo qirarantine,s!ia!l be deslguaV^dX^v c(i\'m\:!.\ft-*^s'^'^sK».vs 
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shrowila, and no such veuels shall approach the city beyond 
the Quarantine ground, without a writlen permit from the health 
officer. 

Il is the duty of the Health Officer to board every vessel 
subject to examinaiion, and to question the personson bnard, 
under oalh, as to the health and condition o( such vessel. 
All intercourse with vessels at quaianiiiie '^prohibited, un- 
less by his ex,>reKs permission. Particular ^gulations are in 
force with respect lo the arrival of cotloa, rags, hides, and 
iduns, for violation of which the penalties are severe. 

Q;^ The penalties for a breach of the above pravisioni 
are byjiw,frt>m jt'J50, lo $2,000 dollars, and impruonmeni 
not exceeding tteelve monlli*. ^ 

Internal regulations. — Physicians having patients sick of 
yellow or pestilential lever, between 31st. May and 1st. Nov. 
shall report them in writing lo the Mayor, Henllfa Com- 
missioners or Board of Health, and every boardiag-house 
keeper shall repot, in the same manner, within 12 hours 
after any sojour>ier shall have been taken sick. 

No salted provisions shall be packed or repacked, South of 
Canal-street, on ihc Nonh, r>r Walnut-slreet on the East river ; 
and from the 31st of May to the 1st. of October, no salted beef, 
pork, or fish, (eicepi smoked,) shall be deposited South of said 
tine, and all such articles, logeiher with hides and cotton, which 
may be there deposited previous to the 3 Isl. May, must be re- 
ported to the Mayor and Commissioners or board of health, ia 
oriler to their esamina'ion. 

When any person in this city is infected with any contagious 
disease, the Board of health may prevent all communication 
with the inlected house, except by physicians, nurses and at- 
tendants, and whenever the public safety may require it, they 
may cause (be streets to be fenced up, and may prevent per- 
sons going to the pan ao fenced. Whenever the Board shall 
deejn it necessary, the Mayor may issue his proclamation, pro- 
longing the provisions of the qunrantine law to a later period 
of the year 
,^ No corpse shall be interred in this city to the South of 
Canal and Grand-streets. No sink, privy or cistpool, shall 
be constructed to the South of Spring and Oelancey-street. 
except with building stone or brick, and no privy is to be 
constructed within thirty feet of any public well, or within 
two feet of the line of ilie adjoining loi. No privy or sink. 
which may be full or in part full, shall b^ covered over, nor shall 
the contents lie drawn off into any hole. No privy shall be 
emptied between 8 1 st. y ay, and ihc first October, unless by or- 



tier (it the Board of Heallb, or perraiBsion of ihe City Inapec- 
lor ; nor at any time, unless by persons authorized by the Citjl 
Inspector for that purpose. No tub shall be removed from any I 
privy, except between the hours of eleven in the evening, and I 
three in the morning, from Jst. May to 30th. of September. 4 
No manure shall be deposited between 1st. April) and IstJI 
December, to the Southward of Fourteen th-street. No Do£ 
some subslancP, nor any vat, pit, or pool of standing waioi 
shall be permitted to the Southward of Fiftieth-street. " 
dead animal shall be len exposed, in any street, yard or lot 
lie cast into iiny dock or slip, without causing the same ti: 
forthwith towed out into the siream, at least 300 j-ards from the 
nearest wharf. No made ground shall be turned up between 
Ist. June, and 1st. October. Undressed skins, hides, blubber, &c. 
which may cause an offensive smell, shall not be kept to the 
South and West of Grand and Canal Streets. No Auctione» 
shall between 1st. June and Ist. Nov. sell, in any of the places 
assigned by law. salted beef or pork, dried or pickled fish, 
blubber, hides or collon. Butchers shall immediately after kil- 
ling any animal, destroy the olfals or convey the same into the 
liver. They shall not expose to sale, any stale or unwholesome 
provisions, and shall cause their slaughter houses to be washed 
each day, on which any cattle shall be killed. Putrid ortin- 
sound provisions shall be destroyed by starting them into the 
viver, or otherwise, as in the judgment of the City Inspector 
may most efiectually secure the public health. Garbage, vege- 
tables and offals shall not be cast into the streets, but kept on 
the premises until the call of the bell carts or cast into the river. 
From 1st. May. to 1st Nov. the glitters in front of every lot 
and building, must be washed out and cleaned twice in each 

The penalties for abreachof the foregoing internal regul(i~ 
lions an h^finefram S2, to $2^0 dollars. 
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IS founded by some benevolent individuals, 
in August 1820. Its object is to receive indigent patients 
from every part of the State of New- York, who are afflicted 
with diseases oftheeyeand afford them such relief as their 
cases admit of. Patients from ol her ports of the state than 
llie city of New-York are received into the infitma'C'j ..V\5«4!i&. 
4od nursed. Those whocan pay iVvc (i-«n\io«.t4.Mt*«.t^j*- 
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at the rate of $2 50 els. psr week. But those wbo have not 
the means are boarded by the institatioD, as far as its funds 
will allow. Besides these, there are a great number of pa- 
tients, amoogsi whom are included most of tho^e who belong 
to the city, who attend as oul patients, being no further expense 
to the instil uti on, than the cost of the medicine, with which 
they are supplied. Aa the attendance of the surgeons is gra- 
tuitous, the principal expense is for the rent of a proper 
building and the support of the poor patients, who are receiv- 
ed into the infirmary, and of these three fourths are from other 
parts of the stale than the city. 

The legislature passed an act in April 1824, granting to- 
wards ilssupiiort, the sura of $1000 per annum for two years, 
and at their last session it was extended to Qve year^ longer. 3 
The ex[henditureB during the last year, «ere $2,030,82' J 

- Income fiom legislativ grant, annual sub«crip- ^ . ,„- J 
^^ tions, and interest of a small permanent fund. ^ ' ' I 

P"' Leaving a deficit of 510,8^ ^ 

During the last year, 729 new patients were reeeived, which 
including 81 remaining on the first day of the year made 810 
persons. Of these 060 were cured, 28 relieved, ] 1 proved in- 
curable; 12declined treatment prescribed or a'>sented them- 
selves, in 35 cases, the remit could not be ascertained and 64 
remained, under treatment. Previous to l^t January 1826, 
there had been received 3,359 patients, which added to the 
number prescribed for last year made » total of 4,084 who 
havp at one time or other been under the care of the surgeons 
of the infirmary siuce its foimdation. 

But iode|<enden( of iht: iis'' of this institution as a public 
charily, it has obtaineil great reputstion an a scliool of opli- 
thalemic surgery, and pupils annually go from it lo every part 
. of the stale, well informed on this UTHnv.h i>f thi'ir profession ; 
and in those counties where an endemic ophthalemic has been 
prevalent forye.irs, Ihesf pupib have |>roved ihe advantages, 
which they hnve derived from r*'Ceiving Ihia part of iheir eU- 
ncatiiin, at the New- York Eye Infirmary. A i-ourse of lec- 
tures on diseases of the Eye is given at the Infirmary every 

The sui-gpnns atlend on every Monday, Wednesday, and 

Friday,between the hours of 12 and 1, P. M. It is governed 

bj' a BoABB OP nraKCTORs. consisting of a presidpnt, two vicfr 

preaideote, a freasurer, seccetaiy, Wo euc^eons, two consul^ 

i»g surgeons, and 1 7 governors, wUo aie tVown a'ciavia'^'j ,(m(i" 
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t}ie second Wednesday in April. It is supported by Life and 
-Annual subaeriberB. Tlie payment of $40 coD»tiiutes a Irfe 
Eubicriber. Of annual suliacri tiers, some pay $5, otiiepa $3. 

Tliepresentofficers are William Fkw, president, Henkt I, 
Wyckoff and James Bdoos, vice [irpsidpiitf, John Oela- 
piELD, treasurer, Jahes W. Geraiio, secretary, 

Ors. EmvAHii Delafibld and I. Kbakne: ItoDOBBs, snr- 
geoD^, Dbs. VVmoHT Post anil Sahiikl Borrowb, consultory 
surgeons, Job Wright superintendent, £neas S. Condit 
apothecary. 

Collecir op Phtsiciakb ano Surgeons in the City oi' 



It will be admitted by hI I competent to decide thai Meili- 
cal Science, in liiis country, has made greol and rHpid advan- 
ces, within the pa'<thair century, and ihHt the namiii>T of 
eminent and zealous cullitators of the lieatingart is inrn asing 
annually. Of the several medical schools, of which the Uni- 
ted States now boaat, those of Philadelphia and of New- York 
(until lately) were the mo^t conepieuoua, I shall first take a 
view of ihe process of this department of knowledge in tbis 
Eta le, after which a historical sketch of the Colle);eorPhy»iciaii8 
and Surgeons in this city will very properly follow. 

The first es-ay made in the United states for the purpose of 
impariing nnatomical knowledge, by mennsuf dissection, was 
in NftW-York, by Doctors John Bard and Peter Middleton, two 
of the most distinguished practitioners, in the city. The first 
attempt towards the promotion of a medical school in the 
Slate of New-York was made in the year 1767, during the 
administration of Sir Henry Moore and Lieuienart Governor 
Golden, and in I he following year, it was organized, under 
the direciion of the College of the province, ihen called 
King's College, and a body of able professors appointed Id 
teach the several branches of medical science. A mong; these 
wefind Drs. Samuel Bard, Peter Middleton, and Samuel Ciossey, 
names familiarty known to those acquainted with the medical 
annals ofNorth America. 

In 1769, in consirquence of a public address delivered by 
Dr. Samitbl Bard, a very imporitint aridiiion was made to 
the meansof medical education then afforded, by the establish- 
ment of the New- York Hospital. The great advantages, 
which the medical school of New-York thus possessed were, 
however, but of temporary duration : the tevoim.iowA-c'i -k-ki 
oecasioned a saspeDsion ol the s&taVMS \abtia"i* «^** ijx'iS.t*- 1 
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tor) coDiteclciI with the school: the teachers nnd sluJeiiOi 
were scallered, and ihe College converted bjr the enemy inFo 
n niililary hospital. After the peace of 17S3, the farmer nie- 
OicHl |irof««orB were nern as a body rein=latnl id their situH^ 
tiun in ibe college, the; havine been tepnritled. either by ac-* 
ciilent or denth. An aliempl to fevive the meilical school in 
ihe following >ear proving ineflectual, ihe design wa^ retiu- 
i]uishe(l until 1792. In this year Columbia Culh-ge ivxsmade 
toeml'racK two faculties: b facult} of artr, and another oE 
physic; orer the furmef presided Willi ak Samuel Johnsok, 
LL. D. B gentleman in every respect qnatiAed Tor the etuiion; 
at the head of the latttr continued Ccr soidk time, the learned 
and distinguished Samuel Bakd, M. D. as dean. Among the 
professors who were «(ipoinled In d- liver lectires on the dif- 
ferent brunches itf ine.licine, Mere sevral genitemen of ac- 
knowledged talents und great pro tessionat merit. The exer- 
tions of the Trustees of Columbia College, in their annexing a 
mer'lcal schxol to that institution, are deseivins; of the highest 
commeiidKlion; sndil eannot be denied thai the science of 
medicine Waf promoted by its establish meiit, particularly iji 
this State. 

By HD act passed by the legi<:Iature in M^rcn, 1791. th« 
Hon. the Regents of the ijniversity were authurized to inttir 
tule a College of Physicians and Surgeons. The power thuj 
vested in them they thought proper to esercise in 1 B07 ; anc^ 
accordingly, a charter for the purpose of establishing a 
College of Physicians and Surgeons in the City of Neii^ 
York was granted, bearing date the 12th. of March, ISO?.. 
The esiabliahmenl of an institution to he exclusively devote^ 
to the cultivation and didusion of medical science, under the 
patronage of [he Regents of the University, and its sanction by, 
the legislature, were circumstances viewed with thegreateS 
satisfaction, and afforded just cause of ctingraiulation to ihi 
friends of science throughout the State. That (tie high expec- 
tations, which were entertained of the benefits, that could flow 
to the community from its establishment were well founded, 
ihe history of the college during the time it has been in opera- 
tion, presents the roost conclusive evidence. In Novemher, 
1807, the business of the medical college commenced, and 
courses of instruction were delivered on all the bianclies of 
medicine. The ability and success, with which llie i.-achers 
Oiled the important stations assigned them was «ach, that the 
legislature, at their next session, made the appropriationof twen- 
ty thousand dollars, for the benefit of the College. The whole 
number of slltdcDte, wlto attended the institution llie lTrs.t 
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year was fiFty-threej the second year, there were seveniy-lwn 
students, a greater Dumber than had ever before resorted to a 
similar institution for medical inaimction in tbis city : the third 
fear, tlie college was attended by seventy-three students from 
New- York and other stales in the Union. 

In 1810, the rapid progress of (he College in its importance 
and usefulness received a temporary check, and its brilliant ' 
prospects Were, for a white, overcast, owing lo certain mis- 
understanding a having taken place between the then president, 
Dt. Komayne and the professors. The then Regents of the 
University, upon receiving authentic information of the dissen- 
tiouG, which had been thus created, with the same laudable 
zeal for the promotion of medical science, with which they had 
originally been induced to organize the establishment, imme- 
diately adopted measures for ascertaining the cause of the mis- 
chief, and for the removal of every obstacle which mighi retard 
its prosperity. This they did at their meeting held at Albany 
on the first of April, i 8 11. Upon the reorganization of the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Sui^eons, at this period, Dr. Roniayne 
was removed, and the venerable Dr. Bard appointed Presi- 
dent; material alterations wexf also made in several of the 
professorships and in the internal government of the College. 
About this lime, power was granted to the College to confer 
medical degrees. 

The importance of ^he services rendered the College by 
the late measures of the Regents and the Legislature soon be- 
came apparent. On the 15th of May, 1811, the first medical 
Commencement was held, and the degree of Docior of Medi- 
cine conferred on eight studt^nls. This was a greater number 
of degrees in medicine than had been, ai any one lime, con- 
ferred in this city : the medical faculty of Columbia College, 
which had existed for about twenty years, having scaicely 
graduated more than twenty students for the M. D. during all 
that period. 

In September, 1813, one of the most important and desira- 
ble events took place, which bad ever been recorded in our 
medical annals, viz: The consolidation of the two medical 
schools into one establishment. In their address, the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, of this city slate their union with 
the Medical Faculty of Columbia College, and the Trustee;! 
of this last named institution annulled their Medical Faculty. 

An attempt was made just about this period to create 

another medical school in N.*-York, but this effort, soon 

and deservedly failed. Nevertheless, from the year 1.81.S,%)4, 

] 820, the College of Physiciatva ani Svii^to-ft^ •«'a^^ °^ 
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11 annual iocrpase in the number of its pupils and ia 
augm«nt?d career of utility and reputation. In the means of 
instruciiun as to chrmical apparatus, miuemnsol' anatomy, am* 
natural history, there wasa regular increase. Its library embra 
ce a valuable collection ol the most important works on MedW 
cine and ibe colaieral branches of science, collected chiefty by 
Professor Francis during his residence in Europe, and was stiS 
further ini:reas<^d by donations from Drs. EDime't, Hosack>. 
Francis, and i)ihi?rs. Moreover, its alumni in many instanctK 
rendered the Insiiiution great credit by the publicatiol 
of their inaupirni eiiiTcises for the Doctorate, though at 
Um-i does it appear that such publications were obligatory on 
the students. 

The several departments of education in this Medics) 
School have be»n filled in succession as follows : Anatomy by 
Drs. Smith, and Post. Surgery, by Dr. Smith, Hosack, aoift 
by Dr. HIoit Prartice of Phyaic, by Dr. Miller, and by Dt. 
Hosack. Clinic'tl Medicine, by Dr. Hamersley, and by Dr* 
Hosack. Mi Umfery iittd Ike Diseases of ft'omen and CHU- 
dren, by Dr. Ho^atk. Dr. Macneven, Dr. Osborne, and by 
Dr. Francis. Ckemittry, by Dr. De Witt, and by Dr. Mac- 
neven. Natural Philosophy, by Dr. De Wilt. Materia Med- 
tea, by Dr. Br. ice, Dr. De witi, Dr. Friincis, Dr. Macneven, 
and by Dr. MJtcliill. The Inslitutes of Medicine, by Dr. 
De Witt, by Dr. Francis, and by Dr. Hosack. MedicaUitria- 
prudence, by Dr. Slringham, and by Dr. Francis. iVafurdf 
History, by Dr. De Witt, and by Dr. Mitchiil. 

It is not deemed necpssary here to recount the great advan- 
tages, which the city of New- York holds out for a distinguish- 
ed school of practical medicine. The College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of New-York, has within the short period of 
its existence, abundantly proved that truth. Fur several year! 
past it has enumerated above two hundred students at its 
winter sessions. But truth constrdins us (o state, that 
these flattering prospects, which gave such encouragement to 
its able professors to persevere in their career of usefulness, 
have been recently entirely cut off by circumstances which 
they deemed beyond their controul. The College had long 
felt, at limes, the inconveniencies arising from a defect in its 
government, which tolerated medical men at its Board of 
Trustees. These inconveniencies proceeded to so great eii 
I in 1825, as to call for ilie aid of the Regents. That 
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enligblened body endeavoured, bat in vain, to remove the aeiil 
Trustees This view of the siibjecl was also takpn by Col- 
Troup, a dialinguished member of the Board of Regents, and 
also by Mr. Spencer of the Senale of (lie Slate, wbo consid- 
ered the evils arising from the govemmeiit of the College in 
the bands of Trustees as requiring immediate notice, and that 
said Trustees should he removed. The evils under which the 
College groaned were by Mr. Spencer traced to have their ex- , 
istence solelj' in (his snooioly of governuent. But vested 
rights were set up, and a measure, which would have perpetu- 
ated this school of science as one of the ornaments of the 
state and country, was prevented from being carried into ef- 
fect, by the assumpiion of tech necali lies and precedents. 
The Professors, consequently, rather than be involved in 
the disgrace of connexion with a school which imposed on 
students restrictions wholly unknown, and ibal by a body 
who exercised powers exclusively belonging to another body, 
determined to resign their several offices and professorships, 
and the public papers of April last, set forth ihe circumstance. 
It is moreover a fact, that an long as the Board of goveraon 
of this school was unencumbered by Trustees, who were medi- 
cal prescribers solely, the establishment went on hy a refular 
increase In the immb"r of students and Candidates for the 
Honours of the doctorate ; while on tht Lontnu-y, upon that 
Board being filled up by medical men, there was a gradual 
falling off of students and candidates, so that last sessi a the 
number was diminished more than one fourth of that of the 
preceding year. 

The several branches of medical and surgical science, which 
have been taught in this College for a number of years pasr, 
were as follows : 

Anafomy, by Da. Wrioht Post. 

Theory and Practice of Physic, by Dr. David Hosack. 

Chemistry, by Da. Willia i Jamrs Macskvbn. 

Surgery, by Dr. Valkntinb Mott. 

Obstetrics and the Diseasea of If'omen and Children, by 
Dr. John W Francis. 

Materia Medico and Botany, by Dh Samurl Mitcrill. 

On July 7tb, 1826, the regents of the university at a spe- 
cial meeting held at the capita', in Albany, appointed the fol- 
lowing gentlemen as professors in room of those above, who had 
resigned their office, in April, via. 

John Alqustini! Smith, M. D. professor of anatomy and 
physioliigy. 

Jam«s F. Daka, M. D. ptofeasoi ot tVcaiwa-i 
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Sons B. Bzcs, M. D. professor of botany and materia 
inedicii. 

Aletandbr H. Stevens, M. D, professor of surgery. 

Edward Dblafiilo, M. D. professor of obstetricK &c. 

Joseph M- Smith, M. D. professor of the ibeory and prac- 
tice of physic and Clinical medicine. 

John Watts, M. D. was appointed president and JokU 
Platt, Esq. vice president of the college. 

But notwithstanding this reorganization of ihe College at 
Pbysicians and Surgeons, the former professors, wbo GlIedL 
■he cliairs in this establishment, for so many years, deler^' 
mined to create a new school, wbictt they have placed 
under a better government. Hence it appears, that duri^ 
the ensuing winter, we shall have two rival medical schools ill 
this cily, both of which will be engaged in leaching the same 
branches of education. But it is devoutly lo be wished, that 
those unhappy collisions, which have so long existed betwees.' 
gentlemen of the same honourable profession may speedily 
subside and that they would unite in forming one splendid 
seminary on a solid foundation, which while it shall reflect- 
honour on this weahhy and extensive metropolis, may be pro- 
vided tviih ihe adequate means of instructing our youth, in 
the most important of all svii-nces, that of prfterains health 
'"^-^ curing diocaaus. 
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This institution has been formed by late Professors of the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, and it is intended to go 
into full operation, forthwith. The plan of instruction em- 
braces all the departments of Medical and Chirurgical science, 
and in affording to youth the means of acquiring practical in- 
formation, it is presumed it will not be inferior to any other 
establishment in this country. The following circular address 
haslaieU been published by them. 

This College was insliLuted on the I6th of October, 1826, 
and the following professors were appointed ; 

David Hosack, M. D. F. R. S. Jiulitutes and Practie^ 
of Phi/aic and Clinical Medicine. ■ 

William J. Macnevbn, M. D. Therapeutics and Materia 

Medica. 
VUlentinb Mott, M. D. Snrgeri/. 
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foBN W. FsAKcis, M. D. Olutelrics and Forenwc Medif 



John D. Godman, M. D. Anatomy andPhynolagy. 
John Gkiscou, LL. D. CAemiitry. 

The College edifice, situated in Diiane-street, near Bro 
way, and in the immediate vicinity of the New- York Hospital, 
was erected by the medical faculty at their own expense, ex- 
pressly for the accomraudBtian of students of medicine. It is 
allowed by all unprejudiced examiners, thai this building cont' 
bines, with ihe necessary spaciousness, a degree of neatness, 
convenience and comfort, very rarely found in similar eatab- 
liBhments. 

The lecture-rooms are three in number. The chemical 
room is on the lower flour, and is provided with ttie necessary 
furnaces and fixtures ; the seats rising in such a manner as to 
afford tbe fullest view of the experiments, to the class. Ad- 
Joining the laboratory, is the room for the mineralogical cabi- 
nel, and such philosophical apparatus as is employed in pneu- 
matics, hydrostatics, and other departments of science connect- 
ed with chemistry. 

The hall for the lectures on the practice of medicine, raaieria 
medica and obstetrics, is on ilie second floor. I'his hall is 
also designed lor the delivf^ry of introductory lectures, and for 
public collegiate exercises. It also contains cases fur an ample 
collection of drugs and preparations, illustrative of the lec- 
tnres on Materia Medica. The library room is on the tame 
floor with the Hall. 

The Surgical and Anatomical amphitheatre is on tbe third 

The Saloon of practical anatomy, on the fourth floor, is 
unrivalled in this country for its extent, and the entire conve- 
nience of its arrangement. This apartment is of the length 
and width of the whole building, and isdurtng the day lighted by 
a flne sky-light and four windows. At night it is brilliantly illu- 
minaied by ten large gas-burners, which entirely obviate the 
necessity of using table-lamps, always inconvenient and in- 
adequate. The cistern of water is supplied by means of a 
fordng pump in the basement ; this room is also furnished with 
every convenience necessary to cleanliness. A furnace of 
appropriate construction is employed for the daily removal of 
fragments usually allowed to accumulate in and about anaiomi- 

I apartments. The use of this furnace, and the regular st- 
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tentlon paid la the tables, removes from ihe study of practical 
anatomy ail the cireura stances usually productive of disgust, 
A,n sDgle of the saluon is sci-eened ofi'for thi- accommodation of 
practioDersofmedicine, whumay wish to revise their ana tomi- 
Ci! studies, free from inlemiption. 

The departmtmt of practical anatomy is immediately sa< 
perinlended by the piofessur of anatomy, who teaches in his 
public lectures, according to the method first introduced by him* 
self, liiat of making the dissections in the presence of the 
dais, at the time of lecturing. Solicitous to excite a taste for 
this important study, and to diffuse its advantages more geoe- 
rally among the profession, Uk. Goduah has determined to 
devote himself exclusively to the improvement of his class. 
Aided by qualified friends, he expects always to be able to pre- 
vent students from losing their time in i!l-diiecied experiment, 
or from atguiiing a dislike, to the science for a want of a com- 
petent director. 

The anaiuinicBl cabinet is rich end valuable. The collec* 
tinn of the professor o( surgery is so, In an especial degree, 
9n account of its being principally composed of morbid spea< 
mens, removed by himself in his operations, or procured iroiD 
subjects wilh whose previous history he is acquainted. 

The whole building is provided with gas-lights, and warmed 
by a single fire, burned in the basement, from which heated 
air is conveyed by flues to all parts of the house. This ar- 
rangment is so efleclual, that but a few minutes are necessary 
to the production of a summer temperature, even in the cold- 
est weather. The healed air flows from below the seats into 
the different lecture-rooms, so that they are etjuaJly warmed 
throughout. 

The first session of this institution has been honoured by 
the attendance of one hundred and fifty-three gentlemen, at 
which nuQiberone hundred and thli'iy were medical students; 
twelve doctors in medicine, and eleven members of the High- 
School, attending chemical lectures only. The class of prac- 
tical anatomy contained fifty two persons, who were supplied 
with the material necessary to iheirstudies, at an expense 
scarcely worthy of remark, being two dollars from each per- 
son, for every subject consumed by his class. The classes re- 
peat their operations as often as their convenience may 

These circumstances, together with the facility of approach- 
ing the city from all quarters ; the reasonable rate at which Ihe 
boarding may be oblained ;* the opportonity of irilne&sing 
'Fracotbret la six dollars avecK. 
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Surgical operations in ihe private practice of Professor Mott, 
and in tlie New- York Hospital, render it certain, tLat medical 
students ivill find their interests advantageously seried by the 
CDQrses of instruction in Rutgers Medical College. 

LECTIJRBS. 

Ihe session of this institution commences od the first Mon- 
day of NoveiDber, and continues until ibe first of Marcb, in 
the roiloffing manner : 

Dr. Hoback, on the Inatitutea and Practice, * 

Da. Macnbven, on Therapeutics and Ma- 
teria Medic a. 

Da. Mott, on Surgery, 

Da. G'JDMtN, on Aaaiomyand Physiology, 

Dft. Francis, on Ubstetrics and Forensic 
Medicine, t 

Dx, Gbisgoh, on Chemistry, 
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Candidates for graduation, produce to tlte Dean at the lijne 
of their application, certificates to the following effect ; 

1st. Thatlheapplicant has attained Ihe age of twenty-one 
years. 

2d. That he has studied during three years under some re- 
gular practitioner or practitioners of medicine. 

3d. That he has, during this period, attended two full 
courses in Rutgers Medical College, or one course in this, and 
one full course in another college, which is received by the fa- 
culty ad euadem 

These rules being complied with, and a thesis written by tlie 
applicant, (on some medical subject, or science connected with 
medicine,) presented to ihe Dean, the candidate is admitted to 
an examination for the degree of Doctur of Medicine. 

' In addition to the couiie of Initruction on the InBtilutes Practice of 
Fli^aic, and Clinical Med iciiip, Froresaor Hosics, deliierG lo hii claas at 

Buinn;. exhibiting by incana of diagraniB and living plants, an autlinc 
of the Lrnnxan Syslem. 

t The Ptofeiior o( Obdetricg is lupplied tvitli tlie necetuiy appara 
lai, iDodels, cails and preparalioas for tlie illualralian of hii cnurse; 
in addition 10 which he has accesa at all liinca lo ihe Cabinet «!' big 
colleagues. 
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Ai an incentive laemulatiun. Col. Rutgers has instituted 
an honorary gold medal, which vill be annually awarded by 
ihe faculty of Rutgers Medical College to tlie author of the 
most excellent inaugural dissertation. The dissertation may 
be written in Latin, French, or English. 

MRCtriculttian. $3: Tickeu. $16 encb; Practical AaatOdif, tlQf 



This Institution nas arranged upon the Qrst formation of 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Itis cllj in 1 807- 
lis objects are to unite the interests of the junior members of 
the profession, and to promote a spirit of frre inquiry on all 
matters connected with the healing art. The meetings of 
this society, are held during the winter session of the College j 
itnd at which papers are read, and discussion held on subjects, 
more immediately embraced in a system of medicineand of Sur- 
gery. It has published various Reports. Of the annual Presi- 
dents, there have been Dk.Sekkii.l, Dk.Miiicrill, Dn, Mac- 
NSVEN, Dh. Fkancis, Da. Hosack, Sic. ' 

HEW-VORK LYIMO-IN UOSPITAl.. 

Tlie Metropolis of Bngland boasts of several estahlishmeota 
of this name and character. The first we believe was found- 
ed by the late Dr. John Lbakk . The act of this InstilulioHf 
as expressed in its act of incurporalion, is to afford an asylum 
to women in a state of pregnancy, who are destitute of the 
means of support, and who are unable lo procure the necessa- 
ry medical assistance and nursing, during the period of their 
4:onGneraent> 

The poor constitute an important portion of almost every 
large community ; and, consequently, have a powerful claim 
upon the assistance of the wealthy. At all times, there are 
many persons of the description just mentioned, as the especial 
objects of this charity; and though individualliberality inm&r 
ry instances, had been manifested to obviate and remedy the 
Qviis under which they laboured, yet it was not until 1798, 
that an attempt was made to provide a suitable establishment 
for their reception and relief. , The dreadful mortality, which 
accompanied the yellow fever as it prevailed in this city, in 
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liie summer of this year, and the great distress coiuequent ' 
thereon, operated wiib peculiar severily upon the labouring 
poor ; and many women being bereft of their husbands, trere 
rendered wretched under the accumulated tvils of grief and 
poverty. 

As New- York, though already eminently distinguished for . 
its charitable inatilulions, did notaflbrdany provision for this 
class of the poor, the present occasion was deemed proper to 
project an establishment for this purpose. Accordingly, in 
the ensatng Uctofter, a subscription was set on foot, by Dr. 
David Hoback, which was patronised by many of the most 
respectable citizens of this city, and the sum of nearly iive 
thousand dollars collected. The laudable designs of the as- 
sociation were immediately carried into effect, an appropriate 
building being procured for the charity in Cedar street, where 
they continued in operation for some time. 

Thomas Peabsall, Sec'y. Robert Lenox, Dr. Davi 
Hoback and others were a Committee, who among other 
provisions, made the following: Every person subscribing 
the sum of twenty dollars, shall be privileged to recommend 
a patient to the Lying-in-Hnspital, if approved of by the visit- 
ing Committee. 

It being afterwards ascerrained that the interest arising from 
(he Society's funds, was by no means sulTicient to meet the ex 
penses, which a separate institution demanded; in 1801, an . 
agreement was entered into between the New- York Hospital 
and thegovernors of the Lying-in-Hospiial, by which the in- 
terest of the then existing funds of the latter, were to be paid 
to the use of the former institution, on condition that a Lying-in 
ward should be established ; andasuitable ward for that pur- 
pose was accordingly litted up and opened fur the reception of 
patients, the express objects of the Lying-in Hospital. 

Since the above period, the Lying-in Hospital has carried 
into ei:ecution its humane and benevolent plan of affording re- 
lief to destitute females at the apartments, which they have 
provided in the New- York Hospital ; and the charity which it 
bas thus dispensed, while it will be admitted that it has been 
directed to objects who of all others, have a peculiar.claim to 
attention, so must it also be allowed to be roost eilensively dif- 
fused. In 1799, an act to incorporate the Lying-in Hospital, 
was granted by the stale legislature. 

By bequests, and donations, the interests ofthe Society's funds 
and other appropriations which are constantly augmenting 
their resources, it is ardently hoped, and believed,ihat the time 
IB not far distant, when the goveraois oi *i^ V.>jSav™^'»>'iP- 
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tal, trill be enabled to erecl acommoilioua and separate estab- 
liahnenl, for the beller accorapliemenl of ibeir praiseworthj 
underlakiDg, and thus add HHolher to the many charitable jn- 
atituiioos of this city, which announce so decidedly, and so 
favourably, the humanity of its inhabitants. 

Upon the ri^organization of this Institution in 1813, Cor- 
.NKLiL-s Bay, Esq. was elected President tliereof, and Drs. 
Post, Hosack, Moosb and Francis, Physicians. 



CHAPTER IX. 

htnevo'le'tt, Ckaritt^k, and Friendly Iitgtitutions, and 

Societies. ^ 

Whilb the city of New- York is justly cdebrated for its 
rupid growth, commercial f nterprise, and increasing prosperi- 
ty ; i[alsostHnd«unrival1ed(atleast, in the western world) for 
its benevolent, charilnble, and friendly institutions. Amid alt 
its luxuries and pleasures, un the one hand, and no inconside- 
rable portion of cupidity on the other, there moves a redeem- 
ing spirit of genuine philanthropy, that is daily calling forth 
tears of joy and gratitude from eyps that had been dim- 
med with those of sorrow anil despair. Incited by thii 
principle, and aware of the comparative weaknesB of indt- . 
vidual exertion, the charitable of all ranks, sects, and pro J 
fessions, have associated together in societies, for the purpoif J 
of more effectually fulfilling the heavenly precepts of charity^ ^ 
The most important and prnminenl of such institutions, ahiul 1 
be noted in this place, commencing with. , | 



Tilts excellent institution, ivhich has now existed for forty 
years, was originally formed by a few philanthropic gentle- 
men for the purpose of affording relief to distressed debtors, 
la 1 81)6, its plan was extended so as to include the recovery or 
resuscitations of persons apparently dead from drowning. On 
the fourth of Fehoary, 18M, the society obtained a charter , 
of incorporation ; by which they are allowed to hold an eslatft. J 
of the vajue of jj3,000. Their views have, since been anctlfl 
are now directed to the following branches : '^ 

1st. The support and clothing of debtors in prison, and 
(as connected thetewilh) the maintainance of a soop-honsc 
establishwent. 
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' 2d. The liberation of such dKbiors as are by law entitled to 
be discharged, and of such as are confined for small sums, 
and are peculiarly deserving of assistance, 

3d. The distribution of soup to the pour ingeneral, espe- 
cially in cases of general public calamity. 

4th. The resuscitation of persons apparently dead from 
drowning. 

A favourite object, also, of the society is, to discourage 
the practice of street begging. 

This institution was supported by casual donations for a con- 
siderable period. For some lime, however, it has depended 
on annual subscriptions, which enabled tbe committee of 
management to erect a soup-house, in which ihey were greatly 
assisted by a donation, from the corporation of this city, of' 
jtGOO, andlhe lot of ground on which the house is erected, 
near the East entrance of the Park, The affairs of thiS'Go- 
ciety are managed by a President, Vice-President, Treasurer, 
Secretary, and a Committee of Iwenty-onemembers, who are 
elected annually. Their stated meetings are on the first 
Wednesday of every month, when a visiting committee of 
three, is chosen, whose usiness it is to superintend the soup- 
house, and visit the debtors in prison, at least once evetv 
week. 



i 
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' FEMALE SOCIETY. 



.I'his society consists entirely of females, who have associ- 
ated for the object of imparting relief to respeclabh aged i 
digent females, for which purpose it is allowed to hold an ( 
tate to the amount of $10U,000. Its affairs are intrusted ta*^ 
the management of a board of Trustees, composed of a firM ' ( 
and second directress, treasurer, secretary, and twelve man- i 
agers, who are chosen annually, on the last Thursday of No- ' 
vember. This society was instituied in the beginning of the 
year l)il4, and incorporated March 10th, 1S15, to contini 
fifteen years. 

FEMALE ASSOCIATION. 

This Society is composed of young females, who belong to 
that very respectable body of Christian Friends, usually 
denominated Quakers. The object of the institution is that 
of visiting and assisting the poor sich, and oblainging instruo- 
linn for the children of such persons as are not provided fax^J 
and who do not belong to any rcVi^koua 4ot\«\'3 - 'Wt\i -"^ "" 
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F dawd March 26th, lets, to coatioue iwentf years, by 
whkh thej' are perotiited to hold property to the amount ot 
^40,000. Females become members by subscribing five dol- 
lonayear; and ihe alTairs ofihe institution are conducted by 
a board of tweUe trusiees, who are elected on the first Mon- 
day or June annually. By a special clause in the an of incor- 
poration, this society is entitled to a share of the Common 
School fond. 

^^ FKUALB ASSISTANCE 
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_ of beneviilent females, was incorporated 

ontbeltth. of April, I8i7," for ihe relief of sick poor women 
and children/* and is lo continue until the second Monday of 
November, 1830, a period of thirteen years. Its funds are 
limitedto ^3,000, and its affairs are managed by afirstand 
second Direclreis, Treasurer, Secretary, and twelve Mana- 
gers, besides as many Assistants as shall be deemed necessary, 
all of whom are elected by ballot on ibe second Monday ol 
riovember, annually. 



As long ago as the year 1797, a few benevolent ladies of 
this city, associated for the laudable purpose of affording 
"relief to destitute widows with smallchildren;" but it was 
not until the 9il. of April, 1802, that an act of incorporation 
was ubtaioed froai the Legislature. They seldom afford relief 
in money; but in such necessaries as the objects stands most in 
need of. Tbey also find employment for such as are able and 
willing to worlt. By their charter they may hold funds to the 
amount of ^0,000 ; and their affairs are conducted by a first 
and second Directress, Secretary, Treasurer, and twelve Alan. 
agers. 



This institution was incorporated on the 10th, day of 
March, 1813 ; and may hold funds lo the amount of jf2,500. 
perannum. Its objectiathe "relief ofthe widowaandchildren ■ 
of deceased clergymen of the reformed prolestani Dutch Church 
in the United Stales." I [is governed by a President, Vice-Presi- 
dent, Treasurer, Secretary, and nine Trusiees, who are elec- 
ted annually en the Grst Tfiesday of Jim^. 
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ASSISTANCE SOCIBTV. 

The objects of this institution are " for relieving and ad- 
vising sick and poor persons in the city of New- York." Tlic 
society was first organized in 180S, and obtained an act of In* 
corporation on the i/tb. of February, 1810; by whichitiL' 
permittt^d to bold real and personal estate to the amount of 
$2^,000. This charter expired, by its own limitation, on 
the first of Decemlier, 1830 ; and wn are not informed with 
respect to its contemplated renewal 



J 



This society was incorporated on the l6th. of February, 
1805, for the purpose of establishing a fund to support infirm 
members, and their widows and children, on their decease. 
Their capital is limited by their charter to jflO,000. By the 
same act, three other charitable institutions were incorpora- 
ted, on the same plan, and with the like limited capital. They 
are entitled, 1st. The Mutual Benefit Sorietj/ ; 2d. The 
Benevolent Society ; 3d. "Vhe Albion BcRevoknl Society. 



This is an old and respectable institution, having been incar- 
porated as long ago as the year 1770; when its funds were 
limited to ^3,000 sterling per annum. Its immediate ob- 
jects were the improvement of maritime knowledge, and the 
relief of indigent masters of vessels, their widows and orphans. 
The aSkirs of this institution are managed by a Commilte of 
magistrates, merchants, and mariners, who appoint officers 
annually. The funds are supported by yearly subscriptions of 
,^2 from each member. 

THE sailor's snug HARBOITK. 

This cstablishmenl is a splendid monument of disinterested 
benevolence ; and while it continues to afford shelter, protec- 
tion and sustenance, to those brave weather-beaten- tars, who, 
in the hour of danger have been disabled in the defence of their 
county's rights, the name of Captain Randall n'iU be held " 
grateful remembrance. Un the first day of June, ISOI, 
trust-deed was executed by this genuine philiinlrophist, 
which he devised a valuable landed properlv* 'S'"?!^'*'''^*' 
headof Broadway, for the piivvose oiTO^:vll^B:wa^%•^"iv■«>- 
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and decriped seamen. In this ionraneol, he nominated tfie 
Mayor and Recorder of the city, the president of the Chambei- 
of Commerce, the President and V ice-President of the Ma- 
rine Society, and the senior clergy nien or the Episcopal aad 
Presbyterian churches, ui trusie&s ; and on the sixth of Febru- 
ary, 180'i, they obtained an act of incorporation. The pro- 
perty thus left by Captain Randall, was originally estimated 
at JJ50/)00. From its lavourable situation, i[ hassince greal- 
'yincteised ia value, and now affords a snug and comfortable 
asylum to those brave defenders of iheir country, wlio, from 
age, or honourable wounds, are no longer able to fight her 
bailies. By a subsequent act, ihe truateei were required to 
report annually (lie state of their funds to the legislature 
and to the Common Council. 
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' CHAHtTABLE SOCIKTV. 



This institution wiig incorporated on the eleventh of April, , 
^J17, and may bold real and persoiial estate to the amount of * - 
Ss,000 per annum. Its object is "the relief of distressed 
and decayed pilots, their ividows and children." The affairs 
of this society are nianged by a Presideui, Vice-President, 
Treasurer, Secreiat) , and five Trustees, who are elected, an- 
nually, on the first Monday of February. 

DSAP ANI> »tF»B IKSTITPTION. 

The object of this most laudable establishment, ni 
sed in their charier, ia to afford '' the necessary met 
struction tu the deaf and dumb ; and also to provide for ihe-]^ 
support and malntainance of those, in that condition, whose 
parents are unable to maintain them during ihair course of 
tuition." It was incorporated on ihel5lh. of April, 18J7, 
the charter to endure for iweniy years. Their real and per- 
sonal eataie is limited to $5,000 per annum The manage- 
ment of its affairs is intrusted to the hands of a President, two 
Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, Secretary, and a Board of Di- 
rectors, consisiingof twenty members, who are elected an- 
nually- Two thirds, at least, of the Diiectovs, must be resl- 
denls of the cily and counti , and seven constiiule a quorum- 

MAN tr MISSION SOCIETY. 

AboDttheyear 17S5, several henevolem individuals, (most- 
ly of the Quaker persuasion) associated themselves for the 
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purpose of " meliorating itie condition of negro slaves in the 
state or New- York, by effectually oblaioin^ tbose advantages 
for them, ivhich have been already sanctioned by its laws, 
and by confemng on tliem a virtuous education." Wiih 
these laudable views, the society persevered, with a com* 
mendable zeal, until 1808, when they succeeded in obtaining 
an act of incorporation. The government of this institution 
is vested in a President, two Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, 
Assistant Secretary, Treasurer, and a standing commiltei^ 
whtjhavea Chairman. The officers of the school, are a Boartf ' 
of Trasteea, a Secretary, Chaiimain, and seven Counsellore. 
There is also a C9niinittee of Correspondence, with b Chair- 
man and Secretary ; and a Committee of Ways and Means, 
with a Secretary. 

VACCINE SOCIETY. 

Tiie cclehraled Dr. Waterliouse, one of the professors of 
Harvard University, in Cambridge, state of MassachuselU^ 
Justly styled the American Jenner, was the parent of Vacci-. 
nation in the Western World. After years of unremitted bs- 
ertion, he at length succeeded in overcoming the honest pre- 
judices and professional cupidity which assailed his new theory 
from every quarter; and aboQt the ^ ear ISO 1, vuccina^on 
began to become popular throughout the state of MassachtH 
setts. In the following year, (he subject was taken up with 
some spirit by tiie physicians of this city, and a sociity was 
formed for the purpose of extending the benefits of vaccina- 
tion to those trliose pecuniary circumstances rendered them uoi 
able to employ it physician. During the first year this society 
enlisted, there were five hundred children vaccinated in New- 
Yock audNew-Jersey ; in 1812, there were one thousand, in 
New- York and Massachusetts ; in the following year. 2,5CO 
in New- York alone; and in IS) 4, in Connecticut and New- 
York, there were 4,500. Thus, in a few years, nearly ninetkou- 
»and human beings wer'' rendered for ever secure from that 
scourge of mankind, the small poi ! 

sbamhock FRiENnLV ASsoctAxiON. 

This institution, which is composed chiefly of the natives 
of Ireland, was formed in the year 1815, for the purpose of 
befriending emigrants on their arrival in the United Slates, by 
giving them useful informaiion, and ^wcmi'to^ *«s&«KiJtfS5~ 
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meat Their views, however, are not confined to country-, 
politics, or religion ; it is enough thai the applicant b a ttran- 
ger, lo insure their proieciion. The Bociely is governed by 
a President, two Vice-Presidenta, a Secretary, Assistant 
Secreiiiry, Treasurer, and a committee of Superintendence, 
consisting of four members, officers ure elected annually. 



* This society was instituted for the purpose of giving pecuni- ^ 
ary aid to German emigrants, and assisting such other natives j 
of thai couuiry and their decendanls as might be reduced in 
■heir circumstances. On the sixth of April, 1814, they ob- 
tained an act of incorporation, to continue for twenty-one years, 
1 rip affairs of the society are managed by a Committee, and 
oflicers regularly chosen ; and its funds are limited to ^25,800. 

HOMAN CATHOLIC BENEVOLBNT SOCIETY. 

The charter of this society was obtained in April, ISIT", 
by which its real and personal estate is limited to jf2,50O per 
annum. It was instituted for the humane and laudable pur- 
poses of " assisting and relieving the poor, and of protecting 
and educating orphan children.^' The management is con- 
fided to a President, three Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, two 
Assistant Secretaries, a Treasurer, and thirteen members, 
who are elected at Whitsun-Mondny, annually. Members to 
subscribe no greater sum than three dollars per annum. 
Twenty-one form a quorum for the transaction of business. 



Afier the close of the revolutionary war, a number of those", 
military veterans who had fought in the armies of the republic, 
formed themselves into a society for the purposes of general 
benevolence, As tbey had all " relinquished the hostile sword 
for the peaceful plough," or retuned from the embattled field^ 
to their former employments, like the celebrated Roman Cin-i 
dimatus, they very jusdiciously distinguished their institution 
by the name of that celebrated patriot. 

TYPOGRAPHICAL SOCIETV. 

The New-York Typographical Society, was instituted on 
rhe4tb, of JaJy, 1801), hut didnotobtainanactofincorpora- 
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~ ITdh until the 27th, of February, 1S18. The laudable objecti 
of (his instilutinn are, " relief to indigent and distressed men 
beis of said association, their widows and orphans ; an 
others who may be found proper objects of iheir charity. 
To effect these benevolent purposes [he society is allowed, by 
their charter, tnbold real and personal estate to the amount ofi 
.f 5000. Their affairs are managed by a President, Vice-Pre- 
sident, Treasurer, and Secretary, who are chosen annually^ 
on the Saturday nest preceding the fourth day of July. They 
have also, a Board of Directors, composed of twelve membera, 
three 'of whom are elected monthly, for the term of four 
months. 

The terms of admitting new members are, Isl. competency 
as a workman, 2d. a good moral character ; 3t/. an initiatioa 
fee of five dollars. — ith. monthly dues of iwent> -five centa. 
A ny member having paid dues to the amount of thirty dollars ; 
or paying the like sum in advance, becomes entitled to a cer- 
tificate, and is for ever after exempt from monthly dues. 

Application for relief, in cases of sickness, or otherwise, 
must be made to the President, who thereupon assembles the 
Board of Directors, by whom the applicant's case is taken in- 
to consideration; and, should his circumstances require it, 
a sum, not exreeding three dollars per week, is awarded him 
from the Treasury. In case of the death of a member, the 
sum of twenly-tive dollars is tendei-ed towards defraying the 
funeral charges, at the discretion of the Board ; who likewise 
award to the widows of deceased members, any sum, no' 
exceeding two dollars per week, for the space oi three months 
from the decease of their husbands; and in case a membei 
dies, leaving no widow, but children — if one or two, the sum 
of two dollars — if over two, (he sum of three dollars per 
week, /or three months, are appropriated to their benefit in 
any manner the Board may direct, provided the cose, in theii 
opinions, require it. But in no case whatever, have the wife 
or children of a living member, any legal claim on the funds 
of the institution. 

A general meeting of the society for the transaction of bus!' 
ness is held on the first Saturday of every Month, at the So- 
ciety's room, in the Shakspearp, at the corner of Fulton and 
Nassau-streets; where the Board of Directors also converse 
on the evening of every Saturday. The afiairs of this insti- 
tution are in a very flourishing condition — the funds rapidly 
increasing, and their acts of benevolence frequent and judicioufi. 
A select and valuable Library has Va\e\v be.«v'^^wiwTC*v^\s-i 
juivale aubscrJplions and donaliotis, tiom ■NXw-tVwws ■».«» 
Bb2 
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ber, whose manthly clues t»ve been paid, is emitted tc 



HBCBAMC SOClBTieS. 

The " General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen," has 
alreadtr been noticed .it page 226. In addition to which, it 
may be proper to siuie in this place, that the journeymen of 
atnioil every mechanical profession, have formed institutions 
.MmitBr to the one described above ; mosi of which Irnve ob- 
tained acts or incorporation, and all of them are found to be i 
very beneficial in the promotion of those charitable purposes ' 
for nrhich they trere created. By a reference to page 142, 
lilt of ibeir names, &c. may be seen. 

PIRB DEPARTMENT FtINn, 

The object orihisfund, which is created by "the money arising 
from chimney-fines, certificates, and donations," is the " re- 
lief of such disabled Firemen, or their families," as may be 
deemed worthy of assistance. The piincipal of this fund, 
however, cannot be impaired in granting relief; the only in- 
come arisingtherefrom,may be thus appropriated. All applica- 
tions for relief must be made lo the Trustees, vhose duty it is 
to inquire into the situation of the applicant, and grant such 
assistance as in their opinion, circumstances may require- 
Those entitled to relief are — "all Firemen while doing duty 
as such, and being indigent; all Firemen who have been disa- , 
bled while doing duly as such, and having become indigent , 
and infirm ; and all Firemen having; served ten years as such, 
and shall resign thereafter, having become indigent and infirm." 
The widows and orphans of all such persons are also entitled 
lo assistance. In their last annual reporl, dated December. 4, 
1 836, the Trustees state thai seventy-one leidoies were then on 
the pension-list, and receiving each twenty-five dollars per an- 
num ; that more than $257S, had been expended in charities 
during that year, of which pensioned widows had received 
above jfl733, and sick and poor Firemen and their familieit, 
$543; and that above ^342 had been appropriated ti 
purchase of shoes and books, for 27" children then at ih' 
rious public schools in this city. 

For further particulars respecting the Fire Departmenl, 
see the appropriate head, 



RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES. 293 

ft. 

T^Fwhelher Masonry be considered as a sdenti6c, a moral, ot 
a charitable institution ; or, (as is the fact) all three combined, 
we feel no hesitation in saying that it sustains as high a rank 
in New-York, as in any city in the known world. In ihll 
place, however, il is proper to notice il merely as the agent 
of a most liberal and extensive benevolence. How many un- 
protected widows are daily rescued from want and despair, by 
its benign influence ! What numbers'of orphans are preserved 
from ignorance and infamy by its bounty ! It feeds the hungry 5 
elothes the naked; entertains the stranger; visits the sick; 
relieves the prisoner ; and consoles the afflicted in every situ- 
ation. In Bhori, the Masonic Societies of New- York, are every 
way worthy of its elevated character and splendid destiny. 

For a list of the Masonic Lodges in ihis city, with the limes 
and places of their meeting, see Appendi.r, 



CHAPTER X. 

SOCIETIES FOR THE mssBMINATION OP THE CHRISTIAN 



The citizens of New-York are not more conspicuous for 
their attention to the temporal wants of the poor and destilnte, 
than for their unwearied exertions in the distribution of spiriU 
iial charities, both at home and abroad. More than thirty sor 
cieties iiow exist in this city, whose funds are devoted exclu- 
sively to this pious purpose ; while assistant auxiliary, and sup- 
plementary institutions, ore almost daily springing up around; 
us. Innumerable stteams of private contribution supply the 
means of operation, which are not permitted to remain inac^ 
live by the zealous managers. Of each of these institutions it 
will be proper to take a brief notice ; and as the sacred Scrip- 
tures are acknowledged, by every sect, to be the basis and 
standard of the Christian faith, it will be most in order to place 
at the head of this article, 



The American B(i/e Society was instituted in May, 1SL(J, 
by a convention of delegates Vtcitnfi\\Aft%o^\e'C\«!,vft«««i«* 
parts of the United Stales. \X% afiaJ" ^« cwt^.siK.'ytft.'Q.i 



^^6 



nCLIGIOlTS 30CIETIEE. 



Board of Managers, consisting r>f thirty-sis laymen, of (vliom 
tweDty-four must be residiiiits of the city of New- York or its 
TLis Boai'ii holds stated meetings on the first Thors- 
" ' ■ ■ :lock P. M. at the Society's House, 

oftener if business require. The 
anniversary meeting of the Society is held annually, on tbe 
second Thursday of May, at 10 o'clock, A. M. at New- York 
or Philadelphia, as determined by vote at ihe preceding aa* 
iiual meeting. , 

The sole object of this Institution, as expressed in its con- 
slilutton, is to " encourage a wider circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures, without note or comment. The cin\y copies in the 
Kngliab language to be circulated by tbeSociety, shall be of the 
version now in common use." A subscription of (Aree dollars 
per annum entitles a person to membership. A aiibscriplion of 
thirty dollars, at one time, constitutes the donor a member for 
I'lfe^Jifleen dollars per annum, makes him a director; and 
the aum of oae hundred andfifty dollars, secures him that 
honour for life. 

According to the tenth annual report of this institution) dated 
May, 1326, there had been issued from its Depository, in this 
city, up to that period, 440.047 Bibles and Testaments ; ex- 
clusive of a large number issued by the Kentucky Bible Society, 
iind printed from the stereotype plates of the New- York insti- 

T!ie Society's House, No. 115 Nassau-street, isalargei 
commodious edifice, comprising a capacious Depository, aft 
extensive Printing apparatus, Bindery, &:c. &c. all of which 
are politely shown to strangers, and others, who feel a desire, 
to inspect them. 

The following Societies (if they still retain a separate exis- 
tence) have been admitted as etifoiiVianes to the above ; some 
of them, however, it is believed, have since become 
iient parts of the principal. 

The New-York Bible Society was instituted in November, 
1809. Its concerns are conducted by a President, six Vice- 
Presidents, two Secretaries, a.Cletk, Treasurer, and a Board 
of Managers, consisting of thirty-one. Like the Society 
above mentioned, it recognizes no distinction of sect or creeds, 
but assists in circulating the Bible without note or comment. 
The anniversary meeting of this society is on the first Monday 
of December ; and the Board of Managent hold stated meet- 
ingf on the third Mondays of January, March, May, July, 
September and November. 
TAe Auxiliar^f NeW'York Bible Sociely ■wm YOs&VaSJt.'i.Vft^ 
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Suae, J813. Its affairs are managed by a Presirfenl, four 
Vke-PresideDts, a Secretary, Treasurer, Clerk, and seven* 
teen Directors, who holii staled ineetingson the third Mondays 
of February, August and November. 

The New-York Female Auxiliary Bibk Society was iAstU 
tuted in Alay, IBlfi, by a number of ladies aiiached to dif- 
ierent deno mi nations. Its alliiirs are conducteit by a first and 
second Directrfss, a Treasurer, Secretary, and thiriy-twoi 
Managers. Stated meetings, on the first Wednesday of every, 
month. 

ITie Female Juvenile Auxiliary Bible Society was inslilu- 
led in October, ittlG ; and the management of its affairs assign- 
edtoa Directress, Treasurer, Secreiarj, and eight Managers, 
who meet on [be second Saturday of every month. 

The Marine Bible Society was instiiuedin March, 1817'. 
Its affairs are conducted by a President, four Vice-Presidents, 
two Secretaries, a Treasurer, and ibiriy-six Manager^, who 
meet once every three months. Annual meeting, on ilie thirS" 
Monday of April. 

The New-York African Bible Society was insliluted io' 
March, IBX7 i and its aflairs are conducted by a Fiesidenl, 
two Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, Secretory, and eight Man- 
agers. 

The New-York Hnion Bible Society was insliluted in June 
I816, and its afl'airs are managed by a President, Vice-Presi-' 
dent, two Secretaries, a Treasurer, Clerk, and seven Direc- 
tors, who meet once a month. 



The NeiB-Yoi-k Bible and Common Prayer Book Society wa*. 
ioatituted !n September, I BO9. Its affairs are under the manage- 
ment of the Bishop of the diocese, who is President cx-oji^ 
do, and by ministers and lay members of the Proleslanl. 
Episcopal Church. 

Auxiliary Nem-York Bible and Comtaon Prayer Book So~ 
ciety. This institution, which was formed on the 26th, of Janu- 
ary, 18I(), is governed by a Board of lay members of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, consisting of a President, three 
Vice-Presidents, two Secretaries, a Treasurer, an Agent, and 
eighteen Managers, who meet every other month. 

EELtOIOl'S TRACT SOCIETIES. 

The success which uniformly aUendtd v'ae^'***™^ '*'^^^^'«r, 
ous Tract Societies in England, sooaeRtoOT^^^S^'^w^V'''™-'' 




398 RELICIOrB SOCIETIES. 

our country to undertake the establishment of 
lutioni. 1(1 the year 1809, the first organized society 
rormed in this ciiy, f<n the disse mi nation of religious tracts; and 
in the following jear ihe Protestant Episcopal Tract Sodely 
was instituted. After watching the progress of these societies 
for Bbntrt two vears, the Methodist becarap convinced of their 
practicnl efficacy, and erected another, for the dissein ins lion of 
their own particular lenets.whJeh they termed the Neu^VorkMe- 
ikodM Tract Society. Other sects soon iiniisied the lauda-" 
bleexample; until, "t ihi roomem, there is scarcely a congre- 
gation in the city, which is not aealousty era|)loyii)g the same 
means to circulate their doctrines throaghout their country. 

The American Tract Society vat instituted >u May, 1809. 
:india coropo-^dof different denominations of Christians; anCi 
their constitution forbids any two members of the same denomi- 
nation serving in ihn Puhlishing Ctiromittee ; Nor can any" 
Tract i.e published which hnsbeenobje' ted ti*, byany unemei^ 
ber of that committee, Each subscriber of two dollars anni^ 
ally, is a member ; and each subscriber of twenty dollars at 
one time is a member for life. Each subscriber of five dollars 
annually, is a Director; and each subscriber of fifiy doJlan 
at one time, or who, by one additional payment, increases his 
original subscription to fifty dollars, is a Director for life/ 
Members are entitled to tracts annually, to the value of one 
dollar ; and Directors to the value of two dollars; or, if pr®^^ 
ferred, they may receive tracts at any one lime to the valueti^ 
half the sum given. The Society me"et annually, on Wednes-^ 
Jay immediately preceding the secand 'Thursday in May, at 
their House, No. 144 Nassau-street. Theaflalrsof thisinsli- 
lulion are managed by a Board, consisting of a President, eight- 
leen Vice-Presidents, a Corresponding Secretary, a Recording 
Secretary, a Treasurer, and thirty-six Directors; all of whoitt* 
are chosen at the annual meeting. The Board of Directors 
elect, annually, by ballot, a Publishing Committee, a Dtstei* 
butingComraittee, and a Finance Committee; each consistingof 
not less than three, nor more than six members. The mem- 
bers of these three committees constitute an Enecutive Com- 
mittee, to conduct the business of the Society, and are, ex-ofi- 
do, members of the Board. 

A lar^e and commodious building has been erected for the 
use of this Society, at the corner of Naasou and Spruce-streets, 
near Chatham-street, fronting the Park. This edifice is four 
slories high, exclusive of the basement story, with a front of 
eighty feet on Nassau-street, and a gable end of forty-eight 
feet on Sprute-Street. The first floor contains a room for the 
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sale of Tracts, aod thr^ suits of offices, wliicli are rented 
for other purposes. In the second story are looms for the use 
of the several Commiltees, anil of the Board, and ilie general 
Depositary of Tracts. The third story is occupied principal- 
ly by the Bindery Fulding-room, and ihe Stereotype Finish- 
ing-room ; the Fouiidery being In the basement siory. The 
fourth s[ory and garret is occupied by ihe Priniiog establish- 
ment ; where puwer presses are carried by steam, muieSf A;c. 

The NewYark Heligiou* iract Siiciety was instituted In 
180?^, and re-organized in February, llflJ. Its alTairs have 
since been conducted by a President, two Vice-Presidents, a Sec- 
retary, Treasurer, Clerk, and twen'.y-four Managers, who arc 
chosen, annually on ilie second Wednesday of February. The 
stated meetings of the Board are on the first Tuesday of every 
other month, begiuningwiih February. During the year ending 
May, l%2f>, this society issued no less than 73-44)SOTraclsuid 
children's books. They have since resolved to become an Auk- 
iliary to the American lYact Soctelt/, and have eummtlted 
to that Insiiiution such of tbeir stercoivpe plates and engrav- 
ings as were deemed useful by the Publishing Committee, re- 
serving only enough to extinguish th^debls of their own So-' 
ciely, and provide for the wants of the current year. 

The Female Tract Society was instituted as a branch of the 
foregoing, and is now an Auxiliary of the >lnien'can Tract 
Society. The ladies who compose it, are ver5 zealous and ac- 
tive in the cause, gjid have co-operative branches in almost 
every Presbyterian congregation in the city. Their contribu- 
tions to the general society ina few monthhamouiiied to ^567- 

T e YoTiTig Men'* Auxiliary Tract Society was instituted In 
1815, and in a few months contributed jtlOO to the funds of 
the parent institution. They also hhve flourishing Aaxiliariet 
in the South Baptist and Seventh Presbvterian churches. 

The New-Yor/: Melhodial Trad Society was formed in 1812. 
Its affairs are conducted by a President, Treasurer, Secretary, 
and twelve Managers, who are elected, annually, in the 
month of April, and hold stated meetings fouE times a year. 

The Prole»taal Episcopal Tract Society vta instituted in 
1810; and holds its annual meetings in November. 
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The Neto-York Migslonary Soriely is composed principally 
of members of the Presbyterian denomination, including the 
Reformed Dutch Church, luobject'is to evangelize the Indiao. 
Tribes on the borders of lbe\ln\\ei ^vww.. \>&*W.*'«.'i 
maoBged by a Board of twentj-one'ttwetww.a.^^^^'"'^^"-'^ 
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Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, CorreiBonding Secretary, i 
Clerk; all of whom are elwled annually, on the firsl Tuesd 
of April, They hold regular meeting* on the Drsi Monday a 
pvery month. 

The Young Meti'g Missionary Society, was formed in Jm 
ary, 1809| a* an auxiliary lo the foregoing. In February, 1 
lioncver, it reuilvetl to appropriate its funds lo the sole 

Eose of propogaiing the gospd among while geniiles near 
ome. Wliai success has allended their exerlions, in this n 
speci, we have never learned. 

The United Foreign Missionary Society, was organized a 
theSSihof July, 1817, " in comtequence of a T«comm(!nd»^ 
tion of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, the' 
General Synods of the Reformed Dutch, anil Associate Refurm-] 
ed Churches. Its object is to spread the gospel among tlw^ 
Indians of LNorth America, the inhabitams of Mexico aodl 
South America and in other portions of the heathen and antP: 
christian world." Its concerns are managed by a President, 
six Vice-Presidents, a Corresjionding and Recording Secreta-. 
ry, a Treasurer, and twelve Managers ; all of whom are elec^ 
ted, annually, on the Wednesday preceding the second ThuiM 
day of May, and meet on the fourth Monday of every montJtf 

The Female Missionary Soaety, was instituted in the year 
1816, for the purpose of employing a missionary among the 
ignorant and destitute of this city, and its immediate neigh- 
bourhood. The affairs of this society are managed by a first; 
and Second Directress, a Treasurer, Secretary, and ten Mana-; 
gers, who meet nn the second Monday of May and November, 
to transact business. They have also prayer-meetings, on th 
first Tuesday of June, September, December, and March. 

The American Society for Evangelizing the Jews, was instL 
tated on the 30th of December, 1816. Its manaiienient is- 
assigned to a President, Vice-President, Secretary, a Treasurer, \ 
and seven Managers; all of whom are elected, annually, on ' 
the last Monday of December, and meet regularly on the third 
Thursday of every other month, beginning with January. ' 

The_ Society for supporting t]te gospel itmong the poor in' 
the city of New-York, was instituted in .November, 181;" 
" for the purpose of maintaining a slated preacher lo the A]m_ 
House, Hospital, Bridewell, Prisons, and other receptacles of 
the indigent and wretched, who are not oiherwisesupplied with 
the slated ministrations of the gospel." The affairs of this 
society ate managed by a President, Treasurer, Secreiaiy, and 
six Trustees, who are elected annually, on the first Wednea- 
daf of December, and hold quarterly meetings on ibe first 
Tuesday of Febnaty, May, Augnat ttpA^wwcbw. 



BesideE the above, there is the Baptist Misiionary Society ; 
the Baptist Female Mtnionary Society ; the Evangelical 
Societi/ of Foimir Men ; all of whom are engaged in die same 
general object, there is also an Episcopal Society, iiiMiiuted 
for the purpose of procuring funds for the Committee of Mis- 
sions of the Protestant Episcopal Church of this diocese. 



HP CHAPTER XI. 

OOVERNMENT OF THE CITY OP RBW-YOHK. 

The government of this city is vested in a Common Coun- 
cil, consisting of the Mayor, Recorder, fourteen Aldermen, and 
fourteen AssisCant Aldermen ; tlie city being at present divided 
into fourteen wards, each of which is represented in Commou 
Council by one Alderman and one Assistant. Every new ward 
that may herea/ler be created, will, of course, add two more 
members to the corporation. The staled regular meetings of 
this body for the transaction of business, arc held every Mon- 
day evening, at the Council Room, in the City Hall, which is 
fitted up, for that purpose, in an elegant and commodious man- 
ner. The chair for (he Mayor is the same tliat was used by 
General Washington when he presided at the first CungresSj 
which was held in this city. It is elevated by a few steps, on 
the south side of the room and surmounted by a canopy. The 
Aldermen sit in a circular form, in the body of the room, and 
at the upper end, immediately below the chair, there is a table 
for the clerk of the council. Neither the Mayor, Recorder, 
nor .\ldermen, wear any distinguishing dress or insignia of 

Besides the power belonging to the Corporation of enacting 
all municipal laws, and of enforcing their observance under 
proper penalties, the Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen, are 
(by virtue of their office) justices of the pence, having power to 
hold courts of general sessiims, and to decide as to all offences 
coming under the uognieance of the regular justices of ihe 
peace. They are likewise included in the commission of Oyer 
and Terminer fur the trial of capital offences ; and hold a 
court of Common Pleas, called the Mayor's Court, in which 
civil actions are tried of every description. Of the latter 
court, the Hon. John T. Irving is now the ^tts.i.dm'^v^A'iifi. 

It belongs to the Mayor and Wdenaea, ■wto m*; %>»jtiv»\v«*j 
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of taxes, to regulate all levies of public money, previouily | 
aulhortzeil by the legislature, lor auppiirting the puoi, ai^l 
other necessary putposej. All tales m the ciiy and countf | 
of .Ne*-York are raised by laws, especially enacted for itat 
purple by the legislature. 

On lb<- first Monday of November, annually, the electtwaol, 
each ward choose, by a general ballot, an Alderman, AssiilaDtfl 
Aldermiin, two Assessors, one Collector, and two Consable*. J 
On the first Monday of January following, the new Aldermeo-^ 
are sworn into office, alter which they choose a Mayor for the • 
current year. The Sheriff, Coroner, Register, and Clerk pf^l 
the co'inty, are elected by the people, once in three years, or 
03 ofien as a vacancy happens. The Sheriff cnn hold no other 
office, and is ineligible for the next three years after his term 
of office expires. 

[Lvery male cilisen of the age of twenty-one years, who has 
been an inhabitant of the stnte one year preceding the annual 
election, and for the last six months, a resident in this city, is 
entitled to a vote at every annual election — provided he has 
paid a tax to the state or county, assessed upon his real or per- 
sonal pi'operty, or is by law exempted from laxaiioo — or if, 
being Htraed and equipped according tu law, lie has wilhiit tbe 
year, performed rojlitary duty in the mUitia of this state, — or 
if he be legally exempted from such duty, 

POLICE DSPAETHEMT. , 

The duties of the Police are discharged by three Justices, 
appointed fur the purpose by the Common Council, and re- 
iniiveable at pleasure. I'he Chancellor, Justices of the su- 
preme court, and members of the common council, as conser- 
vators of ihe peace, raay attend and assist the police justices. 
A court is held every day, (except Sunday) at which one at-j 
Ipast of Ihe Justices, and the Police Clerk must be in conBtant I 
Diieiidance, at sunrise, every Diomiag, to take cognizance of 
offences coiuniilted during the night, against the good order 
and peace of the city. Besides the ordinary duties of examin- 
ing persons brought up for breaches of the peace, and other 
ofiences,and binding overthe parties toprospculeat the sessions, 
when this appears necessary, the police magistrates possess 
powers, in certain cases, similar to those exercised by the Al- 
dermen of the city out of the sessions. These relate to illigi- 
tiroate children, apprentices, servants, vagrants, vagabonds, 
&c. &c. The acceptance of special bail; the administering 
of ojirlis in causes before the court of common pleas, and the 
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taking of affidavit to be read there, come alao within llie pow- 
ers of the magislrates of police. For thesp services, li.ey re- 
ceive the same fees as ihe Aldermen: and for the discharging 
the other duties of their office, they and their clerk are paid 
an annual salary of seven hundred and lifiy dollars each, which 
comesoutofthe fAnds ofiheciiy; besides fees ot office. Re- 
cognizances taken in other counties for the appearance of par- 
ties or witnesses in the cit^ courts; copies of those taken to 
keep the peace, before any othei court in the city; and those 
from persons licensed to retail spirituous liquors, are all lodged 
in the police office, under the custody of the clerk. 

COURTS. 

Mayor's Court, or Court of Common Pleas. This tribuntd 
holds its sittings on the third Monday of every month, and 
judges in all cases within its jurisdiction, whether real or per- 
sonal. Actions for debt, exceeding jt2S0 may be reoiuved 
from it, at any time before /udgment; and afier judgment, all 
its decisions, without exception, may be reviewed by the Su- 
preme Court. I he charier of this Court is dated April 22, 
1686. It is supposed to resemble in its form of proceedings the 
Court of King's Bench in Englund. As a Court of Justice, 
the Mayor's Court of this city stands deservedly liigh in pub- 

CoH»-( of Seisions. This court sits on the first Monday of 
every month, and consists of the Recorder, and two Alder- 
men. It determines in all cases of felony, and of oflences 
committed within the city, and has power to appoint special 
sessions of the peace for the same purposes, but these are 
never resorted to. The Judges composing the Court of Oyer 
and Tertniner, consist of the Recorder aniJ Aldermen, assisted 
byoneor more of the judges of the Supreme Court, who are 
uulhurised to meet by a special act of the Legislature, without 
any commission. Three members constitute n court, of whom 
a Judge of the Supreme coon jnust be one. This c<iurt tries 
all cases of treason, felony, and other inferior crimes. Its 
periods of meeting are fixed by the supreme court. Courts of 
Oyer and Terminer were first established here in (683, 

Marine Court. This tribunal consists of three judges, two 
of which must always preside, or no legal decision can be ob- 
tained. They meet every day in the week, (except Sundays^ 
and holy-days,) at 10 o'clwk, A. M. and are empowered to try 
actions for debt to the amount of, from fitly to one hundred 
dollars; to determine as to seamen's vja^e* t^f> o-'^^ aiwjin*!, 
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and in actions of assault and battery, or false imprisonmeiit;. 
among seamen and passengers. Ii is distinct from all other' 
courts of justices ; has no power to hold sessions of the peacef 
but as to keeping the peace, it has the same power as other 
magistrates. 

H^'ard District Courts. Besides the Marine Court, there are 
6ve jfasistant Justices, each of which holds a court every day, 
in his particular district. The first district comprises ihejtrstj 
second, and third Wards ; the second district comprises the 
fourth and Jix(A wards; the third district comprises the _y^A 
eigktk,a.ndL fourteenth wards; the fourth district comprises tbe 
seventh,te7ith^nA thirteenth wards; and the fifth district com- 
prises tbe ninth and twelfth wards. At these courts are tried 
questions of debt and trespass to the aniount of fifty dollars. 
Tbeyalsodeterminecases where penalties are sued for underlhe 
act for levying duties "on strong liquors, and for regulating inns 
and taverns;" or for violation of the city laws respecting cart* 
men, hackney coachmen, &c. and generally all actions com- 
petent to all other justices in the state, where the amount does 
not exceed fifty dollars. 



i 



NIGBT WATCH. 



Although it is admitted that this department is as well regula- 
ted in the city of New-York, as in any other populous city in tht 
United States, yet it is obvious to every one that there is much 
room for improvement. The safety of our lives and property, 
should he entrusted to men worthy of the most implicit cunfi* 
dence; and to procure such men for our nightly guardians a 
better compensation should be olTered than is now given. In- 
deed, the Watch Department of such a city as New-York, 
ought of right to be a guard of honour, entitled to such pay 
and prerogatives, as would make the situation desirable for the 
most respectable of our younger citizens. It ought to be placed, 
at least, on a level with the fire-department, and the same or 
equal priviledges extended to the watchmen ; each of whom 
should give ample security for the faithful discharge of his du~ 
ties. After having served a certain number of years, he might 
then retire, and remain for life exempt from military or jury, 
duty, whilesome other enterprising ynungman succeeded tohig^ 
situation, as guardian of the public safety. Were the D*ct1 
partment permanently placed on such a fooling, its benign aair 
salutary efiecls would be speedily felt and acknowledged. 
TVi/s de/iarlment, at present, is under the immediate di 
fion of tbe Corporation; who appomlicirtiefe^O 
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householders, being citizens of the State, to act as " Captainaof 1 
the Night Watch." It is the duty of the Capiaiits, oiider the 
direction of the Watch Committee, to fix the rounds of the 
Watchmen, prescribe their duTiefl, anii visit iheir stations. 
When a Watchman is guilty of misconduct, the captain of the 
district may suspend him till the pleasure of the Coramon Coun- 
cil is known. He must make a return, early in the morning, 
to the Justices of the Police, of the number and names of 
watchmen attending the preceding night, and the del'aulls, if 
any. Each captain receives $1 S72 cents for every night's 
service in that capacity. 

The watchmpn are divided into companies, and to each com- 
pany is added twelve persons denominated iu6«(i{tffpit, to act 
in case of absence of the regular watchmen. If found sleep- 
ing, or unnecessarily absent, or intoxicated while on duty, or 
gaility of disorderly behaviour, the watchmen are dismissed. 
Their duly is t(i receite ofienders into custody, and to detain 
them until discharged. Their salary is 87J cents for every 

Besides the particular dut^ allotted to them in their re- 
spective districts, the captains and watchmen, in case of a riot, 
disorder, or on any necessary occasions, must assist those in 
other districts. Captains or Watchmen, who do not obey the 
orders of the members of the corporation, or of the justices of 
the police, are removed from oflSce. 

PIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Previous to the year 1798, the citizensof ^ew-York volunta- 
rily engageil in taking ihe char^ and management of the Fire 
Engines. It having been deemed expedient, however, to cre- 
ate an organized body, placed in a more permanent fooling, the 
Legtslaturi' granted an act of incorporation, on the 20ih day 
of March, in the above year, by which the Firemen of the 
city of New- York were "constituted and declared tn be a. 
body politic, in fact and in name, by the name of the "Fire- 
Department:" — to continue until the first Tuesday in April, 
ISIO. On the li^th of April, 18l6, this charter was renew- 
ed for a longer term, which will not expire until the tirst of 
May. 1838. 

By the rules and regulations of the Common Council, a 
Chief Bnffineer is appointed, with a salary of J800 dollars 
per annum, to whom is con^ded the sole and absolute con- 
troul over all persona belonging to the fice-de98rttnevL*.-, vW 
charge of the fire engines, firebuckcte, Viw»e*i »'«*-'^«'~'" 
Cc 2 
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fire appEiralus. These he eiamines tvice every year, and re- 
ports to the Coinmon Council as loiheir condition, together with 
the names of the members of the difTerenl associations; which 
report is pubhshed in the newspapersevery month of January. 
He also reports all accidents by fire, the number and descrip- 
tion of the buildings destroyed or injured, the names and oc' 
cupations of the suSeres, and llie probable causes of the lire) 
which are registered by the City Inspector. 

Fire Wardens are appointed by the Common Council ; and 
attached to such company in the (vard, having ari engine, as 
the Mayor judges proper. 

They receive s certificate of appointment under the seal 
of the Mayorality. In every ward they form separate cotnpar 
nies, choose, amongst themselves, a Foreman and Clerk, and 
make regulations for their own government. 

Vacancies are filled up on the recommendation of the Chief 
Engineer, but none aie ehgible unless they have been firemen 
for five years. Fire wardens proceed to the spot, on an alarm 
of fire, assist in procuring water to the engines, prevent the 
hose from being trodden on ; and keep idle and suspected per- 
sons at a distance. In the months of June and Dicember 
they examine all fire-places, hearths, chimnies, stoves and 
pipes, ovens, boilers, kettles, Sec, and if defective, order the 
owners immediately to repair them ; the penalty of non-com- 
pi iance with these orders, is tweniy-five dollars. They also 
examine all buildings, livery and other stables, hay-boats or 
vessels, and places where gunpowder, hemp, flax, tow, hay, 
rushes, firewood, boards, shingles, shavings, or other com- 
bustible materials, may be lodged, and give orders for theirre- 
moval, or safe custody, under a penally of twenty-five dol- 
lars. Reports of disobcdiance of orders to be made by the war< 
dens to the Foreman, under a penally often dollars. 

The firemen are divided into companies, and choose a Fore- 
roan, Assistant, and Clerk, out of their own number. Theii 
duty is to convey the engines to where a fire breaks out, and 
to work them under the direction of the engineer. To aecus- 
tom them to this, and to keep the engines in order, the firemen . 
drawlhemout, work and clean ihein, in the months of May, 
June, July, - ugust, September, October, and November; 
penalty of not attending a fire, three dollars; of neglecting 
to cleanse the engine one dollar, besides being liable to dismis- 
sal. Firemen also receive a certificate of appointment. As 
distinguishing badges at fires, the members i>f the Common 
Council carry a wand wilh a gilded plume at the top ; the 
Enginea- wears Si kaXh:U cap, painted white, wilh a gilded 
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I'roDl, and a Gae engine blossomed thereon, and carry a speak- 
ing iruinpet, paiated black, wiili the words " Chief Engineer," 
"£ngiaeer No. 1," &c. in while painted on their caps. The 
fire-wardens wear a hat, the brim black, the crown painted 
white, with the city ainnE blaKoo^ on tlie I'roiit, and carry a 
speaking trumpet, painted white, vrflh the word " Warden" in 
black. The lireiaen, liave also ttietr distinguishing badges. 

When a building takes fire in the night, notice is immediate- 
ly given, by the watchmen, <o all the members of the Com- 
mon Council, engineers, fire-wardens, foremen, and bell- 
ringers, within their district B. The watchmen call out "Fire!" 
the bells are set a ringing, and the inhabitants place lighted 
candles at their windows, to facilitate the passage through the 
streets: — neglect of duty in watchmen, subjectsto a penalty 
of one hundred dollars. 

Constables and Marshalls of the city attend, with their 
staves of office, and obey the orders of the members of the 
Corporation, under a penalty of ten dollars. No vessels, or. 
otiier obstructions to be placed in the way of floating engines 
on the river, under a penally of fifty dollars. 

The occupier of every dwelling-house, in which a chim- 
ney, stove-pipe, or flue lakes fire, through neglect is Itableta 
a penalty of $5 dollars. Carpenters must cause their shav- 
ings to be carefolly put away every day after work, under a 
penalty of $5 dollars- To light a fire in any street, road, or 
lane, (except for boiling tar, not six feet from the end of the 
way,5 subjects to a penalty of SlO dollars. Hay or straw in 
any stack or pile uncovered, within a certain district — and hay, 
straw, hemp, flax, shavings, or rushes, kept in any building, 
not buiii of stone or brick, and covered with tile or slate 
within ten feet of any dwelling-house or chimney, subject to a 
penalty of ^25 dollars, and ten dollars for every twenty-four 
hoursthey remain after notice of removal. To use a lighted 
lamp or candle in a storehouse, unless securely placed in a 
lanlcrn, forfeits ten dollars.* 

At the last annual report of the Chief Engineer, (Jameson 
Cox, Est}.) dated June 5th 1826, there were in the city, (orty- 
iwo Engines in good order,<and four Engines in indiOerenl 
order, five Hook and Ladder trucks, and one Hose Waggon, 
eight thousand seven hundred and thirty-four feet of good 
Hose, eight hundred and fifty-one feet of ordinary, andseventy- 
one feet of bad, making in tlie whole, (including si^ hundred 
ftet at the New Alms-hooseO ten thousand iwo hundred and 
jifty-sixfeet; also, two hundred and fifty-five fiteBuclw.is,i.Q. 

' Vide Picturo ot ^e- 




lADK, COHMKRCE 



K}d order. Also, twenty-eight Ladders and thirty K _ 

'he total nuiDber of M«n belonging tn the Fire DepBrtment,', 

when the Companies are full, includiog the Engineers and J 

Fire- Wardens, is one thousand three hnndredandfoTty-n.vea.% 
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The following is a list of the Civil Officers in the City eu 
County o! New-York. Those distinguished by an asiprisk'fl 
Cj areelected bj the people, at ihe General Election, on tb« 
first Monday of November, annually. A section (§j denotes 
those who are elected once in three years. The others are ap- 
pointed by the diinmon Coancil, and removable at pleasure ; . 
excepting the Recorder, and other Judicial Officers, who ar< j 
appointed in the manner prescribed by the aeventh section ad 
the/o«r(A article o( the New Constilution of the state. ^ 

Mayor, Recorder, * Aldermen, * Assistant do. ^ Sheriff, ' 
^ Register, § Coroner, ^ Clerk of the County, Clerk of the 
Combton Council, Chamberlain, Comptroller, Collector of 
City Revenue, Collector of Ariearages of Taxes, Collectors 
of Assessments, Street Cnmmissiuner, Assistant do. Saperiiw 
tendanl of Streets, Assistant do. City Inspector, AsaistaatCrJ 
do. Superintendanls of Repairs, Counsellor to the Boanft J 

Attorney, do. Public Administrator, Surrogate, Judge aim 

the Court of Common Pleas, Judge of General Sessional 
Judge of the Marine Court, Justices of Ward DislricI Countfl 
Clerks of do. Police Justices, Clerks of do. Marshalla pf dtM 
First Marshall, High Constable, * Assessors, * Collecttntffl 
* Constables, Health officer, Resident Physician, H ealth Com- 
missioner, Superintendant of rhe AInis-House, Commissioners 
of do. Clejrk of do. House Physician and Surgeon Bellevue, 
Keeper of the Penitentisri, Assistants do. Physician of (he 
City Prison, Keeper of do. Keeper of Potters-Field, Keeper 
of the City Hall, Assistant dp. Printers to the Corporation, 
City Surveyors, Clerks of the Markets, Inspector of Hacks, 
Wharf Contractors, Inspeclor of Weights and Measures, Seat ■ 
ers of do. Regulater of Public Clocks, Engineers and Wardetu^ 
of the Fire Department, Captains f the Walch Districts, Xn- 1 
spectors, Guagers, Weighers, " 



CHAPTER XII. 

TKADE, COMUEllCB ANI> MANUFACTURES. 

The location of the city of New-York is admirably adapWd i 
/o (Ae /jurposes of CojomeiciaV £ii\er?i\se. OnevvVveivsteui 



a majestic river, cotumunicaiing wicb the nin»t fertile regions 
of the Western, North<;rn, and Kastern sectious of the United 
States ; and before her is an am) of the ocean unequalled foe 
beauty and convenience by any other Bay in the world. This, 
with very few and rare exceptions, is open and unobstructed 
at all seasons in the year. With such superior natural advanta- 
ges, and a corresponding spirii of enterprise in her citiiens, 
there is no wonder thai this city has became the grand empori- 
um i>t" the Western World. The revenue collected at this 
pori, umounis lo about one fourth of the whole sum collected 
by the General Government throughout the United Slates ! ' 
From this circumstance alone may be derived some idea of her 
commercial greatness ; but when the view is extended to her 
inlajid trade, by means of navigable rivers, and a Canal of , 
near four hundred miles in length, the idea must be much en- 
larged, and will consequently iiprDxiniate nearer to a correct 
estimate. 

The following table of exports, customs, and tonnage, du- 
ring the respective years, will show the increase of commerce, 
since the year 1814, at which period our country was involv- 
ed in war with Great Britain. 
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VEAR 


EXPORTS ! TOTAL. 


CUSTOMS. TONMAGR 


A. 1>. 


DOMBSTIC. 1 PORBIGN. 


A-OFBX. 


DUTIES. 


1815 


4,1 Hg, 951 


746,558 


4,936,509 


14,554,645 


1S16 


10,475,985 


3,470,613 


13,946,598 


10,785,354 


)8ir 


12,659,197 


4,384,817 


17,024,014 


6,329,123 


1818 


11,873,934 


5,720,237 


17,594,171 


8,259,011 


1819 


6,542,742 


4,318,923 


10,861,665 


6,480,633 


1820 


7,034,312 


4,735,199 


11,769,511 


5,487,974 


1821 


8,102,522 


4,022 123 


12,124,645 


7,243,342 


1822 


9,228,G3I 


6,177,063 


15,405,694 


9,941 702 


1823 


11,526,632 


9,563,064 


21,089,696 


9,022, *3 5 


182-1 


11,657,312 


10,652,050 


22,309,362 


11,178,139 


1825 


19,257,749 14,774,530 


34,032,279 


15,752,100 


J 826 


10,743,846 


8,693,383 


19,437,229 


11,525,862 



At ESTABLISHMENTS. 



It will naturally be supposed thai such a rapid increase of 
trade as New- York has experienced since the revolution, roust 
have given existence to a corresponding number of commer- 
cial establishments. Rut whether the increase of such estab- 
lishments be in exact ratio with the prog^teaa o( towi'Kwswi «^ 
nat, if/safactthattheroarenaw^lft'il^"^*'^*^*^-* 
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cewlol opermtion, tixtetn Banla, with an aggregate < 
jf 16,500,000 ; Un Marine lasuranee Companies, wfatis 
bined capiiaU amount lo $4,600,000; and thirty-QH^ Fire 
Ittmrance Contpanift, with capitals proportionably liberal ! 1 
Ail these together with other inonied institutions, trill be treat- 
ed of in the proper place. 



This edifice is located m Walt-street, corner of Nassau-street 
•in the site of the otdCiiy Hall. IlisahandsoniL-brick building, 
four stories in height, fronting the head of Broad-street, where 
ure situated the Public Stores, atiaclied to this < stablishment. 

The hours ol* doing business are from 10 o'clock A. M. un- 
til 3 o'clock, P. M. But Entries must be made before one 
fi'clock. There is a cnllector, two Deputy Collectors, a Cash- 
ier, an Audil.ir, a Navel Officer, Depuiy Navel Officer: Sur- 
veyor and Inspector. Deputy do. four Inspectors of the Reve- 
nue, and sixteen Clerks, who have desks in the public rooms, 
to which there is every facility of access. This department 
lakes cugntzance ofall goods, wares, and merchandize, import- 
ed into New. York, in American or foreign ships or vessels j 
and also all passengers. 

With respect to passengers, it is required by law that an 
entry be made at the Custom House, on their arrival, of theur 
names, clothes, tools, or impliments of trade or professions) 
(all which are exempt from duty) and an oaih taken respecting ' 
them ; the form of which, and of the entry, to be had at the 
office gratis. Cabin passengers make this entry themselves, 
and pay twenty cents each for a permit ; on exhibiting 
which, 10 the Custom House Officer on board, ihey are allow- 
ed to remove their baggage, after it has been inspected. Only 
one entry and pe niit is necessary for a family, and only twen- 
ty cents demanded, whatever may be the number of the fami- 
ly. Remains of sea-atores, such as tea, sugar, foreign spirits, 
and wines, are liable to pay duties ; but unless these are 
of great bulk or quantity, they are generally allowed to pass 
free. " 

An entry is usually made, by the master of the vessel ; of 
the steerage passengers and their baggage ; ihey pay each 
twenty cents for a permit. When entry is made by any per- 
son not the owner ; he gives bonds for payment of the dulics. 
if any ; and if, after entry is raude at the Custom House, and 
the oath taken, any article liable to pay duty is found belong- J 
ing to a passenger, and not specified in the entry, it is forfeited, ' 



ttie entry, it isiorieitcd, ? 
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and the person id whose baggage the article is found, subject- 
ed ill trfblv the value. 

In addition to tlie foregoing reflations, it is provided by a 
law of the stale, that every in^ster of a vessel arriving from a 
foreign country, or from Rny other of the United Stales, " shall, 
within twenty 'four hours aller entering his vessel at the Custom 
House, maLe a report in writing, on oath, to the Mayor; or 
in case of his sickness or absence to the Recorder of the said 
city, of the name, age, and occupation, of every person who 
shall have been brought as passenger in snch ship or vessel on 
her last voyage, upon pain of forfeiting, for every neglect or 
omission to make such report, the sum of seventy-five dollars 
for every alien, and the sum of fifty dollars for every other 
person neglected to be so reported as aforesaid." The mas- 
ter (oust also give bond, that none of his passengers shall 
become chargeable upon the poor rates of the city for the 
space of two years, if he permit an alien to come ashore be- 
fore he grants this bond, he subjects himself to a penalty of jiee 
hundred dollars. 

Ftes of office to the Collector tuid Naval Offieer. — Entry 
of a vessel of 100 tons or upwards, two dollars and fifty cents ; 
Clearance of a vessel of 100 tons or upwards, two dollars and 
fifty cents; Entry of a vessel under 100 tons, one dollar and 
fifty cents; Clearance of a vessel under 100 tons, one doUar 
and fifty cents; Every post Entry, two dollars; Permit to 
laud goods, twenty cents ; Every Bond taken ofhcially, forty 
cents; Permit to load goods, for re-exportation for draw- 
back, ihirlj cents; Debenture or other official certificate, 
twenty centtf": Bill of health, twenty cents; Official document 
(register escepted) required by any person, twenty cents. 

To the Suroeyor, — Admeasuring and certifying the saine,of 
every ship or vessel of 100 tons and under, per ton one ce 
Admeasurement of every ship or vessel above 100 Ions, i 
not exceeding 200 Ions, one dollar and fifty cents; Above 200 ' 
tons, two dollars} For all other services on board any ship er 
veBselof 100 tons or upwards, having on hoard goods, wares, 
or merchandir.e, subject to duty, three dollars; For tike ser- 
vices on board any shipior vessel of less than 100 Ions, one 
dollar and fifty cents ; On all vessels not having on board 
goods, wares ur merchandize, subject to duty, 6C 2-3. 
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QluB in (lous - - 
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Office 55 IFaU-slreeC. 
Vessels and goods arriving in a damaged state, and requit- 
ed to be suld at auclion rurtbt: benefit ofuLiderwrilersout ot 
the city of New- York, must be under the inspection of the 
wardens, who may be required to certify the cause of the dam- 
age, and amount of sale and charges. Feea as follows : — Ij 
per cent, on gross amount of sales; and for each survey on 
board of any vesset,at any store, oralon|r[hedocksor wharres, 
$3 on damaged goods; each survey on hull, spars, rigging, 
&c. 05i each certificate $1,25; do. of distress of said vessel 
$2,50; same services for veasel.i paybg foreign duties and 
tonnage, double. 
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Office corner of Fulfon and iVater Streets. 

Fees. — Ou vessels unloading ij cents per ton. Vessels 
paying foreign duties and tonnage, double ; which must be paid 
within 43 hours after arrival. 

Schooners and Sloops in the coasting Trade, 2 dollars. For 
adjusting any difference respecting situation, 2 dollars. 

wEioars ANB measuubs. 

Sealers' Fees.— Beams, Yard and Dry Measure, laj cents 
each. Liquor Do. 3 cents. Weights 3 to 6 cents, with ii 
reasonable compensation for adjusting. 



INSPECTORS FBE3. 

Every wt. of 14lbs. or upwards, els. -....- 3 

of smaller denomination, -_..-- Ij 

Every liquid measure, 2 J 

Every yard, and dry measure, --------3 ^M 

Every scale beam, ----.---' ---^ ^M 

■" ^'^ I 



^^^ Chargeable per tnonth, as tgtablished by the Neiv-York 
Chamber tif Commerce at a stated meeting held on the second , 



BATES OF STORAGE. 



of March,lSl9. 



AlmaD 



D TrailB I 



Ainee, pni and pear], libl- • 6 

Beef, bbl. 6 

Baltlei,ql. iDmaUerorhiup.gr, 8 
Bark, qiiercilron in cnski, ton fiO 
Sagging tot. looic or in bales, pt 3 
Butter in firkius DfeOlbs per fir.2 
Brandy, see Liqunrs. 
Candlea.bxtofeOpreolba bi. 2 
ChocDlaleiu bxi.of 60 Ibt. boi3 
Cncoa, ID bagi. pet cw(. • 2il 

in casks do 3 

Coffee, iu caikB, do. - - BJ 

in bagi, do. . - - - B 

Copperas, in caski, per Ion. 40 
Copper in piga. - do - - SO 
in abeeti or bolts. Ion 30 

Cordage, per Ion. ■ - - - 50 
Cauia, in maU orbu percwt 10 
Cotton Am iu iq bales, 30Ulbi 12j 

do. in round bales do. )6 

W.I. in proporlion to round 

E.I.iubnleB,per8U0lbs. 9 

Cheese, casks, bss or Inoae, cwi 3 
Duck, heaiy, per boll, ■ Ij 

.RaveM or Russia sheel. pc. % 

Dry gdi. in bii or b. 40 en. fi ^0 
Fiah, pickled per bbl. - - - (i 
— .dry in cVt. or boxes cwl. 4 

Pigs, in frails bis or drums cwt. 3^ 

Flu, per ion, 60 

Flaueed, or other dry nrticlea iu 

tierces of 7 busbs. per lierce, 10 

Flour, or other dry arti. iabblB.4 

Earthen iocrateiofBaioailft.lS 

inhhds. of 40 to 90 ft. 30 

Grain, in bulk, per bushel, - 1 
Ginger, iu bags, per rwt. . . 2 
GlB«.»'i'"l'"'p''''"'*p"'>f60ft. H 
Gin, see Llquon. 
Hemp, per to"! 7& 



sailed, per hidcl} 
iksbf40cu.ft. 40 
,sorbx.pr™..4 






lEors 



d pig 01 



1. per ion,: ■ 
nnoilp - 
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. . hhd. oriJOgab. 

(olhei casks in ptoportioo) 30 

NbJIs in catks. per CWI, • - S 

Oil in bhils. or unski 1 10 gdli. 30 

in eheslsof 30 flaska per ch 4 

bat'dinbxsDrbasketidoi. Ij 

Puinii, in casks or kegs, Con 40 
"--' per bbl - - - - 6 




n other pack, perci 

in bags pet cwt. 
n casks per c«ft. • 3iH 
ir bulk per bnihe!. 1 ' 
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es of a 
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iugar, raw In bs. or bxs pr civt 2 

do in casks, pet cwl, SJ 

refined, in casks or pack. 3 

allow, in caskt or seroona, ct 2 
'ea, bohoa, in whole chesU, 15 

do in half chesis - - S 
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Tea, green or black in qr. cheM>4j 

in bu in proporlioo to qr ch 

Tin, block, per I 



DfuauiUtlK, p 
Tobacco, in hhda. pertibd. 

On ariicles on wlijcli the 
stood lo be on the gross 
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Tobacco .ipanf. in kegsoflOOIbi 

Wmes, Bee Llqnnra. 

Wooils rnril/ingjUndercoTert. 

Wlijfiiig, in hdda. p«r ton 
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s fixed by wpight, it is uncle 
t, and on Liquors, Oil, &c. ( 
ich the rale refers Id gallonsjii is understood to been the whole 
capacilf of the casks, nhelher full or not, — The proprietor ot 
Goods fo be at the expense of putting (hem in store, stowing^ 
awayj and turning out of atoTB. — All goi'ds taken on stor- 
age, to be subject to one month's alnrage ; if taken out 
within 15 days after the expiration of the month, to pa^ 
half a month's storage; if after 15 days, a whole month's sto- 
rage. 

BATES OW FILDTAGK. 

Every Pilot who shall take charge of any vessel to the e 



[1 ihe Eastern Ridge, 
moors safely such vessel to a 
o the southward or eastward 
to the following rates, to wit: 
ind those who are entitled by 
n vessels, the 



ward or southward of thi 
near the Bar, an>< conducts and 
proper wharf; or from the city I 
ol said buoy, is entitled by law, 
— For vessels of the U. Stales, i 
treaty to enter upon the same |< 

sums which follow : — Every vessel drawing less than 14 feet, 
1,50 cents per foot. Do. drawing 14 feet, and less than 18, 1 
75 cents per fool. Do. drawing 18 feet or upwards, 2^S 
cents per foot. Thesame rates of pilotage to be allowed, fot 
any vessel that may be piioied any where within the Hool^ 
whose master or owner does not wish thesame to 'e broufrht 
to the city wharves. Half pilotage lo be alioped lo any pilot 
who shall take charge of a vessel to westward of the While 
Buoy. No pilotage whatsoever to be given to any pilot, un- 
less he shall take charge of a vessel to the southward of ihe 
upper Middle Ground, nor unless such vessel =ihall be of TO tons 
burthen, provided the usual signal be not given in which case 
half pilotage is to be allowed. Between the first day of No- 
vember and the first of April, inclusive, four Dollars addition- 
al to be allowed, for vessels of ten feet water and upwards } if 
less than ten feet, two.dollars. One fourth additional to be 
given to the pilots, who shall take charge of vessels out of 
sight of the Light House. For every day any pilot shall be 
required to remain on board, three AoV^a'ge.iftscs^ ^>ai>H^» 



3l6 TIADE, caHWBRCB, 

vtmda not entitled by treaty to enter on the tame terras 
iboK of the U, S, to pav one-fourth addii'tona! to the pilots, 
aad sIm five dollars over and above the foregoing 
pilotage. 

BATKS OF COMMI3SIOKS. 

Recommended for general adoption, and allowed hy the 
'NetP-York Chamber of Commerce, when no agreement subsittt 
la the contrary, etlablMedal a statedmeettng on tke^dof 
March, 1S19. 



1 



On the Sale of Merchandise, 5 per cent. — Sale or Purchase 
of Stocks, I per cent — Specie, \ per cent — Purchase and 
Shipment of Merchandise, ivitii funds in hand : — otttke ag- 
gregate amount of cost* and charges, 2\ percent — Drawing 
' or endorsing Bills in all cases, 2 J per cent — Vessels Selling or 
Purchasing, 2j per cent — Procuring Freight, 5 per cent — 
Collecline Freight on general average, 2j per cent — Outfits or 
disbursements, with funds m hand, 2jj per cent — Effecting Ma- 
rine Insurance, in aJl cases, vhen the premium doe^ not ex- 
ceed 10 per cent, on Ike amount itutired, J per cent — When 
the premium exceeds 10 per cent, on the amount of premium, 
5 per cent — Collecting Dividends on Stock, J per cent — Col- ' 
lecting delayed or litigated accounts, 5 per cent^ Adjusting 
and collecting Insurance Losses, 2j per cent — Receiving and ' 
paying Monies, from which no other commission is derived, 

1 pi'i' cent — Remittances in Bills, in all cases, ^ per cent-^ 
Landing and re-shipping Goods, from vessels in distress on 
the value, 2j per cent — Receiving and forwarding Goods, 
entered at the Custom-House, oa the value, 1 — and 2 J per 
cent on responsibilities incurred. 

ON INLAND BUSIKEes. 

On the Sale of Merchandise, 2 J per cent — Purchase and 
Shipment of Merchandise, or accepting for Purchases, with- ' 
out funds or property in hand, 2^ pprcent — Sale or Purchase 
of Slocks, 1 per cent — Sale or purchase of Specie, J per cent 
— Sale of Bills of Exchange with endorsement, J per cent — 
Sale of Bank Notes or Drafts not current, J per cent — Selling 
or endorsing Bills of Exchange, 2} per cent — Selling or Pur- 
chasing Vessels, 2J per cent — Chartering to proceed to other 
porta to load, 2-J- per cent — Procuring or collecting Freight, 

2 J per cent — Outfits or Disbursements. 2 J per cent — Collect- 
ing general average, 2j per cent — Effecting Marine Insuranc- 
es, in all cases, when the premium does not exceed 10 per cent 
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Ml Ike amottnt mmreil, ^ per ceot — When the premium ex- 
ceeds 10 ))er cent, on the amount of premium, 5 p^ t cent, — 
Adjusting and collecting Insurance Losses, '2\ pel' cent — Col- 
lecting Dividends on Stocks, \ per cent — Collecting Bills, and 
paying over the amount, or receiving and paj'ing Monies from 
which no other Commission is derived, 1 per cent — Keceiv- 
ing and forwarding Goods, on lite value, 3 per cent — Tha 
same when entered for duly or Debenture, 1 per cent — Remit- 
tances in Bills, in all cases, \ per cent- 

The above Commissions to be exclusive ol' the guarantee 
of debts /or sales on Credit, Storage, Brokerage, and every 
other charge actusU} Incurred. — The risk of loss by fire, un- 
less Insurance be ordered, and of robbery, theft, and other 
unavoidable occurrences, if the usual care be taken to sc 



the properly, is in 
the goods.— When I 
relumed under protest, for non-acceplance or non-payment] 
the same commission to be charged as though they were duly 
honoured. On Consignment of Merchandise, withdrawn or 
re-shipped — Full Commission to be charged to ihe extent of 
advances or responsibilities incurred, and half Commissioa qp 
the residue of ihevali 



Anchors, S'lills, Cambooses, percwl. 15cts; Cables per cwt. 
20 cents; Old Rigging, Junk, Old Copper, Old Brass, Old 
Iron, Cork, Wood, Deer Skius, Moss and Oakum When 
loose, Iron, Hollow Ware, and Sassafrass Root, cwl 
cenls; — Braailleito Wood, Hatch Wood, Carrots of Tobac- 
co, Iron Wire, Hams, Fish, Fruit in boxes or drums, Snake 
Root, and other medicinal Roots, Camwood, cwt. Scents; — 
Hemp, Flax, Hides, Grind Stones, Cassia in bundles, Bra- 
nil Sugar in large boxes, Nicaragua Wood, cwt. 4cent8; — 
Loose Cheese, Loose Twine, Drugs, Dye Stuffs, Rolls of Sheet 
Lead, Copper in sheets. Brass and Zinc in Sheets, Cocoa, Pi- 
menla, Pepper, and Almonds, cwt. 3 cents ; Cotton, per 
bale, Scents; Kentucky Tobacco in hhds. per hhd. 23 centsj 
Virginia and other heavy Tobacco, hhd. 31 J cents;— Rolls 
of Hempen Yarn, each 20 cents ;— Deer Skins and olher> 
Peltry, Hay, Wool, Feathers, Moss, Oakum in bales or 
bundles. Indigo, Cassia in boxes, cwt. 10 cents;— Kegi of 
Tobacco, Lard, Butter, Eaisins, Nails, each, 4 cents ; — Indi- 
go, Rhubarb, Barks in seroons, Cheese in casks, Tobacco 
■ inhales, each, 6 cents;— Bohea. Tea, t'n^s'-i^^'^''^'^-'^'^^ 



JlB RATES OP POSTAGE. 

half eheal, 6cenis; — Other Tcbs, 4 cenU ; — All olhet arli- 
clej noi pnumnated, 2 cents per tOO lbs. if amnunliog lo 10 
dollars; butifunrfer lOdolUn, 1 cent per lOOlbs. tobealloved. 
Il ii itie duly of every Weigh master, il* required, to make 
a return uf the respective articles so neigbed, »nd where it 
can be done, In mark on each the weight in blacking or red 
chalk, in leg;ible and durable ligures. All ivcii^rli masters musl 
attend pt'rsonalJy, (excvpt in sickness or inabiliij) to the du- 
liei of their offices, and if any shall ask or receive an; thing 
more fur his servi'ci's than is allowed ns above, lorfeils 50 dot 
iars. One scale imly to be used by each WtiaJimasier, under a 
like penalty. For moving scales, a sudi not exceeding tme 
dollar ia lo b« allowed. 



This important and respectable institution tvas formed as 
long ago as llie year 1768, by twenty merchants who as so c in ted 
" for the purpose of promoting and extending all jitslandlaBr- 
ful commerce: and lor aflbrding relief lo decayed members, 
their widows and children." They obiained a charter on the 
irib, March, 1770, by which they are enabled to hold prop- 
erty to the value of ^SOOO sterling per annum; and un the ISth 
uf April, 1784, these privileges were confiimed and perpel- 
ualed by the slate legislature. The Chamber of Commerce 
holds its annual meetings on the first 'I'uesday of May : and 
on the first Tuesday of every month, there is also a general 
meeting, at which a committee of five are appointed to deter- 
mine all mercantile disputes subsisting between the membenM*- 
ic being a settled law of the Chamber, that they shall " submit 
ix'A disputed matters of accounts in which they may be concenv- 
ed with each other, to the final arbiirntinn or determination 
either of the monthly committee, or of such of the members 
as may be chosen by the parlies or the corporation collectively, 
on pain of being expelled the Chamber. 

The diamber of Commerce holds its meetings in the new. 
Exchange, in Wall-street; in the basement story of which 1*1 
ronvenienily located 



The elegant and capacious rooms approprialed to this de- 
partment are on the South-«ast wing of the Exchange in Gar^ 
den-street; but are approached also from WalUtreer, through 
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ail arched enlrancp on each side at the portico. It is the m 
convenient eBtablishm en t of the kind in the Untied States. 



Single Letter*. — Any distance not exceeding SO miles, 6 
cents; Over 30 and not exceeding 80 miles, 10 cents; Over 
80 and not exceeding 150 miles, 12j cems ; Over 150 and not 
exceeding 300 miles, 18J cents : Over 400 miles, 25 cenla. — 
Doubtc Lefters, or ibose composed of two pieces of paper, 
are cliai^d with double those rates. — Triple and Quadntplf 
hettcrs, cliarged accordingly. Every Packet composed of 
four or more pieces ul paper, and weighing one ounce, or 
more, Is to be charged with single postage for each quarter of 
an ounce; except letters conveyed by water-mails, which are 
not to be charged with more than quadruple postage, unless the 
packets actually contain more than four distinct letters. Ship 
Lcf/er« not carried by Mail, G cents- — Each Newspaper car- 
ried not over 100 miles, I cent; Over 100 miles, 1 J do. But if 
carried toany Post Office in the state in which it is prin[ed,what- 
ever may be the distance, 1 cent. — Magazines and p'ataphlets 
are rated by the sheet, Not over SO miles per sheet, 1 cent; 
Over SO and not over 100 miles, 1\ cents; Greater dlstances^S 
cents; /'eriorficaf or regular Pamphlets, not over 100 miles ij 
cents; over 100 miles, 2j cents; nuf periodical under 100 
miles, 4cenLs; over 1 00 miles, G cents a sheet. 

Letters going out of ihe United States, must be paid for, when 
lodged in the Post Office, except for Upper and Lower Canadaj 
ivhich are forwarded to [lie lines without being paid for. 

POST DAYS AT NEW-YOnK. 

The Eastern Mail is closed every day at liaifpasi 7 o"clockj 
A, M. and arrives daily at 7 o'clock, A. M. 

The Southern Mail is closed daily at 2 o'clock, P. M, and 
also for Philadelphia at 5 A. M. and arrives every day at 
7 o'clock, A.M. 

The Tennessee, Western Alabama, Louisiana, New-Orleans, 
.MiBBissippi, Kentucjey, Miseouri, Illinois, Indiana, Mickigai 
and Arkantaw Mails, daily. 

The Swiflture Mail, via Springfield, N. J. and Jenkinton, 
(Penn.) closes every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, at 
2 o'clock, P. M. with the Southern Mail, and anivcs Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays, A. M. 

The Northern Mail, (via HudsoTt, ?4.^^"w.^Vfi«A. ^>!:^ 
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Tuefday, Thunday and Salurilay, at 3 o'clock, A. M. and 
arrives, every Sunday. Wifdnesday and Friday, in the after- 
noon. Steam Boat Mails close une hour and a. half before the 
departure ol'ihe boats. 

The tFeiUrn Mallia Albany, (via Hackensack, N. J. Go- 
shen and Kingston, N. ¥.) is closed every Monday, Wednes- 
day anii Friday, at 11 o'clock, A. M. and arrives every Sun- 
[lay, Wednesday aud Friday, in itie afternoon. 

The Western Mail, via Wnrdsbiidge, Blooraingburg, &c. to 
Geneva, closes oo the Mmc hour with tlie steamboat Mail for 
Albany, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. In the iviii- 
ter, it is closed with the Western Mail, via Hackensack, as 

The Acquackanock 8nd Patf rson Mails close daily at 8 A.M. 

The Dot-er Mails (via I'aieraon and Dover, N. Y. Rldgfield, 
Conn.) are closed evcrj Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, at 
1 o'clock, I'. M. 

Mails for Bloomfield, Caldwell, and Parsipany, Rockaway 
and Rockaway Valley, N.J. will be made up every Monday 
and Friday, at 5 P. M. and will arrive every Tuesday and Sa- 
turday, A. M. 

The Mail for Millsion, N. J. will be made up every Tuesday 
and Saturday, with the Southern mail, 

Mails for Bellville, N.J. will be closed every Tuesday, , 
Thursday, and Saturday, at 2 o'clock, P. M. and will arrive 
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, in ifae anernoun. 

The Mail for Newtown, Suckasunna, Longwood, Augusta, 
and Montrose, N. J. Milfoid, Dundaff, Clarksville, Montr()se, 
Silver Lake, Hopboiioni, Penn. and Caroline and Oswego, 
N. Y. will be closed at 4 o'clock, P. M. 

Long Island Mail.~Ma\U for Brooklyn and Jannica, ivill 
be dosed every day, (Sunday excepted) at 1 o'clock, P.M. , 
and arrive daily. - 

Mails for Flatbush, Hempstead, Jericho, Oyster Bay, Hunt- 
ington, Southampton, Sagharbour, and Easibampton, and the 
intermediate lotvns in that direction, close Thursdays, ai 3 A. Mi < 
and arrive Wednesdays, A. M. 

Slaten Inland Mail for Castleton, N, Y. will be closed every 
Thursday, at 8 o'clock, A. M. and arrive every Wednesday 
in the afternoon, and daily durina the summer. 

The Mail through Morrialown. N. J. to Easton and Wilkes- 
barre. Pa. and most of the towns in that direction, is closed 
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, and arrive in the af- 
ternoon of the same da ys- 

Ijelters and Newspupers are delivered ont oflbe Office eve-* 



ry day (except Sunday) at all lioiirs, from the rising of the 
sun till 8 o'clock, P. M. and on Sundays, Letters and Nens- 
papera are delivered froin the Office between the hours of 9 
and 10 in the morning, and between 1 and 2 in ibe afternoon. 



During the colonial government there was no incorporated 
liank in ihisslalej biiton the llihof April, 1782, ihe legisla- • 
ture,enaciedlbattheBankof"iVoWA^errra"shouiilbeabDdy 
politic, and corporate in thir slate, and prohibited the eslab- 
lilhment of other banks during the tear. This prohibition 
became void on the restoration of peace in the following year; 
and on the 2Xst of March, 1791, the "Bunkof New-York" 
cominenceil business as <t corporate body. Since that period, 
these establishments have gradually multiplied ibrbughoul the 
state, until every village of respecla61c magnitude is now sup- 
plied with a similar institution. The following is a list of 
Banks now doing business in the city of New-York. 

BranchBattkqflheVmtedStatea—lSWall-aireet. Charter- 
ed March 3, I8l6, to endure 20 years. Capital of the parent 
bank, §i35,000,0OO; New-York Branch, employs $2,500,000. 
Shares 100 dols. each United States holds 70,000 shares 
being 7.000,000 dollars in 5 per cent, stock. Individual sul 
scriplion 260,000 dols. Shares equal to 28,000,000 dollar 
The president of this Bank is ex-officio Loan officer of the " 
United States for the State of New-York. First Clerk in the , 
Loan Office is Wm. Ovington. Discount days Wednesdays 3 
and Saturdays. Dividends Isl of January and July, EleclionT^ 
in November. 

Bank of New-VorkSZ Wall-street. Incorporated March 
1791 — 10 endure until the 2d. Tuesday in May, 1811. Char- 
ter was renewed until 2d. Tuesday in May, 1832. Capital 
,$1,000,000. Election 2d. Tuesday in May. 500 dollars 
each share. Discount days, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Divi- 
dends Ist of May and November. 

Manhattan Bank — 23 Wall-street, incorporated in 1799. 
Charier unlimited. Capital •jf2,050,000. Election 1st Tues- 
day in December. 50 dollars each share. Discount days , 
Mondays and Thursdays. Dividends tenth of July and tenth '* 
of January. 

MercJtants' ^Banlc — 25 Wall-street. Instituted in 1 
Incorporated in 1805, to endure until the 1st Tuesday in June, 
.1832. Capita! $1,490,000. Election 1st Tuesday in Juno. 



50 dollars each share. Discount days, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. Dividends first of June and first of December. I 

Mechanici* Bank — ifi Wail-strei-i, Incorporated 23d of 
March, 1810, with acapilalof $1,500,000 — In l81l,iQcreas- 
ed capital to 2,000.000 dollars. To endure until the 2d Tues- 
day of April, 18S-2. Election 1st Tuesday in April. 25 dot- , 
lars each share. Discount days, Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
Dividends first of Ffbiuary and first of August. 

Union Bunk — 17 IVall-streel. Incorporated March 1811. 
To endure until t i31- Capital $1,000,000. Election 6r8t 
Monday in March. 50 dollars each share. Discount days, 
Mondays and Thursdays. Dividends 1st of May and Ist ■ 
November. J 

Bant o/^nwricn— 30 Wall-street. Chartered in 1812, for I 
20 years. Capital ^^2,000,000, Election lirst Monday in 
May. 100 'dollars each share. Discount days, Tuesdays 
and Fridays. Dividends' first of January and first of July, 

City Bank — 38 Wnll-slreet, Indorporated in 1812, for 20 
years. Capital $1,250,000. Officers elected 1st Tuesday in 
June. 50 dollars each sh .ve. Discount days, Mondays and 
Thursdays. Dividends firs^ of May and first of November. 

PhiEniic Ban£— 24 Wall-streei. Charter dated 15Eb Jun^ 
1812, for 20 years. Capital $500,000. Officers elected Ist 
Tuesday in Ju y. 25 dolla.-s each share. Discount days, Wed- 
nesdays and Saturdays. Dividends lat of January and 1st of 
July. 

Franklin Bank — I Franklin sq'iare. Incorporated in 1818. 
Capital ^f 500,000. .10 dollars each share. Election 1st Mon- 
day in June. Discounts Tuesday and Saturday. Dividends 
paid 12th August an<l r2th of February. 

Vort/i Rioer Bank — I8fi Greenwich -street. lacorporaled 
l6th February, I82l. Charter to continue 21 years. Elec- 
tion 1st Monday in June- Dividends January and July. Capi* 
tal jgSOOOOO. Shares 50 dollars each Discounts by tbe 
Board, Tuesday and Friday. Ditto by tbe committee every 

Tradesmen's Bank — 177 Chatham-street. Incorporated in 
1823 for 10 years, with a capital of Srt00,00i>; shares 50 
dollars each. Election first of July Discount days Tues- 
days and Fridays. Dividends Ut uly and January. 

Chemical Bank — 216 Broadway, opposite St. Paul's. In- 
corporated April i, 1824, for 21 years. Capital ^500.000. 
Shares 25 dollars. Election 1st Monday of April. Discount"^ 
IVednesdaya and Saturdajs. 
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-Corner Fulton and Pestrl-sis, Incorporated 
April 1, 1824, to cuutinue 20 y.^ars. Cnpilal $500,000, 
with a right to increase to 1,000,000. Shares I OO dollars 
each, election lasit Tuesday in March. Discount days Wed- 
nesdays and Saturdays, Dividends 8lh May and November, 

Lojig lalanrl R'ink — 7 Front-street, Brooklyn. Incorpo- 
rated April 1, 1824. Capital ^300,000. Shares 50 dollars 
each. Discounts Wednesdays and Saturdays. Election in 
June. Dividends 1st August and 1st of Fe ruary, 

Delatoare and Hudson Canal Compuny — 13 Wa!l-alreet, 
Chartered In IS25, for the purpose of making a Canal from 
the Hudson to the Delaware river, with banking privileges. 
Capital $1,000,000, 500,000 to be employed in banking. 
Shares 100 dollars. Election 2(1 Tuesday of March. Dis- 
count days Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

tfeto-Vark Dry Dock Compnny — Banking House corneror 
Avenue D. and lOth-sireet, office 4 Wall-street. Incorporated 
l2!h April, 1825, perpetually. Capital §700,000; with 
banking privileges. Shares SO dollars. Discount days Wed- 
nesdays and Saturdays. Election 2d Monday in January, 

New-Yorlc Bank for Saein^t — Office No. 23 Chamber-st. 
OfHce hours on Monday afternoons, from 4 to 6. and Saturday 
afternoons, from 4 to 7, and on Quarter Days from 11 

Morris Canal and Banking Compaay — Jersey City and 30; 
Wall-street. Incorporated in 1824, for 150 years, witli bankSr 
ing privileges 31 years, Capital $2,000,000; half of which 
employed in banking. Shares 200 dollars. Election 1st 
Monday in April. 

RULES OBSEF.VED AT THE BASKS IN THIS CITV. 

The Banks are open every day in the year, from ten to three 
iiithe afternoon, except Sundays, Christmas-Day, New-Years 
Day, the 4th of July , and General Holy Days appointed by 
legnl aulhofity, and the Bank of New- York, Good Friday. 

The rate of discount is 6xed at Six per centum per annum. 
Three days of Grace will be allowed, and the discount taken 
for the same. 

Every Bill or Note offered for discount, must be delivered 
into the office, on the day preceding the day ofdiscount, inclosed 
in a sealed cover, directed to the Cashier, advising the name 
of the person upon whose account it is offered, &c, ' 

Bills or notes lodged at the banks for collection, are collect. 1 



i 



cd free of expenie, except wlien protested from non-paymeL' i 
— ihe person lodging the same pays the charge of [irolest. 

Depo-Ues of money, or notes for collection, must be enter- 
ed in ibe dealer's book, at (be lime such deposite is made. 

The President of ibe several Banks and Insurance Com- 
panies are included among the Directors of tbeir respective 



Gold Coins of Frunce, Great Britain, and Spain, are re; 
ceived and paid at the banks, ut the following rales, accord- 
ini; to an act of Congress, passed April 2yih, 1816, vizi- 
France, 874 <^c"is t))^ pennyweight. Great Britain, 88| 
cents do. Spain, b4 cents do. 

Silver Coins are received at the Banksas follows ; — 1 crowa, 
. 109 cents; I duUa.-, iOO cents; five francs, 93^ cenlaj— .■; 
pislareen IS cents. 

. UARINB INSURANCE C0MFAKIE9. 

NeV'York Insurance Company — 34 Wall-street, lacotpo- 
i-aled April 2d. I7ys. Capital ^300,000. 50 dollars per 
share. Offices elected 'Jd. Munduy in January. Dividends 
first Monday in Jannary and July. 

Octan Insurance Company — 45 Wall-street. Incorporated 
March 20ih. ISIO, with a capita! of $350,000. 35 dollars 
per share. Officers elected 2d, Monday in January. Divi- 
dends Ut Monday in January and July. 

American Imarance Company — 51 Wall-street. Incorpo- 
rated March 1st 1815. Capital $500,000. 50dollars p» 
share. Election '2d. Tuesday in May. Dividends 1st of June 
and December. 

National Insurance Company — 52 Wall-street. Incorpo- 
rated April Mth. 1815. Capital $5(X>,000. 100 dollars per 
share. Election 2d. Monday in January. Dividends 1st 
Monday in January and July. 

Pacific Insurance Co».pany — 49 Wall-street. Cbarlered 
April 18i5, for 20 vears. Commenced business, 1817- Cap!-' 
lal, ^500,000. Shares, 50 dollars each. Election 3d. Mon- 
day in Jannary. Dividends Grst Monday in January and 
July. 

Vnion Insurance Company. — Marine and Life — Office 56- 
Wall-street. Incorporated in iRlS, loendure till 1838, with,"!^ 
the privilege of insuring on lives, for which a part of its capi- 
tal was set apart, and made perpetual. Directors elected 2^. 
Monday id January. Capital $500,000, of which 100,000 . 
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ISSecored on bond and mortgage, and made liable for the busi- 
ness of the Lite department only. Shares bO dollars each. 
Dividends in January and July. 

Atlantic Insurance Company — 47 Wall-sireet. Charier 
dated February 27th, 1S24, to continue tilt 184^. Capiul 

f 500,000. Shares 50 dollars each, t^lection 2d Monday in 
anuary. Dividends January and July. 

Mohawk Ituurance Company — tib Wall-street. — For mA- 
BiNr, LAKE, CANAL, AND RIVER iNSURAM-B. Incorporated 
April 3d, 1824, for 20 years. Capital «500,OOO, Shares 
20 dollars each. Election 2d Monday in January 

N^tune Inaurance • ompany — 44 Wall-street. Incorpora' 
ted April 14, 1825, to endure till l&4f>. Capital $230,000. 
Shares 50 dollars each. Election 2d Monday in January. 
Dividends 1st Monday in July and January, 

Niagara Insurance Company — 58 Wall-street. Incorpo- 
rated March 26th, 1824. Capital $500,Oco. Shares 50 dol- 
lars each. Election 2d Monday in January. 

PIRB INSURANCE COMPAMES. 

Mutual Insurance Compant/ — 52 Wall-sireet. fncorpora- 
tetl in 1798 — renewed in 1809, and stands until revoked by 
the Legislature. Capital $500,000. Shares 50 dollara. 
Election first Tuesday Jn April. Dividends June and De- 

Watltingion Insurance Company — Corner of Williar 
John -streets. Instituted, June, 1801. Incorporated, March, 
1814, Tor an unlimiled time. Capital $500,0000. SO dol- 
lars per shore. Officers elected first Tuesday in April. Divi- 
dends first of February and first of August. 

Eagle Insurance Company — 59 Wall-street. Incorporated 
1806, charier perpetual. Capital $500,000, with privilege 
toincreasetol,000,DOO. Shares 100 dollars each. Officers elec- 
ted 2d Tuesday in January. Dividends January and July. 

Hope Insurance Company — 54 Wall-aireet. Incorporated 
April 1810. Capital $300,000. 45 dollars per share. Offi- 
cers elected second Monday in December. New Charter, Janu- 
ary, 1818. Dividends 2d Tuesday in May and November. 

Globe Insurance Company — 27 Wall-street. Tncorporaicd 
in 1814. Capital $1,000,000. 50 dollars each share. Elec- 
tion first Monday in February. Dividends first of June and 
first of December. 

Franklin Fire Insurance Company— 45 Wall-street. Char.^. 

ler dated 13th March, I8I8. Capital SS&oo^VKl. tissAsw. I 
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2d AlwMlay in January. Dividends Aral of Jaauary and July. 
Shares bO dullnra. 

Merchanti' limuranrc Company — 53 Wall-street. Char- 
tered In April, IBIS. Capital ^3(>0,(NX1. Lleciionlaal Mon- 
dajt in January. Sliares lOU dollars each. Dividends 15th 
January and July. 

Mercantile Insurance Company — 43 William-street. In- 
corporated April lOih, ISIS, I'ur Marine and Life Insurance, 
and granting Annutips, charier to continue until 1840, except J 
inaurance on livi-s, which is unlimiind. Capital jF500,000. ■ 
50 dollars 'acb share, tllection Zd Monday in JaDtiary. Dt ■ 
vidends 2d Tuesday in May and November. fl 

Mechanic*' Inturance Company — Franklin-square, adjoin- I 
ing Franklin Bank, v hariered in April, lbii9, for 30 yean. 3 
Capital $500,000. Shares50 dollars each, tleclion in Juna. I 
Dividends JOth of Maj and November. I 

Manhattan InnuranceCompany^'ifyWatt-siteet. Charter- 
ed March, lfH9, lor 30 years. Shares 50 dollars. Election, 
last Monday in March. Dividends first P.londay of December 

Fullon Insurance Company — 2y Wall-street. Passed 2d 
April, 1819, !• endure 30 years. Sharps 50 dollars each. 
Election last Monday in January. Dividends payable ist ol' 
July and Ut of January. 

Farmer's Fire Insurance and Loan Company — 34 Wall- 
street, Incorporated in IU22, with the privilege of receiving 
trusts anil acting as trustees. 10,000 shares of 50 dollars each 
isjt500,000. Election first Monday in June. Bividends 
January and July. 

North Riper Luuroiice Company — 192 Greenwich- street. 
Incorporated February, 1822, for 15 years. Capital $350- - 
000. Dividends March and September, Shares 25 doJlars, . 
Election last Monday in March. ' • 

Chatham Insurance Company — 5 Chatham-square. Chan 
lered April lOth, 1822, for 15 years. Capital $400,000) 
Shares 50 dollars each. Election first Monday in June. Divi- 
dends declared first August and February. 

Dutchess County Insurance Company— ~43 William-streeti 
Incorporated in 1814; charier renewed and extended in IS^ 
10 continue 20 years, for Fire, Inland Navigation, Life, and 
General Insurance, and receives money on deposite, payabk 
on demand, with 3 per cent, inleiesi. Capital $200,009t 
Shares 25 dollars each. Kiection 1st Monday in JanuarjH 
J>ividendsfirst Mondaf in July and January. 

Bguitable Iniurance Company — 36 Pulton-street. Char* 
end 20th o( April, 1823, toriv jeats. To insure loss bj 
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fire, as well as loss or injury by robbery committHl on furni- 
ture or personal properly in bouses or stores, while the proprie> 
tors are absent from the rity. Capital ^300,000. Election 
lit Monday in June. Shares 50 tlotlars. Dividends declared 
iBl of May and November 

J'hfenix laiurance Company — 354 Broadway. Passed 
March 29th, 1823, to endure 21 jears. Capital J 250,000. 
Shares 50 doirars each. Election last Monday in May, Oi»rt- ' 
denda first of November and first of JWay. 

New-Tork Conliibutioiuhip — 44 Wall-sireet, up staira. 
Chartered April 5th, 1S24, to continue 30 years. Capital 
^300,000 ; in share* of 50 dollars each. Election 3d Mon- 
day in January . Dividends declared 1st of May and first of 
November. 

Jefferson Inavrance Company — Comer of Pearl and Chat- 
ham streets. Passed March -ith, 1S24, for3Iyears. Capital 
$%iQ,QO0. Shares 50 dollars each. Insures against loss or 
damage by fire, and also inland navigation. Election Grst Mon- 
in February. Dividends 26th ni April and October. 

United Stales' Insurance Company — 288 Pearl-streel, cor- ■ 
ner of Beekman. Passed April 1st, 1624, for 21 years. Capi- 
tal $250,000, with liberty to increase to 500,000. Shard 
35 dollars i>ach, Election first Monday in June. Dividends 
June and December. 

^ttia Insurance Company — 214 Broadway, adjoining 
Chemical Bank. Passed Match 31, 1823, for 21 years. 
Capital ^400,000. Shares 50 dollars each. Dividends paid 
May and November, Election first Monday in June. 

Sun huurajice Company — 34 Wall-slreft up stairs. Passed 
March 31, lil24, for 21 years. Capital j^3 00,000, Shares 
26 dollars. Election 2d Monday in June. Dividends June 
and December. 

Protection Inguranre Company — 49 Wall-street. Incorpo- 
rated April ?th, 1824, for 2i years. Capita! $400,000. ' 
Shares 50 dollars each. Erection 2d Monday in June. Dtvi- 
deods declared first of January and July. 

Orange Fire tnturancr. Company — 42 Wall-sireet. Incor- 
porated April 7th, 18 [II. Capital $4(jO,000. Shares 50 dol- 
lars each. Election lal Tuesday in SepIembM. Dividends 
l3t Tuesday in March and September. 

fFesteni Inturanee Company of Buffalo. — Office 41 Ciiff- 
street, corner of Fullnn-street. Passed April 7th, IBIT, to 
endure till 1830. Capital ,«400,()00. Shares 50 rfollara each. 
Election Zd Tuesday in May. Dividends 2d Tuesday in 
lHay and November. 
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■* Biftco laturance Compang — fi3 WalUtreel. In addition 
Tire Insurance, this Com|ieny insures bank naiea, money, pro- 
duce, aceambouis on Wntern Waters, and inland transporta- 
tion of goods. Capital $300,000. Each share 250 dollf 
Election 1st Tuesday in July. 

Hoipard Imurance Company — 4S Wall-Btreet. Incorpora- 
ted IHarch 9th, 1825, for 31 years. Capital $300,000. Shares 
50 dollars each. Election lat Monday in December. 

Trader's Insurance Company — 3 I Wall-slteel. Incorpo- 
rated March 9th, 1825, (or :il years. Capital *250,00a 
Shares 35 dollars. Election 2d Monday in May. UivJdendl 
June and December. 

Tradenunn' Insurance Company — Comer of Chatham- 
square and Oliver -street. Incorporated 14lh March. 1825. 
Capita] $200,000. Shares :>0 dollars. Election Ist Monday 
in May. Dividends Isi of November and May, 

Pinmen't Insurance Company — 14 Wall-street. Incorpo- 
rated l!)th of April, 1825. Capital $300,000. Shares 25 
dollars. Ekctiori -Zd Monday iu November. Dividends 
September and March. 

Lafayette Fire Insurance Company — 351 Pearl-street. In- 
corporated I4lh of April, 1825, for 21 years. Capital 
$20,000. Shares 25 dollars each. Election 2d Tuesday in 
May. Dividends Grst of January and July. 

Brooklyn Insurance Company — IS Front-street, Brooklyn. 
Passed April 3d, 1824, to continue 21 years. Shares 25 dol- 
lars. Capital $' .0,000. Election 6th of June. Dtvidendi 
Isi of May, August, November, and February. 

Neui'Vork and Schuylkill Coal Company — Officecornerof 
Beaver-lane and Washington -street. I ncorpomted April ISth, 
1823, perpetually. Capital $300,000, with a privilege to in- 
crease to 500,000. Shares 50 dollars each. Election first 
Monday in May. Dividends in January and Jtily. 

Neie-Vork Lombard Association — 6(i Chatham-street. Pas- 
sed April Sth, 1824. Charter to continue 30 years, for the 
sole purpose of making deposites on goods and chattels. Capi- 
tal $300,000. Shares 100 dollars. Dividends 1st of July 
and January. Election first Monday in May. 

New-York Loan Company — Corner of Ann-street and 
Broadway. Pa.'iaed 12th. of April, 1825. Capital $200,009. 
Shares 100 dollars Election 1st Monday in June. 

Merckaitts' Exchange Company — Wall-street. Ittcnrpora- 
Ced in 1824. Capital $200,000. Shares 1 00 dollars each. ' 
Nete- York High School — Crosby, near Broome-at reel. In- 
corporated April 4th, 1925. Capital $30,000. Shares 25, 
dollars. £iection 2d Monday in November. 
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MANUFACTURES. 

Allbough the progress of ManufactLires in ibis city has not 
kept pace with ihat of trade and comraelrce they are sii,l in a 
very flourishing condition. It appears from official documents, 
that, as long ago as the year 1812, at the commencement of 
our last struggle with Great Uritain, tli«re were fAree Looms 
at vork m the c\iy and county of JNew-York, which produced, 
annuaUy,3S40 yards of woollen cloih, and 217 yards uf linen. 
By ihe returns of the marBhaU employed lo take the census ol 
1S35, it will be seen that Ibis one article of domestic manu- 
facture bad increased to one millifiH, one hundrrd and leventy- 
fu)o thoutand, eight hundred and thirty t/ards, produced in 
one year ! Other faciori's have advanc«-d, in at least an equal 
ratio, and new ones are almost daily springing into existence, 
Byalaw of tlie slate, passed on the 22d March, 1SII, it 
was enacted, that "anyCve, or more, persons, who shall be 
desirous to form a company tor the purpose of man u fact u ring 
woollen, cotton, or linen goods, or for ihe purpose of making 
glass, or for the purpose of making from ore, bar-iron, anchors, 
mlll-irou, steel, nail-rods, hoop-iion, and iron-mongery, sheet- 
copper, sheet-lead, fihot, white lead and red-lead," might, on fi' 
ling the proper rerlificatea, he erected into a corporate body 
for the term of liventy yeais. This privilege was afterwards 
extended lo '' manufactors of pins, morocco leather, beer, al^ 
or porter, and other useful domestic occupations." In the yeu 
18J 3, another law was passed to incorporaiea company "for ifie 
purpose of disposing; of articles solely of American Manufac- 
ture, and lo make loans thereon when deposited for sate." 

The following is a list of the most prominent Manufacturing 
Coinpaniesof this City; many of which, it will be seen, have 
been chartered by the Legislature of (he state, and all have 
been attended with the roost Buttering success. 

Eagle Manufacturing Company. — This Company was in- 
corporated April 26, 1813, "for the manufacture of cotton, 
woollen, and linen goods," to continue for twenty years from 
the dale of their charier. Located at Greenwich. 

North American Coal Company — Incorporated April 6, 
1814, for the purpose of findine coal and other mines and min- 
erals, and supplying the public with the same; to continue 
until May 1st, 1834. Capital stock $750,000. 

Neie-York Coal Company. — Incorporated April fi, 
" for the purpose of exploring and working mines of coal, and 
other valuable minerals, and for ddWentissA'Ctv^ Os,-j vA^'&^-s- 
E e 2 
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Tsrii, eoal for fuel, at a reasonable price, from the Ohio Ri- 
ver or from any part o( tbU stale, or of ihr I'nited Slates, 
wherever gi>iij coal maybe most advantageously procured, 
Capital ^0(1,000, 02 Wall-street. 

Cojiper Manufacturing Company. — incorporated April 9, 
1814, for (he purpose of" carrying on and perfecting the man- 
ufacture of coppt>r and brass, and the construction of large 
copper work in generaJ, in such parts of the slnte of New- York 
as they shall think most Bdvaolageous." Capital ^230,000. 

Patent Cloth t,'oinpany.—Incorpo rated ApriJ 13, 1814, for 
the purpiise of " manufaciurilig of h. ir by itself, or hair mixed 
with any other material, or materials." Capital $400,000. 

Patent Oil Cotapany- — Incorporated April 13, 1814, for 
the purpose of " pressing and straining oils, and separating 
lluidi from solids, by means of a new and useful machine." 
To continue until May 1st, 1828. Capital $100,000. 

Mining, Smellittg, and Refining ('ompang. — Incorporated 
Feb. 25, IS 14, for the purpose of "dlg^ng, mining, smelting, 
and refining gold, silver, lead, and copper ores, and for erect- 
ing a shot lower fur the manufacture of shot in the state of New- 
Vork, and for Uic purpose of establishing a factory for ihe ran- 
king red and nbile lead." Capital ^^500,000. 

Neto-Jeisei/ Porcelain and Earthenware Manufacturing 
Company. — Chartered in 1825. Capital jt 100,000. Shares. 
100 dollars each. 

Nevi-York Gav Light Com-pany — Corner of ILynder and 
Hester Streets. Incorporated in 1323. Capital $1,000,000. 
Shares 50 dollars. Election 2d, Monday in January. Divi- 
dends 1st Monday in February, May, August and INovember. 

Brooklyn Gas Light Coi'ipany. 

Peru Iran Company. — 32 Soulh-slreel. 

Neto-York Laboratory Association — Maiden-lane, comer of 
front-st. Incorporated in 1825. For raanufaciiiring White 
and Red Lead, and other Paints. Capiial .$io0,000. Elec- 
tion 2d Monday in April. 

N eio-York Steel ManvfactttringCompany — 84Washinglon- 

Steam Saw Mill Ataocialion — Corner of Lewis and FifUi ' 
Streets. Incorporated in 1825. Capital $150,000. Sharra 
50dollars each. Election first Monday in May. 

lAneaCompany. — Incorporated April 18, 1815, for "man 
ufacturiog flax, hemp, and other articles of a similar nature, 
into Unen." Capital $400,000. 

Sterling Irm Company. — Incorporated April 1, 1814. " for 
the purpose of manufacturing iron and sieel." Capital, 
^300,000. 
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American Fur Company. — Incorporated Feb. 16, 1805. 

New-York Company fur Manufacturing i'ainU and other 
ariiclet. — Incorporated Feb. 17, I809- 

NeiD-York Manufacturing Company. — incorpnrated June 
15, 1812. 

Neip-York Slate Company. — Incorperuted March 23, 1810. 

NetB-York Sugar Refining Company . — Incorporated March 
32, 1811. No. 162 Churcli-street. 

New-York Chemical Manufactory. — Located in Hudson- 
street, corner of Fitzroy-sireet. 

NeiB-Yorfi Dying Printing Establishment.— No. iOI Wil- 
tiam-street. 

NewYork Schuylkill Coal Company.— Tio. 37 William-M. 

Chemical Factory. — Lombard^, corner of Walnut-street. 

Lehigh CqalCompany. — No. 15 Wall-strfei. 

Brooklyn tVhite Lead Company. — No. Ib6 Pearl-street. 

ym-York Drug A/i7/».— Mill-street. 

New-York Harlami Spring ff^ater Company. — No. 14 
Wall-streeJ. 

Rhode hland Coal Company. —^o. 42 Wall-street. 

Card Fac(orie*.— (Whittemore's) No. 64 & (j? Cliff-street, 
nnd 134 Peari-streel. 



PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

Of these, the first which naturally claims alien I ion, is the 
Temple of Justice, wliicb stands in tlie Park, and is aaid to be 
the handsomest structure in the United Stales ; perhaps (ot 
its size) in the world. This chaste and beautilul edifice stands 
near llie upper end of the Park, on the highest ground in that 
part of the city ; and is, consequently, seen to considerably 
adrantage from almost every quarter. It i« dencmiiiBtoci the 

Ciir HALL. 

TliR building is ofa square form, two stories in height, (in- 
dependent of a basenienl story) with a wing at fach end pro- 
jecting from the frunt, and in the centre the roof Ja elevated 
to form an attic story. The whole length of the building is 
2l6 feet, the breadth 100, and the height 5 1 feel. Including 
the attic story, it is 65 feet in height. The front and both ends, 
above the basement story, are built of native white marble from 
the marble quarries on the North River ; and the rest of the 
building is constructed of brown free stone. Thctoiil'sia 
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end w'lfi cupp«r, and ihrre is a balustrade of marble entirely ' 
ronnil tbe lop. Rising from ibe middle of the roof, is a Cu- 
pola, un whU'b is placed a co^oasal figure nfjusTicE, holding 
in her right band, which rests on her forehead, a balance, and 
in ber lell, a >word poiniing to the ground. Justice is not 
bliadlbld a* she is represented in Europe. 

There are four entrinees lo ihe building : one in front, om. 
in the rear, and one in eaeJi end. The front, which is tbe- 
principal, is on ihf first slory, to which ihert is access by a ' 
flight of twelve marble steps, rising frum which ihere are sit- 
leen coiuions supporting a portico immediately over (be en- 
trance, also cnmposed of marble. In the centre of the rear af 
the building, there is a projecting pediment. The entrance in 
this quarter is also on the first story, bv a flight of free stone 
Meps. The first story including the portico, is of the Ionic, 
the second of the Corinthian, the attic of the Fancy, and the 
Cupola of the Composite orders. 

At the front entrance there are five doors leading into the 
Lobby, the roof of which is supported by twenty square piers 
of marble. To the right and left, there is a gallery stretching 
lo both ends of the building, the floor also of marble. 

Three stKJr cases lead from the first to the second story. 
The principal of these, is in the centre of the geometrical con- 
struction, with marble steps ; the other two are in the gallery, 
one towards each of the ends, of a plain form, and the steps of' 
the same materials. Round the top of the centre stair-case tliem^^ 
isa circular gallery, railed in, likewise flnnred with marble; frca»i 
which ten marble columns ascend to the ceiling, which hefe. 
opens and displays a handsome Dome, ornamented in greU, 
taste, with stucco, and giving light from the lop to the interior* 
of the building. Another gullery, runs in the centre from one 
end to the other. 

The entrances at the ends lead to the basement story, through 
the middle of which there is an arched passage. or gallery, 
stretching from one end lo the other. 

The foundation stone of this noble building was laid on the 
26th Sept. 1803, during the mayoralty of Edward Livingstoii, 
Esq. and at a time when the yellow fever prevailed in the city. 
It was finished in IS12, and the expense, exclusive of the fur- 
niture, amounted to halfa million of dollars. 

The City Hall was originally intended for, and is now ap- 
plied to, the use of the Common Council, in their different 
meetings respecting the affairs of the city, and for the judges 
of the courts of laiy to hold their sittings, as well as for the ra- 
rhus offices connected with those departments. 
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n rank, in poiot of elegance of arch iiec tare and pub- 



BXCHAHGl!. " 

This truly noble and extensive edifice is aitualed in Wall- 
street, below William-Btreet, and extends southward to Gar*' 
den-street. The front of the building upon Wall-sireei, ia one 
hundred and fifteen feet long nnd three stories high above tha' 
basement, which is considerably elevated, and it is otie buiw,' 
dred and fifty feel deep from W'all-slreel, running through to 
Garden-street, upon whieh the front is one hundred and four- 
teen feet long, and also three stories high, including the base- 
ment story, which is one step above the pavement. The Wall- 
street front is the principal one, and is built entirely of white 
marble, ftoni the quarries in Weslchealer. The first and se- 
cond stories comprise hut one order, which is the Ionic, from 
the Temple of Minerva Polias, at Priene, in Ionia. A reces- 
sed portico, of about forty feet width in an eliplieal form, haa. 
been introduced in front, to great advantage, both as It regards 
convenience and appearance. A screen of four stupendoul 
columns and two antae, e%iendH across the front of the portico^ 
nearly in a line with the front ofthe building. These columns 
are thirty feet high, and three feet four inchi.'S in diameter above 
the base — the shaft of each column is composed of a single 
. block of marble. The columns support an entablature of about 
six feet in height, upon which rests the attic, or third story — 
making a height ofabout sixty feet from the ground. Beneath 
and on each side of the portico, is a pass-ige through the base- 
ment story, to the Post Office and Garden -street. 

The principal entrance to the Exchange room, is by a flight 
of nine or ten broad marble steps, twenty-eight or thirty feet 
long, finishfd with a pedestal at each end. On ascending to 
the portico, three doors open to the vestibule in Iront, while 
one on ehher hand opens into Insurance oQices — that on the 
right lo the Niagara Company, and thai on the left to the. 
Union. Immediately in the rear of the former, the office of 
the National Insurance Company is located, and the rooms in 
the rear ofthe latter are occupied by the editors of the Daily 
Advertiser. Both have doors communiealing with tlie Ex- 
change room. The vestibule is ofthe Ionic order, after the 
most chaste and finished style, from the little Ionic temple of 

dcbled to the EiJitai 
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Illyssui — bring the most ancient Atnicture known of I 
This lemijle was tolerably entire when the drawing wai taken 
some forty years ag<), but during the existing Greek revolution 
it has been entiiely dpoiolished. 

Advancing through the v<;stibule, you enter the grand sa- 
loon, or exchange room, which is Inily a magnificenl apart* 
meat, and furniahea a superb specimen of architectural profi- 
ciency. It is eieh[y-fivf> feel long, fifty-five wide, and forty- 
five feel high, finished in a single order, ihe Ionic, alter the 
temple of Minerva Polias at Athens. This chaste and elegant 
specimen of the order is etceedingly well adapted for the pur- 
puses designed. This spacious and lofty apartment has two 
parallel sides, with semi-circular ends^ at the intersection of 
which are an antte, and columns supporting a full sized entab- 
laiure, with an arch resting upon the two opposite columns at 
each angle. The arches support a screen which forms the 
terminating line between the vaulted ceiling of the centre, and 
the alcoves at the ends, and divides the whole into three gene- 
ral compartments. The whole of the ceiling is divided into 
pannels — those of the centre being of an oblong square, and 
those of the ends radiating from a centre — thus adding a plea- 
aing variety to the whole. The general eflect of this splendid' 
apartment is very fine. There is but one opinion upon the 
subject. It strikes tlie experienced eye of the architect, and 
the unpractised amateur, alike with admiration. The eflect 
is the most imposing when viewed from the south-eastern end- 
Passing the e.tchange room, we enter the apartment appro- 
priated fur sales at auction of ships and real estate, the rear of 
which leads to Garden -street. The rooms on the right are oc- 
cupied by the editors of the Statesman, the first as an office, 
and the second as an exchange reading and commercial room, 
and a ship letter-bag ofiice. One of the offices on the lefi 
is occupied by the editor of the Times j another by an attor- 
ney and notary i and the third by the Franklin Insurance 
Company. This apartment itself is 36 feet by 40, with a 
large stair-case on the right from the basement to the second 
story. The ceiling is supported by two columns, approaciiing 
the Corinthian order, taken from the Tower of the Winds, at 
Athens. They are without bases, and therefore appear sin- 
gular at the first glance, but they are nevertheless strictly co- 
pied from the drawing of the original. These columns are 
painted in imitation of the richly variegated Puttiraac marble, 
of which those columns, unrivalled for their beauty, are fornii ' 
which sustain the high-arched ceiling of the hall of the lloi 
of Representatives in the Na\\oiia\ Ca^WoV. 
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~ Aiceoding the stairs, you enler an upper saloon, vhrch is 
appropriated to salesalauciionofuK^rchiindize by the package. 
On the right of this h a large room taken b> the Board of Bro* 
kers, in which the Chamber of ComiDerce will hold their sit- 
tings, by permission. This apartmeoi is handscimel)' furnish- 
ed. The President's seal is elevated above the rest, and tb< 
table is an oblong with circular ends, covered wiih fine green 
cloth, and resembling, if we do not misrecolleci, the table of 
the Massachusetts senate chamber. The wood work is all of 
handsome mahogany. The walls of this apanmenl are to be 
hung with portraits of Washington, Hamihuo, Clarksun, Bay- 
ard, Sic. The Atlantic (nsuriince Company has taken the 
room on the other side of this upper saloon, and there are two 
other rooms to be occupied as business offices. The back 
room is retained by the Trustees uf the Exchange, to be oc- 
cupied as an office for the Company. 

Returning to the vestibule within the Wall-street front, we 
ascend into the saloon of the second story by a broad flight of 
oval or eliplical stairs, lighted by a circular sky-light from the 
I'oof. This saloon is finished in a peculiar style of architec- 
ture, which has not before been executed in this country, ex- 
cepting in the hall of the House of Representatives at Wash- 
ington. The design is taken from the Lanlhern of Demos- 
thenes, at Athens, and is of the Corinthian order. The de- 
signs of the capitals of these columnsaie very beautiful. Around 
this saloon are entrances into different offices. Ascending again 
by unother flight of stairs of the same form, vt reach the gallery 
of the third story, in two of the sides of which are entrances into 
differeni offices. From tilis gallery we ascend to the cupola, by 
a continuous flight of winding stairs, and thence to the obser- 
vatory of the cupola. The cupola is twenty-four feet in diam- 
eter In lhe<:lear, and about sixty feet high from the roof of the 
Exchange (o the top of the Innihern which stands upon the su- 
perb dome surmounting the cupola. The observatory is cir- 
cular, and is supported externally by eight Ionic columns, from 
the temple of lllyssus. 

The view from this elevated dome, is extensive, rich, varied 
and beautiful. We look down upon the lower part ofthe city, 
and its ever-bustling streets, tike a mechanical panorama, and 
the whole city, with its public edifices ensilv distinguishable, 
lies as it were at our fevt. Extending the vision lijrther, a 
wide and rich prospect is presented, embracing all the dtverai- 
fied objects required to complete a landscape, via: meadows 
and fields, towns, cities and villages, and mountain, wood, and 
water scenerv in abundance. To the south the e\[e i^v 
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al ODce over our beautiful harbour, lis islands, and tlie adja> 
ceni aharci, until it reiich«s beyond the Narrows and Slaten . 
Island, and rests upon the Highlands of Never^nk. To tbe*l 
eait we have a line view of the western part of Long bland, 1 
including it» faint- houses, its forests, ils IndenleU shores, aa4 i 
the thriving village uf Brooklyn. To the west, we have an eb I 
tensive prospect of Newjersey, including Jersey City, Bep-J 
gen, Communipaw and Newark, and all the drcurajacent ^ 
GouDiry to the top of Newark mountain, from Paierson along 
the whole rangt! to Campbell's mountain — ibence along the 
continuation unlil the ridgr is lost in the nei^hbourliood of 
Boundbrook — one of ih« head branches of the Baritan. To 
th« north, beyond the ciiy and including Hoboken and Wee- 
hawken, the eye sweeps up the noble Hudson, speckled at all 
times with the white-spreading canvas, as fur as Fort Washing 
ton, and taking in a pHrt of the stupendous pallisadoes. A' 
richer prospect can hardly be found — a more varied and beau- 
tiful view of placid scenery no where. Boston boasts that tl ' 
Bay uf Naples does not esrel her own : what, then, shall n 
say of the harbour of New-York ) 

The spar iHat runs up from the dome, rather detracts than 
adds to the beauty of the edifice — hut we are told ifaal il ift 
a necessary nppvndagc to the lele^raph, and beauty must there^ 
fore yield lo convenience. It is surrounded with llie figure of 
a Triton, which shows the change of the wind ; and we have, 
classical authority for pronouncing it truly appropriate for aucb 
an edifice. Il is copied from the design upon the dome of the 
Tower oftheWmds, at Athens, and the figure was of frequent 
use, both at Athens, and in other pans of Greece. Thedifficultft 
in regard to this design, which injures its appearance, ueap^' 
prehend to he, thai it is much too small for the magnitude of thft' 
building. Il wants proportion. The original upon the Tera-. 
pie of the Winds appears in the plates to excellent advantage. 

On the whole, therefore, we may pronounce the New Ex- 
change Building, an honour and an ornament to our city. It 
is such an edifice as has long been wanted, and ih 
ence of which is already felt. It was commenced on the 1st 
of April, 1 825, and will be entirely completed by the 1st of the. 
approaching .luly. 

The plan was wholy that of Mr. M. E. Thomiison, the ' 
Architect, who has superintended the work throughout. The 
design was strictly original, differing in all respects from all t 
other plans presented for the consideration of the company. 

The builders were Gideon Tucker and Thomas S. Woodr 
raff. The Carpenters, Geer and Riley. Kain, Moslerton, 
and Smith, Stone CuKers. 
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Tliis superb edifice is situated on the east side of Broad- 
way, nearly opposite the Hospital. Its sljle of archileciurC 
is purely Gothic, without the least mixlure of any oilier or- 
der; copied from the most approved classical models, with 
original appendages, by our celebrated artist, Hl'GmRbina- 
CLE, Esq. 

Tiie corner stone of this building was laid on St. John's 
day, June 24, 1826, by Grand Master Elisha W. King, in 
presence of a large asseiablage of the fraternity, and a numer- 
ous concourse of citizens. The building has a front of 6fly 
feet on Broadway, and extends back, towards Elm-slreetj 
one hundred and twenty-five feet, including the sCalr-way, 
retiring rooms, office, &c. in the renr. 

The Cellar story, below the level of ihe street, is divided 
into several sparlments, including refectories, offices, and 
kilcbensjfcxtendingfromfront to rear, njoeiy-fivefeet. and near- 
ly (en fec( in height ; with vauhs, &c. in front on the street. 

The baiemc'itgtorff, (or ground floor, above the street,) is 
near fourteen feet in height, and includes the great entrance 
lyill, extending through the centre of the building, ten feet in 
width, and highly enriched with arches, pendants, open 
friths in the spandrils, and a beautiful frieze of raised Gothic 
ornaments. At (he further end of the hall, the stairs start to the 
several apartments above. On each side of the hall, are two 
ranges of apartments, with stores in front; and, in ill e rear, 
pbc'S of refreshment for visiters. 

The whole of the second story, (with the exception already ■ 
mentioned, of staircase, &:c.) is thrown into one Grand Go- 
thic Saloon, ninety fetl in length, forlij-sevcn in breadth, 
and twentyfiee in height ! This splendid apartment is now 
finishing from the original plans of Mr. Reinagle, the archi- 
tect. The celling will be divided into basket or fan arches, 
with pendants of open-work columns supporting the arches 
projecting from the walls, between which are the windows, 
wiiii raised labels, enriched with crotchets, terminating with 
(lowers at the points, and supported at the ends with carved 

A Music Gallery extends across the lower end of the mom, 
supported by a trussed girder, leaving the floor free of ob- 
structions for public assemblies. The front of the gallery will 
be enriched wilh Gotliic tracery pierced through, and the floor 1 
supported by elastic springs for dancing; the whole forming I 
Jte most elremit and convenient. ba\\-Too(a*ft^^^w*.*A'^iaM»- ' 
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Above the Grand Gothir Salunn, in ihe third itory, are 
fnur Liuige Ruomi fi» MuslPr Masons, whilr the attic is divi- 
dnl iiiio two •)»inRi''nM which nre elegantly ruroished (or 
RojthI Arrh Chii|>t<-rii. Phese last iire richly decorated 
ctviitm "f coluHuu, Brtlies and open panni-ls, with splendid 
draperies; and are, perhapi, thr most Bgreeable apartments of . 
the kind un this itde tht- Atknric. From thene loftj Gotbis 
windiiws, the prospect is most extensive and beFiutiful. The 
wholv Ciljf, with its unrivallrd Bay, adorned with verdant 
islands and whrle-saiifd vessels, with our two roajestic riveri^ 
and the adjacent country — all lie before you like a panoraniB 
paint it\g. 

The front of this building, which it of granite slone, 
enty fe«t from the street, to the balilemenls in the centre. The 
pinnnrles rise mure tli:in ten feel nbo»e the roof. The fron^ 
as well »» the interior ■■] the building is of the /iur£ Gothic at^ 
chilertvn, of Ike pointed arch ttf/le. The doors and windowi, 
of the basemeni <n front, is ihe. first example of the kind ' 
the cnuniry, The centre door, at the grand entrance, is 
solid oak, and recedes four feet in depth, which is the thick' 
ness affile wall. Tilts prinderoiis frame work of massy oak, 
with carved pannels, &c very forcibly reminds one of the des- 
criptions to be met with in mary romances, of ancient Abbeys, 
Castles, and other edilicesof the Goihicages, Indeed, there 
ii a classical taste, a ci insistency, n keeping, (or whatever the 
leader may please to term it) displaced throughout the whole 
of this edifice, that reflects the highest credit on Mr. Reina.' 
GLG, and proves him to be a master in his profession. 

The Grand Entrance, tvhich is arched in front, is fourteen'' 
feet and six inches in height, and twelve feet in width, next 
tlie ilreel ; hut at the door, in the recess, is only six feet wide,i 
and not quite ten in height. The crocket arch in front as*' 
cendsio Iwenly two fepi in height, the whole very highly enrich- 
ed with carved ornanients : at! in Cast Iron, and executed in 
New-York. The doors and windows, on each side, have cor- 
responding arches, columns, and ornaments, done likewise, in 
cost iron. There nre four hutlresses, with niiclies and pedes- 
tals — two at the corner, and two midway, extending to the 
roof terminating in ornamented pinnacles. 

The renfip window is a splendid specimen of Gothic Archi- 
tecture- ll is twenty-two feet in height, and ten feet in width;' 
finished (as alt the others are) with proper Il-bo lights, dianiottd 
form. A range of sKme balilemenls terminates ifre front at , 
ihe roof, while larger biiltleraenls aurmounl the flank walls. 
The dormant windows have open-work battlements. 
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We have only roum lo add, ih>ii when itiis building u com*-^ 
pleted, IE will undoubtedly ruiik amon^ the mo-^t perfect spe> 
cimens of pure Gutliic arcbitecture, in the UniieJ Siales ; U 
tbe bust and iDKBt approved examples wliich have ever been 
publisheil for archilerliiral porposes, have l>een consulted aad 
adopted by the tasielbl artihiten. 

The difficulty of procuring correel descriptions of publia< 
buildings, will render ihis deparlmeni nf iht ffork less perfeet,' 
than WHS at first iniencled , As ihis defect, however, may l»! 
partially supplied in the appendix, ice will conclude ihis art 
ticle here by givin£r a cataluHue i>t such edlSces as are wurihy 
the particular altenlioi) nfsiraneerB. 

The New-York \rcnd^. Maiden-Lane. 

The Arcade Bath, Chnmberslri-et. 

'Churches, &r. several of which have been already noticech 
at page I()t fu 1S3. 

The Prisons, vide pages 18? to '-i05. And various other 
buildings ofinferiur note. 



CHAPTER Xm. 
PUBLIC AMUSEiVlENTS. 



The City of New-Yoik, from its rapid growth, commercial 
character, and unrivalled prosperity, his jtislly been culled 
the London of ^niprica. But It is now hig^h time to change 
the appellation. Th eitensive palninage atTVnded lu the lib- 
eral arts, and works of-tasle; the unexampled increase of pub- 
lic amusements, with the consequent progress of morals and 
refinement; have, at length, rendered New-York (Ae Parit 
of (If ^'eio JVorld. Like that gav and splendid emporium otJ 
fashion, taste, and literature. New. York i» constantly filled 
with strangers, who are drawn hither by the celebrity of our 
tnstilulions, our cummirre, opulence, and multiplied sources 
of rational pleasure. Our fame, in these respects, hasgone 
abroad to the remotest corners of the western hemisphere, and 
is rapidly extending through everj- part of Christendom. 

The earliest theatrical p^Tformances, in the recollection of 
our oldest inhabitants, were in a kIhtk. on Cruger's wharf, " 
near Old-Slip, by a company of Thespians, composed of 
" ciioice spirits" of a certain or>le>. In ihe languace of the 
Advocate, "they were loysti-riiig young nn'n, full of iricl^i 
and mischief;" who used In play cricket in the_tfpW«, (where 
Vesey-Btreet now is) and who b^ivX ilaw m^A'4 W.*^^Nsw*r^, 
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iuiMr, ill Wall-slreel, near where the UnilPii Statn^. 
siom are iiiiv erected. It is probable that no one member at 
tlriicnnipanyever immortiilized himself by his histrionk tal- 
ent*, n* none of iheir names have been handed tlown lo llie 
Itresrni generation. 

About the year 1~50, the first regular thenire was built in 
New-York. Il was a stone building, in the rear of the Duicb 
Church, in Naisnu-streei, near Maiden -lane. Mr. Haltam 
tvRs the nTRnnper, and had a lojerabli^ good company, which 
li« recruited from the provincial theatres of RngUnd. In thts 
(tieutrc, snys our informant, the sterling r.nglish trasedtea, 
and comedies were performed. After a lime, however, Flallam 
received such fiatletmg invitations from Jamaica, that he was 
induced to lalie his company thither, and the llieaire was pul- 
led down. 

About the year 1709, I'hil. Miller, then well known in the 
liwn for B plodding, active, managing man, obtained perinia- 
sion of Govenor Cotden, to build a theatre, and act plays; 
which he <lid in Bee k man-street, a few doors below Nassau- 
^Ireel. This was a wooden building, in poor condition, with 
[)nperscei»ery,Bnd a wrelcheri wardrobe. The whole was des- 
troyed by a mob created by the stamp-act. Phil. Miller lost his 
honsc and his company. lie was a jocose fellow, and played 
Justice Gutlie with great h mour. 

Of ihe state of the Drama, in New- York, during the revo- 
lulionary war, ^> hile the British had possession of the city, we 
lire not informed. Nor can we, at tbis moment, slate the pe- 
riod at which ihe John-street theatre was erected. If any of 
our readers will favour us with these particulars, tve shall 
feel much obliged to them. It was about the period that ! 
Hallain rtlurneil from Jamaica, with his company reinforced ' 
by several perfnrraersof merit, among whom was Ilenry, 1 he 
-lohii-street theatre was spacious and well arranged, and had 
for the most part an excellent company. 

About the year 1798, a number of genileraen united, hy 
subscription, in ihe purchase of a lot, and commenced a new 
theatre fronting the Park, between Ann and Beekmati-streets. 
{n this enterprise a considerable sum of money was expen- 
lied; when, from embarrassmenls, mortgages, &c. it finally 
came into llie hands of Messrs. Beekman and Astor, and waa 
railed the 

pauk theatre. 



This establishment was successively under the management 
o//|odfflcinson,Dunlap. Cooper, and, finally, Messrs. Price 



Attpd up the Circus in Anihony-sirt>pt, for the performance of 
ballets, &c. (during iht recess ot the Park theatre,} tinder the , 
direction of Mr. Parker, now ballet-master aX Chatham Lhea* 
tie In the year 1 82'«, on the morning of ihf> 25th of IVtay, 
the Park theatre was discovered to be an lire, anil such was 
the rapidity of the conflagraiion, that scarci'ly iin article was 
saved, end in a ihori lime nothing remained but the bare and 
tmpty walls. A splenilid and extensive wardrobe, together 
with a moat valuable collection ofsceneryandfroj*«-hV«,were 
all involved in ope common ruin The losses of some mem- 
bers of the company were very considerable ; among which, 
the raoKl serious was the individual wardrobe and properties 
of Mr. Maywood, which he had brought out with him from 
England but a few months before. 

The house in Anthony-sireet was now fitted up as a per- 
manent theatre ; and the Park company continued to perform 
there for the remainder of the season. This house stood on 
the spot where Christ Church now stands. 

In the mean time, several months elapsed, before any thing 
was done towards rebuilding the Park theatre. At length, 
however, the enterprising proprietors, Messrs. Beekman and 
Astur, though suETerlng a severe loss from the calamity, con- 
SFnled to embark once more in the expensive enperimeni; con- 
fiding in the liberality and good taste of our citizens, for that 
protection and support in the aniicipaiion of which they have 
not been disappointed. The new house was finished in 
August, 1821, and opened, for the season, on the first Mon- 
day of September. The Prize Address* was written by Mr. 
Sprague, of Boston, for which the Managers awarded fifty 
dollars. 

The Park Theatre is tighty feet in front •,JlfUifive in height, 
and one hundred and sixty-jive deep ; comprising lliree com- 
plete circles of boxes, two side tiers, a spacious gallery, ODd 
commodious pit. 



The rise tind progress ofthis flourishing establishment, 
may be considered as a praclical illuslralinn of individual 
taste and enterprise. It i.i but a frw years since the idea of 
two theatres beinfi supporied in this city, wa- treated as 
visionary a:;d chimerical. Chatham Garden, was then a plea- 
sant resort for both spxes, on a summer fveuiog, to unbend 
ihe mind and refresh (he body, nfifr the fatigUH of the day. ' 
To render the place more atir&ctvve, tVw wavt'wi. ^\«^v.^'«. 



I'llic Ule Mr. Barrere, n Ficnchman) engaged a small band of 
iniuk, and occasionally a few male amafeurs regaled tlie 
cvnipniiy wiili sonie popular longs, from llie (op of a Utile 
lem pie erected over the fountain. 1'lijs may be termed llie 
dawningflf iheenlerprise. The success of ihese little experi- 
menii, induced ibe pmprictor to erect a smallslage at one end of 
the garden, uiih an orcbedre in front, nhere vocal and inslru^. 
infnial music, interspersed wtlli recitaliuns, &c. insured a 
croifded and liberal audience every evening during the sum- 
mer. Much of the intended elTeci, however, iFas lost by their . 
performances being in the open air, and maiiy a cainrrh and 
itioih-Hctie urai The penalty uf an inmr'a enjoyment. To remedy 
these incunvenicncies, an awning, or canvass roof,of immenbe 
tlimensions, was spread over the Garden, from tbe prosenium 
of the stage, to the summer-houses by the fountain, beneath 
nhich, benches were arranged on an inclined plane, tike the 
pit of o theatre. A few changes of scenery were also added 
lolhc stage ; and the performances grarlually assumed a more 
drauialic character. The awning soon gave place to a water- 
tight roof, and the summer-lKiuses were filled up as boxes. 
Here commenced a second era in ihe history of Chatham Thea- 
tre ; it was the morning of its existence- 
Early in the following spring, 1834, Mr. Bairerc caused (o, 
be laid the fuundation ofthe present building, which was com-' 
pleted and opened in Mbj', of ihe same'year, comprising two i 
tiers uf boxes and a pit. It hns since been much elevated and , 
enlarged, and now comprises three circles of boxes, together 
with a gallery and pit. It is now in the meridian of its ca- 

LA FAYETTE TBEATRB. 

This establishment was opened, for the first time, on the 
fourthof July, 1825, under the tuanageinent of Mr. Dinneford. ' 
The enterprising proprietor, Charles \V. Sandford, Esq. fully 
impressed with the importance of uniting equestrian with dra-'l 
matic amusements, caused it to be furnished with a capacious 
ring, and a more extensive stage, than belongs to any similar 
Bstafalishment in the United States. For the representation 
of grand oriental Spectacles, and Equestrian Melodramas} 
Ihe La Fnyeite Theatre is justly celebrated, and such has beenitf 
uniform success, that the Proprietor has been induced to re--J 
buiid it on a larger scale. It is situated in Laurens-sireei, 
near Canal and extends, to Thompson in the rear. Mr. 
Burroughs is the present acting manager. 
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NHW-YORK TBfATBE. 

Tlie Neie-YorJc Theatre, h creeled on the Hie, formerly 
itnonn 03 the Bull's Head, then belonging to J]enr; Asloi' 
Esq. whn assQciated liiioself with other Gentlemen, and com- 
menced tlial elegant Ldificc in JMny, 1826, and so complelely 
finished it, aa to coramence pei-forming on the SSd Ocluher 
following. 

The interior of the building is finished in a manner supe- 
rior to any ibing in this country, and surpassed but by few 
Thpaires throughout Europe, 

The manager is Charles Cilft^rt, Esq. who has evinced great 
ability and enterprise, and an unwearied e.ienlun to cater 
richly for the public, which is strongly evidenced in the 
great talent and novelty that have been produced on the 
hoards since the short period of opening the Theatre. The 
public have not been unmindfuland afford great patronage. 

BEOADWAV CIRCUS. 

This is an old edifice, erected for the purposes of equestrian 
performances, and was for several years owned and matjaged 
by the celebrated Mr. West. It afterwards passed into the 
hands of Messrs. Price nnd Simpson, and is at present owned 
by Messrs. Simpson and Cowell, conducted by the latter. 

MOITNT-PITT CIBCUS. 

This is a new eslablishiifent, erected by the eolerprising 
proprietor of La Fayette Theatre. It is situated in Grand- 
slreetj directly opposite the upper end of Harm an -street, of 
East Broadway. From Chatham-square, where the front 
lights of the (Jircns can be distinctly seen, the course to it is 
due East; the distance not three quarters of a mile. It is 
opened every evening, and can boast the Gneststnd ofhorses \ ] 
in the United States. The equestrian exercises are succeeded 
by dramuiic performances, ballets, farces, songs, &c. Price of 
adoiitiance, 50 cents for Boxes, 25 cents fur Pit. 

AMEIltCAN BlUSEtm, IN THE NEW-TORK INSTrTUTION'. 

This Museum which was founded in IS10,by the late John ' 
Scuddcv, is daily open for the reception of company. In the 
evening the whole five halts are brilliantly lighted with gas 
light. Each hall is 100 feet in length, and the whole is fur- 
nished with the greatest and most valuable coUeclioi 
America, 



miBLIC AMUSEMCNTI. 

Late addiliorti — The Cmmaraniii Saloon, contBining ihe 
grral i>piiciil ilect^ptinn of4~ i;la«>P9, and |iruducing a display 
of ciquhiip lalenri the !>eT|>'-(ii Boii, (from South Ammca,) 
measuring iSletrt it))fn:th. the Inr^l anil omst petfpct spts 
cimen ever eihibitwl in America : loeether with aa interesiloj 
variety of other niivand curimiii subjects. 

Adniiliance 23 cents, ChiMren half price. Yearly ttckeli 
fiir a family .$10, single liclvet $!>. 

^^ FKAL's MUBti;U, BKOAOWAV, OFPOSITB THE rARK. 

B^Tttb Institution, wltieh is open all day aa welt as the e 
ninp, contains a valuulile collection of I'aintings by emiaent 
artists, of all ages : one hundred and fifty Portraits of Revo- 
lutionary and other distinpuished characters, known by ih* 
name of the Detaplaine (iallery i f American Worthies 
sides a very rare and extensive collection of Natural Hisio^ 
in all branches, as well as miscellaneous curiosities from a 
pertsofihe iTOi-ld; a selof Cnsiuorama Views, &c. The Ter- 
lace of this establishment alTords a most delightful prospect of 
the city Hnd surrounding country. 

Admittance ai all times 25 cents, children half price. Pre- 
liles cut and framed as usual. 



W CITATUAU MUSEUM, IN THE NBW'TOftK 
W CHATHAM-STRKBT. 

This Museum was lately established by the son of the late 
John Scudiler, a young gcnilemnn who inherits no small por> 
lion of ihnt taste, enterprise, and enthusiasm, which so emi- 
nently characterised his parent. 

Tliis Aluseum is open every day, and the three Halls att 
briltiantly lit wilh ga-^ in the evening. Thp Chatham Museum 
contains a collection of natural and artilicial Ci 
every description; a large and extensive collection of Waf 
Figures J a Grand Cosmorama of 48 glasses; a Mech; 
Panorama; a Gallery of Paintings, wiih an endless grove 
and an infinite variety of entertaining and plensinn subji 

Some favourite airs are given nightly on the Fineer Organ 
s weighed, measured, and electrified. 
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\aiailHiuce 23 cents, children hall price. 



t plarcs f fashionable amnsenient, wblcjt 
"liibeii \ax\\a city, there ,ai;e few more 



PCGLH? AMI 

altracCive to the lovers ofiheFine Ans, than the A'cm-rocit 
Rotunda. This edifice, which was erected, by subscriptiouj 
in Ihe Summer of 181 H, stands on the East corner of the Park, 
with liie entrance to Chainber-streei, Vjipusite the Manhatlan 
Reservoir. . It is ofa circular form, surmounted by a dome, 
through the centre of which the interior is lighted The Pan- 
oramic Pinntings which have been alreadi exhibited in this 
elegant gallery, have given grimi and universal satisfaction. 

The one now open, is a PANOtunA of Ancient ATHtNS. 
This immense picture is to te seen every day, from the hours 
ofnin^, A. M till fmir, P. M. In addition to the high inter- 
est which this picture excites in the mind of every classic rea- 
der, from its historical associations, the recent uccurrences 
and baUles which have taken place in ils immediate vicinity, 
render it still more worthy ol' general attention. The in- 
habitants of Athens, alarmed on Iwaring of the entrance of 
the Seraskier into Thebes, fled from the ciiy, and took reAigej 
as in years past, in the Island of Salamis; this Islanii is seen 
in the picture — and the Museum Hill, which some Greek 
tioops occupied, under the protection of the cannon of the 
Acropolis, on the approach of the Turks, forms the very fore- 
ground of Ihe picture. Also, ihePan]thill,on which (he Turks 
have erected a battery to bomliard the Acropolis, is seen near 
lliis ; the ancient port of Aihens, (Pireus,) where the Greeks 
landed, and their ways through the plain and olive grove, lo- 
warls the Turkish Camp, which was established near the site 
of the ancient Academy, are herein full view; as also the road 
of Eleusis, (called sacred^ by which a body of Greeks, under 
Caracscaiki arrived, is also distinctly seen. In fine, the pic- 
ture embrace? a wide view of all Attica, as well as Athens, 
with its neighbouring seas, on which the eye of the common 
reader, as well as the scholar, may dwell with delight 

Admittance, 25 cents. 

Besides the public amusements already enumerated, sev- 
eral others are worthy the notice of strangers; particularly 
Castle Garden, Vaux hall Garden, and the East River Gar- 
den ; besides numerous other public gardens of lesser note, . 
which are scattered Ihoughout tfie city, and alTo d a cool and 
pleasant retreat for refreshmenl after the noise, heat, and dust 

Gut of all amusements enjoyed by the citizens of this highly 
favoured metropolis, the most agreeable and ■•xhiliraiing, 
(thanks to the immortal Fulton,) are equatic excursions, tn 
fact a journey, that was deemed a formidable undertaking, has 
jiow become a luxury, and one too that (from its cUc4^^«s».\ 
can fce /rerjiiently enjoyed by \\w Veas\ wtaS.'^i'j q^ «« -iAasasa. 
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fucililies which ar« now furnished la trnvHIera, wnetn 
on plt^asuri' i>r business, by ihf esiablishmem of xteBmboat 
trans puiui ion, hihI lerry cumpRnies, nrp ulmosi incredible. 
Add a lhes« ihp tiumirmis aud ekgatil MoleU whicli adorn 
our ciiy, anij whirh in many in«t»nees Ci ' ' ■"" 

thv puiaces of tlurope, snj ibe distnni ri^adpr may rorrrt' 
Taint idea of the increasing proipf-rily of ihe c'<ty of New-Yt>i' 

PKRIIDICAL L 



To [hose irho may be sujiriloiis o' pnsaening more am 
lowledge concerning N>-w-York, and nther raatiers in rt 

n to the progress ol* eai:nin!; and improvement, the fnllii 
iflg notice of the periodical literature of this cily may not 
uninteresting. 

The first neirgpaper printed in ^>■w.York was the IN< 
York Gaseite, editrd by WJIli;im Uraillord. It tippeurt 
October, 172ri Al pr sent the city of New-York issuei 
dailji, the \ew-Yurft Gazelle, the C.inimerciai Advertiser, 
Ihe Mercantile Advertiser, the New-York Evening Post, tfae 
heir-York Daily Advertiser, the National Advocate, the 
New-Yurk American,ilie IVeW-York Enquirer.the New-York 
Slatesman, the Timei. the Morning Chronick, and Morning 
Courier. Total, 'i. — Several ol the nffices of these papers 
publish semi-weekly papers, of ext>'nsiv>^ circubtion.— Thu 
weekly papers are the New- York Observer, ihe Cbrislian 
Advocate, the Telescope, the New-York Spy, the New York 
Mirror, the Saturday Evening Unzeiie, the Age, the Truth 
Teller, &c. 

The first regtilarly published Magazine, was eniitJi 
New-York Magaaine, CQnimenced about i7ytt, eod prim 
by T, & J. Swords : it wa continued sev era' 
afterwards converted in.o ihe American Magazine and Jte* 
view, and finally into liie American Review. Carppnlfr'g 
United States BeErster and Review.— New-York Medical Re- 
pniitory. projected bv Dri Miichill, Miller and Smith, 
1797— The New-YoVh flledical and I'hiloaophiea! Jnurni 
ondKeview, inlBOg— The Ameriean Medical and Phih 
phical Reisler, by Drs, nsack and Francis. 1810.—' 
Monthly Recordet, by W, Diinlap, I81j. — The AiDericMl' 
Monthly Magazine, by Bi^eln* and Holley, 817-.— 'Ihe 
Chuchman's Magazine; the Christian Journal — The Belles 
Lelire. Repository ISIK— The l.iierarv a.d Scientific Re- 
pository, I8;'0.-Tlie New York Mrrlical and Physi. " " 
nal, projected bv D-'S.Frnncis, l>yrkinan and fleck 1822.- 
Tiie Atlantic Magazine, 1614.— 'V\\e ^«>«-\qxV. Rww 
1825. 



rutb 
I th JB 

idl 

I Re. 

IRe- 
ith, i a^ 
nurnaj^l 
lilos^B 
-Tb^ 
ericMI^ 

rhe 

Ilea 

Re- 

1 



APPrWDXX. 

) lamented deaih of Mr. Hardik, liie projector and 
'Author of ihis work, fwlio unly lived ro rnnipU-le il asfar as 
the 376lh page,) has iicressarily rendert'd Jt less perfect than it 
would have been, bud his existence bcpti letigthened by only 
a few short mnnths. It will be proper, therefore, in this place 
to notice such discrepances, and corrert suth ernini, as have 
originated in the peculiar circuraslances under which this voU 
ume lias been constructed. 1( whs roRinKnced in August, 
1825,Hiid put to press lis fasias the ropy could be prepared. Oft 
lite death nf the author, its pmcreas was nf course suspended, 
until another hand could tie fiiuud capable of filling up the 
outlines he had left. This [ask was at len^h, very reluctHiit-' 
ly undertaken,by one who feels andconfesseshis inability to do 
it justice; Lui who hopes that the inteeriiy of bis motive will 
be accepted as an apolosy for his (wiliire Under such an im- 
pression he will proceed to note a few incidents connected with 
the historii^ part of this work. 

Iq B note, page 82, the aulhni observes that the two first of 
these venerable patriots [Jefferson and Adams] have been 
presidents of the United Stales, " and atv still living.'' This 
assertion was true, nt the time the first part nfibis work was 
printed, but the wonderful coincidence of iheir subsequent de- 
cease, on the fourth of July, 1826, Is recorded in the annals 
of our national history, and deeply impressed on the living 
tablets of human hearts. The circumstances are familiar to 
all. 

On the mornin? of lliat glorious anniversary, three only of 
thesaces who had signed the declaraiioii of our Independence, 
remained on the stage of human action. They hod lived 
(says an elegant writer) to witness the greatest changes the 
earth ever knew ; and from the wretched, ha'assed-down, bro- 
ken hearted little band of bleeding patriots, whose inevitable 
destiny appeared to die gloriously, like Leonidas \ 
Spartans, they had beheld their country magnified into a great- 
ness that was felt in the remotest paris of the earth. It wi 
enough. Their eyes was blessed. They had looked (brwai 
to that day with prayer and impaiience. " I et us hut breathe^ 
the sacred air of that day," they said, "and then, God ofNti-, 
ture, take os lo thyself." The guardian aneels of the good 
wafted the petition to the throne of heaven, and all the beings, 
of earth, ocean, and air, smiled upon their as they passed. It 
seemed that the universe paused in !vmi\e\\ \Q'D«V'A4*«:Vfi!w.J 
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of tl>e mUsion — the succeis of which <taited a gleaui'ol 
ilirougli m-iriads. The iwo hive reached the gratification ' 
of ihv'n woaW dearest wish; and as they j<>>riil!y travelled 
thr gloomy abyss of deaib, lit was irmdiateJ \Titli a glea 
glory. 

Lant^age is scarcely capable of expressing the Teelingi 
which iaosi hare coniribmed to the dissolution of these Itro 
cWebrated men. It ixjoeof tbose singular coincidences which 
will soinetimes occur to strengthen the opinions of the wildest 
mibiisiast, and inflEime the imaginHiion of (he youn^ and ar- 
ttent. The sceptic it unconsciously lulled into a moment of 
transitory inspiration. The philosopher, flinging down his 
bouk of rales and Rgures, allows himself to be born away in 
Uieg«ntlecurrent offw'lingandof faith: and the devotee hails' 
it as a direct interposition of Providence, with all the ballow- 
cd delight with which the doubtful lover treasures the few 
sweet smiles which his misttea has bestowed. 

Great respect has been paid to their raemnries- We are 
glad of it. The nation should mourn, and our children should 
be taught how much virtue and talents like theirs is and ought 
to be admired. The solemnities of a pompous funeral service ^ 
on iuch an occasion, is sometimes bitterly criticised by the i 
great thinker who has nut ihouglii the right way. Be coldly i 
wonders why such jiarade should celebrate the departure of 
two old men who have bfen enabled to serve their country? 
But the more liberal, perceive the efleci which this has upon 
the nation. Feeling of this kind should be kept alive. It 
forms an air in which meanness and cowardice cannot exist. 
The youthful mind.lrom the enchantments of processions, mu- 
sic, statues, pictures, and orations, receives a tinge of enthu- 
siasm which ornaments while it purifies the character. It is 
naturally led to a cimsideration of tite virtues of those to cel&- 
braie whose memories is spread oulall this splendid pageantry, 
and from the inherent desire of praise and lore of virtue, it 
adopts (hem as models of virtue, to he remembered in the cold- 
ness of age with something of youth's fervour, and lo be imi- 
tated when the original actor has been long quiet In his grave. 

At page 143, in describing the famous Canal Celebra-' 
tion, the author has referred the reader to this place for the 
copy of an ode, written for that occasion ; printed on a move- 
ahle press, and distributed to the populace, as it passed along 
the streets in the splendid procession before des " ' 
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'Tt3 done! 'lis done ! — The mighty chain 
Which joins brighi Erik to the Main, 
For ages, shall perpeiuate 
The glory of our native Slate. 

'Tis done! — Preiid Art o'er Natdrb has prevailed ' 
Genius and pBiissvBaA.NCE has succeeded ! 

Though selfish Prejitdici^ assailed, 
And honest Pbuoknce pleaded. 

'Tis done !— The monarch of the briny tide. 

Whose giant arm encircles earth, 
To virgin Erie is allied, 

A bright-eyed nymph of mountain birlb. 

To-day, the Sire of Ocean takes 

A sylvan maiden to his arms. 
The Goddess of ihe crystal lakes, 

In all her native charms I 

She comes ! attended by a sparkling train ; 
■ The Naiads of the West her nuptials grace; 
She meets the sceptred father of the main, 
And in his heaving bosom hides her viigin 

Rising from their watery ceils, 
Trilons sporl upon the tide, 
And gaily blow their irumpet shells, 

honor of the bride. 
9ea-nympht leave tbeji coral caves, 
X>eep beneath the ocean waves, 
Where ihey string, with tasteful care, 
Pearls upon the sea-green tvaii. 
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Thetis' virgin (rain advancw. 
Mingling in the bridal dances, 
Jove, htmsplf, wiili raptured eye, 
Tlii'ows bis forked thunders by, 

And bids Apollo seize bis golden lyic, 
A strain ofjoy to wake ; 

While Fame Proclaims that Ocean's Sire 
h wedded lu the goddess of the Lake. 
Tlie smiling god of songs obeys, 
And heaven re-echns with his sounding lays. 

" Allhsillo the Art which unsliackles the soul! 
And fires it with love of glory .' 
And causes the victor, who reaches the goal, 
To live in deaihless story ! 

" Which teaches young Genius lo rise from earth, 
On Fancy's airy pinion. 
To assert the claims of its heavenly birth, 
And seiEe on its blest dominion. 

" The Abt which the banner of Truth unfurl'd, 
When darkness veil'd each nation, 
And prompted Columbus to seek a new world 
On the unexplored map of creation. 

" Which lighted the path of the pilgrim band, 
Who braved the storms of Ocean, 
To seek, in a wild and distant land, 
The freedom of pure devotion. 

" Which kindled, on Freedom's shrine, a flame 

That wil! glow through future ages, 
And cover with glory and endless fame 
Columbia's immortal sages. 

" The Art which enabled her Fbanklin to prove. 
And solve, each mystic wonder ! 
To arrest the forked shafts of Jove, 
And play wilh his bolls of thunder. 

« The Art, which enables her sons to aspire, 
Beyond all the wonders in story ; 
For an unshackled Pkess is the pillar of fire. 
Which lights them to Freedom and Glory. 

" 'Tis this which call'd forth the immottal decree? 
- And gave ilie great work "us fiisi moVwn-, 
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'T is done ! by llie handi of the brave anil free, 
And Erie is link'd lo the Ocean. 

" Then hail to the Art which unshackles the soul, 
And fires it with love ol'glorv, 
And causes the vicior who readies the goal, 
To live in deathless story." 

Such strains — if earthly strains may be 

Compared to his who tunes a Iwavenly lyre — 

Are warbled by the bright-haired deity. 
While lisl'ning orbs admire. 

Such strains shall unborn millions yel awake, 
While, with hergoldentmnifjel smiling Fame 

Proclaims llie union of ihp Miiin and Lake, 
And on her scroll emblazons Clinton's name. 

The .foregoing ODE was primed on a moveable stage, 
the 4lh day of November, 1825, during the Procession in liu 
our of Ihe completion of the Grand Western Canal. 



Since the author's eoumeratioii of adjacent villages, page , 
146, that of Yorkville, on Harlem Commons, has been ad- i 
ded to the number, and is in a very fliiurishing condition. 

By reference to page 148, it will' be seen, tlwil ani error ha» ' 
occurred respecting the freezing of our rivers. In the wintet? ' 
qf 1819-20, the Hudson was, for several days, passable on> 
ihe ice, from this city to New Jersey ; and even booths for re- 
freshments were erected on the middle of the river. 

Since the printing of page 163, the African Church in Elm- 
Street, has been purchased by the Jews, converted tt> a Syna- 
gogue, and fitted up in a yery elegant style. 

The Rev. Mr. Shaeffer is no longer pastor of ihe New Luth- 
eran Church in Walker-street, as stated in page l65. Owing 
to some dissensions in [he Church, wiih the merits of which., 
we are totally unacquainted, he withdrew from his charge, 
and was followed by a large proportion of his flock, lo whom 
some nvknavin individual has made a present of the cum 
dious edifice where they now worship in Orange-strcel. 



MASOMC LODGES. 

The following is « coniptelp list of ibe Masonic Lodges 
Ro;aI Arcli Chapiers, of tlic city and county of New- York, 
with the limes and places of meeting : viz. 

Si. John'» Lo^e No I. Meet 2d and 4lli Thursdays o| 
every month, at Masonic Hnli, Broadway. 

Independent Royal Arch Lodge, No. 2. Meet 2d and «h ' 
Mondays, Ht Masonic Hall, Broadway 

St. Andrew's Loilge, No. J. Meet 2d and 4th Fridays, nt 
Masonic Hall, Broadway. 

Hiram Lodge, No. 10. Meat 1st and 3d Tuesdays, UUnioD 
Hall. 

Holland Lodge, No. l6. Meet Istand 3d Tuesdays, at Mb* 
jonic Hall, Broadway. 

Howard Lodge, No. 35. Meet 2d and 4th Wednesdays, al 
Masonic Hall, Broadway. 

TViniVu Lodge, No. 39. Meet 2d and 4tb Mondays, at St. J 
John's Hall. 1 

Phoanix Lodge, No. 40. Meet 2d and 4th Wednesdays, atH 
Si. John's Hall. 

L'Vnimi Francaise Lodge, No. 71. Meet Ist and Sd Tues- 
days, at Masonic Hail, Broadway. 

Fortitude Lodge, Wo. 81. Meet 1st and 3d MondayH,at 
■he Military Garden, Brooklyn. 

Abram's Lodge, No. 83. Meet Island Sd Mondays, a( 
Si, John's Hall. 

Wathinglon Lodge, No. 34. Meet Isl and 3d Tuesdays, at 
Masonic Hall, Broadway. 

Adelphi Lodge, iVo. 91- Meet Ist and 3d Thursdays, at 
Masonic Hall, Broadway. 

Armour Lodge, No. 300. Meet at Sawpils, Weslcheslei; 
County. 

AlMoH Lodge, No. 107'- Meet 2d and 4lli Tuesdays, at Ma- 
sonic Hall, Broadway. 

Morion Lodge, No. 108. Meet 1st and 3d Tuesdays, at 
St. John's Hall. 

La Sinccrite Lodge No. 122. Meet 1st and 3d Mondays, 
at Masonic Hall, Broadway. 

Moiml Moriah Lodge, No. 132. Meet 1st and 3d Thurs- 
days, at Union Hall. 

Benevolent Lodge, No. 142, Meet 2d and 4lh Tuesdays, 
at St, John's Hall. 

Clinton Lodge, No. 143. Meet 2d anil 4th Mondays, nt 
Union Hall. 
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Mechanic Lodge, No. 153. Meet 2U and 4lii Tuesdays, at 
Union EJall. 

NeiB JerueaUm Lodge, IVo. 158. Meet 1 at and 3d Wed- 
nesday, at St> John's Hall. 

Concord Lodge, No. 304. Meet 2d and 4lh Mondays, at 
St. John's Hall. 

German Union Lodge, No. 322. Meet 2d and -ith Thurs- 
days, at Union Hall. 

Hokenlindm Lodge, No. 338. Meet 2d and 4th Mondays, 
at the Military Garden, Brooklyn. 

Hihsrnia Lodge, No. 339. Meet 2d and 4th Wednesdays, 
at St. John's Hall. 

Silentia Lodge, No. 360. Meet 1 at and 3d Mondays, at 
Masonic Hall, Broadway. 

Vork Lodge, No. 3G7. Sleet 1st and Sd Tuesdays, at St. 
John's Hall. 

Neio-York Lodge, No. 3fi8. * Meet 2d and 4th Thursdays, 
at Masonic Hall, Broad«ay. 

MaaJtaltan Lodge, No. 370. Meet 1st and 3d Fridays, at 
Union UqII. 

Mirierva Lodge, No. 371. Meet Ist and 3d Wednesdays, 
at Masonic Hall, IBroHdway. 

Lafat/elte Lodge. No. 373. Meet 2d. and 4lh. Thursdays, 
at St. John's Hall. 

Haffinan Ledge, No. 378. Meet 1st and 3d Thursdays, at 
Masonic Hall, Broadway. 

Eastern Star Lodge, No. 379- Meet 1st and 3d Thursday*, 
<tt Eastern Hall, Manhattan Island. * \ 

Franklin Lodge, No. 380. Meet 2d and 4lh Fridays, at 
Union HaU. 

Greenwich Lodge, No, 381. Meet Ist and 3d Thursdays, 
corner of Christopher and Hudson-streets, ai cumtr ol Sixth 
Avenue and Fifth-street. 

Richmond Lodge, No. 384. Meet 1st and 3d Tuesday?, at 
Masonic Hall, Tomkinsville. 

Mariners' Lodge, No. 385. Meet 2d and 4th Wednesdays, 
at Union Hall. 

Bolivar Lodge, No. 386. Meet 1st and 3d Mondays, at 
Union Hall. 

Montgomery Lodge, No. 387. Meet 2d and 4lh Thurs- 
days, at Si. John's Hall. 

Tompkin'n Lodge No. 388. Meet 1st and 3d Fridays, at. 
St. John's Hall. 

Mystic Lodge, No. 389. Meet isi and 3d M.w4*v 
•S. John's Hall. 



3!^(> IKDKX. 

Fage. 
Columbia College, tbeorporated under the name of 

King's College, ... 21 

Congress, first American, - - - 7C 

Constitution for the State, adopted at Kingston^ - 89 

Census and description of the City, in 17B(). 108 

Constitution, Federal, adoption of bj the differenC states^ 114 

Celebration in consequence, • • 118 

Congress, first under the New Constitution, - 119 

Removed to Phiiadelphia, - 131 

To Washington, - - - 121 

Canal, the grand, - - • » . 135 

— (/elebration, - - - .. 138 

Cit}-, description of, ... I45 

Census of 1325, - - - - 155 

Cburciics, and places of Worship, - - I6I 

Circulating I/ibraries, .... 228 

City Hospital, .... 256 

Dispensary, - - - « 26S 

College of Physicians and Surgeons, - 275 

Rutgers Medical College, - - 280 

(/liaritable Institutions, - • . 286 

Cincinnati Society, - • - - 2P2 

Common council, - - - - SOL 

^Courts, . - . . . 303 

Commerce, Trade, &c. ... 308 

Commercial Establishments, - - * 309 

CustoniHouse, -- - - - 310 

Commissions, rates of -' . - • -' 31^ 

Chamber of Commerce, - . - - 318 

City-Hall, • - • - - - 331 

Discovery of America, - - - 10 

Dark Day, remarkable, - - - 94 

Doctor's Mob, - - - - 115 

Description of the City, in 1783, - - 1(>9 

in 1826, • . . . 145 

Dispensary, city, - - - - 2^3 

Deafand Dumb Institution, - - 290 

Evacuation of New- York, by the British, - -^ 106 

Eye Infirmary, . . . ^ 273 

Exports, table of . - . • 309 

Fletcher, Govenor, - - - 32 

His unpopularity, and recaU^^ - - 34 

French War, ... - 39^ 

Fort William Henry surrendered, - -> 66 
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lire, dreadful, N. York, ader b«og entered by the 

Fort Washington taken, 

Flag-alaff, at the Battery, anecdote respecting, 

Federal Coralitulionj -v 

Fayette's arrival, 

Fortificationa of N*#-Yorit, 

Female Association, 

" ■ Aasislance Societies, 

Fire Deparimeni, 

Fees of office, in the Customs, 

Fire Insurance Companiea, 

Gazette, first paper in America, 

General Society of Meclianics and Tradesmen, 

German Society, . . - 

Government of ihe City, 

Hudson, discovers New-York, &c. 

Hunter, Govenor, 

- —— Succeeded by Burnet, 

Hardy, Sir Charles, Goveoor, 

>lBniiilton,Gen. Alexander, his death. 

Harbour of New-York, 

High School, 

Historical Society, 

Hosfatal, the Cily, 

— - Bellevue, 

Health Department, 
Hospital, Lying-in, 
Humane Society, 

Harbour Master, - - 

IiDpressment of Seamen prohibited, 
Indtpendence, Declaration of, 
Interments, in 1834 — 5, - - 

Institutions, Literary and Scientific, 

Medical, 
Infirmary, Eye, - • 

LiMilulions, Benevolent and Charitable, 
Inspectors, Fees, 
Insurance Conpaniei, 
Leister's revolt and condemnation, 
Laws of New- York, in 1674, 
Lovelace, Lord, Govenor, • ■ 

-.1 Succeeded by Ingaljsby, 

tiberty-Pole affair, 
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Lnng-Isbnd, Bailie of, ... 

L'AmbuscaJe aad Botloo Frigates — a bloody batile. 

La Fnvelie's arrival 

Literary and, Self ntitic loMilutions, 

Library. New York Socieiy, 

libraries, Circulating, .... 

Lyceum of Natural History, 

Literary bdiI Philoauphical Society, 

Lunatic ABiylum, .... 

Lytng-in Hospital, . . - _ 

Montgomery, Govenor, ... 

His death, 

Mob, the Siarnp-aci, ... 

Muore, Govenor, .... 

M'Dougal impri^oaeij, . . - - 

Montgomery. General, dealli of, 

MarkelBjin 1826, .... 

Mechanic's Society, ... 

Medical Instiiutioiu, .... 

Medical Society, ... 

Medico^cliirurgical Society, ... 

Marine Society, . . - 

Masonic Societies, (also see Apendix,') 

Masonic Hall, description of, 

Museums, - - - . , 

Missionary Societies, ... 

Municipal Officers, .... 

Mails, hours of closing, &c. 

Marine Insurance Companies, ... 

Manufactures, .... 

Merchants Exchange, .... 

New Netherlands, now N. York, discovered and seilled, 

Surrend to the British, 

New York incorporated, 

Surrendered to ilie Dutch, 

Restored tothe British, 

Negro Plot, . . . 

New-York evacuated by Washington's array, 

Invested by the British, 

Evacuated by the Briiisli, . lO*' 

Description of,in 1783, . - io0 

' — Description of, in 

- Society Library, 



- Jlislorical Society, 
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35S 


^Mew-York Horticultural Sociely, 
AllK-DKum, 


Page. 
249 

252 


Naiional Academy of the Arts of DesigHj 


s-ie- 


Newspapers, and other periodicals, 


230 


Natural History, Lyceum of, 


247 


Peace of 1783, . . . . 


105 


of iai,% 


133 


Population of the City, 


151 


Prisons. &c. 


189 


Periodical PubKcalions, 


230 


Literature, 


346 


Public and private Schools, 


233 


Providend Society, 


289' 


Pilot's Charitable Society, 


290. 


Piilice DepartmenI, ... 


302. 


Pilotage, rales of. 


315, 


Post Office, . . - . 


318 


Postage, rates of, ... 


319l 


Post days at New- York, 


ibid. 


Public Buildings, 


331 


Quaker's rights restored, . . . 


46 


Quebec taken by the British, 


67 


Raleigh, Sir Waller, named Virginia, 


14 


Representative Government, in New- York, 


rs 


Revolutionary War commences, 


Reading Room in the City, 


-2i<j 


Rotunda, . - . _ 
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Rutgers' Medical College, 


280 


Roman Catholic Benevolent Society, 


292 




293- 


Rates of Siora^, 


314 


Pilotage, 


315 




31fi 


Postage, . . . . 


319 ; 


Slaughter, Govenor of the Province, 


28 ' 


His death, 


32 


Stage between New- York and Boston, 


45 


Stamp act Wob, .... 


71 


Situation and extent of New-York, 


145, 


Streets, the principal, . . . 


147" 


A complete list of nil. 


206 


Society, Literary, . - - - 


223 


Schools, Public and Private. 


233 


High School, 


'i.-^i^ 


^^ ^m 


^m 
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Sailor's Snng Harbour, ... 289 

Shamrock Friendly Association, - - 291 

Storage, rates of, » - - •> 214 

Tax on Wigs, .... 45 

Taxation of the Colonies, ... 67 

Tea thrown overboard at Boston, - - 75 

Typographical Society, ... 292 

Tract Societies, .... 277 

Trade Commerce, and Manufactures, - 308 

Tares allowed by Law, ... 312 

■ By Custom, ... iWd. 

Tariff for weighers, - - - - 317 

Theatres, .... S39 

Villages near the City, - - - 146 

Vaccine Society, .... 291 

Wigs, Tax on, - - - - 45 

Wolf, General, death of, . . . 07 

Washington appointed commander in chief, 80 

Washington's farewell to bis Officers, - * 108 

War, the late, with England, - - 130 

Wards in the city of New- York, - - 149 

Widows Fund Society, - - - 288 

Watch Department, - ... 304 

Wardens of the Port, * . - 31s 

Weights and Measures, - • > 313 

Weighers, Tariff for, - ... 317 

Yellow Fever, in 1702, - - - 36 

' in 1741—42, . . .52 

in 1793, , . • • 12s 

in 1798, ... 124 

in 1803, , . . 128 

an 1805, • . . 129 

1 in 1822, . . ,133 
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